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CHAPTER I
THE MAH
On January  16 , 1895, th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  o f  Montana e le c te d  Lee M antle 
to  th e  S en a te  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s*  T his honor b rough t to  a  cu lm in a tio n  
th e  p o l i t i c a l  c a re e r  o f  a  ty p ic a l  f r o n t i e r  p o l i t i c i a n  and c a p i t a l i s t .  An 
embodiment o f  th e  H o ra tio  A lger t r a d i t i o n .  M antle had begun l i f e  in  Amer­
ic a  as  a  p e n n ile s s  E n g lish  im m igrant. By 1895, in  a d d i t io n  to  being  a  
s u c c e s s fu l  p o l i t i c i a n ,  he had become a  prom inent e n tre p re n e u r  o f  B u tte  
who was c r e d i te d  w ith  c o n t r ib u t in g  more to  th e  developm ent o f  th e  c i ty  
th a n  any o th e r  businessm an o u ts id e  th e  ranks o f  th e  la rg e  mine opera­
t o r s .  The am b itio u s , e n te r p r is in g ,  young Englishm an had f u l ly  u t i l i z e d  
th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  f in a n c ia l  success o f fe re d  by th e  f lu id  economy o f 
M ontana. A g e n ia l ,  f r ie n d ly  p e r s o n a l i ty  had a ided  him n o t only  in  b u s i­
n ess  bu t a ls o  in  p o l i t i c s .  As an im portan t R epublican  p o l i t i c i a n ,  bo th  
in  B u tte  and in  th e  s t a t e ,  he had h e ld  many e le c t iv e  o f f ic e s  and im p o rtan t 
p o licy -m ak ing  p o s i t io n s  w ith in  th e  p a r ty .  For exam ple, p r io r  to  h is  e le c ­
t io n  to  th e  S e n a te , he had se rv ed  as th e  Speaker o f  th e  House in  th e  l a s t  
Montana t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  and a ls o  as th e  chairm an o f th e  s t a t e  
c e n t r a l  com m ittee.
For s ix  y e a r s ,  th e  ro ad  to  th e  S enate  had been th e  scene o f f r u s ­
t r a t i o n s  which would have d iscou raged  a  le s s  p e r s i s te n t  and determ ined  
p o l i t i c i a n .  In  1889, when th e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a tu r e  met in  th e  newly organ­
iz ed  s t a t e  o f  Montana, he had been co n s id e red  one o f th e  le a d in g  ca n d id a te s  
f o r  th e  S e n a te . Thomas C. Power had been e le c te d  in s te a d .  T h is  r e b u f f  had 
n o t d ish e a r te n e d  M antle , and he had p e r s is te d  in  h is  a ttem p ts  to  re a c h  h is
g o a l .  In  1895» th e  governor had ap p o in ted  him as s e n a to r ,  when th e
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C lark -D aly  feud  had made i t  im p o ssib le  f o r  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  to  s e le c t  
on e . Then th e  U nited  S ta te s  S enate  had re fu se d  to  s e a t  him, b a s in g  i t s  
d e c is io n  on th e  grounds th a t  a governor could  ap p o in t a  s e n a to r  only  in  
th e  even t o f a  vacancy as p re sc r ib e d  in  th e  U nited S ta te s  C o n s t i tu t io n . 
F in a l ly ,  in  1895t he re c e iv e d  th e  rew ard fo r  h is  dogged d e te rm in a tio n , 
when th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  e le c te d  him to  th e  S e n a te . T h is was th e  z e n ith  o f 
h is  c a r e e r .  Never a g a in  was he to  re ac h  such h e ig h ts .
M antle, bom  Theophilus W ashington l ^ n t l e  on December 1 ) ,  1851» 
a t  Birmingham, E ngland, was th e  youngest o f  th e  seven c h i ld re n  o f Joseph 
and Mary P a tr ic k  M an tle . The d ea th  o f  th e  f a th e r  s h o r t ly  b e fo re  th e  
b i r t h  o f  h ie  youngest son l e f t  th e  fam ily  in  d i r e  f in a n c ia l  s t r a i t s  
How th e  fam ily  managed to  eke ou t a l i v i n g  has no t been re co rd ed , bu t
2
one B i s te r ,  Mary Ann, dipped h a irp in s  in  a  f a c to ry  when she was e ig h t .
They were so  poor th a t  Lee, aa he was c a l le d ,  n ever re c e iv e d  any
3
form al s c h o o lin g .
The M antles were e a r ly  co n v e rts  to  th e  Mormon chu rch . The ex ac t 
d a te  i s  n o t known, b u t th e  name o f Mary M antle i s  one o f th e  f i r s t  en­
t r i e s  on th e  church  r e g i s t e r  o f  th e  Birmingham Branch M ission o f  th e
L a t te r  Day S a in t s .^  Young Lee re c e iv e d  th e  c h i ld r e n 's  b le s s in g  on May 1 ,
5
1855» from E ld e r  C h a rle s  Jones o f  th e  B irm in^am  M issio n . H is b ro th e rs
^E ncyclopedia o f  American B iography (Hew York: The American H is­
t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  1 9 5 0 ) ,  X L II, p .  191#
^P erso n a l rem in iscen ce  o f  M rs. J .  D. McGregor to  th e  a u th o r .
Mrs. McGregor was th e  d au g h te r  o f Mary Ann M antle B e rg e r.
5 lb id .
C h u rc h  R e g is te r  o f  Members: N otes o f  S tan d in g , o f  th e  Birm ing­
ham B ranch, B r i t i s h  M iss io n , L a t te r  Day S a in ts .  These re c o rd s  a re  a v a i l ­
a b le  on m ic ro film  a t  th e  Genealogy L ib ra ry  o f  th e  L. D« S . a t  S a l t  Lake 
C i ty .  (H e re in a f te r  c i t e d  as Church R e g is te r  o f  Members).
^ Ib id .
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and s i s t e r ,  Ephraim , Jo sep h , and Em ily, were b a p tiz e d  in  16^6, and 
Ephraim was o rdained  in  18$8.^
The Mormon m ig ra tio n s  to  th e  U nited  S ta te s  b rought th e  M antles to  
U tah . In  1661, one o f  L e e 's  s i s t e r s ,  Ehaily, came to  th e  U nited  S ta te s  
w ith  a Mormon c o n tin g e n t, and a n o th e r  s i s t e r ,  M a tild a , fo llow ed h e r  th e  
n ex t y e a r .7 I t  was a  common p r a c t ic e  fo r  a  fam ily  to  save enough money 
to  send one o r more members to  America; and th o se  who l e f t  f i r s t  would in  
tu rn  f in d  means to  h e lp  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  fa m ily . On June 3» I 8 6 4 , Mary 
M antle and th re e  o f  h e r  c h i ld re n ,  Jo sep h , Lee, and Mary Ann, s a i le d  from 
London on th e  "Hudson.”® The "Hudson,!' which c a r r ie d  th e  Iswit group o f  Mor­
mons to  le av e  England th a t  y e a r ,  had 863  people on b o ard . A lthough th e  
m a jo rity  were Mormons from th e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  th ey  were accompanied by 
abou t one hundred S a in ts ^  from S w itz e rla n d , Germany, and H olland . D uring 
th e  lo n g , te d io u s  voyage o f  f o r ty - s ix  d ay s , m easles broke o u t .  A lthough 
n in e  peop le  d ie d , th e  M antles seem to  have escaped th e  in f e c t io n .  The 
s h ip  reached  New York on J u ly  19* and th e  im m igrants im m ediately con­
tin u e d  t h e i r  jou rney  to  th e  w e s t. On th e  f i r s t  s ta g e  o f  t h e i r  t r i p ,  
th e y  went by r a i l  v ia  A lbany, New York, to  S t .  Jo sep h , M isso u ri, where 
th e y  boarded r i v e r  steam ers f o r  Wyoming, N ebraska. Wyoming, a  v i l l a g e  
s i tu a te d  on th e  w est bank o f  th e  M issouri R iv e r , seven m iles  n o r th  o f  
N ebraska C i ty ,  and f o r ty  m iles so u th  o f  Omaha, had been s e le c te d  as th e
& Ibid.
^Records in  th e  O ff ic e  o f  th e  Church H is to r ia n ,  L a t te r  Day S a in ts ,  
S a l t  Lake C ity ;  J o u rn a l H is to ry  and Church C hronology. These re c o rd s  
have been com piled from lo g s ,  jo u r n a ls ,  and o ld  new spapers. (H e re in a f te r  
c i t e d  as Records in  th e  O ff ic e  o f  th e  Church H is to r ia n ,  L. D. S . ,  S a l t  
Lake C i ty ) .
®Xbid.
Mormons r e f e r  to  t h e i r  members as S a in ts .
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o u t f i t t i n g  p la c e  fo r  th e  L a t te r  Day S a in ts  m ig ra tio n  to  th e  Rocky
M ountains th a t  y ea r
The M antles l e f t  Wyoming fo r  S a l t  Lake C ity  about th e  r id d le  o f 
A ugust, 1864» w ith  C ap ta in  Warren Snow’s company* P re s id e n t Joseph W* 
Young and a  number o f  o th e r  le a d in g  o f f ic ia .Ia  o f  th e  church accompanied 
th e  wagon t r a i n ,  which c a r r ie d  a  la rg e  q u a n t i ty  o f f re ij jh t*  E a r l i e r  th a t  
y e a r  s e v e ra l non-Mormon companies had su ffe re d  from In d ian  d e p re d a tio n s , 
80  Snow’s group tr a v e le d  w ith  an o th er wagon t r a i n  th rough  th e se  r e g io n s . 
Im agine th e  excitem ent young Lee must have ex p e rien ce d , d r iv in g  th e  b u l l -  
team which p u lle d  th e  covered  wagon a c ro s s  th e  p l a i n s W i t h i n  two 
months h ie  environm ent had changed from a  h ig h ly  in d u s t r ia l iz e d  u rban  
slum a re a  to  th e  w ild  and p e r i lo u s  American W est. On Septem ber 11, when 
th e  danger from In d ian  a t ta c k  was no lo n g e r imm inent, th e  church o f f i ­
c i a l s  l e f t  them a t  J u le s b u rg , N ebraska, on th e  P la t t e  R iv e r . They a ls o  
te le g rap h e d  to  S a l t  Lake th a t  f i f t y  yoke o f  oxen should  be s e n t to  th e  
head o f  B u tle r  Creek to  meet th e  two com panies, as  some o f  th e  c a t t l e  had 
developed a  hoof d is e a s e .  Soon s c a n t feed  f o r  th e  anim als fo rc ed  th e  two 
companies to  s e p a ra te .  By t r a v e l in g  about two d ay s ' jou rney  a p a r t  and 
encamping a t  d i f f e r e n t  p o in ts ,  th ey  were ab le  to  f in d  enough g ra s s  to  
keep th e  oxen a l i v e .  The em igran ts th e n ee lv es  a ls o  experienced  h a rd sh ip , 
as  t h ^  had been l a t e  in  s t a r t i n g .  The w eather was co ld  as th ey  c ro ssed  
th e  d re a ry  p la in s  o f  Wyoming and moved up th e  C o n tin e n ta l D iv id e . The 
jo u rn ey  was s t i l l  as  r ig o ro u s  a s  i t  had been f o r  th e  f i r s t  m ig ra tio n s , 
and th e  p h y a ic a l com forts were few . A covered wagon d id  n o t p ro v id e  auch
lORecords in  th e  O ff ic e  o f  th e  Church H is to r ia n , L . D. S . ,  S a l t  
Lake C i ty .
l^ L e t te r  from R ichard  K ilro y , d a ted  November 1 , 1955» to  th e  
au th o r-  Mr. K ilro y  was a  fo rm er, o ld -tim e  newspaperman in  B u t te .
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p ro te o t lo n  a g a in s t th e  f r e e z in g  n ig h ts ,  and th e  M antles cooked over b u f fa lo  
ch ip s f o r  la c k  o f  wood, j u s t  as th e  e a r l i e r  m ig ran ts had done,^^ By th e  
end o f  th e  jo u rn ey , food was s c a rc e , and hunger was added to  th e  o th e r  
p r iv a t io n s .  About tw enty  peop le  d ied  on th e  t r i p .  At l a s t ,  on November 2 , 
I 8 6 4 » th e  company a r r iv e d  in  S a l t  Lake C ity .^ ^  The M antles , t i r e d  and 
hungry , had su rv iv ed  th e  lo n g , wearisome jou rney  to  th e  "prom ised la n d ."
On t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a t  S a l t  Lake C ity ,  d is i l lu s io n m e n t q u ic k ly  f o l ­
low ed. la rs . M antle , convinced th a t  she had been deceived  by th e  Mormon 
m is s io n a r ie s ,  renounced th a t  r e l i g i o n ,  and h e r  c h ild re n  were fo rced  to  go 
to  work as soon as th ey  could  f in d  e m p l o y m e n t L e e  was "p laced  ou t" a t  
fo u r te e n  to  ea rn  h is  c lo th e s  and b o ard . For th re e  y e a rs  he worked on a 
lo c a l  ran c h , h e rd in g  c a t t l e  and perfo rm ing  o th e r  s im i la r  d u t ie s .  For h is  
la b o r  he re c e iv e d  f i f t y  d o l la r s  a  y e a r  and h ie  b oard .
Undoubtedly f in d in g  th e  farm  to o  c o n fin in g  and u n rem u n era tiv e , 
young L ee, w ith  th e  c h a r a c te r i s t io  r e s t l e s s n e s s  o f  a  s ix te e n -y e a r  o ld ,
^^Family h is to r y  has passed  t h i s  down th rough  th e  succeed ing  
g e n e ra t io n s •
^%@oords in  th e  O ff ic e  o f  th e  Church H is to r ia n , L. L . S . ,  S a l t  
Lake C i ty .
^ H u b e r t  Howe B a n c ro ft, H is to ry  o f  W ashington, Idaho , and Montana 
(San F rancisco* The H is to ry  Company, I 8 9 0 ) ,  XXX.I, p . ?66. B a n cro ft gave 
t h i s  in te r p r e t a t i o n  in  h is  c h a ra c te r  sk e tc h  on M antle . On th e  o th e r  hand, 
th e re  i s  a q u e s tio n  as to  when and why th e  M antles l e f t  th e  ch u rch . Many 
Europeans used th e  church  to  h e lp  them come to  A m erica, and th e n  renounced 
th e  r e l i g i o n .  Of th e  M antle fa m ily , only  3fe.tilda rem ained perm anently  in  
S a l t  Lake C i ty ,  and she was n o t a  Mormon. For a t  l e a s t  fo u r  y e a rs  a f t e r  
t h e i r  a r r i v a l , however, s e v e ra l members o f  th e  fam ily  were euç>loyed 
Mormons, and Mary Ann even worked fo r  a  w ife  o f  Brigham Young.
In  1889, an e d i t o r i a l  on polygaay appeared  in  th e  B u tte  I n t e r  
M ountain, M a n tle 's  new spaper, which may have r e f l e c te d  M antle’s  c o n tin u in g  
d i s l i k e  f o r  th e  Mormon ch u rch . I t  d e c la re d  th a t  p u b lic  sen tim en t was 
th o ro u ^ ily  aroused  a g a in s t  th e  " l a t t e r - d a y  f ra u d ,"  and th a t  i t  would never 
t o l e r a t e  th e  adm ission  o f Utah as a  s t a t e  under any ciroum sta n c e s  w ith o u t 
th e  "com plete e x t i r p a t io n  o f  every  b e l i e f  and p r a c t io e  th a t  c o n f l i c t  w ith  
th e  law o f  th e  lan d  and th e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  c iv i l i z e d  s o c ie ty ."  B u tte  
I n t e r  M ountain, Jan u ary  20 , 1889.
looked  to  k ro ad e r  f i e l d s .  S in ce  th e  Rnion P a c i f ic  vae th « a  b e in g  con- 
a t ru c te d  t h r o n g  U tah , he l e f t  th e  ran ch  and gained  employment w ith  t h a t  
p r o j e c t . He h au led  t i e s ,  drove team s, and d id  g e n e ra l l a b o r I n  1Ô69» 
when th e  Union P a c i f ic  jo in e d  th e  C e n tra l P a c i f ic  a t  Prom ontory P o in t ,  
M antle was one o f  th e  many o b se rv e rs  to  w itn e ss  th e  c e r^ to n y .
The r e s t l e s s ,  f l u id  West o f fe re d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  e n e rg e tic  men, 
and M antle in d ic a te d  e a r ly  t h a t  he p o ssessed  th o se  q u a l i t i e s  which were 
l a t e r  to  make him an e n tre p re n e u r . As no employment was a v a i la b le  in  th e  
S a l t  Lake a re a  when th e  r a i l r o a d  was com pleted in  1870, he walked th e  125 
m iles  to  Malad C i ty ,  Id ah o , to  seek  work. H ere , th e  handsome la d  found a 
job  as a  te a m ste r  h a u lin g  s a l t  from B . P . W h ite 's  s a l t  works in  e a s te rn  
Idaho to  B oise C ity ,  Id ah o , and V irg in ia  C i ty ,  M o n t a n a . % r p i o a l l y ,  th e  
g e n ia l  and eag er M antle made an arrangem ent th e  n e x t y e a r  w ith  th e  lo c a l  
te le g ra p h  o p e ra to r  by which he re c e iv e d  in s t r u c t io n  in  te le g r a p l^  in  ex­
change f o r  keep ing  th e  l i n e  in  r e p a i r  throu#& th e  w in te r .  H is te a c h e r ,
17W. N. S h i l l i n g ,  l a t e r  became an  im p o rtan t f in a n c ia l  f ig u re  in  Ogden, 
ag a in  d em o n stra tin g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in  th e  West which aw aited  young men 
w ith  am b itio n .
   I -   ..................       - ............. .. ....................— ,■ ,  ■ ----------------------------------- ----  - -
^^H ncyolopedia o f  American B iography, o p . c i t . .  p .  191.
^ ^ e l e n  F i ts g e ra ld  S an d e rs , A H is to ry  o f  Montana (Chicagot Lewis 
P u b lish in g  Ccapany, 1 9 1 ) ) , I I ,  p .  @6l,  ac q u a in tan ce  w ith  W hite,
iriiio l a t e r  became governor o f  Montana, l a s te d  f o r  many y e a r s .  In  a  l e t t e r  
to  th e  a u th o r , J u ly  5* 1 9 )6 , H erb ert M. P ee t claim ed th a t  M antle was some­
what o f  a  p ro teg e  o f  ^ i t e .  Mr. P e e t , a  fo rm er e d i to r  o f  th e  G reat F a l l s  
T rib u n e , has done c o n s id e ra b le  re s e a rc h  in  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  p e r io d  o f  
Montana H is to ry .
17S an d e rs , o p .  c i t . . p . 861, He had become acq u a in ted  w ith  
S h i l l i n g  th e  second w in te r  in  M alad, w h ile  w a itin g  f o r  th e  s a l t - h a u l in g  
se as  cm to  open . "Having n o th in g  e l s e  to  d o , th e  you th  concluded i t  would 
be a  w ise  measure to  l e a m  th e  a r t  o f  telegrc^^hy from h is  new fri« A d , 
w h ile  th e  l a t t « r  was g la d  to  te a c h  him in  payment f o r  h av ing  th e  l i n e  
a lo n g  h is  ro u te  k ep t in  o rd e r  d u r in g  th e  w in te r  se a so n ."
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H is knowledge o f te le g ra p h y  was to  fu jm ish  him w ith a  l iv e l ih o o d  
f o r  th e  n ex t seven y ea rs*  Young M antle was a keen s tu d e n t ,  and he was 
soon rew arded f o r  h is  e f f o r ts *  In  1872, th e  W estern Union T eleg raph  Com- 
pany employed him as a  g e n e ra l repairm an  on th e  main l i n e  between Ogden 
and Green R iv e r . Four months l a t e r  i t  p laced  him in  chojcge o f  an o f f ic e  
a t  W illiam s Junoticm  in  Montana T e r r i to r y ,  on th e  o v erlan d  s ta g e  l in e  
between C orinne , U tah , and H elena, Montana* At th e  same tim e , he ac ted  
as th e  agent th e re  fo r  th e  G ilm er and S a lis b u ry  S tage  Company.^® His 
i n i t i a t i v e  and energy soon a t t r a c te d  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f 0* J* S a lis b u ry , 
one o f th e  owners o f  th e  s ta g e  l i n e ,  whose a s s is ta n c e  enabled  M antle to  
p u rch ase  th e  s t a t io n  a t  P le a sa n t V a lle y , Idaho , in  1875» He now became 
te le g ra p h  o p e ra to r ,  p o s tm a s te r , and s ta g e  owner a t  t h i s  s t r a t e g ic  p o in t * 
Not s a t i s f i e d  w ith  t h i s  achievem ent, he s h o r t ly  a f te rw a rd s  acq u ired  an 
i n t e r e s t  in  th e  o ld  Beaver Canyon t o l l  ro a d . M a n tle 's  s ta y  a t  P le a sa n t 
V a lley  undoubtedly  had loq>ortant consequences to  h i s  f u tu re  ca ree r*  Here 
he cou ld  meet every  man who tr a v e le d  n o r th  o r  so u th  over th e  main ro u te  
in to  M ontana, Weary t r a v e le r s  p robab ly  sp en t many p le a s a n t hours c h a t­
t i n g  w ith  th e  f r ie n d ly  s ta g e  a g e n t. He rem ained a t  P le a sa n t V alley  f o r  
f iv e  y e a r s ,  bu t he s o ld  h is  i n t e r e s t s  in  1077 to  move to  B u tte , Montana. 
The W ells Fargo Company had convinced him o f th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  in  B u tte  
aw a itin g  an e n te r p r is in g  young man, and he went th e re  to  open an o f f ic e  
fo r  th a t  company*^^
M antle was tw e n ty -s ix  when he a r r iv e d  in  B utte*  F a te  had com­
p e l le d  him to  accep t r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  e a r ly  in  l i f e *  At th e  age o f 
fo u r te e n , he had gone to  work to  ea rn  h is  own l iv i n g ,  and s in c e  th a t  tim e
^^E ncyclopedia o f  American B iography* op* c i t * . p . I 9 I* 
l ^ i b i d .
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he had been th e  s o le  su p p o rt o f h is  widowed m other. He had u t i l i z e d  
every  a v a i la b le  o p p o rtu n ity  to  in c re a s e  h is  f in a n c e s .  He had been 
u n re m ittin g  in  h is  e f f o r t s  to  " g e t a h e a d .”
Thus, we f in d  th e  e a g e r , p e rso n a b le , handsome, and s l i ^ t l y  loqua­
c io u s  Lee M antle in  B u tte  in  1877» He a r r iv e d  a t  a  p ro p it io u s  tim e , as 
th e  camp was in  a  p e rio d  o f t r a n s i t i o n .  When th e  go ld  p la c e r  mines were 
d e p le te d  about 1872, B u tte  was l e f t  in  a  d ep ressed  s t a t e ;  now th e  raining 
o f  s i l v e r  was beg in n in g  to  p u l l  th e  town out o f  th e  doldrum s. Marcus Daly 
had ju s t  b o u ^ t  th e  A lic e  Mine on b e h a lf  o f  th e  Walker B ro th e rs , which was 
t o  mean th a t  in  a  few y e a rs  copper would pu t B u tte  on th e  map. The ty p i­
c a l  f l u i d  economy o f th e  f r tm t le r  p r e v a i le d . As a r e s u l t , th e  f in a n c ia l ,  
s o c i a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n d itio n s  were in  such a  s t a t e  o f f lu x  in  B u tte  
and M ontana, th a t  a  man w ith  th e  r ig h t  amount o f z e a l could  ta k e  f u l l  ad­
v an tag e  o f them . The f i e l d s  f o r  Investm ent were w idesp read , and a l l  th a t  
was needed in  a  man were e n te r p r i s e ,  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  f in a n c ia l  su c c e s s , 
and a  modicum o f lu c k . M antle possessed  j u s t  such c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .
B u tte , v i t a l  and w ide-open, complemented th e  young o p p o r tu n is t ,
He in d ic a te d  im m ediately a f t e r  he a r r iv e d  in  B u tte  th a t  he would 
n o t c o n fin e  h is  a c t i v i t i e s  to  th e  W ells Fargo o f f ic e  he had ju s t  opened. 
The r e s t l e s s  f r o n t i e r  businessm an soon branched out in to  o th e r  lu c r a t iv e  
f i e l d s . C. A. B roadw ater, who esq^loyed him to  a c t  as th e  agen t o f  th e  
Diamond H. FsLBt F re ig h t l i n e ,  a ls o  l a t e r  appo in ted  M antle th e  eenager o f  
th e  B u tte  s t a t i o n  o f  th e  Montana C e n tra l T eleg raph  Company when i t  com­
p le te d  i t s  l i n e  in  1079» D uring t h i s  tim e , he l a id  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  h is
fo r tu n e  when he be^ua to  h an d le  f i r e  in su ran ce  a long  w ith  h is  o th e r
20a c t i v i t i e s .  H is f i r e  in su ran c e  agency was th e  f i r s t  in  th e  c i t y .  In
^ 9 sa n d e rs , op . c i t . , p . 0 6 l .
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1880, i l l  h e a l th  fo rc ed  him to  r e s ig n  as th e  agen t f o r  W ells Fargo and aa 
te le g ra p h  m anager. He d id  n o t rem ain i d l e ,  however, h u t went in to  a  p a r t ­
n e rs h ip  w ith  W illiam  Owsley in  th e  l iv e r y  b u s in e s s . In  t h i s  work, h is  
somewhat s h a t te r e d  h e a l th  is^ ro v e d , and h is  acq u a in tan ce  w ith  th e  men o f 
B u tte  ino reao ed  te n f o ld , as  th e  s ta b le  was lo c a te d  on th e  c o m e r  o f  Park 
and Main in  th e  v e ry  c e n te r  o f  town.
When he helped  to  e s ta b l i s h  th e  B u tte  I n te r  M ountain in  1831, Lee 
M antle became invo lved  in  h is  most fo r tu n a te  endeavor and th e  one from 
which he re c e iv e d  th e  g r e a te s t  g a in  in  f u r th e r in g  h is  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .
T h is newspaper was o r ig in a l ly  th e  outgrow th o f  a  d e s i r e  to  found a  Repub­
l i c a n  organ in  an a re a  in  which th e  Democrats had h e ld  sway fo r  many 
22y e a r s .  The Democrats had possessed  such c o n tro l in  B u tte  th a t  i t  had 
h a rd ly  been w orthw hile f o r  th e  R epublicans to  nom inate a  s l a t e  o f  o f f i c e r s .
A R epublican  new spaper, th e  founders f e l t ,  would p re se n t th e  p a r ty  p r in ­
c ip le s  to  th e  p u b lic , and undoubtedly  would h e lp  th e  p a r ty  c a u se . Thus 
th e  I n t e r  Mountain P u b lish in g  Company was in c o rp o ra te d  in  F ebruary , 1661,
w ith  M antle as  one o f  th e  o r ig in a l  t r u s t e e s .  How much o f  th e  o r ig in a l
25
s to c k  in  th e  company he owned i s  n o t known. Many r e s id e n ts  o f  B u tte  
Zl l b i d .
^^B utte  Semi-Weekly I n t e r  M ountain, March 25 , 1901• (H e re in a f te r  
c i te d  as th e  I n te r  M ountain) .  See in te rv ie w  w ith  M antle, B u tte  D aily  
P o s t . Jan u ary  4* 1915-
^ ^ C e r t i f ic a te  o f  In c o rp o ra tio n , f i l e d  in  th e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  
o f  Montana T e r r i to r y ,  F ebruary  26 , 1881. These re c o rd s  a re  a v a i la b le  a t  
th e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  S t a t e ,  S ta te  C a p i to l ,  H elena, M ontana. In  
an in te rv ie w , M antle s a id  he could  n o t r e c a l l  why th ey  had s e le c te d  th e  
name. I n t e r  M ountain, f o r  th e  p a p e r . % e  o r ig in a l  s to c k h o ld e rs  in c lu d ed  
W illiam  J a c k s , th e n  in  th e  hardw are b u sin ess  ; W. S , H a ll ,  manag e r  o f  th e  
A lic e  M ining Company; W. 1.1. Thompson, l a t e r  mayor o f  B u tte ;  C harles D 'A cheul, 
a  d ru g g is t ;  T . M. Lowry, l a t e r  a  s h e r i f f  o f  S i lv e r  Bow coun ty ; J .  D* Thomas, 
a  l e id ing  m erchant; John B. Read, c i t y  e d i to r  o f  th e  I n t e r  M ountains and 
M antle . B u tte  D aily  P o s t . Jan u ary  4» 1915»
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were in te r e s te d  in  th e  p r o je c t ,  and th ey  e n th u s ia s t i c a l ly  su b sc rib ed  to  
s to c k  in  th e  company. As th e  paper c o s t more to  p u b lis h  th an  had bema 
a n t ic ip a te d ,  assessm en ts became n e c e ssa ry , and many o f  th e  o r ig in a l  
s to c k h o ld e rs  began to  drop  o u t .  T his a c t io n  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  s to c k ­
h o ld e rs  was p a r t i a l l y  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  Slantle*s ev e n tu a l c o n tro l o f 
th e  p a p e r.
From i t s  in c e p tio n  u n t i l  I 9 0 1 , when he so ld  th e  p ap e r. M antle 
p layed  a  dominant r o le  in  th e  management o f  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. At th e  
o u ts e t  he was e le o te d  b u s in e ss  manager o f  th e  p u b lis h in g  company and 
was p laced  in  s o le  charge o f  th e  p a p e r . S ince  he was a ls o  s e le c te d  as  th e  
t r e a s u r e r ,  h is  f i r s t  jo b  in c lu d ed  c o l le c t in g  s u b s c r ip t io n s  behind th e  
c o u n te r . I n  a d d i t io n  to  managing i t s  b u s in e ss  a f f a i r s ,  he p e rs o n a lly  d i ­
r e c te d  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  p o licy *  A lthough M antle never was an e d i to r  o f  th e  
p a p e r, he sometimes w ielded h is  pen fo r  th e  e d i t o r i a l  colum ns. In  1898, 
John B . Read, th e  e d i to r  o f  th e  paper f o r  alm ost tw enty  y e a r s ,  claim ed 
th a t  Miantle had su g g ested  most o f  th e  m ajor is s u e s  th e  paper ad v o ca ted .
S ince  th e  I n t e r  M ountain became th e  le a d in g  R epublican newspaper 
in  M ontana, M an tle 's  view s were d issem in a ted  th r o o ^ o u t  th e  s t a t e .  The 
I n t e r  M ountain reg ard ed  i t s e l f  as th e  R epublican organ f o r  th e  e n t i r e  
s t a t e  and, u n t i l  1896, i t  c o n s is te n t ly  fo llow ed th e  p a r ty  l i n e .  In  1889» 
in  answer to  some c r i t i c s ,  i t  av e rred  th a t  i t s  f i d e l i t y  to  th e  0 .  0 .  x’. 
had n ev er been q u es tio n ed  n o r i t s  m otives a s s a i le d  by any tru e  
R epublican
In  a d d i t io n  to  i t s  r o l e  as  th e  fo rem ost R epublican  jo u rn a l  in  
M ontana, th e  I n t e r  M ountain was a ls o  M an tle’s p e rso n a l o rg an . To many,
^^ I n te r  M ountain. November 9» 1898; December 21 , I 9 0 0 .
25 l b i d . . December 29 , 1889.
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M fiatle and th e  I n t e r  M oontaln were e y n c n y u s o a s T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  l e  n o t 
s u r p r i s in g  th a t  in  1890, when th e re  was a  s p l i t  in  th e  ran k s  o f  th e  B u tte  
R ep u h lio an s, Thomas Couch, th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  d i s s id e n t s ,  th re a te n e d  to  
h a re  th e  p ap er read  c u t o f  th e  p a r ty  a l w g  w ith  M a n t l e . ^7 The B u tte  p aper 
c o n s is te n t ly  d e n ie d , h m re re r , t h a t  i t  had any i n t e r e s t  in  f u r th e r in g  
M a n tle 's  c a r e e r .  I t  in s i s t e d  th a t  i t  was no more ooncem ed w ith  th e  p e r­
so n a l end p o l i t i c a l  fo r tu n e s  o f  M antle th e n  i t  was w ith  th o se  o f  any o th e r  
I c y a l  Eepuhlioan.^®  In  answer to  th e  charge o f  immodesty taroug^t a g a in s t  
i t  hy th e  H elena Hey a id ,  th e  I n t e r  M ountain r e p l ie d  t h a t  M a n tle 's  name 
f re q u e n tly  appeared  in  i t s  columns o n ly  th a t  i t  m ig^t r e f u te  th e  l i e s  
p r in te d  e lsew here  abou t him .^* M ev erth e lese ,  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  I n t e r  
M ountain was M a n tle 's  o rgan  was im p o rta n t. He l iv e d  in  an e r a  when th e  
jo u rn a ls  o f  th e  s t a t e  exchanged t h e i r  newspapers w ith  cme a n o th e r . Thus, 
o cm sid erah le  e d i t o r i a l  space  was devoted  e i th e r  to  answ ers to  a r t i c l e s  
w r i t te n  in  o th e r  new spapers o r  to  e x c e rp ts  from th o se  new spapers, ifffaen 
a  jo u rn a l  c a r r ie d  a  comment from th e  I n t e r  M ountain, i t s  re a d e rs  could  
im m ediately  d is c e rn  what M antle th o u g h t on a  p a r t i c u l a r  s u h je o t .  Through 
t h i s  medium M a n tle 's  view s were glrmn w idespread coverage th roughout th e  
s t a t e .
Once he had th e  I n t e r  M ountain o p e ra t in g  s u c c e s s fu l ly .  M antle 
re tu rn e d  to  th e  f i e l d  o f  h u s in e s s .  As a  f r o n t i w  c a p i t a l i s t ,  he oon- 
t i s u e d  to  he r e s t l e s s  and in c re d ib ly  e n te r p r i s in g .  Hot lo n g  a f t e r  h is  
a r r i v a l  in  B u t te ,  he had formed an acq u a in tan ce  w ith  C h arles S . W arren,
26see th e  G rea t M alls T rib u n e . August 2 2 , 1889. 
^7 ln te r  M ountain. Septem ber 7 , 1090.
2t o l d . . Hovember 4 ,  1891.
% b i d . . December 1 6 , 2 3 , 1894.
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a  lo n g  tim e r e s id e n t  o f  th e  area*  Thc^ soon became Invo lved  in  many p ro f ­
i t a b l e  v e n tu re s .  For n in e  y e a r s ,  th e  two men were p a r tn e rs  in  a  p ro sp e r -  
oue b ro k erag e  b u sin ess*  So f lo u r i s h in g  was t h e i r  o rg a n iz a tio n  t h a t ,  by 
1889, th e  f irm  o f  M antle and W arren, Insutrance, Real E s ta te  and M ining 
A rokere , was a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  tw e n ty -th re e  in su ran ce  companies *^^ In  
a d d i t io n ,  t h e i r  a m b itio n , i n i t i a t i v e ,  and growing c a p i t a l  re so u rce s
rew arded them w ith  v a r ie d  h o ld in g s  in  B u tte  as  w e ll as th roughou t th e  
51s ta te *
P r iv a te  companies vdiich were o rgan ized  to  supp ly  e l e c t r i c i t y  
arcaused th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  many Montana c a p i t a l i s t s ,  and M antle and Warren 
were n o t ex cep tio n s*  The two men appear to  have been s to c k h o ld e rs  in  th e  
S i lv e r  Bow E le o tr lo  Cou^any, a  p io n e e r  in  th e  f i e l d ,  which was a  f o re ­
ru n n er o f  th e  Montana Power C o m p a n y T h e y  were a ls o  prom oters o f  a  
power coBtpany a t  B i l lo n ,  Montana* The I n t e r  Mountain on June 2$ , IBgO, 
anmounoed t h a t  th e  B illo n  c i t y  co u n c il had g ra n te d  a  f ra n c h is e  to  th e
) % u t t e  C ity  D ire c to ry , 1669* They l i s t e d  as t h e i r  s p e c ia l t i e s  
th e  fo llo w in g  a r e a s t  S tocks and Bonds, Mines and R anches, In su ra n ce  
Indem nity ; % auranc#  o f  M ills  and S m elte rs  ; Bond, Buy and S e l l  Mines; 
Prom oters o f  M ining E n te rp r is e s ;  A gents f o r  th e  R e p re se n ta tiv e  American 
and E n g lish  In su ra n ce  Companies*
5^Joaqu in  M il le r ,  An I l l u s t r a t e d  H is to ry  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  Montana 
(Chicago* The Lewis P u b lish in g  Company, 1894), p .  545*
^ B u t t e  D a ily  P o s t . November 19 , 1954* Douglas F . L e ig h to n , "The 
C orpo ra te  BistcMey o f  th e  Montana Power Cosspany, 1882-1915" (U npublished 
M. A* d i e s i s ,  Dept* o f  Mia to r y ,  Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , 1951), pp# 8 ,9*  
L eigh ton  s ta te d  t h a t  th e  Thcmson-Hoaston E le c t r i c  Company o f  B oston r e ­
ce iv ed  a  f ra n c h is e  from th e  B u tte  c i t y  c o u n c il in  1889, p e rm it t in g  i t  to  
e r e c t  and m a in ta in  a  l i g h t  and power s e rv ic e  in  B u t te ,  Im m ediately  a f t e r  
r e c e iv in g  th e  f r a n c h is e ,  t h a t  oojqpany t r a n s f e r r e d  i t  to  B. J .  C a r te r  and 
George W. I r v in  I I ,  who one week e a r l i e r  had in c o rp o ra te d  under Montana 
law th e  S ilvm r Bow E le c t r i c  L ig h t Company. I n  F eb ru ary , 1892,
H* M* Jfy lleeby  and h i s  M iso c ia tes  a c q u ired  c o n tro l  o f  th e  company* The 
I n t e r  M ountain* June 2 5 , 1890, o a r r ie d  a  s to r y  abou t M a n tle 's  in ju r y  from 
an ex p lo s io n  o f  a  ateaaq>ipe a t  th e  new e l e c t r i c  l i # i t  works* In c id e n ­
t a l l y ,  M antle , I r v i n ,  and W arren were th e  th r e e  o r ig in a l  founders o f  th e  
B u tte  R epub lican  p a r ty .
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Beaverhead W ater, L ig h t and Power Company to  fu rn is h  th a t  c i t y  w ith  e le c ­
t r i c  l i ^ t s  and perhaps w a te r . The new company c o n s is te d  o f W arren, 
M antle , George I r v in ,  H. L . F rank , B. F . W hite, and S . J .  C a r te r .  Follow­
in g  & n a t io n a l  t r e n d ,  t h i s  same group o f c a p i t a l i s t s  became in te ro D te d  in  
r a i l r o a d  in v es tm e n t. In  1890, th ey  formed a  company to  c o n s tru c t  th e  
R a tio n a l Park and S o u th e a s te rn  R ailw ay, T his road  was supposed to  connect 
w ith  th e  B urling tcm  which had th en  been b u i l t  to  B i l l i n g s . L i k e  most 
Montana e n tre p re n e u rs , M antle and Warrmi were in te r e s te d  in  m ining.
T h ro u ^  t h e i r  r e a l  e s ta te  agency, th ey  acqu ired  a  co n s id e rab le  number o f 
c la im s , e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f B u tte . Two o f th e  more famous, th e  
Comanche c la im  and th e  S p e c u la to r  m ine, were invo lved  in  much l i t i g a t i o n .  
The two men were a ls o  members o f  a c o rp o ra tio n  \diich h e ld  s to ck  in  an o ld  
go ld  m ine, th e  C a p ita l ,  when a  r i c h  s t r i k e  was made.^^
In  a d d i t io n  to  h is  b u s in e ss  v en tu re s  w ith  W arren, M antle , h im s e lf , 
engaged in  v a r io u s  economic p u r s u i t s . A f te r  th e  d is s o lu t io n  o f  th e  M antle 
and W arren R eal E s ta te  Company about 1 69 ), M antle acq u ired  an in t e r e s t  in  
th e  A etna Savings and Loan Company, which had o f f ic e s  in  G reat F a l ls  as
36w ell as in  B u tte . Perhaps em ula ting  Marcus Deü.y, M antle, in  1891, 
purchased  th e  B irc h d a le  s to c k  farm  o f  2 ,500  a c re s  o u ts id e  G len , Montana,
) ) l n t e r  M ountain. J u ly  30, 1890. M antle was p re s id e n t;  and h e ,
H. L . F rank , George W, I r v in ,  R . C. Hay, W. McC. W hite, and Warren were
on th e  board o f  d i r e c t o r s .
^^M antle, P . A. L argey , W arren, and N icho las J .  B ie len b e rg  owned 
th e  Comanche. Largey and M antle had o th e r  m ining investm en ts to g e th e r .  
They became invo lved  in  s e v e ra l  s u i t s  over th e  S p e c u la to r .
^ ^ r e a t  F a i ls  T rib u n e , May 19, 1886. The s to c k  was h e ld  p r i ­
m arily  by James M o ffe tt, M an tle , H. L. F rank , W arren, M. A. M eyendorff, 
and W illiam  B. Webb. M antle and M o ffe tt had re lo c a te d  th e  mine a f t e r
i t  had been abandoned f o r  y e a r s .
^^ I b id . , F eb ru ary  4» 1895» I n t e r  M ountain. J u ly  6 , 1899*
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on which to  r a i s e  Thorou^breds*^"^ This i n t e r e s t  in  h o rses  caused him to  
p a r t i c ip a t e  in  ra c in g  a c t i v i t i e s  and, aa v ic e -p re s id e n t  o f  th e  re o rg a n iz e d  
West S ide  R acing A sso c ia tio n , he p r a c t i c a l ly  managed th a t  o rg a n iz a tio n .
A l th o u ^  M antle was co n s id e red  one o f  B u t te 's  le a d in g  e n tre ­
p re n e u rs , th e  e x te n t o f  h is  fo r tu n e  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  d e te rm in e . D uring 
th e  p e rio d  # ie n  he was prom inent in  p o l i t i c s ,  h is  w ea lth  was e s tim a ted  
from  $100,000 to  $ 2 ,0 0 0 ,000 .^^  The I n t e r  M ountain in  1896 d e c la re d  th a t  
M antle owned only two b u ild in g s  w orth about $50 ,000, and an in t e r e s t  in  
th e  I n t e r  M ountain, which a t  th a t  tim e was s o l v e n t . ^0 But in  s p i t e  o f  
t h i s  s ta tem en t th e  f ig u re  o f  $100,000 undoubtedly  was too  low . The H o li-  
day I n t e r  M ountain. 1889-90, had rem arked th a t  th e  M antle and B ie len b e rg  
B lock a lo n e  was w orth about $30 ,500 , and M an tle 's  e x ten s iv e  h o ld in g s  in  
r e a l  e s t a t e  would seem ingly push th e  f ig u re  w e ll above $100,000. S in ce  
th e  e s tim a te  o f  $2 ,000 ,000  was made by a  p a r t i s a n  newspaper d u r in g  a
h ea ted  p o l i t i c a l  campaign, i t  would appear th a t  t h i s  f ig u re  to o  was
in a c c u ra te .  T h e re fo re , th e  G reat F a l ls  T r ib u n e 's  e s tim a te  o f  $400,000
^^E ncyclopedia o f  American B iography, op . c i t . . p .  191> I n t e r  
M ountain. Septem ber l 6 ,  1891.
^® In te r M ountain. Jan u ary  13» 1892; G reat F a l ls  T rib u n e . March 5» 
1893. The T ribune claim ed he owned and conducted th e  B u tte  ra c e  co u rse ,
b u t i t  appears th a t  he was only  one o f  a group o f  B u tte  men who were
engaged in  t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e .
5 9 s t .  Paul G lobe. March 5» 1893; M antle C lip p in g s . These c l i p ­
p in g s s e n t to  th e  au th o r by M rs. M antle were p a r t  o f  a  scrapbook k ep t by 
M an tle . The Globe gave th e  f ig u re  o f  $100,000, In  1900, th e  G reat F a l ls  
T ribune e s tim a te d  h is  fo r tu n e  a t  $400,000. November 2 , 1900. The 
$2 ,000 ,000  f ig u r e ,  su g g ested  by a  c r i t i c a l  E a s te rn  paper d u rin g  th e  s i l ­
v e r  c o n tro v e rsy  in  1896, was h e a te d ly  den ied  by th e  I n t e r  M ountain on 
August 12 , 1896.
^^ n t e r  M ountain. August 12, 1896. The B u tte  C ity  D ire c to ry ,
1897, l i s t e d  M a n tle 's  ow nership o f  two b u ild in g s — th e  M antle B u ild in g , 
l6  West Broadway, and th e  M antle and B ie le n b e rg  B u ild in g , 17 b e s t  
Broadway. M antle had mortgaged h is  p ro p e r ty  d u rin g  th e  p an ic  o f  1893 
so  t h a t  th e  paper m ig^t s u rv iv e . I n t e r  M ountain. December 21 , 1900.
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woul.d appear to  be le s s  c o n tro v e rs ia l  th an  th e  o th e r  two f ig u re s#  M antle 
was n o t as  w ealtlqr as Daly o r C la rk , tout he can J u s t i f i a b ly  be co n s id ered  
a  c a p i t a l i s t .
Thus, w ith in  f i f t e e n  y e a rs  a f t e r  h is  a r r i v a l  in  B u tte , M antle was 
a  prom inent f ig u re  in  b o th  p o l i t i c a l  and f in a n c ia l  c i r c l e s .  And y e t ,  
when he f i r s t  appeared  on th e  scen e , he found macy con tem poraries w ith  
In te l l ig e n c e  and am bition  com parable to  h is  own. T h is e q u a li ty  extended 
even f u r th e r .  The o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  and f in a n c ia l  su ccess  were 
a v a i la b le  to  a l l  who were in te r e s te d  in  u t i l i z i n g  them . The m a jo rity  o f  
M an tle ts  co n tem p o ra rie s , however, d id  n o t become as prom inent as he d id .  
T h e re fo re , he must have been a id ed  by c e r ta in  in ta n g ib le s  such as energy , 
p e r s o n a l i ty ,  and p h y s ic a l appearance . He must have p o ssessed  s e v e ra l 
c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  which made him a p p e a lin g  to  h is  fe llo w  men.
F ro n t ie r  democracy had a  weakness fo r  men who ex em p lified  th e  
" rag s  to  r ic h e s "  s to r y .  Thus, when M antle appeared  b e fo re  h is  c o n s t i tu ­
e n t s ,  he was fo r tu n a te  th a t  he ty p i f i e d  th e  se lf-m ade man so adm ired a t  
th e  tim e* The e d i t o r i a l  comment in  th e  new spapers o f  Montana i l l u s t r a t e d  
th e  im portance o f t h i s  a s p e c t in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  In  many sk e tch es  
w r i t te n  when he was ap p o in ted  to  th e  S enate  in  1693» he was c h a ra c te r iz e d  
as ty p ify in g  th e  t r u e  w es te rn e r—a  man who had come to  America a t  an e a r ly  
ag e , and by hard  work, am b itio n , and energy had r i s e n  to  th e  to p  f in a n ­
c i a l l y ,  s o c i a l l y ,  and p o l i t i c a l l y .  The H elena Independent rem arked, f o r  
exam ple, t h a t  he had grown from sm all beg inn ings to  become a  le a d e r  in  
th e  b u s in e ss  and p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s  o f  Montana, and th a t  he had won a l l ,  
n o t by a c c id e n t o f  b i r t h  o r  f o r tu n e ,  b u t th rough  th e  in h e r i ta n c e  o f b ra in s  
and e n e r g y T h e  H elena H erald  ex p la in ed  th a t  th e  term  "se lf-m ad e  man"
4lMaroh 15, 1895.
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had f a l l e n  in to  d is r e p u te ,  b u t th a t  i f  i t s  p ro p er s ig n i f ic a n c e  were r e ­
s to red #  i t  m l ^ t  be a p p lie d  to  M antle w ith  ’’e n t i r e  j u s t i c e  and w ith  th e  
f u l l  fo rc e  o f  th e  oommendation th a t  I t  o u ^ t  to  convey*”^  An example o f  
th e  h e ig h ts  to  which he had ascended i s  th e  banquet menu p r in te d  in  The 
War o f  th e  Copper Kinjtesi each co u rse  had th e  p ro p er French wine to  
aecoBq>any i t#  and th e  so u v e n ir  menu was w r i t te n  in  mixed Prenoh and 
E n g lis h /^
Those p a r t l e ip e a t s  in  p o l i t i c s  who p o ssess  an a t t r a c t i v e  appear­
ance as w ell a s  a  p le a s a n t p e r s o n a l i ty  a re  ex trem ely  f o r tu n a te .  M antle 
was d e sc r ib e d  as " a  man o f  p a r t s ,  handsome, pow erfu l, shrew d, dem ooratio# 
p o p u l a r . " ^  Thus th e  p h y s ic a l appearance o f  t h i s  am iable gentlem an 
appears to  have been an e s s e n t i a l  a t t r i b u t e  in  b is  p a rs  (mal p o p u la r i ty .  
When he went to  th e  S enate  in  1895# th e  Helena Independent d e c la re d  th a t  
he would v ie  w ith  Fred Dubois o f  Id ah o , bo th  as a  b ac h e lo r  and in  good 
lo o k s , and th a t  he would be sought a f t e r  by a  number o f  "mammas" who
wanted to  "land" him as a  s o n - i n - l a w T h e  G reat F a l ls  T ribune aoknowl-
46edged th a t  he was handsome. This man idiose p h y s ic a l appearance was so 
lauded  was about 5* 9" o r  10" t a l l .  B is eyes were h is  most s t r i k i n g  fe a ­
tu r e ;  he had one b lu e  and one brown ey e . Brown h a i r  capped a  round f u l l  
f a c e .  He d re sse d  in  th e  h e i ^ t  o f  fa s h io n , and h i s  c lo th e s  were th e  b e s t
4 ^ i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. January  I J ,  1895.
43c. B. G lasscock# The War o f  th e  Copper K inas (Hew York: The
B o b b s-M errill Company, 1935)» PP» 122, 125.
44 ib id . « p .  122. G lasscock  in te rv iew ed  M antle , and he to o  may 
have been im pressed  w ith  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  th e  man.
4^Quoted in  th e  G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e , December 5# 1895»
4 ^ecem b er 5 , 1895* S t .  P au l G lobe, March 5» 1893? M antle C lip ­
p in g s .  The Globe d e c la re d  t h a t  he had a  p re p o sse ss in g  ap p earan ce .
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t lm t money could  buy* As h is  d o tin g  m other would sa y , "N othing i s  too  
good f o r  our L ee ."^?
That he was charm ing in  a  s o c ia l  sense i s  n o t d is p u te d . Even h is  
enemies a t t e s t  to  h is  charm . P- A. 0*F a r r e l l ,  a  sev ere  c r i t i c  o f M antle, 
observed  th a t  he had been a  f a v o r i te  w ith  Montana peop le  because he had 
been b o m  w ith  champagne t a s t e s  and loved a  good tim e , good company, and 
good c h e e r . O 'F a r r e l l  went on to  say  th a t  M antle was e x c e lle n t  company 
and , had he p o ssessed  th e  p r ic e le s s  advantages o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a in in g  
and c u l tu r e ,  he would have made no sm all amrk on th e  men o f h is  tim e .^ ^  
A nother o b se rv e r commented th a t  M antle possessed  s u p e r io r  smoothness to  a 
h ig h  d e g r e e . I n  h i s  fu n e ra l o ra t io n  f o r  M antle, S en a to r H arry Gallwey 
d e c la re d  th a t  he had been an id e a l  to a s tm a s te r  and an e x c e l le n t  s to ry ­
t e l l e r ,  and consequen tly  had been a  welcome g u est a t  any fu n c tio n  o f 
im portance in  th e  e n t i r e  s t a t e
L ike Warren G. H arding and o th e r  g e n ia l  " su c c e sse s ,"  he was a  
poker p la y e r  and a  " jo in e r ."  M a n tle 's  t a l e n t  as a  poker p la y e r  was 
n o ta b le .  H is a b i l i t y  i s  s u b s ta n t ia te d  an o ld  newspaper crony who
claim ed th a t  he was one o f  th e  " b e s t dammm p o k e r-p la y e rs  th a t  ev er peeked
51a t  a  h o i e -c a rd ."  FurthersK>re, a  gentlem an by th e  name o f  P a tr ic k  C la rk ,
47lnt(KPview w ith  D r. J .  D. McGregor, November 25» 1955- D r. McGre­
gor was a  p io n e e r  v e te r in a r y  surgeon and so n -in -law  o f  Mary Ann M antle 
B e rg e r.
^®Oreat F a l ls  T ribune « August 27* 1900. A l e t t e r  from P . A. O 'F ar­
r e l l  to  th e  p a p e r . M witle never had any fcurmal e d u c a tio n , bu t was s e l f -  
ta u g h t .  T h is  la c k  o f  fo rm al d i s c ip l in e  may o r may have n o t handicapped 
h is  judgm ent.
49Helena In d ep en d en t, c i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain, May 29 , 1896.
5PButte D aily  P o e t, November 24 , 1954*
5 lL e t te r  from R ichard  R. K ilro y , November 1 , 1955, to  th e  a u th o r .
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who had once ch ea ted  M antle ou t o f  some money, s a id  t h a t  M antle l a t e r  won 
i t  hack a t  th e  ta h le .^ ^  A good lodge man, he was a  )2nd degree Mason, an 
Odd F ellow , an B lk , and a  member o f th e  K nights o f  P y th ia s , He se rv ed  as 
th e  f i r s t  Montana Grand C h an ce llo r o f  th e  l a t t e r  o rg a n iz a tio n .^ ^  Thus, 
th e  g e n ia l  Lee M antle , as he was so  f re q u e n tly  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  can e a s i ly  be 
p ic tu re d  p la y in g  poker and ta lk in g  p o l i t i c s  in  some smoky room in  B u tte .
At th e se  impromptu g a th e r in g s  as w ell as a t  th e  more form al lodge meet­
in g s , he formed f r ie n d e h ip s  v a lu a b le  in  th e  prom otion o f h is  p o l i t i c a l  
c a r e e r .
As a  sp e a k e r . M antle gained  much renown. A l th o u ^  he was s a id  to  
have been sh y , he had a  f lu e n t  tongue and a  g i f t  o f  o ra to ry  once he was 
in  f a m il ia r  s u r r ound i ngs . When he began to  t a l k ,  he would say  th a t  he 
h e s i ta te d  to  speak a f t e r  so  im portan t a  personage as th e  man who had p re ­
ceded him, o r  would m odestly  c la im  th a t  he had n o th in g  p rep a red . A fte r
t h i s  d isa rm in g  in tro d u c t io n , how ever, he would d isc o u rse  fo r  long  pe- 
59r io d s .  E i th e r  shyness o r  an a ttem p t to  o b ta in  th e  l i s t e n e r 's  sympathy 
may have occasioned  M an tle 's  a p o lo g ie s . In  s p i t e  o f t h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  
however, he was an e f f e c t iv e  sp e a k e r . I t  has been a ffirm ed  th a t  h is  v o ic e
5 2 û rea t F a l ls  T rib u n e . August 6 , 1899.
^^E ncyclopedia o f  American B iography, op . c i t » , p .  191-
54Yellow8tone J o u m a l;  M antle C lip p in g s . The Jo u rn a l s a id  th a t  
he was r e t i r i n g  a lm ost to  th e  deg ree  o f b a s h fu ln e s s .
55"While I  do n o t u s u a lly  f in d  much tro u b le  in  g iv in g  ex p re ss io n  
to  my t h o u ^ t s  and id e a s ,  I  must con fess to  a  g r e a t  d ea l o f  em barrassm ent 
and to  a  s p e c ia l  la c k  o f  a b i l i t y  to  p ro p e r ly  c lo th e  ay f e e l in g s  in  o rd e r 
t h a t  X may e x p re s s , Mr. S p eak er, to  th e  members o f  t h i s  house sy  g r a t i tu d e  
and a p p re c ia t io n  o f th e  v ery  e lo q u en t woidLs id iich  have been spoken»**
I n t e r  M ountain. March 17, 1889*
# n t l e  s a id  i t  had been h is  p le a su re  on more th a n  one occasion  to  
ad d re ss  th e  peop le  o f  B u tte , bu t he n ever had f e l t  so  em barrassed as  he 
d id  on t h i s  o c c a s io n . I n t e r  M ountain, March 8 , 1893*
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waa 8 0  p e rsu a s iv e  t h a t  he s te a d ie d  th e  w avering l in e s  o f  h is  p a r ty  in  sev­
e r a l  c a m p a ig n s .^  Kor d id  he co n fin e  h is  t a l e n t  to  p o l i t i c s  a lo n e . H is au­
d ie n ces  in c lu d ed  a  p u b lic  assem bly c a l le d  to  d isc u ss  Coxey*s a m y , a  K nights 
o f  P y th ia s  co n v en tio n , and a m eeting  o f  th e  S cand inav ian  F ree C hurch.
M antle u t i l i z e d  h is  o rg a n iz in g  a b i l i t y  to  ach ieve  p o l i t i c a l  d i s ­
t i n c t i o n .  A founder o f  any o rg a n iz a tio n  n a tu r a l ly  re c e iv e s  a  c e r ta in  
measure o f  p r e s t ig e  and renown. In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  c a re e r  o f  a  p o l i t i c i a n  
i s  undoubtedly  a id ed  as h is  name becomes more f a m il ia r  to  th e  prom inent 
le a d e rs  o f  th e  s t a t e .  W ith t h i s  in  mind, th e  am bitious M antle was in ­
s tru m e n ta l in  found ing  such groups as th e  Sfontana P ress  A sso c ia tio n  and 
th e  B u tte  Chamber o f  Commerce. In  th e se  b o d ie s , he n o t only  a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  many o f th e  lo a d in g  men o f B u tte  and Montana, b u t he a ls o  dem onstrated  
h is  a b i l i t y  as a  w orker. Thus, i t  would seem th a t  h is  r o l e  as an 
o rg a n iz e r  h e lp ed  f u r th e r  h is  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t io n s .
A l th o u ^  M antle lack ed  th e  d e s ira b le  p o l i t i c a l  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  a 
demure w ife  axui beaming c h i ld re n ,  t h i s  waa more th an  rem edied by h is  devo- 
tivm  to  h is  m other. U n til  h e r  d ea th  in  1901, M antle was h e r  s o le  su p p o r t, 
and th e  two were a lm ost in s e p a ra b le .  Mrs. M antle had l iv e d  a t  th e  o ld  
s t a t i o n  house a t  P le a sa n t T a l le y ,  where she  had a s s i s te d  h e r f a v o r i t e  son 
in  th e  ru n n in g  o f  h i s  b u s in e s s . When he moved to  B u t te ,  she accompanied 
him . A f te r  he ach ieved  f in a n c ia l  su c c e s s , he b u i l t  a  la rg e  home fo r  h e r  
in  a  fa sh io n a b le  s e c t io n  o f  th e  c i t y .^ ^  His f i l i a l  devoticm  was always a  
s u b je c t  o f  c o m m e n t , a n d  t h i s  f a i th f u ln e s s  to  h i s  m other undoubtedly
S^PrO A ressive Men o f  th e  S ta te  o f  Montana (Chicagot A . W. Bowen 
and C o ., 1902J, p . 210.
5?The home was lo c a te d  a t  21) N orth  Montana S t r e e t .
5®See S an d ers , o p . c i t . . p .  861; E ncyclopedia o f  American Biog­
ra p h y . O P .  c i t . . p .  192; P ro g re s s iv e  Men o f MontMia. o p .  c i t . . p . 210.
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c re a te d  a  fa v o ra b le  Im pression  on th e  v o tin g  p u b lic .
T h e re fo re , i t  la  Imgpoealble to  d iv o rce  Lee I te n tle  as a  p o l i t i c i a n  
from Lee M antle a s  a  p u b lic  p e r s o n a l i ty .  At an e a r ly  ag e , soon a f t e r  ho 
a r r iv e d  in  America from  E ngland, he showed th a t  he po ssessed  c e r t a in  
q u a l i t i e s —r e s t l e e s n e a s ,  a a A ltlo n , e n te r p r i s e ,  charm—th a t  would enab le  
him to  ach iev e  su ccess on th e  f lu id  e c o n ^ ^  o f  th e  f r o n t i e r .  He e a r ly  
in d ic a te d  what was to  fo llo w  when he le a rn ed  te le g ra p h y  d u rin g  h is  f r e e  
tim e , and th e n  owned a  s t a t i o n  w ith in  two y e a r s .
M antle*a f in a n c ia l  suocess began when he a r r iv e d  in  Butt® in  1877* 
H is p a r tn e rs h ip  w ith  C h a rle s  S . Warren p ro sp e red , and th e  two men had 
i n t e r e s t s  in  m ining, r e a l  e s t a t e ,  in su ra n c e , r a i l r o a d s ,  and power com­
p a n ie s .  W ith in  te n  y e a r s .  M antle had become one o f B u tts* s  le a d in g  
businessm en. E ls  f in a n c ia l  su ccess undoubted ly  had f a r  re ao h in g  impor­
ta n c e  in  h is  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  A m bition had im pelled  M antle to  improve 
h is  p o s i t io n  in  l i f e ,  and may account f o r  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  p o l i t i c s .  I t  
a p p e a rs , however, t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  o f f ic e s  were n o t sought as a  means to  
g a in  f in e n o ia l ly ,  b u t th a t  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  p o e iticm  allow ed him th e  tim e 
and gave him th e  s t a tu r e  to  r i s e  p o l i t i c a l l y .
F ro n t ie r  dm soorai^ l ik e d  c e r t a in  o h a r a o te r ls t io s  in  i t s  p o l i t i ­
c ia n s ,  and M antle was f o r tu n a te  th a t  he p o ssessed  so  many th a t  were con­
s id e re d  im p o rta n t. An a g re e a b le , handsome, and g e n ia l  gen tlem an , he met 
th e  men o f  B u tte  on t h e i r  d i f f e r w t  l e v e l s , and undoubted ly  Im pressed them 
w ith  h ie  charm , h ie  sp eak in g  a b i l i t y ,  and h is  se lf-m ad e  su c c e s s . His 
low ly  background « p e a l e d  to  th e  workingmen, and gave them th e  encouragem ent 
t h a t  a  r a g s - to - r ic h e s  s to r y  always d o es . Yet h is  charm was so  g re a t  and he 
becasM» so  p o lis h e d  t h a t  th e  b e s t  homes o f  B u tte  were a ls o  open to  him .
Thus, h i s  p e rso n a l p o p u la r i ty  was a ls o  in s tru m e n ta l in  f u r th e r in g  h is  
p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .
CHAPTER I I
RISE OF A RBPÜBLICAH POLITICIAN
3W itle  ach ieved  a  p o s i t io n  o f  poromlnence in  Montana p o l i t i c s  aa a 
m&mtoer o f  th e  Republioan p a r ty .  But aa M a n tle 's  s t a t w  in  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  
i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  a s c e r t a in ,  a  s tu d y  o f seem ingly t r i v i a l  p a r ty  conven tions 
i s  n e c e ssa ry  in  o rd e r to  r e v e a l  th e  scope o f  h is  p o l i t i c a l  power* More­
o v e r , M hntle 'e  c a re e r  and th e  B u tte  R epublican  p a r ty  a r e  alm ost synony­
mous, as b o th  h i s  p e rso n a l ro o ts  and h is  p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g th  la y  in  S i lv e r  
Bow county* In d eed , h i s  r o le  aa a  founder o f  th e  B u tte  o rg a n iz a tio n  may 
have been a  d e te rm in in g  f a c to r  in  h is  p o l i t i c a l  s u c c e s s . I n i t i a l l y  only 
a  lo c a l  p o l i t i c i a n ,  h i s  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  p a r ty  le a d e rs  began w ith  h is  
e le c t io n  to  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a tu r e  in  1882, S ince  he was young# am­
b i t i o u s ,  and a  good w orker, th e  o ld  guard was persuaded  to  rew ard him w ith  
such honors as th e  p a r ty  cou ld  bestow  on an e n te r p r is in g  p o l i t i c i a n .  When 
he became an  ea g e r a s p i r a n t  f o r  s t a t e  o f f i c e s ,  he ch a llen g ed  th e  a u th o r i ty  
o f  th e s e  m itrenched le a d e r s ,  however*
As no man e x i s t s  i n  a  vacuum, an u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  
m il ie u  in  which M antle o p e ra ted  i s  d e s i r a b le .  O rganised  in  I 8 6 4 , Montana 
was s t i l l  a  t e r r i t o r y  when M entis a r r iv e d  in  B u t te .  S in ce  a l l  excep t one 
o f  th e  n a t io n a l  a d m in is tra tio n s  fo llo w in g  th e  C iv i l  War were R epub lican , 
th e  m ajor t e r r i t o r i a l  o f f i c e r s ,  b e in g  p a tronage  a p p o in tee s  o f  th e  p r e s i ­
d e n t ,  g e n e ra l ly  were o f  th a t  p o l i t i c a l  f a i th *  W ithin  th e  t e r r i t o r y  i t s e l f ,  
how ever, th e  Democrats e a r ly  a c q u ire d  p o l i t i c a l  supremacy* In  a d d i t io n  to  
o o n ^ o l l l n g  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  th ey  e le c te d  every  d e le g a te  to  Congress from 
1 ^ 4  to  1888, w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  one R epublican  who was v ic to r io u s  in  
1670. I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  o cm sis te n t su o cess  o f  th e  D em ocrats, th e
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betw een th e  two m ajor p a r t i e s  was sm all dur la g  th o se  y e a r s ,  and by 1889» 
th e  R epvblioaas j u s t  about eq u a led  th e  D eao e ra ts .^  For exam ple, th e  H o li­
day I n t e r  M ountain o f  1887-88 a s s e r te d  th a t  th e  ad h e re n ts  o f  th e  two m ajor 
p a r t i e s  were about e q u a lly  d iv id e d  as to  numbers in  M ontana, th e  advan tage , 
i f  any , b e in g  found on th e  H epubliean  sid e*  I t  added a  q u a l i f i o a t io n ,  how­
e v e r ,  when i t  rem arked th a t  th e  le a d in g  oumOyed men were D em ocrats.^ Ac­
t u a l l y ,  th e  adven t o f  th e  r a i l r o a d s  in  1881 had th re a te n e d  to  te rm in a te  th e  
dom ination  hy th e  Sem oorats, As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  r a i l r o a d  c o n s tru c tio n  in to  
M ontana, many R epublicans from th e  M iddle West m ig ra ted  to  th e  t e r r i t o r y ,  
and th e y  rem ained t r u e  to  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  a l l e g ia n c e s . )
$he D em ocratic p a r ty  in  th e  188 0 's  was a s s c o ia te d  w ith  th e  names 
o f  th e  "R ig  Four” -  -M arcus D aly , S . T . H auser, W. A. C la rk , and C. A. 
B roadw ater, th e  managers o f  th e  o rg a n is a tio n  in  M ontana. Between 1884 
and 1868 th e re  appeared  to  be harmony between th e  fo u r ,  and th e  s t a t e  was 
e s s e n t i a l l y  D em ocratic under t h e i r  c o n t r o l .* % e  y e a r  o f  1666 marked th e  
d i s in te g r a t io n  o f  th e  "B ig F o u r,"  however. In  th e  e le c t io n  o f  th a t  y e a r ,  
Daly and H auser h e lp ed  th e  R epublicans to  d e fe a t  C la rk  in  h is  b id  f o r  
t e r r i t o r i a l  d e leg a te*  In  a d d i t io n ,  b i t t e r n e s s  developed between Hauser 
and B roadw ater, as  th e y  re p re se n te d  r i v a l  r a i l r o a d  c o o p a n ie s .)  As a  r e s u l t
^ F o rre s t  LeRoy F oor, "The S e n a to r ia l  A sp ira tio n s  o f  W illiam  A. C la rk , 
1898-1901" (B npublisked  P h . D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  D ep t, o f  H is to ry , U n iv e rs ity  
o f  C a l i f o r n ia  a t  B e rk e ley , 1941), p .  1 .
^H oliday I n t e r  M ountain (B u ttes  I n t e r  M ountain P u b lish in g  Company, 
1887-88), p .  4 .
^Thomas C. D onnelly , ed«, Rocky M ountain P o l i t i c s  (Albuquerques 
The U n iv e rs ity  o f  Hew Sfexioo P re s s , 1940 ), p p . 202 , 203 , 204.
K e n n e th  Ross T oo le , "Marcus Daly—A Study o f  B usiness in  P o l i t i c s "  
(U npublished  M. A. t h e s i s .  D ep t, o f  H is to ry , Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ,
1 94 8 ), p .  55.
^H auser, th e  H o rth em  P a c i f ic ;  B roadw ater, th e  Montana C e n tr a l .
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o f  t h i s  s t r i f e ], two d i s t i n c t  f a c t io n s ,  each s t r u g g l in g  f o r  c o n tro l  o f  th e  
D em ocratic p a r ty ,  had d e re lo p ed  Toy 1891. With one su p p o rtin g  D aly, and 
th e  o th e r  C la rk , t h i s  feud  was to  e n liv e n  and d is r u p t  Montana p o l i t i c s  
f o r  th e  n e x t n in e  y e a r s .
The R epublican  p a r ty  was n o t th e  harm onious, in te g ra te d  o rg an i­
z a t io n  needed to  f i g h t  e f f e c t iv e ly  a g a in s t  th e  w e a lth ie r  D em ocrats. I t  
a ls o  was d iv id e d  in to  two m ajor fao ti< m s, th e  l i n e  o f  dem arcation  ru n n in g  
th e o r e t i c a l ly  a lo n g  th e  C o n tin e n ta l D iv id e . Thus, when o f f ic e s  were to  
be a p p o rtio n e d , i t  ireis th e  "E as t S ide" v e rsu s  th e  "West S id e ."  H elena 
dom inated th e  "E as t S id e ,"  a s  B u tte  d id  th e  "West S id e ."  The ensu ing  
S tru g g le  f o r  th e  c o n tro l  b o th  o f th e  p a r ty  and o f  pa tronage was a l l e v i ­
a te d  somewhat by an arrangem ent idiereby th e  p a r ty  le a d e rs  t r i e d  to  b a lan ce  
th e  m ajor s t a t e  and n a t io n a l  o f f ic e s  between th e  two f a c t io n s .  T h is com­
prom ise d id  n o t alw ays o p e ra te  in  th e  manner in  w hich i t  was in te n d e d , 
however, and fre q u e n t sq u a b b lin g  broke ou t a c ro s s  th e  m ounta ins. A ll 
was n o t p e a c e fu l w ith in  th e  f a c t io n s  th em se lv es, e i t h e r .  Thus, th e  p o l i t ­
i c a l  p ic tu r e  was f u r th w  confused  by d isp u te s  between c i t i e s  l i k e  B u tte  
and M isso u la , as  w e ll a s  by i n t r a c i t y  c o n te s t s .  C onsequently  a  s t r i f e -  
r id d e n  R epublican  p a r ty  squandered  p rec io u s  o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
supremacy in  M ontana. A u n ite d  o rg a n iz a tio n  cou ld  have tak en  advantage o f 
th e  d is s e n s io n  w ith in  th e  D em ocratic ran k s on s e v e ra l  occasions to  ach ieve 
th e  d e fe a t  o f  t h e i r  r i v a l s .
P re c is e ly  when M antle f i r s t  m an ifested  an i n t e r e s t  in  p o l i t i c s
has n o t been re c o rd e d . About 1879? however, he in d ic a te d  th a t  he was con­
cerned  w ith  th e  p o l i t i c a l  f u tu re  o f  B u tte  when he worked v ig o ro u s ly  f o r
i t s  in c o rp o ra tio n  as a  c i t y .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  he reco g n ized  from th e
q u a n t i ty  o f  b u s in e ss  in  h i s  l i v e r y  s ta b le  th a t  B u tte  had a  f u tu re  and
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eou ld  su p p o rt a  o l ty  gorarxuDent.^
A f te r  th e  r e s id e n ts  o f  B u tte  had succeeded in  in c o rp o râ tIng  i t .  
M antle vae e le c te d  to  th e  c i t y  c o u n c il from th e  f i r s t  ward in  1079» and 
se rv ed  in  th a t  p o s i t io n  f o r  a  y e a r .  Hie c a re e r  as a  counoilm an was n o t 
o u ts ta n d in g . A lthough Mayccr Henry Jacobs ap p o in ted  him to  th e  permanent 
com m ittee on f in s n o e , M antle was ab sen t from  about o n e -h a lf  o f  th e  co u n c il 
m ee tin g s, which does n o t in d ic a te  a  v ery  l i v e ly  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  c i t y
7
goverxaaent o f  B u t t e . '
Any man w ith  am bitions f o r  a  c a re e r  in  p o l i t i c s  f in d s  i t  ad v an ta­
geous to  a f f i l i a t e  w ith  a  group which w i l l  f u rn is h  him f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e  
a s  w e ll as  o rg an ised  s u p p o r t . In  t h i s  r e s p e c t  M antle appears to  have been 
e s p e c ia l ly  f o r tu n a te ,  because he was in s tru m e n ta l in  e s ta b l i s h in g  th e  
E epub lican  p a r ty  in  what l a t e r  became S i lv e r  Bow ooun ty . About 1880, 
M an tle , W arren, and George W. I r v in  formed a  com mittee o f  th re e  to  organ­
iz e  th e  R epublican  |Hurty in  B u t te .  I n i t i a l l y  t h i s  group had on ly  a  sm all 
fo llo w in g , bu t th e  th r e e  men were lo q u ac io u s and p e rso n a b le , and began to
^ P ro g re ss iv e  Men o f  Montana, o p .  c i t . . p .  208.
^M inutes o f  th e  Goxmon C ouncil o f  B u tte  C i ty ,  I&mtena, 1879-80.
On August 1 1 , 1879» a  co m alttee  re p o r te d  th a t  th e  a l l e y  and th e  l o t s  in  
back o f  th e  Owsley and M antle s t a b le  were f i l t h y ,  and su g g ested  th a t  th ey  
be c le a n e d . M antle was ab sen t from th a t  m eeting . A week l a t e r  M antle 
was ap p o in ted  to  a  s p e c ia l  com mittee to  r e p o r t  on l ic e n s e  fe e s  to  be 
en fo rced  by th e  c i t y .  On O ctober 13 , he was ap p o in ted  to  a com m ittee to  
meet w ith  th e  a u th o r i t i e s  from th e  f i r e  departm ent to  le a r n  how th e y  in ­
ten d ed  to  d isp o se  o f  th e  f i r e  en g in e , and he was a l s o  to  meet w ith  th e  
a u th o r i t i e s  from  th e  w ate r company to  le a r n  what y e a r ly  term s th ey  
would make to  f i l l  th e  r e s e r v o i r s  w ith  w a te r . On O ctober 18, M antle 
on b e h a lf  o f  th e  j a i l  com m ittee re p o r te d  th a t  he was s a t i s f i e d  th a t  
Reuben Subolsky was th e  owner o f  th e  p ro p e r ty  on w hich th e  j a i l  had been 
b u i l t .  On December 6 , he v o ted  f o r  a  m otion to  reduce  th e  l ic e n s e  on 
hu rdy-gurdy  houses to  $12 .50  a  m<mth. On January  27 , 1880, he went to  
Deer Lodge to  attcm d a  h e a r in g  b e fo re  th e  2nd D i s t r i c t  C ourt on th e  
i n i t i â t i(m  o f  p r o h ib i t io n .  H is p a r t i c u la r  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  m a tte r  was 
n o t re c o rd e d . On F ebruary  11 , he v o ted  to  a llow  men to  work c la im s in  
th e  c i t y  s t r e e t s .
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a t t r a c t  s u p p o r te r s .  B u tte , th e n  a  p a r t  o f  Deer Lodge co u n ty , had always 
b e m  & s tr< m ^ o ld  o f  th e  D em ocratic p a r ty .  A f te r  th e  founding o f  th e  
B u tte  R epublican  o rg a n iz a tio n , however, th e  e le c t io n s  in  th a t  c i t y  were
O
n o t e n t i r e ly  o n e -s id e d .
Of th e  th re e  o r ig in a l  fo u n d e rs , on ly  M antle was s e le c te d  tim e and 
tim e ag a in  by th e  B u tte  o rg a n iz a tio n  as a  c a n d id a te  f o r  h ig h  p u b lic  o f­
f i c e .  Why d id  t h i s  group su p p o rt M antle by nom inating  him f o r  th e  m ajor 
p o s ts ,  w h ile  i t  v i r t u a l l y  ignored  th e  o th e r  two men? A v a r ie ty  o f  f a c to r s  
p ro b ab ly  were r e s p o n s ib le .  The moat im p o rta n t, u n doub ted ly , was th a t  Man­
t l e  p o ssessed  an in o rd in a te  am bition  f o r  p u b lic  o f f ic e  and i t s  accompany­
in g  p r e s t i g e .  Warren and I r v in  a p p a re n tly  d id  n o t .  B u t, in  a d d i t io n , 
th e  answer may a ls o  l i e  in  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  e x i s t in g  among th e  th r e e  men. 
M an tle , o f  co u rse , cou ld  have been th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  " b ig  th re e "  and, 
th e r e f o r e ,  h is  re p e a te d  ca n d id ac ie s  were on ly  l o g i c a l .  I t  i s  more prob­
a b le ,  how ever, th a t  he was th e  "ftpont man" f o r  th e  t r iu m v ir a te .  The 
o th e r  two men c w ta in ly  r e a l iz e d  th a t  h is  youth  and ag re e ab le  p e rso n a l 
q u a l i t i e s  appealed  to  th e  g e n e ra l v o tin g  p u b l ic .  T h e re fo re , h is  chances 
f o r  e le c t io n  to  o f f ic e  were b e t t e r  th a n  t h e i r  own. Thus, th e  name o f 
n e i th e r  Warren n o r I r v in  was a s s o c ia te d  w ith  any h i ^  p u b lic  o f f i c e ,  a l -  
thougii I r v in  h e ld  s e v e ra l  a p p o in tiv e  p o s ts  as  w ell as a  few minor e le c ­
t iv e  p o s i t io n s  in  B u t te .  I t  would appear th a t  b o th  I r v in  and Warren p a r­
t i c ip a t e d  in  th e  s t a t e  and lo c a l  conven tions w ith  th e  p r in c ip a l  aim o f 
fo rw ard in g  th e  am b itio n s o f  M an tle . M oreover, M a n tle 's  c o n tro l o f th e  
I n t e r  M ountain, th e  m ajor R epublican  organ in  th e  s t a t e ,  undoubtedly  
in f lu e n c e d  th e  B u tte  p a r ty .  I t  would seem th a t  i t  was v i t a l  to  su p p o rt
®Ouy P i a t t ,  The S to r r  o f B u tte  (B utte*  The S tan d ard  P u b lish in g  
C o ., 1897)» p . 35 .
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p o l i t i c a l l y  th e  meua whose new spaper p layed  such  an Ingportant r o l e  in  
th e  p a rty *
She y ea rs  a f t e r  1881 saw M antle develop  as a  prom inent f ig u re  in  
S u t te  R epuh lican  o i r e l e s .  I n  1881, he was e le c te d  ohairimua o f  th e  Repub­
l i c a n  c i t y  com m ittee, and th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  chairm an o f  th e  R epublican  
coun ty  c e n t r a l  com m ittee. At th e  aatne tim e he was w orking v ig o ro u s ly  f o r  
th e  c r e a t io n  o f  S i lv e r  Bow county  in  th e  fa c e  o f  s tu b b o rn  o p p o s itio n  from 
Deer lo d g e .^  He was e le c te d  a  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  to  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  by a  la rg e  m a jo rity  in  1862, and was renom inated  in  1884. In  th e  
l a t t e r  y e a r ,  however, th e  gam bling i n t e r e s t s  o f B u tte  d e fe a te d  him when 
h e  re fu se d  to  prom ise th a t  he would n o t I n te r f e r e  w ith  t h e i r  a c t iv i t ie s .^ ®  
1684, M antle had dem onstrated  to  th e  R epublican  le a d e rs  o f  
th e  t e r r i t o r y  th a t  h ie  a b i l i t y  and I< ^ a lty  as a  p a r ty  w orker e n t i t l e d  him 
to  c e r t a in  rew ard s . In  May o f th a t  y e a r ,  he and W ilbur P . Sanders were 
chosen  a s  d e le g a te s  to  th e  n a t io n a l  R epublican  conven tion  in  Chicago
% r e a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e . Septem ber 2 1 , 1887. U n til  about 1910, 
c o u n ty - s p l i t t in g  was a  f a v o r i t e  o ccupation  o f Montana p o l i t i c i a n s .  See 
J ,  K. Howard, Montana* H igh. Wide and Handsome (Hew Havens T a le  U niver­
s i t y  P re s s ,  1943), op. 2 )6 -2 4 3 . Not cmly were "more o f f ic e s  c re a te d  b u t ,  
in  th e  case  o f S i lv e r  Bow, th e  c e n te r  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n tro l would be moved 
to  B u tte  from Deer Lodge. T h is would be a  decided  advantage to  M antle’s 
newly formed R epublican  p a r ty .  When M antle supported  th e  c r e a t io n  o f Cas­
cade coun ty  in  th e  house o f  r a p r e s e n ta t iv e a , th e  T ribune quoted from th e  
I n t e r  M ountain: "The ex p e rien ce  o f  th e  p a s t  in  Montana in  th e  m a tte r  o f
th e  d iv is io n  o f  c o u n tie s  c e r t a in ly  in d ic a te s  th a t  where th e  peop le  o f  one 
s e c t io n  o f  a  county  f in d  th w e  ( s i c )  i n t e r e s t  opposed iQr th e  people o f  an­
o th e r  s e c t io n ,  i t  i s  w ise and s ta te s m a n lik e , th e  p o p u la tio n  and a s s e s s a b le  
p ro p e r ty  b e in g  ad eq u a te , to  c r e a te  a  s e p a ra te  county governm ent."
^® Sanders, on . c i t . . p .  861.
^^M ichael L esson , e d . , H ia to ry  o f Montana. 1739-1885 (Chicago: 
W arner, B eers and Company, 1885)» p p . 260, 1345. The nom inating  conven­
t io n  was th e  scene o f  a  p itc h e d  p a r ty  b a t t l e . (leorge W. I r v in  nom inated 
M antle and a ls o  pushed th rough  a  m otion f o r  a  v iv a  voce v o te ,  in  opposi­
t i o n  to  th e  w ishes o f  S an d e rs , perhaps in d ic a t in g  th e  in c re a s in g  impor­
ta n c e  o f  th e  B u tte  p a r ty  as  compared to  th e  o ld e r  H elena o rg a n iz a tio n . 
M antle went to  th e  conven tion  w ith  a  p re fe re n c e  f o r  George F . Edmunds o f 
Vexrmont, w h ile  Sanders su p p o rted  B la in e .
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I n  a d d i t io n ,  he n o t only  was s e le c te d  as a  member o f th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  cen­
t r a l  G<mmlttee, b u t wae a ls o  a  p ro sp e c tiv e  g u b e rn a to r ia l  c a n d id a te .
A f te r  G cvem or J .  C. Crosby re s ig n e d . West S ide R epublicans urged  th a t  
M antle be appo in ted  to  re p la c e  him . H is name was p re se n te d  to  P re s id e n t 
C h e s te r  A. A rth u r , w ith  th o ee  o f  James H. M il l s ,  Judge Hiram Knowles, and 
George 0 .  E aton . M il ls ,  Knowles, and Eaton w ithdrew  in  M an tle 's  fa v o r , 
b u t H elena R epublicans co n tin u ed  to  oppose h i s  cand idacy , ^ u i t l e  then  
r e t i r e d  in  fa v o r  o f M il ls ,  b u t t h i s  f a c t io n a l  f ig h t in g  d isg u s te d  th e
n a t io n a l  a d m in is t r â t i«m, and B . P l a t t  C arp en ter o f  Hew York was
12ap p o in ted  in s te a d  o f a  Montanan.
In  1887 and 1889, M antle se rved  two a d d i t io n a l  term s in  th e  t e r r i ,  
t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e .  In  1889, th e  p a r ty  e le c te d  him as th e  Speaker o f  th e  
House o f  th e  l a s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a tu r e .^ ^  The I n t e r  Mountain d e c la re d  
t h a t  t h i s  was a  ooB^lim ent n o t on ly  to  M antle b u t a ls o  to  S i lv e r  Bow 
co u n ty , and le ad s  caie to  wonder what p a r ty  s e rv ic e s  M antle had perform ed 
to  e a rn  th e  p o s i t i o n . W h i l e  M a n tle 's  c a re e r  as  sp eak er was n o t 
s p e c ta c u la r  in  any r e s p e c t ,  he seemed to  se rv e  w ith  c r e d i t
^^ I b i d . . p . 1545.
^^ I n te r  M ountain. January  16 , 1889. T h is  was th e  f i r s t  R epubli­
can l e g i s l a t u r e  in  th e  h i s to r y  o f Mcmtena. M antle was a  t r a in e d  p a r l i a ­
m e n ta r ia n , one o f th e  b e s t  to  p re s id e  in  a  Montana l e g i s l a t u r e ,  s a id  one 
w r i t e r .  I n t e r  M ountain. F ebruary  4 , 1889. The I n t e r  M ountain wrote»
"To R epub licans from a l l  p a r t s  o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y  Mr. M antle i s  in d eb ted  
f o r  th e  honor to d ay  th r u s t  upon him and we who know him w ell w i l l  vouch 
th a t  he w i l l  f u l f i l l  every  p u b lic  e x p e c ta t io n .” January  l 6 ,  1889.
1 4 i t  may have had some co n n ectio n  w ith  th e  e le c t io n  o f 1888 
when Thomas H. Caurter d e fe a te d  W. A. C lark  f o r  d e le g a te  to  C ongress.
See C h ap te r 4»
15See C h ap te r 5 f o r  some o f  h is  a c tio n s  in  th e  House as sp e a k e r . 
The most unusua l a c t io n  he took  was to  c a s t  th e  on ly  v o te  a g a in s t th e  
p r in t in g  o f  th e  g o v e rn o r 's  m essage, because i t  co n ta in ed  no m ention o f 
m in ing . He was always th e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  from B u t te .  I n t e r  M ountain. 
January  2 8 , 1889.
Between 1889 and 1893» th e  p ic tu re  o f  M an tle> th e  p o l i t i c i a n ,  
began to  ta k e  fo c u s . D uring t h i s  p e r io d , h is  im portance as a  p a r ty  le a d e r  
in c re a se d  due to  h is  h ard  work in  th e  oaapaigaa and h is  lo y a l ty  to  th e  
R epub lican  c a u se . H is a c tio n s  ty p i f ie d  a  man in  se a rch  o f p o l i t i c a l  power•
A lthough M antle was n o t a  member o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n a l  C onvention
which met in  J u ly ,  1889, he d id  n o t ig n o re  i t s  p ro ceed in g s , b u t u t i l i z e d
them in  o rd e r  to  h e lp  h i s  p o s i t io n  w ith  th e  B u tte  v o te rs  N a tu a ^ lly , a
ca n d id a te  f o r  p u b lic  o f f ic e  f in d s  i t  n ecessa ry  to  prove h is  lo y a l ty  to
h ia  home town. When th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  tem porary s t a t e  c a p i ta l  a roused
much d is c u s s io n , M antle became a  proponent o f  B u tte  as th e  lo g ic a l  s i t e .
In  an in te rv ie w  he d e c la re d  th a t  " in  qy o p in io n  th e re  a re  bu t two p o in ts
th a t  d eserv e  to  be co n s id e red  in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  tem porary lo c a t io n  o f
th e  c a p ita ljr  and th ey  a re  B u tte  and H elena, and th e  w eight o f argument i s
in  fa v o r  o f  B u t te ."  A f te r  th e s e  p o s i t iv e  s ta te m e n ts , h i s  co n c lu s io n  was
somewhat vague , how ever. The B u tte  d e le g a tio n  re p re se n te d  o n e -s ix th  o f
th e  e n t i r e  membership, th e r e f o r e ,  i f  th e  d e le g a tio n  co o p e ra ted , he s a id ,
B u tte  would have an e x c e l le n t  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  becoming tem porary c a p i t a l ,
i f  i t  were p o e s ib le  to  move th e  c a p i t a l  a t  a l l .  The am biguity  o f  h is
f i n a l  c la u se  d id  n o t appear to  d i s tu r b  th e  com placent M antle o r  h is  
17c o n s t i tu e n t s .  '
T h is in te rv ie w  s ig n a le d  M antle’s p u b lic  e f f o r t s  to  p ro cu re  th e  
tem porary  c a p i t a l  f o r  B u t te .  At a  m eeting a t  th e  S i lv e r  Bow county
^^Warrmi o f  th e  B u tte  R epublican  tr iu m v ira te  was a r e p re s e n ta ­
t i v e  from  S i lv e r  Bow co u n ty .
^T lp iter M ountain. Ju ly  31» 1889. He a ls o  a s s e r te d  t h a t  B u tte  was 
th e  g r e a t e s t  r a i l r o a d  c e n te r  o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y  as w ell as i t s  most popu­
lo u s  c i t y .  M oreover, i t  ranked f i r s t  in  commeroial im portance and in  th e  
volume o f  b u s in e ss  t r a n s a c te d .  W hile ad m ittin g  th a t  i t  was n o t as w e ll-  
b u i l t  as H elena , he claim ed th a t  th a t  made no d if f e r e n c e  f o r  tem porary  
p u rp o se s .
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oourthouse a  week l a t e r ,  he gave a  len g th y  ad d ress  on why B u tte  shou ld
Xfthave th e  c a p i ta l*  He observed t h a t  th re e  o r  fo u r  o f  th e  B u tte  delega*
t io n  had v o te d  a g a in s t  t h e i r  own c i t y ,  and he t h o u ^ t  r e s o lu t io n s  should
he d r a f te d  d i r e c t in g ,  w ith o u t q u a l i f i c a t io n ,  th e  wayward members to
change t h e i r  v o te s .  H e so lu tio n s , drawn up by a  com m ittee o f which M antle
was a  member, ware accep ted  by th e  m eeting , and r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  were s e n t
to  H elena to  p re se n t them to  th e  S i lv e r  Bow d e leg a tio n * ^ ^
H is r o le  in  th e  f ig h t  to  boring th e  c a p i ta l  to  B u tte  i s  r e l a t i v e l y
un im portan t except th a t  i t  t y p i f i e s  M antle, th e  B u tte  p o l i t ic ia n *  His
m o tiv a tio n s  a re  n o t to o  d i f f i c u l t  to  d is c o v e r , however. C e r ta in ly ,  th e
am b itio u s , young o f f ic e - s e e k e r  hoped to  b u ild  up h is  p e rso n a l p o p u la r i ty
w ith  h i s  home-town v o te rs  by ap p ea rin g  in  th e  r o le  o f th e  d efen d er o f
B u t te .  A lso , from an économie s ta n d p o in t,  th e  M antle v/arren Heal E s ta te
Company would b e n e f i t  i f  th e  c a p i t a l  were moved to  B u tte .
I f  M antle was in te r e s te d  in  becoming a  s e n a to r ,  and th e re  a re
in d ic a t io n s  t h a t  he w as, th e  e le c t io n  in  th e  f a l l  o f 1889 would be a l l -  
20ing;>ortBnt. T his e le c t io n  would com plete th e  o rg a n is a tio n  o f  th e  new
s t a t e  governm ent; th a n  Montana cou ld  be fo rm a lly  admitted, as a  s t a t e .
I n  a d d i t io n ,  th e  f i r s t  s t a t e  l e g i s l a tu r e  would e l e c t  two U nited S ta te s  
s e n a to r s .  Hot on ly  would i t  be n ec essa ry  f o r  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  to  be
^Q lb id* . A ugust 7> 1869. In  t h i s  sp eech . M antle re p o r te d  th a t  he 
had been accused o f  b e in g  an em issa ry  from H elena, and he denied  th a t  em­
p h a t ic a l ly *  He d e c la re d  th a t  a l l  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  la y  in  S i lv e r  Bow county*
^^Xbld*. A ugust 11 , 1889. I n  H elena , th e  B u tte  c i t iz e n s *  commit­
te e  cou ld  n o t ag ree  as to  what th e  mass m eeting  had r e a l l y  w anted, and th e  
m eeting  w ith  th e  S i lv e r  Bow d e le g a tio n  endW in  co n fu sic s i. M antle d e fen ­
ded th e  r e s o lu t io n s  as th e y  were w r i t te n .  The I n te r  Mountain charged 
t h a t ,  i f  B u tte  should  lo s e  th e  c a p i t a l ,  p a r t  o f  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  would 
r e s t  w ith  th e  gentlem en on th e  com m ittee idio c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  d is c o rd .
^ % re a t  ? a l l s  T rib u n e » March 18 , 1869*
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E apub lican  b a t ,  f o r  M antle h im s e lf , i t  would be ad ran tageous to  e l e c t  a 
S i lv e r  Bow d e le g a tio n  f r ie n d ly  to  h ie  candidacy*
Founders o f  an o rg a n iz a tio n  f re q u e n tly  a re  a b le  to  e x e rc is e  a  con­
s id e ra b le  aoËount o f  c o n tro l  over th e  body th ey  b r in g  in to  b e in g , and in  
'^ i ls  r e s p e c t  M antle, W arren, and I r v in  seem to  have been no excep tions*
The R epublican  p a r ty  th ey  c re a te d  in  S i lv e r  Bow county  owed n o t on ly  i t s
e x is te n c e  b u t a ls o  i t s  m oderate su ccess  to  th e se  th r e e  men* I n  th e  e a r ly
21y e a r s ,  i t  a ls o  appears to  have been com pletely  dom inated by them . 
T h e re fo re , M antle J u s t i f i a b ly  had con fidence  t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t  in  S i lv e r  Bow 
co u n ty , h is  s e n a to r ia l  am bitions would n o t be igno red  * But in  A ugust, 
1889, how ever, d is s e n s io n  broke ou t w ith in  th e  ran k s o f  th e  B u tte  Repub­
l i c a n s ,  and th e  tr iu m v ira te  s u f fe re d  a  tem porary d e f e a t .  Thus, M a n tle 's  
le a d e r s h ip  as w e ll as  h is  candidacy  f o r  th e  S enate  were im p e rile d .
The R epublican  r e v o l t  in  S i lv e r  Bow county was w e ll o rg an ized , and 
a p p a re n tly  s u rp r is e d  th e  "bossesw" B arly  in  A ugust, 1889, th e  d e le g a te s  
to  th e  county  conven tion  to  be h e ld  in  B u tte  were s e le c te d  a t  prim ary 
e le c t io n s  in  th e  s e p a ra te  wards o f  th e  c i t y .  The o p p o s itio n  f a c t io n  
g a in ed  enough s t r e n g th  a t  th e s e  p r im a rie s  to  te m p o ra rily  d e fe a t th e  "o ld  
guard" a t  th e  county co n v e n tio n . The I n t e r  M ountain c a l le d  th e  d i s s i ­
d en ts  a  " l i t t l e  fo rc e  o f  m a lco n te n ts ,"  and th e n  s ta te d :
To save them selves from  a  deserved  o b liv io n  th ey  proceeded to  p u t 
up a  scheme to  c a p tu re  th e  p rim a rie s  end in  o rd e r  to  s t r e n g ^ e n  
th e  p lo t  th e y  p laced  upon th e  prim ary  t i c k e t s  th e  naa/M o f  some 
most exo to llen t men—good c i t i z e n s ,  lo y a l  r e p u b lic a n s .  n ex t
th in g  to  do was to  s t a r t  in to  c i r c u la t i o n  a  t i s s u e  o f  m alic ious 
f a b r ic a t io n s  in v o lv in g  th e  p e rso n a l r e la t io n s  o f  a  dozen prom inent
21<Jreat F a lla  T rib u n e , A p r i l  12 , 1889* T h is D em ocratic p ap er 
claim ed th a t  th e  W arren-M sntle r in g  had always "run" th e  p a r ty  in  S i lv e r  
Bow co u n ty .
th e  contem porary new spaper d is p a tc h e s ,  th e  word " rep u b lic a n "  
i s  alw ays s p e l le d  w ith  a  sm all l e t t e r ,  as  a re  th e  names o f  th e  o th e r  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s *
-5 1 -
re p u b llo a n s  « A ll  th e  reao u ro es  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s c a n d a l, p e rso n a l back­
b i t i n g  and c o v e r t a i s r e p r e s e n ta t io n  were exhausted  in  o rd e r to  g a in  
s t r e n g th  and money f o r  th e  p rim a rie s
The I n t e r  M ountain l a t e r  charged th a t  th e  p rim a rie s  had n o t been p ro p e r ly
conducted , and th a t  some o f  th e  d e le g a te s  came to  th e  o o n v w tio n  t h r o u ^
f r a u d B u t  th e  G rea t F a l l s  t r ib u n e  a t t r i b u te d  th e  success o f  th e
d is s id e n ts  to  an o th e r causes nam ely, d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  th e  B u tte
" b o s s e s .
M antle and th e  o th e r  le a d e r s  were no t p rep a red  f o r  th e  ev en ts  which 
tr a n s p i r e d  a t  th e  R epublican  county  co n v en tio n , which met August 18 a t  th e  
co u rth o u se . When th e  chairm an o f th e  committee to  s e l e c t  th e  d e le g a te s  
to  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  conven tion  announced th e  s l a t e ,  he o m itted  th e  names o f 
such prom inent R epublicans as M an tle , I r v in ,  W arren, and W. 0* S p e e r . At 
f i r s t  th e  "o ld  guard" was s tu n n ed , b u t th ey  q u ick ly  reco v e re d , and Speer 
proposed th a t  M antle be added to  th e  l i s t .  A f te r  t h i s  motion was seconded, 
W. M. Jack  demanded to  know id ia t o f fe n se  was charged a g a in s t  th e  men th e  
conven tion  sought to  ig n o re . No ex p lan a tio n  o f  th e  g riev an ces  was g iv w .  
A l th o u ^  th e  m otion to  p la c e  M a n tle 's  name on th e  l i s t  passed  w ith o u t a
d is s e n t in g  v o te ,  he d e c lin e d  th e  s e le c t io n .  The I n t e r  M ountain th en
2 6a s s e r te d  t h a t  th e  " fo rg o t te n  ones" had been v in d ic a te d .
The r e a c t io n  o f  M a n tle 's  fo llo w e rs  In d ic a te d  th e  im portance o f t h i s  
d e fe a t  to  h is  p o l i t i c a l  a m b itio n s . The G reat F a l ls  T ribune h ead lin ed  i t s  
s to r y ,  "Lee M antle Subdued by h is  P a r ty ,"  and ex p la in ed  th a t  h i s  su p p o rte rs
2) l n t e r  M ountain. A u ^ s t  21 , 1889.
24 ib id .
^^August 2 1 , 1889.
2& ia te r  A ugust 16 , 21 , 1889. M antle was a  member o f th e
com m ittee f o r  p la tfo rm  and r e s o lu t io n s ,  b u t i t s  r e p o r t  was postponed u n t i l  
a f t e r  th e  adjournm ent o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n a l  C onvention .
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were s a re g e ly  a e sa ilim g  th e  f a c t io n  th a t  had l e f t  him and o th e r  E epub li­
can le a d e rs  o f f  th e  l i s t  o f  d e le g a te s  to  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  co n v en tio n . I t
a l s o  claim ed t h a t  th e  u p r is in g  in  S i lv e r  Bow county meant th a t  th e  Man-
27t i e  s e n a to r ia l  "boom" had been exploded . The d ep th  o f  th e  b i t t e r n e s s  
oan be seen  in  th e  comments o f  th e  I n t e r  Mountain as M antle * s jo u rn a l 
a s s e r te d :
The a c t io n  o f  th e  re p u b lic a n  county  conven tion  . . . m i ^ t  be charac­
t e r i z e d  as  a  v e ry  sh a llo w  co n sp iracy  cooked up and c a r r ie d  out by a 
few sorW ieada and d isa p p o in te d  o f f ic e  se ek e rs  and re p u b lic a n  ren e ­
g ad es, s tim u la te d  by p e rso n a l m alice and dem ocratio  b o o d le , who im­
posed on th e  good sense  o f th e  conven tion  and were a llow ed , w ith o u t a  
p ro p er in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  t h e i r  m otives Tqr th e  co n v en tio n , t o  d ic t a t e  
i t s  ac tion .*®
But s h a t  was beh ind  t h i s  movement which d iv e s te d  M antle o f  th e  
le a d e rs h ip  o f  th e  B u tte  p a r ty ,  j u s t  a t  a  tim e when he needed th e  su p p o rt 
o f  th e  group in  o rd e r  to  become se n a to r?  A c tu a lly , Thomas Couch appears 
to  have i n i t i a t e d  th e  r e v o l t  in  o rd e r  to  w rest th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  th e  B u tte  
o rg a n iz a tio n  from M antle and W arren. The G reat F a l l s  T ribune charged th a t  
Couch and th e  " b e t t e r  elem ent" o f  th e  p a r ty  had become d isg u s ted  w ith  th e  
r u l e  o f  th e  M antle-W arren r in g .^ ^  On th e  o th e r  hand, th e  "bosses" in s i s te d
27August 2 0 , 1889.
^® In te r M ountain. August 21 , 1889.
^^August 21 , 22 , 2 4 , 1669* The Couch men in s i s te d  th a t  th ey  had 
re fu s e d  to  name th e  two men as d e le g a te s  in  o rd e r  to  smash t h e i r  c o n tro l 
o f  th e  m achine. M a n tle 's  jo u rn a l a s s e r te d  th a t  i t  d id  "n o t b e lie v e  th a t  
C ap ta in  Couch would know ingly t o l e r a t e  o r  endorse th e  co n sp iracy  by which 
a  dozen o f  th e  prom inent re p u b lic a n s  o f  t h i s  county have been d ep riv ed  o f 
th e  d eserved  honor o f  go ing  as d e le g a te s  to  th e  Anaconda co n v en tio n . T h ^  
a re  th e  men who, b e fo re  C ap ta in  Couch o r any o f  h i s  l ie u te n a n ts  came to  
t h i s  co u n ty , c o n tr ib u te d  l i b e r a l l y  o f t h e i r  means and in f lu e n c e  and a b i l ­
i t y  to  r e p u b lic a n  s u c c e s s . . . .  For C ap ta in  Couch ought to  know, i f  he 
does n o t ,  t h a t  i f  th e  re p u b lic a n  le a d e rs  o f  S i lv e r  Bow had done no more th a n  
he h im s e lf  has done d u r in g  h is  re s id e n c e  h e re ,  re p u b lic a n  v ic to r i e s  would 
n ev e r have been known in  t h i s  co u n ty ."  I n t e r  M ountain. August 21 , 1889*
In  a  comment somewhat s im i la r  to  th e  I n t e r  M o u n ta in 's , one B u tte  
r e p o r t e r  d e c la re d  t h a t  he a ls o  cou ld  n o t comprehend th e  m otives o f  th e  con- 
v e n tiœ i in  ig n o r in g  th e  men in  th e  p a r ty  who had c o n tr ib u te d  th e  r e a l  hard  
work when i t  was needed . G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . A ugust 21 , 1889.
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t h a t  Couch had le d  th e  r e v o l t  because o f h is  c<»mecti(»i w ith  th e  Boston 
and Montana Company. They blamed th e  **plot" on th e  b ig  c o rp o ra tio n s  which 
had been angered by th e  a c tio n s  o f th e  S i lv e r  Bow d e leg a ticm  a t  th e  l a s t  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  M antle had le d  th e  d e le g a tio n  in  th e  passage o f  measures in  
fa v o r  o f  th e  w orking man such as a  mine in e p e c to r  b i l l  and a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
law ;^^  now th e  co rp a ra ti% m  were seek in g  t h e i r  rev « ag e .^^  S ince  Couch was 
th e  su p e rin te n d e n t o f  th e  B oston and Montana, one o f  th e  l a r g e s t  companies 
in  B u t te ,  th e re  m ight have been some t r u t h  in  t h i s  l a s t  e x p la n a tio n . An­
o th e r  is s u e  in  th e  c o n te s t  appears to  have c e n te red  around a  patronage 
appoin tm ent to  th e  B u tte  p o s t o f f i c e .  Couch wished h is  f r i e n d , A. F .
B ray , chosen; Thomas H. C a r te r ,  th e  d e le g a te  to  C ongress, re fu se d  to  name
%
B ray , and M antle upheld  C a r t e r 's  s ta n d .
iâven th o u # i th e  le a d e rs h ip  of th e  B u tte  p a r ty  had been w rested  
from M antle and h ie  f r i e n d s ,  he d id  n o t concede d e f e a t .  He knew th a t  h is  
p o l i t i c a l  c a re e r  would be v i r t u a l l y  ended w ithou t th e  su p p o rt o f th e  B u tte  
o rg a n iz a t io n . T h e re fo re , he Im m ediately a t te o ^ te d  to  re g a in  c o n tro l  o f  
th e  B u tte  pearly. H is f i r s t  a t te m p t, however, was n o t s u c c e s s fu l .  D uring 
th e  l a s t  week in  A ugust, th e  S i lv e r  Bow county  conven tion  reconvened in  
B u tte  a f t e r  th e  s t a t e  m eeting  a t  Anaconda had ad jo u m ed .^ ^  When M antle 
as chairm an o f  th e  com m ittee on r e s o lu t io n s  gave h is  r e p o r t ,  he in s e r te d  
an  a d d i t io n a l  r e s o lu t io n  he fav o red  b u t which th e  com m ittee had v o ted  
down. I t  s t a te d  th a t  th e  p re s e n t incum bents o f  coun ty  o f f ic e s  who were
)% e e  C hap ter 5»
^^ I n te r  M ountain. August 21 , 25 , 1889.
) ^ I b ld . « August 25 , 1889*
^^M antle a tte n d e d  th e  conven tion  in  Anaconda, bu t no t as a  
d e le g a te .  He su p p o rted  th e  t i c k e t ,  how ever. G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e .
A ugust 2 2 , 1889; I n t e r  M ountain, August 25 , 1889.
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R epub licans should  re c e iv e  renom ina tions i f  th ^y  d e s ire d  them . A f te r  
c o n s id e ra b le  d is c u s s io n , th e  conven tion  v o ted  down M a n tle 's  p ro p o sa l.
He had undoubted ly  fav o red  such a  p lank  in  th e  S i lv e r  Bow county  p l a t ­
form because h i s  wing o f  th e  p a r ty  had c o n tro lle d  th e  nom inations th e  
p rev io u s  y e a r .^ ^
M antle was n o t a b le  to  se cu re  th e  passage o f h is  r e s o lu t io n ,  bu t 
he d id  succeed in  nom inating  th r e e  members o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  t i c k e t .  
A lthough commended by th e  conven tion  f o r  h i s  work in  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  
M antle d e c lin e d  ren o m in a tio n . He p laced  in  nom ination , however, th e  
names o f W. H. R o b e rts , S« S . Congdon, and W illiam  Thompson, h is  fe llo w  
members o f  th e  S i lv e r  Bow d e le g a t io n  in  th e  p rev ious l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and 
th e s e  flwrn a g a in  were g iv en  th e  app roval o f  th e  p a r ty .  I t  i s  h ig h ly  pos­
s i b l e  th a t  M antle was seek in g  to  sa lv ag e  some p o l i t i c a l  su p p o rt f o r  h is  
s w ia to r la l  am b itio n s , a s  th e s e  th re e  men appear to  have been f r ie n d ly  
to  h im .^^
She p o l i t i c a l  campaign in  th e  f a l l  o f  1889 was a  v igorous one, 
and M antle wae an a c t iv e  p a r t i c i p a n t . A lthough n o t a  ca n d id a te  f o r  any 
o f f i c e ,  he appeared  in  th e  r o le  o f  an  e n th u s ia s t ic  su p p o r te r  o f  th e  Repub­
l i c a n  t i c k e t ,  and spoke a t  numerous p a r ^  r a l l i e s . A t  th e se  m eetings he 
lauded  Thomas H. C a r te r ,  th e  c a n d id a te  f o r  th e  U nited  S ta te s  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s , and Thomas C . Power, th e  g u b e rn a to r ia l  c a n d id a te ,
54/i.otually  a  s im ila r  p ro p o sa l—th a t  o f  a llo w in g  th e  incum bents in  
o f f i c e  to  rem ain in  t h e i r  p o s i t io n s  a f t e r  th e  t e r r i t o r y  had become a  
s t a t e —had aroused  c o n s id e ra b le  d is c u s s io n  a t  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n a l  Conven­
t i o n .  The Democrats wanted new e le c t io n s ,  th e  R epublicans wanted th e  
o f f i c e r s  to  rem ain th e  sam e. I f  th e  incum bents rem ained in  o f f i c e ,  t h i s  
would be fa v o ra b le  to  th e  R epublicans who had been su c c e s s fu l in  th e  
e le c t io n  o f 1868.
^W inter M ountain, August 2 8 , 1889.
Septem ber 4 , 25 , 1839.
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a lth o u g h  th e  G rea t F a l l s  T ribune doubted h is  s in c e r i ty  in  re g a rd  to  th e  
l a t t e r .  That D em ocratic paper claim ed th a t  M antle and th e  S i lv e r  Bov 
machine R epublicans were "knifing** Power, as th e y  fe a re d  th a t  he in ­
tended  to  u se  th e  g o v ern o rsh ip  as a  s te p p in g -s to n e  to  th e  U nited  S ta te s  
S e n a te , which M antle a ls o  w anted.
As m entioned e a r l i e r ,  th e  e le c t io n  o f  O ctober, 1889, was ex trem ely  
Im p o rtan t because i t  would determ ine th e  p o l i t i c a l  oo8q>osition o f th e  
f i r s t  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  which would e l e c t  two U nited S ta te s  s e n a to r s .
The e l e c t io n  was in d e c is iv e ,  however, because o f  a  d is p u te  in  p re c in c t  34 
o f  S i lv e r  Bow c o u n t y T h e  s e a ts  o f  s ix  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  from S i lv e r  Bow 
h inged  on th e  v o te s  from t h i s  p r e c in c t . The s t a t e  can v ass in g  board had 
r e je c te d  th e  v o te  o f  p r e c in c t  34 as f r a u d u le n t ,  and had approved th e  c re ­
d e n t i a l s  o f  th e  s ix  R ep u b lican s . The c r e d e n t ia ls  o f  th e  s ix  Democrats 
had been s ig n ed  by th e  county  c l e r k .  To f u r th e r  com plica te  th e  p ic tu r e ,  
th e  p o l i t i c a l  com plexion o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  depended on th e  s ix  r e p re ­
s e n ta t iv e s  from S i lv e r  Bow. W hether th e  Ib iited  S ta te s  se n a to rs  would be
Democrats o r  R ep u b lican s , th e r e f o r e ,  would be determ ined hy th e
39re c o g n i t io n  o r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  v o te s  o f p re c in c t  34 . N e ith e r  p a r ty  
37septem ber 2 1 , 1889.
3®After th e  s t a t e  c o n s t i tu t io n  was d r a f te d ,  i t  was n ecessa ry  to  
h o ld  an e le c t io n  f o r  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  b e fo re  Montana could  be ad m itted  to  
th e  u n io n .
39yoor, OP. c i t . . p .  13; S an d ers , op . c i t . . I ,  pp . 403, 4 0 4 . 
M a n tle 's  r o l e  in  th e  p re c in c t  34 c<m troverey i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  d e te rm in e .
The Anaconda S ta n d a rd , O ctober 18 , 1889, claim ed th a t  W ilbur F . Sanders 
and Hiram Knowles were r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  " p lo t ,"  and s a id  th a t  M antle 
was n o t an  a c t iv e  p a r t i c i p a n t .  A l a t e r  d is p a tc h  s a id  t h a t  th e  I n t e r  
M ountain c o n s is te n t ly  defended  th e  " p lo t ,"  in  o rd e r  to  se rv e  th e  pu r­
po ses o f  th e  H elena m achine. G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . November 11 , 1889.
The I n t e r  M ountain d en ied  th e  charges o f  th e  S tandard  th a t  S anders and 
Knowles were r e s p o n s ib le ,  b u t i t  d id  uphold  th e  a c t io n  o f  th e  two mem­
b e rs  o f  th e  ca n v ass in g  board who had thrown ou t th e  v o te s  o f  p r e c in c t  
5 4 .  O ctober 13 , 16 , 2 0 , 1809.
—)6 —
would costproanlse. F in a l ly ,  th e  Democrat io  and R epublican  s t a t e  s e n a to rs  
convened to g e th e r  as  th e re  was no c o n te s t over th e  s e a ts  in  t h a t  body.
For th e  e n t i r e  s e s s io n ,  how ever, two s e p a ra te  houses o f  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  
m et, one D em ocratio and one R ep u b lican , and th e  s e n a to rs  jo in e d  th e  re p re ­
s e n ta t iv e s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  p a r t i e s  to  b a l lo t  f o r  th e  U nited S ta te s  
se n a to rs*  C onsequen tly , Montana s e n t fo u r  U nited  S ta te s  s e n a to rs  to  
W ashington, two R epublicans and two D em ocrats.
fh e  p resen ce  in  H elena o f an o th e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body e le c t in g  i t s  
own s e n a to rs  d id  n o t make th e  R epublican  c o n te s t  any le s s  h e a te d . S ev e ra l 
days b e fo re  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was to  convene, th e  R epublicans began to  cau­
cus t h e i r  «mmbers in  o rd e r  to  determ ine who would be t h e i r  o sn d id a te s .
As W* F . Sanders was unopposed, th e  c o n te s t  c e n te re d  around th e  s e le c t io n  
o f  th e  second s e n a to r .  On December 24» th e  G reat F a lla  T ribune re p o r te d  
t h a t  "Sanders and Lee M antle w i l l  be p u t forw ard f o r  U nited  S ta te s  sena­
to rs*  C ap ta in  Couch may, however, d is tu rb  p re s e n t c a lc u la t io n s * " ^
The accu racy  o f  t h i s  p r e d ic t io n  dem onstrated  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s a g a c i ty  o f  
th a t  paper*
Couch was la r g e ly  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  M a n tle 's  d e fe a t  a t  H elena.
Couch, in  an in te rv ie w  l a t e r  th a t  week, observed th a t  i t  would n o t be a
42
s a fe  b e t  to  p la c e  money on Ëtentle f o r  s e n a to r .  Couch, h iau se lf , sup­
p o r te d  R. L* IBornier o f  M issou la f o r  s e n a to r .  When i t  became e v id e n t, 
how ever, th a t  Bonner cou ld  n o t be e l e c te d ,  he s e c r e t ly  met Thomas C.
Power o f  H elena a t  th e  Grand C e n tra l h o te l  on th e  n ig h t o f  th e  t h i r t i e t h ;  
th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th a t  m eeting  were appeirent th e  fo llo w in g  d«y wh«n
^% he U nited  S ta te s  S enate  s e a te d  th e  two R epublican  s e n a to r s .  
^^December 24» 1089*
^ G r e a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e , December JO, 1889.
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A. P , B ray , a r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  from S i lv e r  Bov county  and a  f r ie n d  o f Couch, 
nom inated Power f o r  th e  second e e n a to rs h ip .^ ^  I t  was ev id en t th a t  C ouch 's 
fo rc e s  had jo in e d  w ith  th o se  o f  Power; th e n  the M issoula d e le g a tio n  l e n t  
i t s  s u p p o r t ,  and th e  com bination  b e a t M antle f o r  th e  caucus n om ina tion . 
A lthough M antle had le d  on th e  t h i r d  caucus b a l l o t ,  a p p a re n tly  he was de­
f e a te d  on th e  f o u r th .  A f te r  e le c t in g  W. F . Sanders as one o f th e  s e n a to rs  
on January  1 , th e  R epublicans ag a in  met in  j o in t  s e s s io n  on January  2 and 
s e le c te d  Thomas C, Power as h i s  co llea g u e
T hus, M antle had been f r u s t r a te d  in  h ia  f i r s t  atteoqpt to  reach  
th e  U nited  S ta te s  S e n a te , in  s p i t e  o f  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  h i s  lo y a l fo llo w e rs . 
M antle , g e n ia l ,  young, a m b itio u s , and a lo y a l  p a r ty  w o ite r , had gone to  
H elena as  one o f  th e  le a d in g  ca n d id a te s  o f  th e  West S ide f o r  a s e n a to r -  
sh ip»  A fte r  B. F . W hite had d e c lin e d  to  be c o n s id e re d . M antle had be­
come th e  p r in c ip a l  West S id e  co n ten d e r , y e t  he was d e fe a te d . In  a 
ty p ic a l  nom inating  sp eech , A„ C. W itte r ,  th e  sp eak er o f  th e  house had r e ­
f e r r e d  to  M a n tle 's  o o n s is te n c y , h is  f i d e l i t y ,  and h is  a c t iv e  and su ccess­
f u l  work as a  R epublican  a t  a l l  t im e s . He had spokoa o f  th e  im portance 
o f  h av in g  a  West Bide man as a  s e n a to r ,  and had urged th e  e le c t io n  o f 
M antle as an  a c t  o f  j u s t i c e ,  expedience and p ro p r ie ty .^ ^  W itte r  had 
a c c u ra te ly  expressed  th e  sen tim en ts  o f M a n tle 's  fo llo w e rs  as w e ll as th o se  
o f many o f  th e  o th e r  p o l i t i c i a n s  th roughou t th e  s t a t e .  But th e  M antle 
s u p p o r te rs  had one d isa d v a n ta g e . They were lam en tab ly  weak in  m a tte rs  o f  
f in a n c e , and th e re  were in d ic a t io n s  th a t  money was b e in g  used to  h in d e r
45 ];n te r M ountain, Jan u ary  1 , 1890.
44 ib ld .
4 % re a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e . Jan u ary  2 , 1890. 
4^ n t e r  M ountain. Jan u ary  1 , 1890.
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M antle *8 candidaoy* M a n tle 's  f r ie n d s  had to  r e ly  on ly  on t h e i r  p e rso n a l 
In f lu e n c e  and c o n v e rs a tio n a l powers to  g a in  su p p o rte rs  f o r  h is  cause; 
h u t even s o ,  th e y  were co n s id ered  one o f  th e  most a s tu te  groups a t
S e le n a .^7
Pow erful fo rc e s  worked a g a in s t  M an tle 's  cand idacy  a t  H elena . 
A c tu a lly  h i s  d e fe a t  i l lu m in a te s  th e  complex f a c to r s  in  Montana R epublican  
p o l i t i c s  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d . M oreover, thoy  were o o n s ts n ts  whicHi con­
tin u e d  to  be im p o rtan t in  R epublican  o i r c l w  d u rin g  th e  n ex t y e a r s .  Thus, 
in v o lv ed  in  M an tle 's  d e fe a t  were such d iv e rg e n t f a c to r s  as th e  N orthern  
p a o i f io ,  d is s e n s io n  w ith in  th e  B u tte  o rg a n iz a tio n , p e rso n a l r i v a l r i e s  
among th e  p o l i t io i a n s  th em se lv es , s e c t io n a l  f e e l in g ,  e s p e c ia l ly  between 
B u tte  and H elena, and r e l ig io u s  c a lc u la t io n s .  M a n tle 's  f a i l u r e  to  be­
come se n a to r  in  1389 was c r u c i a l  beoause i t  d is c lo s e d  th e  d is p a ra te  e le ­
ments in  th e  R epublican  p a r ty .  C e r ta in ly ,  h is  d e fe a t  must have in d ic a te d  
c l e a r ly  to  M antle th a t  he cou ld  on ly  s a tis f ]y  h i s  overwhelming d e s ire  to  
be s e n a to r  when th e s e  elem ents had been conquered o r  p la c a te d .
Both th e  Ijttter M ountain and th e  Gkreat P a l ls  T ribune ag reed  th a t  
M antle would have won th e  e le c t io n  had th e  S i lv e r  Bow d e le g a tio n  rem ained 
lo y a l  ©le d is s id e n t  group o f  S i lv e r  Bow R epublicans who had fough t 
M antle a t  th e  coun ty  conven tion  th e  p rev ious August con tin u ed  to  be h is  
n@nesis in  H elena, how ever. The M antle su p p o r te rs  had c o n s is te n t ly  
charged  t h a t  th e  Couch men were sp re a d in g  s lan d ero u s  l i e s  about t h e i r
47^hid# M a n tle 's  jourzm l d e c la re d  th a t  th e  Power ag en ts  " f ix e d ” 
s e v e ra l  men in  th e  h o u se . The G rea t F a l ls  T ribune d e c la re d  th a t  "boodle" 
had b ea ten  M antle . Jan u ary  4 , 1890. The T ribune l a t e r  spoke o f  Pow er's 
zumeyed " in f lu e n c e ."  August 19 , 1890.
^®Great F a l l s  T rib u n e . January  4 , 1890; I n t e r  M ountain.
Jan u ary  5 , 1890. Two members o f  th e  d e le g a t io n , A. P . Bray and P . R. Dol­
man, su p p o rted  any c a n d id a te  b u t M an tle .
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c a n d id a te  when th ey  had d e c la re d  th a t  M antle was n o t th e  ch o ice  o f  th e  
West S id e . M a n tle 's  f r ie n d s  claim ed  th a t  th e  R epublican  m ining companies 
o f  B u t te ,  w ith  th e  e x c ep tio n  o f th e  B* & M«, were su p p o rtin g  M antle, and 
th e y  t r i e d  to  c o u n te ra tta c k  by c a l l i n g  a t t e n t io n  to  C ouch 's p o l i t i c a l  
re c o rd  in  S i lv e r  Bow c o u n t y . I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  th e  I n t e r  M ountain in ­
s i s t e d  th a t  th e  f i ^ t  was e s s e n t i a l l y  between M antle , th e  d efender o f  
la b o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  and an ad v o ca te  o f  th e  e le c t io n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and Aus­
t r a l i e n  b a l lo t  law s, a g a in s t  th e  b ig  c o rp o ra tio n s  which fe a re d  and h a ted  
him f o r  h i s  view s • As m entioned e a r l i e r ,  Couch was th e  su p e rin te n d e n t o f  
th e  B oston end M ontana, so he m ight have been b a t t l i n g  M antle on account 
o f  h i s  re c o rd  f o r  la b o r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  But i t  i s  a ls o  p o s s ib le  th a t  Couch 
was s t i l l  a tte m p tin g  to  w rest c o n tro l  from th e  M antle-W arren machine in  
S i lv e r  Bow coun ty , and f e l t  th a t  th e  d e fe a t  o f  M antle in  H elena would 
a id  in  acoom plish lng  t h i s  ta s k .
A d d itio n a l f a c to r s  undoubted ly  e n te re d  in to  M a n tle 's  d e f e a t .  I t  
ap p ears  t h a t  L ie u te n a n t Governor J .  R. R ick a rd s , a l s o  o f S i lv e r  Bow 
co u n ty , had am b itio n s to  become U nited  S ta te s  s e n a to r .  The r e f u s a l  o f 
R ickards to  "throw " h is  v o te s  to  M antle a t  a  c r u c ia l  p o in t may have c o s t 
M antle th e  e l e c t i o n . S i n c e  R ickards was f r ie n d ly  w ith  Couch, i t  i s  
a ls o  p o s s ib le  th a t  h i s  a c t io n  may have been encouraged by M a n tle 's  enemy. 
The I n t e r  M ountain claim ed th a t  had R ickards b u t s a id  th e  word, M antle 
would have been e l e c te d .  The l ie u te n a n t  governor ap p a re n tly  co n s id e red  
h im s e lf  a  d ark  h o rs e , how ever, and re fu s e d  to  be d e c la re d  ou t o f  th e  r a c e .
49 in te r  M ountain. January  1 , 1890. M a n tle 's  advocacy o f  th e  f r e e  
co in ag e  o f  s i l v e r  was s a id  to  b e  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  m ining com panies' 
s u p p o r t .
^^Bozeman C h ro n ic le  and Bozeman C o u r ie r , c i t e d  in  th e  I n te r  
M o u n t Ai VI, Jan u ary  12 , 1890. Both p a p e rs , one R epublican  and th e  o t h e r  
D em ocra tic , f e l t  th a t  R ickards owed M antle an e x p la n a tio n  fo r  h is  conduct,
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The I n t e r  M ountain ooinmentedi
A g lan ce  a t  th e  r e s u l t s  o f th e  caucus b a l lo t s  show th a t  a  word 
f ro n  Mr. R ickards a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  t h i r d  b a l lo t  when he had 4»
M antle 1 ? , and Power 16 , would have g iv en  th e  caucus nom ination  to  
M antle and to  th e  w est s id e .  But th e  l ie u te n a n t  go v ern o r, t h o u ^  
p e rs o n a lly  f r ie n d ly  to  M antle , f a i l e d  to  u n d erstan d  th a t  h e , h im s e lf , 
was ou t o f th e  r a c e  and so c o n tr ib u te d  w ithou t in te n d in g  to  do so , 
to  th e  nom ination  o f  Power. Up to  th a t  tim e , Mr. M an tle 's  f r ie n d s  
had b ea ten  down a l l  o p p o s itio n  Igr an e x p la n a tio n  o f th e  f a c t s  as to  
Bray and Dolman, and had shown th a t  n in e - te n th s  o f  th e  re p u b lic a n s  
on th e  w est s id e  wanted a  w est s id e  s e n a to r .  But th e  l ie u te n a n t  
g o v e rn o r 's  ac ticm  was tak en  as h o s t i l i t y  to  M antle in s te a d  o f  an 
ev idence o f  h i s  own d e s i r e  to  g e t th e  o f f ic e  and th u s  th e  H elena 
d e le g a t io n  went to  Power; th e re  was a stasm ede to  him a f t e r  Dolman 
in su re d  h is  e l e c t io n  by changing h is  v o te .v l
T his a r t i c l e  would a l s o  in d ic a te  th a t  in  s p i t e  o f th e  I n t e r  M ountain' s 
Charges th a t  th e  "hogopo lis"  wanted to  c o n tro l  a l l  th e  o f f i c e s ,  th e  p o l­
i t i c i a n s  in  H elena j u s t  took  advantage o f  th e  West S ide d iv is io n .  When i t  
was c e r t a in  th a t  th e  West S id e  could  n o t ag ree  cm a  c a n d id a te , th e  H elena 
d e le g a te s  changed t h e i r  v o te s  to  Power.
In  a d d i t io n ,  W. F . Sanders may have p layed  an im portan t r o le  in  
th e  s e le c t io n  o f th e  second s e n a to r .  S an d ers , th e  "o ld  war ho rse"  o f  th e  
R epublican  p a r ty ,  had fo u g h t th e  Democrats t h r o u ^  many lo n g , hard  b a t t l e s ,  
and th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  R epublican  le a d e rs  in  Montana f e l t  th a t  he was e n t i t l e d  
to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f one o f  i t s  f i r s t  s t a t o r s .  The G reat F a l l s  T ribune 
acknowledged th e  r o l e  o f  Sanders in  th e  s e le c t io n  o f  h ia  runn ing  mates
The " e le c t io n "  o f  T« C. Power e x c i te s  s u r p r i s e .  I t  i s  deemed a  
blow a t  th e  West S id e  re p u b lic a n s  which th ey  a re  no t l i k e ly  to  
f o r g e t .  The cho ice  i s  a t t r i b u te d  to  S an d ers , who p r a c t i c a l ly  could  
have d ic ta t e d  who would be h is  m ate . I t  i s  h in te d  th a t  Power may have
5^ I n te r  M ountain. Jan u ary  5? 1890.
^ H e le n a  J o u r n a l , c i t e d  in  th e  In tm r M ountain. January  12 , 1890. 
T h is H elena p ap er d en ied  th a t  th e  H elena d e le g a tio n  h ^  d e fe a te d  M antle.
I t  i n s i s t e d  th a t  th r e e  o u t o f  th e  f iv e  members o f  th e  Lewis and C la rk  d e l­
e f t  io n , and sometimes more th a n  th r e e ,  had v o ted  f o r  M an tle . I t  claim ed 
th a t  th e  d iv id e d  ran k s  o f  th e  West S id e rs  had caused M antle to  lo s e  th e  
s e n a to r s h ip .  In  a d d i t io n  to  th e  d is s id e n t  elem ent from B u tte , th e  
M issou la  d e le g a t io n ,  id iich  had sup p o rted  any ca n d id a te  bu t M an tle , had 
o< m tribu ted  to  h is  d e fe a t  *
used "boodle" to  convince some o f th e  v e s t  s id e r s  o r  r a th e r  to  keep 
them from a g re e in g . I t  i s  e a id  th a t  Sanders and Power w i l l  be o r th e m  
P a c i f ic  men and n o t l i k e l y  to  be over f r ie n d ly  to  G reat P a l l s . 53
S anders a p p a re n tly  su p p o rted  Power f o r  s e v e ra l  re a s o n s • Power had 
p u t up a  g re a t  d e a l o f  th e  R epublican  campaign money in  1889, and had been 
th e  p a r t y 's  s a c r i f i c i a l  c a n d id a te  a g a in s t  th e  p o p u la r Joseph  K. Toole f o r  
th e  g o v e rn o rsh ip . T h e re fo re , S anders may have f e l t  th e  p a r ty  owed Power 
th e  s e n a to re b ip . fu rth e rm o re , Sanders m i ^ t  have been lo o k in g  ahead to  
th e  f u tu r e  su ccess  o f  th e  p a r ty .  Power was an I r i s h  C a th o lic , w h ile  bo th  
S anders and M antle were a c t iv e  Masons. Sanders p robab ly  b e liev e d  th e  
R epublicans should  ta k e  cogn iaance o f  th e  in c re a s in g  number o f  I r i s h  
C a th o lic s  in  M ontana, and shou ld  t r y  to  win them away from th e  D em ocrats. 
Thus, Senders undoubted ly  was in s tru m e n ta l in  M a n tle 's  d e f e a t .
I t  i s  hlg^dly p ro b ab le  t h a t  N orthern  P a c i f ic  in f lu e n c e  m ight have 
he lp ed  to  e l e c t  Power, and th u s  to  d e fe a t  M hatle . The G reat f a l l s  T ribune 
even charged th a t  "boodle" had d e fea ted  M antle , and i t s  p r in c ip a l  sou rce  
in  th e  R epub lican  p a r ty  ap p ears  to  have been th e  N orthern  P a c i f i c . ^ 5  
W hile th e  I n t e r  M ountain scream ed, "Oakes has had h ie  vengeance on 
M a n t l e , t h e  G rea t F a l l s  T ribune calm ly s ta te d  in  1895 th a t  M a n tle 's  
a c t i v i t y  in  th e  M ineral Land conventi<Bi57 j^ad bzrought on him th e  h o s t i l i t y  
o f  th e  N o rth ern  P a c i f ic  and t h a t  M antle had s u f fe re d  from i t ,  n o ta b ly  in  
h is  cand idacy  f o r  Ihxited S ta te s  sen a to r,^®  In  an a r t i c l e  which appeared
53Great F a lls  Tribune. January 4» 1890. I t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to  
n ote that the Tribune f e l t  that Sanders and Power would be fr ien d ly  to  
th e  Northern P a c i f ic .  Sanders had been an attorney  fo r  the r a ilr o a d ,  
but had resign ed  the previous f a l l .
54Herbert P ee t, in  a l e t t e r  to  the author, July 5? 1956.
55Great F a l l s  T rib u n e . August 10 , 1890.
Oakes, p resid en t o f  th e Northern P a c if ic .
57s8 0  Chapter ) .
5 % arch  5 , 1893*
•42••
i n  A ugust, 1890, th e  I n t e r  M ountain a s s e r te d  th a t  A* J« Seligm an, chairm an 
o t  th e  R epublican  c e n t r a l  co n m itte e , had in te i^ œ ie d  to  d e fe a t M antle* 
M a n tle 's  jo u rn a l  c laim ed th a t  Seligm an appeared  a t  th e  h a l l  on th e  day on 
which th e  second s e n a to r  was e le c te d ,  ju s t  befo re  th e  co n c lu sio n  o f th e  
r e c e s s  o f  th e  R epublican  le g is la tu r e *  He prom ised th a t  Sam H auser would 
become a  R epublican  i f  h i s  f r i e n d ,  Power, were e le c te d .  H auser, one o f 
th e  D em ocratic "D ig P o u r,"  had lo n g  been a  f ro n t  man fo r  th e  N orthern  
P a o if ic * ^ ^  Coming s ix  months a f t e r  th e . e le c t io n ,  perhaps th i s  exp lana­
t io n  was m erely s p i t e ,  a lth o u g h  in  January  th e  I n te r  Mountain had re p o r te d  
t h a t :
H auser * * * has a lre a d y  jo in ed  th e  R epublican  p a r ty .  There i s  
g re a t  in d ig n a tio n  among s t r a i g h t  dem ocrats h e re ,  w hile le a d in g  
rep u b llo a n s  n o t id e n t i f i e d  w ith  th e  N orthern  P a c if io  oan see  h is  
f in e  I t a l i a n  hand in  a l l  th e  re c e n t p o l i t i o a l  e v e n ts .
The N o rthern  P a c i f i c 's  h o s t i l i t y  to  M antle might a ls o  e x p la in  th e  
a n t ip a th y  o f  th e  M issoula d e le g a t io n  toward h is  p o l i t i c a l  a m b itio n s . The 
M issou la  g ro u p , under A. B. Hammond, supported  any can d id a te  to  d e fe a t 
S i lv e r  Bow co u n ty , and th e  G reat F a l ls  T ribune in s i s te d  th a t  Hammond 
"k n ifed "  f i^ n tle  in  H e l e n a . T h e  I n te r  M ountain claim ed th a t  M issoula 
and I t s  b ig  c o rp o ra tio n s , th e  M issoula M e rc a n tile , and Eddy, Hammond and 
Company (lu m b e r) , f e l t  th a t  th ey  had been bad ly  t r e a te d  by th e  R epublican
62new spapers, and were se e k in g  vengeance* But even more su g g e s tiv e ,
^9 in te r  ifo u n ta ln , August 10, 1890; F oo r, op* c i t . * p .  10 .
^^^ t e r  M ountain. Jan u ary  5» 1890*
^ ^ r e a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e . May 12 , 1 4 , 1892.
^ J a n u a r y  1 ,  1890. The p rev io u s August th e  I n t e r  M ountain had de­
c la r e d :  "Down in  M issoula th e r e  i s  s a id  to  be a  c o rp o ra tio n  which no t only  
has a  p r a c t i c a l  monopoly on m erchandising  and tim b er c u t t in g ,  but which 
p roposes to  c o n tro l  th e  p o l i t i c s  o f th e  co u n ty . Prom th e  M isso u lian  we 
g a th e r  t h a t  t h i s  c o rp o ra t io n , no t h av ing  y e t determ ined  which t i c k e t  i t  
w i l l  su p p o rt n ex t f a l l ,  a ttem p ted  to  o b ta in  c o n tro l o f  bo th  conven tions by 
ways th a t  were d ark  and t r i c k s  th a t  were no t v a in ."  August 2 1 , 1889.
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Haimtond was a ls o  o lo s e ly  coim eoted w ith  th e  N orthern  P a c i f ic .  He had no t 
on ly  c o n tra c te d  to  f u rn is h  s u p p lie s  tout had a ls o  c o n s tru c te d  th e  r i g h t -  
of-w ay f o r  th e  r a i l r o a d . M antle’s v ig o ro u s s ta n d  a g a in s t  th e  N orthern  
P a c i f ic  undoubtedly  angered  t h i s  gen tlem an , and in c u rre d  h is  enm ity .
Thus, M antle ap p ears to  have been d e fe a te d  in  h ia  b id  f o r  th e  sen­
a te  toy a  com bination  o f  fo rc e s  ; r i v a l i y  w ith in  th e  B u tte  p a r ty ,  however , 
was p ro b ab ly  th e  most ingportan t. But i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  sp e c u la te  as  to  
w hether M antle was a  v ic tim  o f  th e  f a c t io n a l  f i ^ t  w ith in  th e  R epublican  
o r g a n is a t io n ,  o r  id ie th e r  he was in  a  la rg e  p a r t  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  i t .  The 
H elena H era ld  rem arked s
We w r i te  t h i s  w ith  no i l l - f e e l i n g  toward Mr. M an tle . We have 
sp a red  no f i t  oooasiexn to  ex p ress  our ad m ira tio n  o f th e  c a re e r  which 
he has made f o r  h im s e lf  from  bumble beg inn ings and under many adverse  
c o n d i t io n s .  N e ith e r  do we b e l i t t l e  h i s  s e rv ic e s  to  th e  imtrty tout in  
t h i s  conneo tion  a  rem ark i s  due . W hile he has a t ta c h e d  to  him a  de­
v o ted  fo llo w in g , whose z e a l  in  h is  b e h a lf  i s  c a lc u la te d  to  win admi­
r a t i o n ,  he has c o n v e rse ly  made many b i t t e r  enem ies, and i t  i s  
\U3happily t r u e  th a t  th e re  have th u s  been engendered f a c t io n a l  
d iv is io n s  th a t  have o p e ra ted  g r e a t ly  to  th e  in ju r y  o f  th e  R epublican  
ca u se .°3
A Ithou£^ t h i s  a r t i c l e  was w r i t te n  th r e e  y e a rs  a f t e r  M antle’s 
d e fe a t  f o r  s e n a to r ,  i t  c l e a r ly  d e s c r ib e s  M antle , th e  p o l i t i c i a n ,  i s  th e  
H elena H erald  l a t e r  rem arked, he a tta c h e d  to  h im se lf  a  la rg e  fo llo w in g  o f 
devo ted  p e rso n a l f r i e n d s ,  whose o n ly  i n t e r e s t  in  p o l i t i c s  was to  forw ard  
h is  am b itio n . And th e  n a tu r a l  c o r r e la t io n  to  such a  c o n d itio n  was th a t  
M antle made " e n th u s ia s t ic "  e n e m i e s . A n o t h e r  jo u rn a l a ls o  d e c la re d  th a t  
"no man in  th e  s t a t e  has a  l a r g e r  fo llo w in g  o f  lo y a l  f r i e n d s , and few 
have had more r e lœ i t l e s s  fo e s ." ^ ^  C o n se q u a itly , i t  would seem th a t
^^Helena H era ld ; M antle C lip p in g s .
^ 4 q ite d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. January  15 , 1895.
^ ^ e l e n a  C lock , c i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. January  16, 1895•
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M antle*# d r iv in g  am bition  and w inning p e ra o n a li ty  may h a re  caused  o th e r  
a s p i r in g  p o l i t i c i a n s  to  f e a r  him as a  p o te n t ia l  l e a d ^  o f  th e  R epublican  
p a rty }  th e re fo r e f  th ey  a t t « ^ t e d  to  th w art h is  every  move f o r  power.
M antle *3 d e fe a t  f o r  th e  s e n a to rs h ip  p a ra d o x ic a lly  p laced  h i#  in  
a  more s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t io n  in  th e  p a r ty  th a n  he had ev e r occupied b e fo re . 
Sow, he had th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  b o l t in g  th e  Re%aiblleans and moving w ith  
h is  la rg e  group o f  fo llo w e rs  in to  th e  welcome arms o f  th e  Democrat s .  O r, 
i t  was w ith in  h is  power to  d is r u p t  th e  ran k s  o f  th e  B u tte  R epublicans and, 
th e r e f o r e ,  th e  s t a t e  p a r ty ,  i f  he so d e s i r e d .  A l th o u ^  th e  d is s id e n t  e le ­
ments in  B u tte  were s tn m g ,  th e  M antle wing was s t i l l  p red < » in an t, so h is  
d e c is io n  was v i t a l .  M a n tle 's  im m ediate p u b lic  r e a c t io n  was one o f  con­
c i l i a t i o n .  The H elena H e ia ld  comnented on h is  speech  b e fo re  a  r a t i f i c a ­
t io n  m eeting , a p p a re n tly  c a l le d  ty  h is  su p p o r te rs  in  o rd e r  to  g iv e  t h e i r  
le a d e r  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  e x p la in  h is  f u tu re  c o u rse .
Ho cme w i l l  ev e r have reaso n  to  doubt th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  M antle. He 
alw ays has b een , i s  now and alw ays w i l l  be a  rep u b l lo an  o f  th e  b e s t  
ty p e . H is s p e e ^  a t  th e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  m eeting  y e s te rd a y  even ing  i s  one 
o f  th e  happy in s p i r a t io n s  f o r  which he i s  n o te d . There i s  no su lk in g  
because he m issed th e  s e n a to rs h ip  to  which he a s p ire d  and idxich he 
lack ed  b u t a  few v o te s  to  a t t a i n .  % e re  i s  a  f b tu re  fo r  th e  S i lv e r  
Bow o r a to r  and h ig h  p u b lic  honors aw a it h lm .°°
A lthough I t a n t l e 's  p u b lic  comments were c o n c i l i a to r y ,  th e  to n e  o f  
th e  e d i t o r i a l s  in  h i s  I n t e r  M ountain was n o t . The H elena H erald  was e v i­
d e n t ly  somewhat h a s ty  i n  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  p r a i s e  o f  M antle, because th e  G reat 
f a l l s  T ribune r e p o r te d  t h a t  M antle and John B. Read, th e  e d i to r  o f  th e  
jrt±»-r M ountain and one o f  M antle*s most a rd e n t s u p p o r te r s ,  were " r e t r e a t in g  
tow ards B u tte  denouncing H e le n a 's  g reed  and sw earing  v engeance ."^7 The
66Helena H e ra ld . January  1890.
67january 2, 1890.
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H elena Jo u rn a l a ls o  observed*
% e  assum ption  o f  th e  I n t e r  M ountain# Mr. M antle * s p a p e r, th a t  
H e le n a 's  "hoggiehness" d id  i t  a l l ,  t h a t  t h i s  c i t y  "wanted th e  e a r th  
and g o t i t "  and so  f o r t h ,  w i l l  have a  tendency to  co o l th e  warmth o f  
f r ie n d s h ip  m ite r ta in e d  f o r  th e  b r i l l i a n t  young B u tte  s ta te s m a n .^8
The I n t e r  M ountain n o t  o n ly  v en ted  i t s  sp le e n  on H elena, b u t i t  a ls o
p o in te d ly  p ra is e d  th e  Bemoorats f w  t h e i r  s e le c t io n  o f  W. A. C lark  as a
s e n a to r ia l  c a n d id a te , because he re p re se n te d  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  West
S id e .69 C o n tra ry  to  th e  hopes o f  th e  Bem oorats, however. M antle chose to
rem ain  a  Republican* As th e  H elena Jo u rn a l declared*
Hot a  l i t t l e  c o n s te rn a tio n  i s  f e l t  in  dem ocratic  s tro n g h o ld s  a t  
th e  outoOBM o f  Lee M a n tle 's  d e fe a t  f o r  th e  second s e n a to r s h ip . I t  
seems to  have been expected  t h a t  Mr. Akmtle would proceed to  d is r u p t  
th e  re p u b lic a n  p a r ty  w ith  a l l  th a t  a b i l i t y  which he has so  lo n g  d i s ­
p lay ed  in  f u r th e r in g  i t s  aims and p r in c ip le s .? ^
% U8, th e  expected  d isru p t!* » ! o f  th e  p a r ty  d id  n o t o c c u r , and M antle
rem ained w ith in  i t s  ra n k s .
% e  n e x t t e s t  o f  M a n tle 's  p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g th  came in  A ugust, 1890»
when th e  S i lv e r  Bow county  R epublicans s e le c te d  t h e i r  d e le g a te s  to  th e
s t a t e  conven tion  w hich was to  meet in  B u tte  in  Septem ber. Couch and h is
su p p o r te r s  n o t on ly  p lanned  to  c a p tu re  th e  p rim arie s^  b u t a lso  th re a te n e d
to  re a d  M an tle , W arren, I r v in ,  and th e  I n t e r  M ountain o u t o f  th e  p a r ^  i f
th«Qr were v i o t o r i o u » C o u c h  was c o n fid e n t o f  v ic to r y .  E a r l i e r ,  he had
6 % ite d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain, Jan u ary  12, 1890.
69H elena H e ra ld . Jan u ary  7 , 1890; I n t e r  M ountain. January  12, 1890; 
G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e* January  10, 1890-
TQOited in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. January  12 , 1890.
Tl l n t e r  M ountain. Septem ber 7 , 1890. The I n t e r  M ountain s a id  th a t  
Couch would t r y  to  p ersu ad e  a l l  h is  employees to  v o te  h is  t i c k e t  a t  th e  
p r im a r ie s .  I t  added th a t  th e  Lewisohns (owners o f  th e  Boston and M*»itana) 
opposed th e  I n t e r  M ountain* because i t  fav o red  la b o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  and 
e f f o r t s  to  m a in ta in  wages f o r  B . & M. « i^ lo y ees  in  th e  fa c e  o f  proposed 
c u t s .
•*46*
d e c la re d  th a t  he co u ld  count M antle*e fo llo w ers  on one hand-*»Warren, I r v in ,
Wjaan and liywm . In  an in te rv ie w  he had s a id :
You t a l k  about re p u b lic a n  f a c t io n s  in  S i lv e r  Bov, why, ay  boy, 
th e re  a r e  no f a c t io n s .  The re p u b lic a n  p a r ty  i s  s o l i d  th e r e .  I  have 
named th e  back tm abers who a re  n o t w ith  u s .  M antle i s  g<me p o l i t i c a l l y ,  
we a l l  know what C harley  W arren th en  th e re  i s  I rv in e  ( s i c )  and a
few h angers <wi. These a r e  a l l .
The M antle f a c t io n  re fu s e d  to  concede d e f e a t .  Warren a s s e r te d  th a t
t h i s  was a  f i g h t  to  th e  f i n i s h — a  s tru g g le  f o r  th e  s u rv iv a l  o f  th e  f i t t e s t .
W arren a ls o  a c c u ra te ly  p re d ic te d  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  e le c t io n .  He in s i s t e d
th a t  th e  M antle-W arren group were n o t th e  underdogs, and claim ed th a t
Dolman, R ic k a rd s , Dray and th e  o th e r  fo llo w ers  o f  Couch would be s u rp r is e d
a t  th e  e le c t io n  r e t u r n s .7 ) At th e  p r im a r ie s  th e  M antle-W arren com bination
c a r r ie d  tw « a ^  o u t o f  tw e n ty - th re e  p re c in c ts  which a ssu red  t h e i r  c o n tro l
o f  th e  county  conven tion  and s ig n a l le d  t h e i r  r e tu r n  to  th e  le a d e rs h ip  in
S i lv e r  Bow c o u n t y . 74
I n  s p i t e  o f  e a r l i e r  p r e d ic t io n s .  M antle was n o t a  ca n d id a te  f o r
congressm an a t  th e  s t a t e  conven tion  which met in  B u tte  in  Septem bw , 1890.
P e rh ap s , he f e l t  th a t  I t  was to o  soon to  r e t e s t  h i s  s t r e n g th  f o r  a  m ajor
o f f i c e .  He was s e le c te d ,  how ever, as th e  tem porary chairm an o f  th e  m e e tin g .75
72 lb id .a  A ugust 20 , 1890, Couch had a l s o  d e c la re d  th a t  th e  s o -c a l le d  
M antle r i n g  re p re s e n te d  n o th in g  and c a r r ie d  no v o te r s .  He a ls o  «mnounced 
th a t  th e  In te y  M ountain had l o s t  what l i t t l e  in f lu e n c e  i t  had ev e r had in  
th e  p a r ty  by ab u s in g  th o se  R epublicans in  th e  s t a t e  who had dared  p r o te s t  
a g a in s t  M a n tle 's  le a d e r s h ip .
7 % re a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e . August 2 1 , 1890.
74 i b l d . . Septem ber 9 , 1890. T his jo u rn a l blamed C ouch 's d e fe a t  on 
h i*  l i e u t e n a n t s , and charged t h a t  th e  "odorous r e p u ta t io n  o f  th e  M antle- 
Warren gang" had n o t im proved. The I n t e r  M ountain, perhaps in  an  a ttem p t 
to  d em onstra te  th e  com plete v ic to r y  o f  M a n tle 's  f o r c e s ,  claim ed th a t  th e  
" s t r a ig h t "  R epublicans had c a r r ie d  each p r e c in c t  by a t  l e a s t  2 9 -1 .
Septem ber 10 , 1890.
75 in te r  M ountain. September 14, 1890. The S i lv e r  Bow d e le g a tio n  
f t a i i  chosen him as i t s  candidate fo r  th e permanent chairman.
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A lth o u ^  R e p re se n ta tiv e  Thomas H. C a r te r ,  th e  incom bent, had d e c la re d  th a t  
he was n o t in te r e s te d  in  s e rv in g  a  second te rm , he accep ted  th e  nom ination 
w hich he reo e lv e d  by a c c l a m a t i o n . i ^ n t l e  fav o red  C a r t e r 's  nom ination , 
amd e v id e n t ly  d id  n o t f e e l  t h a t  C a r t e r 's  s e le c t io n  would in  any way h u r t  
h is  own p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t io n s .? ?
T h e re fo re , by Septem ber, 1890, th e  H antle-W arreu c l iq u e  had r e ­
g ained  i t s  ascendancy in  S i lv e r  Bow co u n ty , and t h e i r  supremacy was n o t 
s e r io u s ly  th re a te n e d  f o r  th e  n e x t f iv e  y e a r s .  M a n tle 's  p o s i t io n  in  th e  
s t a t e  p a r ty  was n o t so  w e ll e s ta b l is h e d ,  however.?®
Two y e a rs  passed  b e fo re  M antle was a ^ i a  a  p ro ta g o n is t in  s t a t e  
R epublican  c i r c l e s .  At t h i s  appearance . Mayor M antle—e le c te d  in  A p r i l ,  
1892—played  th e  r o l e  o f  th e  c o n c i l i a to r ,  w ith  an ey e , no d o u b t, to  th e  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f ic e s  which would become v ac an t th e  n ex t y e a r .
The R epublicans met a t  M issoula in  May, 1892, to  s e le c t  d e le g a te s  
to  th e  n a t io n a l  ooaven tion  to  be h e ld  in  M inneapo lis . When th e  m eeting 
convened on th e  n in th ,  M antle was a g a in  e le c te d  te n ^ o ra ry  chairm an.
?^ I b i d . . Septem ber 14 , 1890. The G reat F a l l s  T ribune had p re d ic te d  
t h a t  C a r te r  would be th e  RepuM ioan nom inee. The T ribune in s i s te d  th a t  
C a r te r  wanted th e  nom ination  in  s p i t e  o f  h i s  d e n ia l s ,  and , th e r e fo r e ,  he 
enjoyed th e  f a c t io n a l  f ig d it i n  S i lv e r  Bow because i t  p u t M antle ou t o f  th e  
ru n n in g  f o r  C ongress. August 51 , 1890. The T ribune a ls o  m entioned a  
p la n  in  S i lv e r  Bow oounty idiioh would g iv e  M antle th e  s e n a to rs h ip  in  1895. 
W arren had su g g ested  th a t  Seligm an be chosen as congressm an. T his would 
a llo w  M antle and C a r te r  to  succeed Sanders and Power when they  r e t i r e d .  
G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e . August 5 , 1890.
7?M antle was a c t iv e  in  su p p o rt o f  C a r t e r 's  c a n d id a q r . He h elped  
fomn a  C a r te r  C lub in  B u tte  to  s t a r t  th e  cangwiign, and he spoke a t  s e v e ra l 
p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  in  h i s  b e h a lf .  I n t e r  M ountain. O ctober 8 , 1 2 , 22 ,
29 , 1890.
?®Xnter M ountain. March 50 , 1892. R&e Anaconda S tandard  charged 
th a t  th e  th r e e  p o l i t i c a l  bosses o f  th e  B u tte  R epub lican  p a r ty  had " f ix e d  
up" th e  R epub lican  t i c k e t s .  The I n t e r  M ountain r e to r t e d  th a t  th e  Democrats 
w ere alarm ed by th e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  men e le c te d .  I t  
concluded  t h a t  R epub lican  b u s in e ss  was no concern  o f  th e  B ig Four o rg an s .
C ^ t r a z y  to  e x p e c ta tio n s  th e r e  was on ly  one m ajor o o n te a t orer  th e  s e le c ­
t io n  o f  d e le g a te e  «79 S n rp r ie ln g ly  enough» th a t  d id  n o t Invo lve th e  M antle- 
Couoh r i v a l r y .  To f a c i l i t a t e  th e  s e le c t io n  o f  d e le g a te s ,  d i s t r i c t s  had 
been e s ta b l i s h e d ,  and M antle , in  a  speech  rem ln lsom it o f  o l iv e  branohes and 
w h ite -v in g ed  doves ̂  nom inated Coach as  a  d e le g a te  from D i s t r i c t  1 . Couch 
vas e le c te d ,  w ith  # .  B. H a ll as  h i s  a l t e r n a t e .  In  D i s t r i c t  4 (M issoula 
and M adison)^ c o n s id e ra b le  d isc o rd  ap p e ared , however. Both A. B. Hammond 
airà Henry E l l ln g  were p la ced  in  nom ination  f o r  th e  one d e le g a te s h lp .
George I r v i n  o f  S i lv e r  Bow ro s e  and , In  a  f i e r y  sp eech , b la s te d  Hammond 
and h i s  f a c t io n ,  I n d ic a t in g  th e  co n tin u ed  e x is te n c e  o f th e  i l l - f e e l i n g  
seen  in  1890, %ie v o te  d em o n stra ted , however, t h a t  th e  Hammond c l iq u e
' « y V f -
was in  th e  m a jo r i ty , and Heuanumd was e le c te d ,  to  th e  d is g u s t  and dismay
o f  th e  S i lv e r  Bow d e leg a tio n .® ^
   —   ——          ......................
■
79rhe D eao cra tlo  G rea t F a l l s  T ribune had g le e f u l ly  announced,
"Won*t th e re  be  a  monkey and p a r r o t  tim e when C olonel Senders and Lee M antle 
and C h arle s  Warren and R u sse ll B« (H a rr iso n )  and Tom C a r te r  g e t  to g e th e r  
f w  th e  purpose o f  naming th e  re p u b lic a n  d e le g a te s  from Montana to  th e  
M inneapolis convention? The f i r s t  th re e  a re  s ta lw a r t  B la in e  men o r  f o r  
hnyone to  b e a t  H arrison*  R u s s e ll  B . I s  th e  son o f  h is  f a th e r  and C a r te r  
g c te  h i s  b read  and b u t t e r  from th e  man in  th e  w h ite  h o u se . Won*t th ey  
r a i s e  m erry H e l« --en a  whw they  a l l  meet a t  th e  c i t y  o f  L ast Chance?”
May 4 , 1892* B v id a n tly , th e  T ribune was confused as to  th e  s i t e  o f  th e  
convention* There was some w ran g lin g  over th e  r e s o lu t io n s  a t  th e  conven­
tio n *  One c la u s e  recommended th e  nom ination  o f  B la in e  f o r  p re s id e n t*  A 
compromise was f i n a l l y  reskohed, and r e s o lu t io n s  endorsed B la in e  more 
s t ro n g ly  th a n  H a rr iso n . I t  was a  c l e a r  ca se  o f  " s i t t i n g  on th e  f e n c e .”
® ^ r e a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e* May 10, 1892* The S i lv e r  Bow d e le g a tio n  was 
anti-Hammond because  he had su p p o rted  Power in  1890 to  d e fe a t  M antle* The 
T ribune ex p la in ed  b h a t traamspired* "The in d ig n a tio n  o f  M issoula re p u b lic a n s  
i s  unbounded* They p r e f e r r e d  any o th e r  man to  Hammond, bu t by th o se  a r t s  
and d ev ices  b e a t  known to  th e  in n e r  c i r c l e ,  th e  g r e a t  Mogul o f  th e  H ell 
G ate c a p tu re d  th e  co n v en tio n  and tu rn e d  up h is  r ig h t  r o y a l  nose to  th e  
how ling  mob o f  d isa p p o in te d  re p u b lic a n s  around him* The * unholy concep­
t i o n ,  '  as  George W* I r v in  I I  term ed i t ,  p r e v a i le d ,  and th e  ill-o m en ed , 
c ro a k in g  rav en  usu rped  th e  p la c e  o f  th e  w h ite  winged dove o f peace which 
Lee M antle perched above th e  convention*
" I t  seems th e  d e le g a to r ia l  s l a t e  had been made up w ithou t th e  
names o f  A. B* Hammond o f M isso u la , o r  S* S . Hobson o f  M eagher, o r W. £ . 
H a ll o f  S i lv e r  Bow b e in g  upon i t .  But in  th e  grand s h u f f le  which preceded
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Mantle* s nom ination  o f  Couch was s u r p r i s in g ,  and was n o t due to
any sudden ad m ira tio n  he m ight have f e l t  f o r  th a t  gen tlem an . The am bitious
young o f f lo e - s e e k e r , who two y e a rs  b e fo re  had been venomous in  h is  a t ta c k s
on d i f f e r e n t  le a d e rs  o f  th e  R epublican  p a r ty ,  had suddenly  sw itched  h is
t a c t i c s  to  th o se  o f  sw eetness and f r ie n d s h ip .  Perhaps M antle t h o u ^ t  a
p o lic y  o f  c o n c i l i a t io n  would enhance h is  own o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l
S iadvancement w ith in  th e  p a r ty .
D uring th e  summer b e fo re  th e  e le c t io n  o f  1892, M antle was m entioned 
as a  p ro sp e c tiv e  c a n d id a te . The p a r t i c u l a r  o f f ic e  M antle was now v iew ing  
w ith  fa v o r  was a  souroe o f  c o n je c tu re  to  th e  G reat F a l ls  T rib u n e . I t  de­
c la re d  t h a t  th e  am b itious young s ta tesm an  from S i lv e r  Bow had nom inated
Couch as  a  d e le g a te  to  M inneapolis in  o rd e r  to  g e t  th e  c h ie f  o f  th e  a n t i -
82M antle f a c t io n  to  su p p o rt him f o r  g o v ern o r. I t  a ls o  claim ed th a t  M antle 
and L ieu ten an t Governor R ickards d id  n o t sp eak , as  b o th  had t h e i r  eyes on 
th e  g o v e r n o r s h i p O n  th e  o th e r  hand , M antle perhaps was a tten d itin g  f o r
th e  b a l lo t in g s  i t  ap p ears  th a t  some o f th e  names were l o s t  o r wiped out 
and when th e  book was opened, th e s e  tabooed names headed th e  l i s t .  . . .  
O ther names were d is p la c e d  and whcm th e  m in o rity  reco v ered  from th e  
shook o f  d e fe a t  i t  began to  look  around f o r  th e  men idio s tru c k  them ."
May 12, 1892.
^^ I b i d . fl May 12 , 1892. Warren d id  n o t a t te n d  th e  conven tion  be­
cause  he would n o t welcome th e  d is s e n te r s  back in to  th e  p a r ty .  He was a 
s ta lw a r t  H epub lioan , and f e l t  t h a t  s ta lw a r t  ism was th e  p a r ly 's  only chance 
f o r  s u r v iv a l .  The T ribune d e c la re d  th a t  Warrœi was ta k in g  a s t a l w a r t 's  
s ta n d  a g a in s t  M a n tle 's  p o lic y  o f  b a i t in g  p a r ty  " d e s e r te r s  w ith  su g a r ."
The T ribune co nc luded , " I t  i s  w e ll enough to  ho ld  o u t th e  o l iv e  branch  
when p o l i t i c a l  b re th e m  p a r t  in  a n g e r, b u t when th e  m a jo rity  o f f e r s  p o l i t ­
i c a l  honors to  induce a  d e s e r t in g  m in o rity  to  r e tu r n  to  th e  fam ily  fo ld  
i t  o f f e r s  a  premium f o r  d e s e r t io n s ."  Friœods o f  Couch s a id  th a t  M antle 
was on ly  a c c e p tin g  th e  in e v i t a b le .  G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . May 19 , 1892.
^ I b i d . .  May 11 , 1892.
®) l b i d . . May 2 4 , 1892.
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th e  second tim e  to  become U nited  S ta te s  s e n a to r .  S an d ers ' term  would ex­
p i r e  th e  fo llo w in g  M arch. A d is p a tc h  to  th e  D em ocratic G reat F a l l s  
T ribune quoted  a S i lv e r  Bow d e le g a te  to  th e  M issoula conven tion  as saying*
We d o n 't  want th e  c a p i ta l  ; we d o n 't  want an y th in g  except Lee
îte n tle  f o r  U nited  S ta te s  s e n a to r ,  and by th e  e t e r n a l  we propose to
have him.®4
U n d erstan d ab ly , r e p o r ts  o f  M a n tle 's  cand idacy  f o r  v a r io u s  o f f ic e s  con­
tin u e d  th roughou t th e  summer o f  1892. In  A ugust, he was ag a in  mentioned 
a s  a  c a n d id a te  f o r  governor as w e ll as f o r  congressm an. A lthough he s a id  
he was n o t in te r e s te d  in  r e p re s e n t in g  Montana in  th e  lowei’ house , th o se  
who knew him b e s t  b e lie v e d  t h a t  he was "coquetting.* '® ^
I f  M antle d e s ire d  e i t h e r  to  be oongressxoan o r governo r, h is  ambi­
t io n s  were f r u s t r a t e d  a t  th e  s t a t e  conven tion  which met in  September a t
G reat F a l ls  to  s e l e c t  th e  s l a t e  o f  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s .  A f te r  M antle was
e le c te d  perm anent chairm an , he le d  th e  S i lv e r  Bow d e le g a tio n  in  sp o n so rin g  
R ickards f o r  th e  g u b e rn a to r ia l  n o m in a t io n .^  He may have been fo rc ed  in to  
t h i s  a c t io n .  One c l iq u e  a t  th e  co n v en tio n , perhaps in  an attem pt to  b lock  
M a n tle 's  can d id acy , th re a te n e d  to  b o l t  th e  p a r ty  i f  H iokards were n o t 
chosen.® ^ Any such b o l t  would have ru in e d  th e  chances o f  th e  R epublicans 
f o r  su ccess  in  th e  coming e l e c t io n ,  and M antle , th e  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n .
1 7 , 1892. Two days l a t e r  th e  T ribune s a id  th a t  C a r te r  
would n o t  r e s ig n  as  congressm an u n t i l  he le a rn e d  i f  th e  n ex t l e g i s l a tu r e  
were R ep u b lican . T h is would s t i l l  g iv e  him ample tim e to  t r y  f o r  th e  
sm i& to rah ip . M oreover, i f  M antle were d e fe a te d  in  h is  ra c e  f o r  th e  
g o v e rn o rsh ip , he would be e lim in a ted  as C a r t e r 's  r i v a l  f o r  th e  S e n a te . 
May 1 9 , 1892.
® % rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e . August 5 , 25 , 1892.
®̂ I n te r  M ountain. Septem ber 7» 1892.
®̂ I b id .  M a n tle 's  jo u rn a l  gave th e  p e c u l ia r  e x p la n a tio n  th a t  
th e  pu rpose  o f  th e  scheme was to  ta k e  v o te s  from R ick a rd s .
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uxidoubtedly foresaw  th e  d is a s tro u s  r e s u l t s  to  h is  own p o l i t i c a l  a s p ir a ­
t i o n s .  Even more p e r t in e n t .  M antle p robab ly  remembered R ickards^ d e s i r e  
f o r  th e  s e n a to r s h ip ,  w hich had h u r t  h is  own candidacy in  1890. P la c in g  
R iokards in  th e  g o v e rn o r 's  c h a ir  would remove him sts a  r i v a l  f o r  th e  
s e n a to r s h ip .
A t t h a t  co n v en tio n . M antle was a ls o  e le c te d  chairm an o f  th e  s t a t e
c e n t r a l  com m ittee. The D em ocratic G reat P a l ls  T ribune adm itted  th a t
th e  R epub licans had shown wisdom in  s e le c t in g  him , as he was young and
e n e rg e t ic .  A lso , he was su re  to  woxic f a i t h f u l l y  f o r  th e  su ccess  o f th e
p a r ty  f o r  h i s  own p e rso n a l reaso n s as w e ll as fo r  th e  o rg a n is a tio n  i t s e l f .
I t  added, how ever, th a t  h is  ch o ice  as chairm an o f  th e  committee had
sh e lv ed  him f o r  any o th e r  p o l i t i c a l  o ff ic e s .® ^  The I n t e r  M ountain r e p l ie d
th a t  M antle had been p laced  in  th a t  p o s i t io n  because he would make a
w inning f ig h t»  and th a t  h i s  s e le c t io n  was a  compliment to  th e  lo y a l
90R epublicans o f  S i lv e r  Bow co u n ty .
I t  i s  perhaps sym bolic o f  th e  tim es th a t  a f t e r  on ly  s ix te e n  y ea rs  
in  Montana t e r r i t o r y ,  Lee M antle had been s e le c te d  a s  th e  chairm an o f  th e  
s t a t e  o r a t r a l  com m ittee o f  th e  R epublican  p a r ty .  O r ig in a lly  a  lo c a l  
B u tte  p o l i t i c i a n ,  he had r i s e n  q u ic k ly  t h r o u ^  th e  ran k s o f th e  o rg an iza ­
t io n  to  become an in ^ o r ta n t  s t a t e  f ig u re  as  th e  r e s u l t  o f h is  am b itio n , 
f e r v o r ,  a b i l i ^ ,  and s u p p o r te r s .  As one o f  th e  founders o f th e  B u tte
QQoreat P a l l s  T rib u n e , Septem ber 7 , 1892.
Septem ber 8 , 1892. Under a  H elena d a te l in e ,  th e  T ribune 
l a t e r  d e c la re d  th a t  M iantle 's s e le c t io n  had been u n s a t is f a c to ry  to  th e  
H a rriso n  c l iq u e ,  as n e i th e r  C a r te r  n o r R u sse ll H a rriso n  had any reg a rd  
f o r  M an tle . They b o th  had worked a g a in s t  him in  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  o f  *89, 
b u t M antle was r i g i d  «oiough in  h is  p a r t i s a n  z e a l to  rem ain f a i t h f u l  to  
th e  R epub lican  t i c k e t .  Septem ber 24 , 1892.
90s©ptember 11, 1892.
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p a r ty ,  he was a b le  to  e x e r t  a  la rg e  measure o f  c o n tro l  over th a t  g roup . 
H is le a d e r s h ip  had been ch a llen g ed  in  1889* but th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  he had 
re g a in e d  h is  ascendancy . T h e re fo re , from i t s  in c e p tio n  u n t i l  app ro x i­
m ately  1896, Ife n tle  can be co n s id ered  as one o f th e  le a d e r s ,  perhaps th e  
le a d e r ,  o f  th e  B u tte  H epub)loan p a r ty .  On th e  s t a t e  l e v e l ,  h is  impor­
ta n c e  i s  h a rd e r  to  ev a lu a te*  H is in f lu e n c e  in  R epublican  co u n c ils  was 
s t i l l  in  a  t r a n s i t o r y  s t a t e .  Re had been A ru s tra te d  in  h is  ra c e  f o r  
U nited  S ta te s  s e n a to r  in  1889S he had alm ost gained  c o n tro l o f  th e  p a r ty  
conventicoi in  May* 1892* on ly  to  be d e fe a te d ; and y e t ,  h is  c a n d id a te  f o r  
governor had bemi nom inated in  Septem ber, 1892* and M antle , h im s e lf , 
had be«d s e le c te d  as chairm an o f  th e  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  com m ittee. The o ld  
p a r ty  le a d e rs  d id  n o t im m ediately  r e a l i z e  th a t  th ey  had p laced  M antle 
in  a  p o s i t io n  to  c h a lle n g e  t h e i r  co n tro l*  b u t ev en ts  o f th e  fo llo w in g  
y e a rs  would c l e a r ly  dem onstra te  h is  in c re a s in g  power. He was "Young 
Turk" s t r u g g l in g  a g a in s t  th e  e s ta b lis h e d  le a d e r s .
CHAPTER I I I
EARLY ISSUES
P o l i t i o ia n s  in  a  p e rp e tu a l a e a r  oh fo r  is s u e s  which w i l l
i n g r a t i a t e  them w ith  t h e i r  c o n s t i tu e n t s .  M antle c h a ra c te r iz e d  th e  
ty p ic a l  o f f ic e  se e k e r  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  th r o u ^ o u t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .
But he d id  n o t f in d  i t  n e c e ssa ry  to  m anufacture c a u se s , as  i s  so f r e ­
q u e n tly  t r u e .  B u tte , a s  th e  on ly  in d u s t r i a l i z e d  a re a  o f  any is q ^ r ta n c e  
in  th e  s t a t e ,  empltgred a  la rg e  la b o r in g  f o r c e .  An independent p o l i t i c i a n  
in  B u t te ,  th e r e f o r e ,  had to  he co g n izan t o f  th e  w ishes o f  la b o r ,  and th u s  
M antle was p re se n te d  w ith  th e  m ajor is s u e  of h is  e a r ly  y e a rs— su p p o rt o f 
th e  la b o r in g  man. He d isco v e red  h is  second is s u e  in  a  pop u la r s u b je c t  
o f  d eb a te  in  Montana as  w e ll a s  th r o u ^ o u t  th e  N orthw est, th e  M ineral Land 
q u e s t io n . Always a n ta g o n is t ic  tow ard th e  N orthern  P a c i f i c ,  M antle became 
a  le a d e r  in  th e  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  in m ed ia te  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f what lan d s  shou ld  
be d e s ig n a te d  as m in e ra l and th u s be excluded from th e  N orthern  P a c i f ic  
la n d  g r a n t .
M antle ty p i f ie d  th e  c o n s e rv a tiv e  b u s in e ss  man who was a f r ie n d  
o f  la b o r .  Thus, a  c e r t a in  am biguity  was e v id en t in  b o th  h is  words and 
d e e d s . A c tu a lly , p o l i t i c a l  n e o e s s i ly  had caused him to  become a  p ro­
ponent o f  m easures in  fa v o r  o f  th e  la b o r in g  man. M antle began h is  c a re e r  
in  an  e r a  when th e  owners o f  f a c t o r i e s ,  m ines, o r  i t  i s  perhaps s a fe  to  
s a y , th e  owners o f  any b u s in e s s ,  were a b le  to  « c e r t  c o n s id e ra b le  in f lu e n c e  
o v er th e  v o te s  o f  t h e i r  em ployees. Those were th e  days o f  th e  open b a l­
l o t  when th e  em ployer cou ld  w atch h is  employees as  th ey  o a s t  t h e i r  v o te s .  
Loss o f  a  jo b  co u ld  r e s u l t  from v o tin g  f o r  c a n d id a te s  opposed by th e  
em ployer. U nlike th e  o th e r  c a p i t a l i s t s  and p o l i t i c a l  le a d e rs  o f B u tte
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suob as D aly and C la rk , how ever, M antle d id  n o t employ many men. There­
f o r e ,  ho had to  seek  h ie  p o l i t i c a l  su p p o rt from th e  Independent la b o r in g
'•#!>
men, and th e  w orkers e m p l^ ed  by such  R epublican m ining companies as 
th e  B oston and Montana and th e  B lu e b ird .
As a  member o f  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e .  M antle dem onstrated  
th a t  he fav o red  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  a id  th e  la b o r in g  man. In  1887 and ag a in  
in  1889, he sponsored  a  b i l l  f o r  a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  law .^  A lthough th e  
m easure was d e fe a te d  in  1887, i t  passed  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  in  1889, a long  
w ith  a  b i l l  f o r  th e  A u s tr a l ia n  b a l l o t .  Laws o f t h i s  c h a ra c te r  were 
advocated  by ” l i b e r a l s "  th ro u ^ io u t th e  Ibaited S ta te s  in  o rd e r to  f r e e  
th e  w orking men from th e  c o n tro l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and in d u s t r i a l  b o s s e s . 
A l th o u ^  M antle was no " l i b e r a l , "  h is  r o le  in  s e c u r in g  th e  passage of 
th e s e  laws undoubted ly  im pressed  th e  B u tte  la b o r in g  c l a s s e s .  P a r t is a n ­
s h ip ,  how ever, a ls o  p layed  a  p a r t  in  th e  p assage  o f  th e s e  m easures.
The 1689 l e g i s l a t u r e  was R epub lican , and th e s e  laws removed a  souroe 
o f  th e  D em ocratic P a rty * s  s u p p o r t. The I n t e r  M ountain a ff irm ed  th a t  
th e  D em ocrats, e s p e c ia l ly  th e  m il l io n a ir e  "b o sse s ,"  were a g a in s t  th e se
b i l l s  because th e y  would p ro h ib i t  th e  "bosses" from c o n t ro l l in g  th e  v o te s
2
o f  t h e i r  employees as  th e y  had in  th e  e le c t io n  o f 1888.
^A r e g i s t r a t i o n  law p ro v id es  c e r t a in  q u a l i f i c a t io n s  which have 
to  be met b e fo re  a  p erso n  can v o te .  L is t s  a re  p rep ared  b e fo re  th e  
e le c t io n  which sp e c ify  who i s  e l i g i b l e  to  v o te .  T his e l im in a te s  d u p li­
c a te  v o t in g .  I n  th e  case  o f  e a r ly -d a y  M ontana, i t  p ro h ib ite d  em ployers 
l i k e  th e  N o rthern  P a c i f i c  from b r in g in g  in  e x t r a  crews o r  h i r in g  e x tra  
men front o u ts id e  th e  s t a t e ,  in  o rd e r  to  "sw ing" an e l e c t io n .  Labor 
groups fav o red  th e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  law  because t h ^  f e l t  i t  would ta k e  
power from th e  hands o f  th e  em ployer group and in c re a s e  th e  p ro p o r tio n a te  
s t r e n g th  o f  th e  la b o r  v o te .
^March 20, 1889? September 8 , 1869.
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B arln ^  th e  campaign o f  1888, th e  R epublican  ca n d id a te s  f o r  th e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  in  B u tte  had pledged them selves to  support a  b i l l  p ro v id in g  
f o r  a  t e r r i t o r i a l  mine In s p e e to r ,  As t h i s  p ledge was p a r t i a l l y  resp o n ­
s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  e l e c t io n ,  th e  b i l l  was d u ly  in tro d u ced  when th e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  convened .) S cores o f  amendments were proposed in  th e  house to  
c r ip p le  th e  b i l l ,  b u t M antle a b ly  defended i t .  An eye-w itness remarked 
th a t  th e  S i lv e r  Bow d e le g a t io n  le d  by M antle was opposed by re p re s e n ta ­
t iv e s  from th e  "cow c o u n tie s"  who were w i l l in g  to  spend fo u r te e n  thoiwand 
d o l la r s  a  y e a r  f o r  co y o te  b o u n tie s ,  b u t f e l t  th a t  seven thousand d o l la r s  
a  y e a r  f o r  th e  p ro te c t io n  o f  m iners was too  muoh.4 s in c e  a  d e le g a tio n  
o f  m ining men, which in c lu d ed  Thomas Couch o f  th e  Boston and Montana, 
o b je c te d  to  th e  s e c t io n  o f  th e  b i l l  which concerned a c c id e n ts  in  m ines, 
M antle d e c la re d  th a t  t h i s  s e c t io n  would be amended so th a t  i t  would be 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  to  a l l  i n t e r e s t s  But f o r  more th an  two weeks he defended 
th e  measure from o th e r  amendments.^ F in a lly  on th e  l a s t  day o f  d e b a te ,
5ln^ter ^ u n t a l n . F ebruary  18 , 1889. T his b i l l  was designed  to  
f in d  a  means to  p rev en t th e  lo s s  o f  l i f e  in  mines from sou rces which 
cou ld  be c o n t r o l l e d .
4 lb id *. F ebruary  24 , 1889. W. 0 .  Speer o f  B u tte  was th e  so u rc e .
5 rhe I n t e r  M ountain in s i s te d  t h a t  th e re  was no o p p o s itio n  from 
th e  m ajor m ining i n t e r e s t s .  I t  c laim ed th a t  th e  on ly  o p p o s itio n  came 
from p erso n s who th o u g h t th e y  re p re s e n te d  p u b lic  o p in io n , and were 
se ek in g  n o to r i e ty .  March ) ,  1889°
^M antle worked e s p e c ia l ly  h ard  to  d e fe a t  two amendments, one 
which d e c la re d  th a t  th e  In s p e c to r  had to  be a  n a t iv e -b o rn  American,
«■Tffd a n o th e r  which proposed t h a t  no member o f  any m ining o rg a n is a tio n  
be a p p o in ted  to  th e  o f f i c e .  In  answer to  th e  l a t t e r  p ro p o sa l, M antle 
showed th e  i n j u s t i c e  which would r e s u l t  from b a r r in g  m ining en g in ee rs  
o r  a  member o f  th e  M in e r 's  Union from th e  p o s t .  I n t e r  M ountain.
March J ,  1889.
—56—
M antle , \ry h ia  v ig o ro u s d e fen se  o f  th e  b i l l ,  h e lped  to  se cu re  i t s  
passage  by a  v o te  o f  16 to  5 . Î
Thus, in  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  M antle appeared  in  th e  r o le  o f  th e  
f r ie n d  o f  th e  la b o r in g  man in  s p i t e  o f  h is  d e fe ren ce  to  th e  w ishes o f  th e  
mi n in g  ooa^anies*  But some in f l u e n t i a l  s t a t e  R epublicans were no t 
p le a se d  w ith  h is  s ta n d  on b e h a lf  o f  l a b w ,  and h is  I n t e r  found
i t  n e c e ssa ry  to  v in d ic a te  I t s e l f j
%ie organs o f  th e  m il l io n a ir e s  w ith  th e  H elena Jo u rn a l in  th e  
le a d  a r e  se ek in g  to  b reak  down th e  I n t e r  M ountain as  a  p a r ty  paper 
beeaus® i t  has tak en  up th e  cause  o f  th e  la b o r in g  men o f  t h i s  s t a t e .  
W ell, i f  th e  H elena Jo u rn a l th in k s  i t  can In ju re  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s ta n d ­
in g  o f  t h i s  p ap e r we in v i t e  i t  to  go ahead . The re p u b lic a n  p a r ty  o f 
th e  w est s id e  i s  s o l id  and e n th u s ia s t ic  and th e  I n t e r  Mountain i s  
i t s  m outhpiece, b u t above and beyond th a t  i t  i s  a  newspaper and i t  
has view s which i t  p roposes to  exp ress on b e h a lf  o f th e  ooimaon 
p eop le  o f  th e  s t a t e .  And i t  i s ,  th e r e f o r e ,  beyond th e  re a c h  o f any 
bood le organ, l i k e  th e  H elena J o u rn a l .Q
Ab M antle p u rp o rte d  to  be th e  spokesman o f  th e  la b o r in g  man, he 
n a tu r a l ly  had to  su p p o rt is s u e s  promoted by th e  la b o r  u n io n s . Thus, i t  
i s  n o t s u r p r i s in g  th a t  b o th  M antle and th e  I n t e r  M ountain n h o le h e a rte d ly  
ag reed  w ith  th e  K nigjits o f  Labor who advocated  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  immigra­
t io n  to  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  in d u s tr io u s  and r e s p e c ta b le  p e o p l e . 9 S ince 1680, 
im m igration  had p re se n te d  a  v e ry  s e r io u s  problem  to  th e  la b o rin g  c l a s s ,  
a s  th e  f lo o d s  o f new im m igrants were o f te n  u n s k i l le d  w o rk ers . The 
p resen ce  o f  t h i s  body o f  cheap la b o re rs  had a  tendency to  d ep ress  la b o r
M ^untai^. March 3 , 1889» M antle’s jo u rn a l d ec la red  th a t  
c r e d i t  f o r  th e  passag e  o f  th e  law  had been ta k e n  from th e  S i lv e r  Bow 
d e le g a t io n .  Th«y had in ten d ed  th a t  a  te c h n ic a l  m iner w ith  practiceùL 
ex p e rie n c e  should  be chosen as in s p e c to r .  I n s te a d ,  th e  D em ocratic 
g o verno r had ap p o in ted  a  geology p ro fe s s o r ,  who, th e  I n t e r  M ountain 
ch a rg ed , was e i ^ t y  y e a rs  o ld .  The whole purpose o f  th e  b i l l  had been 
d e f e a te d . A dm ible i n s u l t  r e s u l t e d  from th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  new in sp e c to r  
was a  r e b e l  D em ocrat. March 17» 1889»
® Ib id .. May 1 1 , 1890. 
9 l b i d . . F eb ruary  15, 1894*
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standard .8 , assd o rgan ized  la b o r  reo o g a lzed  in  im re o tr ic te d  im m igration  th e  
Siost s e r io u s  t h r e a t  to  i t s  p ro g re ss  In  B u tte  as e ls e s h e re  in  th e  
Westÿ th e  C hinese e a r ly  b o re  th e  Iw unt o f  th e  an ti-im m ig ran t f e e l in g .
The la b o r  un ions i n i t i a t e d  th e  movement a g a in s t  th e  C h in ese , and th ey  
k e p t t h e i r  a g i ta t io n *  C onsequen tly , th e  I n t e r  M ountain was m erely r e ­
f l e c t i n g  th e  sen tim en t o f  th e  la b o re rs  when i t  s ta te d  t h a t  B u tte  should  
r i d  i t s e l f  o f  i t s  two w orst n u is a n c e s , th e  smoke and th e  C h inese .
Mantle*® jo u rn a l  a ls o  w h o leh earted ly  ag reed  w ith  th e  un ions th a t  th e  most 
lo g ic a l  s o lu t io n  to  th e  C hinese problem  was to  d isco u rag e  t h e i r  employ­
ment .3.2 M an tle , h im s e lf ,  spoke on th e  s u b je c t .  I n  a  newspaper in te rv ie w  
when he was mayor, he d e c la re d  th a t  he d id  n o t p a tro n iz e  th e  C h inese , 
and f e l t  th a t  o th e rs  shou ld  fo llo w  h is  le a d .  He a ls o  observed th a t  they  
d id  n o t p o sse ss  any q u a l i t i e s  which c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  moral o r  i n t e l ­
l e c tu a l  developm ent o f  th e  r e p u b l ic ,  and th a t  th e y  d id  n o t a s s im ila te  
p i t h  th e  r e s t  o f th e  p o p u l a c e . i n  o o n o lu sio n , he rem arked th a t  a l ­
though i t  would be d e s i r a b le  t o  be r i d  o f  them, th ey  were in  th e  U nited  
S ta te s  t r e a t y  r l ^ t ,  and fo rc e  should  n o t be used a g a in s t them*
lOSaBwel E l io t  M orieon and Henry S te e le  Commager, The Growth o f  
th e  American R epublic  (New Yorks Oxford IM iv e rs ity  P re s s , 195o), I I ,  
pp . 1 5 1 - 1 5 2 * deorge a* S te |d ienson , A H is to ry  o f  American Im m igration 
(B ostons Ginn and Coayary, 1926), p p . 150-185*
l ll^ p te r  M ountain* November 22 , 1891; G reat F e l l s  T rib u n e .
Deoember 1 5 , 1891*
3>̂ I n te r  M ountain* November 2 2 , 1891*
15 lb id *. F ebruary  5 , 1895* I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t ,  as 
a  s e n a to r ,  M antle v o ted  f o r  an  im m igration  b i l l  which p rov ided  th a t  a l l  
im m igrants id iy s ic a l ly  cap ab le  and over s ix te e n  y e a rs  o f age shou ld  be ab le  
to  re a d  o r w r i te  th e  E n g lish  language o r some o th e r  language* Cong* 
R ecord . 55 Ccmg., 2 S e s s . ,  p p . 6 6 8 - 6 6 9 . See a ls o  th e  G reat F a l ls  T rib u n e* 
Ja n u a ry  19 , 1898. The I n t e r  M ountain announced th a t  th e  inm igpration law 
would le s s e n  co m p e titio n  from abroad and th a t  th e re  were b e t t e r  tim es 
ahead f o r  " th o se  who t o i l . "  January  19 , 1898.
“•5®“
Th« c o n c lu s io n  o f  h i s  rem arks on th e  C hinese problem was in d i­
c a t iv e  a l s o  o f  M a n tle 's  dilemma as a  su p p o rte r  of lab o r»  A lth o u ^  he 
ex p ressed  sympathy f o r  la b o r  un io n s and th e  p l ig h t  o f  th e  workingman, 
he n ev er succeeded in  shedd ing  th e  ty p ic a l  c o n se rv a tiv e  r e a c t io n  toward 
th e  v io le n c e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  s t r i k e s  and o th e r  la b o r  d is tu rb a n ces*  As 
th e  1890*s  were a  p e r io d  o f g re a t  s t r i k e s  and la b o r  u n r e s t ,  M antle was 
g iv en  ample o ccasio n  to  a i r  h i s  views»
The g e n e ra l economic u n re s t  p re se n te d  an o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  v io le n c e  
trhiCh f r ig h te n e d  M an tle , th e  c o n s e rv a tiv e  R epublican  businessman* When a  
w este rn  u n i t  o f  th e  Coxey army was s tra n d e d  in  B u tte  due to  th e  r e ­
f u s a l  o f  th e  r a i l r o a d s  to  supp ly  them w ith  th e  n ec e ssa ry  t r a i n s ,  M antle 
a tte n d e d  a  c i t i z e n s '  m eeting  a t  th e  c i t y  h a l l ,  c a l le d  to  seek  a  means 
to  move th e  group ou t o f  B u tte*  S ev e ra l days l a t e r ,  th e  I n d u s t r ia l  Amy 
marched th rough  th e  o i ty  s t r e e t s  to  th e  co u rth o u se , and M antle spoke to  
th e  g a th e r in g  o f  B u tte  r e s id e n ts  and th e  unemployed. The r e s o lu t io n s  
drawn up by th e  B u tte  c i t i z e n s  a t  t h i s  m eeting d isco u rag ed  a l l  un law ful 
a c t s ,  and ad v ised  th e  group to  conform s t r i c t l y  to  th e  law* Concerning 
th e  Co3C ^ men, th e  I n t e r  M ountain observed*
They seem to  be f o r  th e  most p a r t  d e se rv in g  and o rd e r ly  and r e ­
s p e c ta b le ,  and i f  th ey  w i l l  b u t r e s t r a i n  th e  few tu rb u le n t s p i r i t s  
among them and keep s t r i c t l y  w ith in  th e  law and r e s p e c t  th e  o f f ic e r s  
o f  th e  xaw, p u b lic  se n tim e n t w i l l  be s tro n g  enough to  p ro v id e  f o r  
them some means o f  locom otion  i f  th e  r a i l r o a d s  w i l l  n o t g iv e  a  
low r a t e . 14
The comments in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain d u rin g  th e  Pullman S t r ik e  
in d ic a te d  th a t  law and o rd e r  were more im p o rtan t th a n  w o rk e rs ' wages. 
I n i t i a l l y ,  M antle took  h is  s tro n g e s t  s ta n d  f o r  la b o r  in  d efen se  o f th e
14 in te r  M ountain, A p ril  21 , 24» 1894*
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Pullm an w o rkers, and h i»  new spaper sp ared  no words;
h e l i e r e  t h a t  th e  Pullman company i s  wrong In  a ttem p tin g  to  r e ­
duce th e  wages o f  i t s  employes ( s i c )  below a  f a i r  l iv in g  p o in t ,  and 
we th in k  i t  s t i l l  more in  th e  wrong in  r e fu s in g  to  a r b i t r a t e  i t s  d if~  
fe ren o ee  w ith  i t s  wqployes ( s ic ) »  I t  i s  o f  no u se  to  say th a t  o th e r  
la b o r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  have n o th in g  to  do w ith  th e  m a tte r , o r  th a t  th e  
t r o u b le  o f  th e  Pullm an employes ( s i c )  i s  none o f  th e  b u s in e ss  o f  th e  
A» H* U. I f  la b o r  has a  r ig h t  to  o rg an ize  f o r  i t s  p r o te c t io n ,  which 
no one w i l l  deny, th e n  one la b o r  o rg a n iz a tio n  has a  p e r f e c t  r i g h t  to  
a l l y  i t s e l f  w ith  othm^ la b o r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  f o r  th e  purpose o f a  
common d e fe n se , o r  to  en fo rce  a  j u s t  d e m a n d . ^5
Two weeks l a t e r ,  how ever, th e  I n t e r  Mountain had r e t r e a te d  somewhat end 
s t a t e d  t h a t ,  w h ile  a l l  Am ericans were sym pathetic  to  th e  Pullman em ployees, 
every  "reeisonable and c o n s e rv a tiv e  c i t i z e n  must condeam th e  a c ts  o f  law­
le s s n e s s  which have been com m itted. The law must be upheld  and v in d ic a te d , 
because th e r e  i s  no s a f e ty  f o r  s o c ie ty  o r  f o r  our i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  any 
o th e r  c o u rse .
M a n tle 's  rem arks d u rin g  th e  G reat N orthern  s t r i k e  in  1894 d i s ­
c lo se d  h i s  s o lu t io n  to  th e  problem s o f la b o r .  The I n t e r  Mountain f i r s t  
c a l le d  f o r  a r b i t r a t i o n  in  th e  s t r i k e , ^7 and M antle l a t e r  spoke a t  a  p u b lic  
m eeting  c a l le d  to  d is c u s s  th e  p l ig h t  o f  th e  r a i l r o a d  w o rk ers . A f te r  
s t a t i n g  th a t  no man shou ld  be expected  to  work f o r  th e  p a l t r y  sum o f  one 
d o l l a r  a  d ay , he ex p la in ed  th a t  th e  r a i l r o a d s  could  be ru n  on a  p r o f i t ­
a b le  b a s is  i f  s to c k -w a te r in g  and o th e r  m a lp ra c tic e s  were e lim in a te d .
M antle d e c la re d  th a t  th e  laboringm an on ly  e x e rc ise d  th e  God-given i n s t i n c t
15 l b i d . . J u ly  2 , 1894.
^^ Ib l^  ». J u ly  1 3 , 1894* The I n t e r  M ountain expressed  s im ila r  
se n tim e n ts  in  a  G reat N o rth ern  s t r i k e  in  1895» s t r i k e  o f  employes 
( s i c )  to  fo rc e  an ad ju stm en t o f  t h e i r  r e a l  g riev an ces  e n l i s t s  th e  sym­
p ath y  o f  abou t every  man, b u t a  s t r i k e  in  which endangering  th e  l iv e s  
o f  in n o c en t p a r t i e s  form s a  p a r t  o f th e  program , does n o t .  On th e  con­
t r a r y ,  i t  e f f e c tu a l ly  w ithdraw s a l l  sym pathy, a id  and com fort from th e  
s t r i k e r s  and a r ra y s  th e  b e t t e r  c la s s  o f  c i t i z e n s  a g a in s t  them .
November 6 , 1895*
^7 ib id . . A pril 18 , 1894.
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o f  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t io n  when he o rgan ized  f o r  h ia  own p ro te c tio n *  He 
concluded :
But X B e liev e  a l s o ,  in  th e  c o n s t i tu te d  law and in  c o n s t i tu te d  au th o r­
i ty *  The laws may he u n ju s t  h u t remember th a t  th e  laws a re  o f  our 
own m aking. I f  th e r e  a re  laws th a t  a re  u n ju s t ,  we must make a  change 
th rough  th e  p eace fu l method o f  th e  b a l l o t .  You have th e  numbers and 
th e  fo rc e  and th e  undoubted a b i l i t y  to  make any change you d e s ire .i®
Thus, to  M an tle , th e  b a l lo t  o f fe re d  la b o r  th e  means to  so lv e  i t s  problem s.
As has been d em o n stra ted , M antle was a  p r a c t i c a l  p o l l t i o i a n .  Con­
s e q u e n tly , he was c o n s ta n tly  in  se a rc h  o f  is s u e s  to  em barrass th e  opposi­
t i o n .  From 189) to  1897» th e  nati< m al a d m in is t râ t icm was D em ocratic, and 
th e  R epublican  I n t e r  M ountain used  th e  u n s e t t le d  la b o r  c o n d it io n s , caused 
by th e  n a t io n a l  d e p re s s io n , a s  a  v e h ic le  to  d i s c r e d i t  th e  C leveland ad­
m in i s t r a t io n .  Any re fe re n c e  to  oppressed  laboringm en appealed  to  M a n tle 's  
u n io n -co n sc io u s  c o n s t i tu e n ts  in  B u tte , Thus, th e  G reat N orthern  s t r i k e ,  
th e  C r ip p le  Greek s t r i k e ,  and C o rey 's  I n d u s t r ia l  Army were a l l  charged to  
th e  D em ocratic p o lic y  o f  f r e e  t r a d e  and to  th e  r e p e a l o f  th e  Sherman 
S i lv e r  Act
I t  a p p e a rs , th e n , th a t  M a n tle 's  p rim ary  m otive in  su p p o rtin g  th e  
cause  o f  la b o r  may have been  to  f u r th e r  h is  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t io n s .  H is 
t r u e  f e e l in g s  in  re g a rd  to  la b o r  un ions perhaps were in d ic a te d  by M antle 
and h i s  fo llo w e rs  when he was th e  mayor o f  B u tte . When M antle was a  
c a n d id a te  f o r  th a t  o f f i c e  in  1892, th e  I n te r  M ountain had emphasized th a t  
he  had alw ays been in  fa v o r  o f  un ion  wages i n  B u t t e , A f t e r  h i s
10 I b l d . . A p ril 28 , 1894.
19 l b i d . . A p r i l  17 , 1894; A p ril 2 5 , 1894; June 1 , 1894. An 
econom ist would p ro b ab ly  d is a g re e  w ith  th e  I n t e r  M oun ta in 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
See Howard R, Sm ith , SconoB^o H i s t ^  o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s  (Hew York: The
Roneild P re s s  Company, 1955)» p p . )6(>-)78.
20lnter Mountain. April 10, 1892.
•“61*"
e l e c t io n ,  how ever, th e  q u e s tio n  a ro se  as to  iriaether th e  o i ty  had th e  
a u th o r i ty  to  oosQpel members o f  th e  f ire m en ’s un ion  to  pay t h e i r  d e l in ­
quen t dues* M an tle ’s p o l i t i c a l  su p p o r te rs  v o ted  unanim ously a g a in s t  a  
m easure w hich would have made un ion  membership compulsory f o r  firem en  *^^
In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  I n t e r  Ji&yantain p re se n ted  a  p a rad o x ic a l v iew poin t
on th e  r i ^ t  o f w orkers in  th e  N o rth ern  P a c i f ic  s t r i k e  o f 189$. M a n tle 's
jo u rn a l f i r s t  claim ed t h a t  th e  wages f o r  th e  w orkers were b a re ly  h i ^
enou£^ to  eu p p o rt them o r  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s ;  th a t  by t h e i r  firm ness and
m odérât i<m, th ey  were e n t i t l e d  to  t h e i r  ju s t  due . But th en  i t  con tinued  g
%hat we do n o t u n d ers tan d  about t h i s  o on t ro v e r  sy i s  th a t  any co u rt 
has a  r i g h t  to  is s u e  an in ju n c t io n  r e s t r a in in g  th e  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f 
th e  « ap lc^es ( s i c )  from a d v is in g  them to  q u i t  work i f  thqy  so e le c t  
and p ro v id ed  t h ^  q u i t  w ith o u t v io le n c e  o r th r e a t s  o f  v io len ce*  7/e 
do n o t b e l ie v e  th a t  a  c o u r t has any b e t t e r  r i ^ t  to  oonqiel a  man to  
q u i t  grtien he w ants to  w ork. . , I f  th e  N orthern  P a c i f ic  men were to  
q u i t  and r e f u s e  to  a llow  o th e r  men to  ta k e  t h e i r  p la c e s ,  th en  th e  
c o u r t m ight p ro p e r ly  I n te r f e r e ;  bu t th e  r l ^ t  o f th e  co u rt to  say to  
th e s e  men, "You must a c ce p t a  re d u c tio n  o f  wages and co n tin u e  to  
la b o r ,  r e g a rd le s s  o f  you r f e e l in g s  o r  y ou r i n t e r e s t s ,  and no m a tte r 
i f  th e  re d u c tio n  i s  so  g re a t  th a t  you cannot m a in ta in  y o u rse lv e s”— 
such a  r ig h t  we do n o t b e l ie v e  i t  can e i th e r  l e g a l ly  o r m orally  
a s s e r t
P resum ably , what th e  I n t e r  M ountain meant lay " q u i t” was th e  r i g h t  to  
s t r ik e *  I f  a  s t r i k e r  could  n o t p rev en t th e  company from h i r in g  a  man to  
r e p la c e  him , th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  s t r i k e  would n a tu r a l ly  be l o s t .
M iantle 's e f f o r t s  in  th e  la b o r  q u es tio n  were r e s t r i c t e d  la rg e ly  to
21 lb id * . F eb ruary  5? 1 8 9 ). The re p o r t  went on to  say  th a t  th e  
c i t y  had no r i g h t  to  compel i t s  employees to  jo in  o rg a n iz a tio n s  o f  th a t  
k in d . I t  would mean th a t  th e  c i t y  would have to  obey th e  un ion  day o f 
te n  h o u rs , w hich would n e c e s s i ta te  e x t r a  crew s. I t  ended by d e c la r in g  
t h a t  i t  d id  n o t want to  h in d e r  la b o r  o rg a n iz a t io n s ,  bu t th e  co u n c il had 
to  s ta y  w ith in  th e  law . M antle d i r e c te d  th e  com m ittee to  r e p o r t  t h a t ,  
w h ile  th e  o i t y  t r i e d  to  see  th a t  t h e i r  employees p a id  t h e i r  d e b ts  in ­
c u rre d  f o r  l i v i n g  ex p en ses , i t  d id  n o t c o n s id e r  th e  re q u e s t o f th e  union 
to  be in  th e  same c a te g o ry . The com m ittee d id  recommend, how ever, th a t  
firem en  be g iven  a  h a l f  day o f f  each week.
^ ^ Ib id * . December $1 , 1895*
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B u t te .  H ie a o t i v l t l e e  in  th e  M ineral Land c o n tro v e rsy , h is  second is s u e ,  
g a in ed  him s ta te w id e  r e c o g n i t io n .
The m otives beh ind  M a n tle 's  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  L lineral Land q u e s tio n  
were h i ^ l y  o o n p lex . I t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  M antle became invo lved  in  th e  
M inera l Land o o n tro v eray  as a  r e s u l t  o f  h is  d e s i r e  to  h e lp  th e  m ining in ­
t e r e s t s .  Â S  a  r e s id e n t  o f  B u t te ,  he was concerned w ith  every  a sp ec t o f 
i t s  developm ent and e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  i t s  mining in d u s t ry . A lso from a  pejp- 
so n a l s ta n d p o in t ,  I fe n tle  a s  a  buyer and s e l l e r  o f  m ining claim s would have 
l ik e d  to  p r o te c t  h is  in v e s tm e n ts .^ ^  But in  a d d i t io n .  M antle, always th e  
am b itio u s p o l i t i c i a n ,  undoubted ly  junqied on th e  "band wagon." The r a i l ­
ro a d s , p a r t i c u l a r ly  th e  land  g ra n t ro a d s , had Icmg been su b je c te d  to  
v ig o ro u s  c r i t i c i s m .  With an &ye to  th e  v o tin g  p u b lic ,  th e r e fo r e ,  M antle 
p ro b ab ly  became a s s o c ia te d  w ith  a  movement in te r e s te d  no t only in  p ro­
t e c t i n g  th e  m in e ra l la n d s  W t a ls o  in  condemning th e  5 o r th e m  P a c i f i c .  
% u e . M antle was f i n a l l y  a b le  to  g iv e  v en t to  h ie  lo n g  antagonism  toward 
th e  H o rth em  P a c i f ic  througdi th e  Minereil Land co n tro v e rsy .
The M ineral Land q u e s tio n  o r ig in a te d  over th e  ap p a ren t d is re g a rd  
o f  th e  term s o f  th e  la n d  g ra n ts  g iv en  by Congress to  th e  r a i l r o a d  compa­
n ie s  to  encourage and to  en ab le  them to  b u ild  th e  f i r s t  t r a n s c o n t in e n ta l  
r a i l r o a d s .  T h ro u ^  M ontana, th e  N o rthern  P a c if ic  had been g ran t ml every  
a l t e r n a t e  s e c t io n  o f  lan d  a lo n g  i t s  l i n e  in  a  s t r i p  e ig h ty  m iles  w ide.
I t s  la n d ,  th e r e f o r e ,  ex tended  f o r ty  m iles  on each s id e  o f th e  r ig h t - o f -  
way. I f  i t  f a i l e d  to  se cu re  la n d  w ith in  i t s  g ra n t due to  p r io r  
p o s s e s s io n , th e  ro ad  was g iven  l i e u  la n d s . These indem nity  lan d s  made
2 5 i,0 t t e r  from  H erb e rt P ee t to  th e  a u th o r , Ju ly  5* 1956.
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th e  t o t a l  g ra n t th ro u g h  th e  t e r r i t o r y  one hundred m iles w ide. A ll m in e ra l 
la n d  was e sq ^ eas ly  excluded and ex c ep ted .^ ^
The o r ig in a l  p o liQ r fo llow ed  hy th e  company and th e  government 
had been f o r  th e  l a t t e r  to  make a  w ithdraw al o f  a l l  th e  g ran t lands as 
soon as th e  ro u te  o f  th e  r a i l r o a d  had been d e f in i t e ly  e s ta b lis h e d  • The 
la n d s  were th e n  surveyed  as  r a p id ly  as p o s s ib le  by th e  governm ent, and th e  
r a i l r o a d  cou ld  im m ediately  re c e iv e  p a te n ts  f o r  th e  odd s e c tio n s  w ith in  th e  
p rim ary  l im i t s  * As d e f ic ie n c ie s  in  th e  o r ig in a l  g ra n t were uncovered , th e  
n o r th e rn  P a c i f ic  made l i e u  s e le o t io n s  w ith in  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  a d ja c e n t
25
l i m i t s .  Due to  th e  sh o r ta g e  o f  government s u r v ^ o r s  and th e  enorm ity o f  
th e  ta s k ,  how ever, m o h  o f  th e  g ra n t was n o t su rv ey ed . A lso , r a i l r o a d  
su rv e y o rs , s u b s t i tu t i n g  f o r  th o se  o f  th e  governm ent, f r a u d u le n tly  claim ed 
th a t  c e r t a in  t r a c t s  o f  lend  were non -m inera l in  c h a ra c te r*  T h e re fo re , 
danger th re a te n e d  th e  thousands o f men in  th e  t e r r i t o r y  who h e ld  u n su r-  
v ^ e d  m ining lo c a t io n s  and odd s e c t io n s  which were embraced in  th e  lan d s 
th a t  had a lre a d y  been c e r t i f i e d  to  th e  lan d  o f f ic e  as non-m ineral»  Un­
le s s  acti<m  was ta k en  by Congress o r  th e  ex ecu tiv e  d ep artm en ts , th e se
2 6lan d s  would r e v e r t  to  th e  r a i l r o a d  company.
P u b lic  a g i ta t io n  encouraged by th e  m ining in t e r e s t s  demanded a  
s o lu t io n  to  th e  p roblem . Thomas 6 . M e r r i l l ,  long  in te r e s te d  in  th e  sub­
j e c t ,  su g g e s ted  th a t  th e  m ining  men p e t i t i ( m  th e  g en e ra l lan d  o f f ic e  and 
th e  D epartm ent o f  th e  I n t e r i o r .  He wished to  have a l l  th e  mountainous 
co u n try  d e s ig n a te d  as  m in e ra l la n d s . T his a c t io n  would exempt such lan d s
24rheodore Sohwlnden, "The H o rth em  P a c i f ic  Land G rants in  
C ongress" (TM published M. A. t h e s i s .  D ep t, o f  H is to ry , Montana S ta te  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  1950), p .  ©9* S an d ers , op . c i t . . I ,  p .  55©»
25sohwinden, op. c i t . ,  p . 90 .
^^ n t e r  M ountain* Sfarch 10 , 1889*
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from  In o lu s Io n  In  th e  N o rth ern  P a o lf lo  lan d  g r a n t ,  and would throw  th e
hurden  o f  p ro o f  as  to  th e  a g r lo u l tu r a l  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  lan d s upon th e
27r a i l r o a d  ooB^any. L a te r  th e  B u tte  Board o f  T rad e , composed o f such
prom inent mi n i ng  men a s  Marcus D aly , W* A* C la rk , and M antle , p ro te s te d
th e  o e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  m in era l lan d s  hy th e  ra ilro a d .^ ®
The f i r s t  M in era l Land C onvention , which was h e ld  a t  H elena on
February  7 , 1888> was an outgrow th  o f  t h i s  a g i t a t i o n . D e l e ^ t e s
a tte n d e d  from  B o u ld er, G rea t F a l l s ,  B u tte  and H elena. A fte r  Thomas H.
C a r te r  had c a l le d  th e  m eeting  to  o rd e r ,  he nom inated M antle as chairm an.
The B u tte  R epub lican  was e le c te d  by ac c la m a tio n . I n  h is  opening speech .
M antle d e c la re d  th e  purpose o f  th e  conventions
A p u b lic  c a la m ity  th re a te n s  th e  t e r r i t o r y ,  and t h i s  m eeting i s  
c a l le d  to  d e v ise  means th rough  c o n c e r t o f a c t io n  and u n ity  o f  pu r­
p o se , vdxsroby th e  m in e ra l lan d s  w ith in  th e  N orthern  P a c i f ic  land  
g r a n t ,  lan d s  to  which th e  r a i l r o a d  company has n o t th e  v e s t ig e  o f 
a  r i ^ t ,  m ig^t be p rese rv ed  to  th e  p u b l ic .3 0
Hvidenoe p re se n te d  a t  th e  conven tion  showed th a t  th e  N orthern  P a c i f ic
was h o ld in g  t i t l e  to  and p ro v in g  up on lan d s c o n ta in in g  m in e ra ls .
One o b s e rv e r , commenting on th e  co n v en tio n , claim ed th a t  th e  cho ice  o f
M antle a s  chairm an in d ic a te d  th a t  B u tte  and H elena cou ld  co o p era te  in
th e  d e fen se  o f  M ontana's m in era l r ig ^ its .^ ^
^^G reat P a l l s  T rib u n e . Jan u ary  7@ 1888. 
^® Ib id . . January  3 1 , 1888,
^^ I b l d . . F ebruary  7> 1888,
^^ b i d . . F ebruary  9» 1888.
^^ I n te r  M ountain. March 10 , 1889.
3 2 ^ rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e , F ebruary  10 , 1888. The C i t i z e n 's  M ineral 
Land A s s o c ia tio n , an outgrow th  o f  th e  co n v en tio n , c o l le c te d  a f f id a v i t s  
from  seven hundred m ining men o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y ,  p ro v in g  th e  m inera l ch a r­
a c te r  o f  th e  la n d s  s e le c te d  by th e  N orthern  P a c i f i c .  The a s s o c ia t io n
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M antle‘s i n t e r e s t  in  th e  M ineral Land q u e s tio n  d id  n o t «ad w ith  
h is  s e le c t io n  as p re s id e n t  o f  th e  M ineral Land C onvention.^^ As speaker 
o f  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  h o u se , he ag a in  had an o p p o rtu n ity  to  express h is  
op in ion*  Whmi a  j o i n t  memorial r e l a t i n g  to  th e  N o rth ern  P a c i f ic  and th e  
m in era l la n d s  was in tro d u ce d  and a  weak s u t e t i t u t e  o f fe re d .  M antle p layed  
an im p o rtan t r o le  in  th e  d eb a te  which e n s u e d . A f t e r  le a v in g  th e  c h a ir  
to  ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  d is c u s s io n .  M antle ea^phasised th a t  he f e l t  no i l l  
w i l l  tow ard th e  H orthœ m  P su sific , h u t th a t  th e  e<*Qtroversy a ro se  from th e  
aa* i#% ity  o f  th e  g ra n t i t s e l f .  In  exc lu d in g  m in era l la n d s , Congress 
had neg^.acted to  d e f in e  what i t  meant hy th a t  ]^3r a s e .  He s ta te d  th a t  th e  
c o u r ts  and th e  r a i l r o a d  semned to  f e e l  th a t  th e  on ly  m inera l lan d s were 
th o s#  which had been o f f i c i a l l y  su rv ey ed , accep ted  as such hy th e  govern­
m ent, o r  th o se  which co n ta in ed  mines which were b e in g  p r o f i t a b ly  worked* 
He concluded th a t  he was i n  fsctor  o f  Congress* ex c lu d in g  th e  mountainous 
la n d s  o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y  from  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  g r a n t ,  and o f  relB t- 
b u rs in g  th e  r a i l r o a d  cmnpany e i t h e r  by pay ing  them so much p e r a c re  o r 
by s u b s t i t u t i n g  o th e r  lan d s
For th e  rem ain d er o f  1669, M antle co n tin u ed  to  keep th e  M ineral
p rep a red  a  map to  show, under s ta te m e n ts  o f q u a l i f i e d  su rv ey o rs , th e  
m in e ra l-b e a r in g  sp u rs  and th e  v a l le y  p la c e r  lan d s o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y .  By 
p la c in g  on t h i s  map th e  la n d s  c e r t i f i e d  to  th e  N orthern  P a c i f ic ,  i t  was 
p o s s ib le  to  d e te rm in e  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  m in era l lan d s  f ra u d u le n tly  h e ld  
%y th e  r a i l r o a d *  In  a d d itio n #  2 ,500  memorial pam phlets were p u b lish e d , 
and 2 ,0 0 0  o f  th e s e  were d i s t r i b u t e d .  The A sso c ia tio n  a ls o  p r i n t r i  
10 ,000  b lan k  a f f i d a v i t s  and p e t i t i o n s  to  C ongress, p ray in g  f o r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  r e l i e f .
^^M antle*8 b io g ra p h ic a l  sk e tch e s  always s ta te d  th a t  he was 
s e le c te d  as th e  perm anent p re s id e n t  o f  th e  M ineral Land C onvention . The 
new spaper d isp a tc h e s  on ly  m entioned th a t  he was e le c te d  chairm an.
^^The s u b s t i t u t e  d e c la re d  th a t  i t  was n o t n ec essa ry  to  
m em o ria lise  Congress s in c e  i t  was n o t in  s e s s io n .
)%nter Mountain, March 10, 1889*
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Land, q u e s tio n  b e fo re  th e  p u b lic  e y e . As th e  p re s id e n t  o f  th e  B u tte  
Board o f  T rad e , he azmcninced t h a t ,  in  s p i t e  o f  i t s  prom ise, th e  r a i l r o a d  
was a g a in  t r y in g  to  p a te n t  su sp ec ted  m inera l lands in  Deer Lodge county 
On b e h a lf  o f  th e  B u tte  g roup . M antle s e n t  a  te leg ram  to  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f 
th e  I n t e r i o r  a sk in g  t h a t  th e  p a te n ts  be den ied  u n t i l  th e  m inera l c h a ra c te r  
o f  a  la rg e  p o r t io n  o f  th e s e  lan d s  cou ld  be dete im lned  Board a ls o
urged  M antle to  c a l l  a n o th e r  m eeting o f  th e  M ineral Land C onvention to  
d is c u s s  th e  a d v i s a b i l i ty  o f  esgploying an a t to rn e y  in  W ashington.5® A fte r  
f i r s t  d e c la r in g  th a t  C a r te r ,  Montana’s d e le g a te  to  C ongress, could  de­
fend Mcmtana’s I n t e r e s t s  in  W ashington and th a t  a n o th e r  convention  was
n o t n e c e s s a ry , M antle f i n a l l y  c a l le d  a  second M ineral Land Convention
39to  convene in  H elena on November 29* At t h i s  co n v en tio n , he d ec lin ed  
a  r e e le o t io n  as p r e s id e n t ,  and D r. A. H. M itch e ll o f Deer Lodge was 
e le c te d  in  h is  p la c e .  M antle , in  h is  f i n a l  a d d re s s , r e i t e r a t e d  th a t  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n s id e ra tio n s  were n o t a  f a c to r  in  th e  m in era l land  i s s u e .
)^M antle had bem& one o f  th e  o rg a n ise rs  o f th e  B u tte  Board o f 
T rade in  1887* See th e  G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . June 7# 1887* He was th e  
p re s id e n t  and a  member o f  th e  board  o f  d i r e c to r s  in  1688-1889* The 
B u tte  Board o f  Trade had n in e ty - s ix  members, who com prised th e  p r in c ip a l  
m erchants and businessm en o f  th e  c i t y .  The H oliday E d itio n  o f  th e  
B u tte  D a ily  M iner. 1888-89*
^ ‘̂ T nter M ountain. O ctober 20 , 1889* Cto O ctober 21 , M antle r e ­
ce iv ed  a  te leg ram  from S eo re tazy  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  John W. Noble: "Your
telegzw B  h as  be«a re c e iv e d  in  re g a rd  to  th e  p a te n ts  o f  th e  N orthern  
P a c i f i c  R a ilro a d . These p a te n ts  w i l l  n o t be is su e d  im m ediately , and you 
w i l l  have o p p o r tu n ity , i f  you a re  j^om pt, to  be h e a rd ."  I n te r  M'̂ u n ta in . 
O ctober 2 7 , 1889*
) ® Ibid* . O ctober 20 , 1889*
) 9 ib id . , November 24 , 1889* See a lso  ib i d . . October 27, 1889*
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He a ls o  p o in te d  o u t th e  xnagnltude o f  th e  N orthern  P a c i f ic  p l o t ,  and 
oharg€@d t h a t  th e  r a i l r o a d  was d ish o n e s t
A l th o u ^  th e  I n t e r  M ountain con tinued  to  e d i t o r i a l i z e  on th e  
M inera l Land q u e s tio n  and th e  N orthern  P a c i f i c , M a n tle 's  a c t iv e  r o le  in  
th e  co n tro v e rsy  ceased  when he re s ig n e d  as th e  p re s id e n t o f th e  conven­
t i o n .  Perhaps M a n tle 's  d e fe a t  f o r  a  s e n a to r ia l  s e a t  in  Jan u ary , 1 8 9 0 , 
convinced him th a t  t h i s  is s u e  was n o t p o p u la r e n o u ^  to  win him p o l i t i ­
c a l  s u p p o r te r s .  A lso , he may have r e a l iz e d  th a t  h i s  c a re e r  would be 
damaged f a r  more by th e  h o s t i l i t y  o f  th e  N orthern  P a c i f ic  th an  i t  cou ld  
be fu r th e re d  Igr th e  v o te r s  whom he would a t t r a c t . A f in a l  c o n s id e r a t iw  
mey r e f l e c t  one phase o f  M a n tle 's  c h a r a c te r .  He may have been th e  
ty p ic a l  o rg a n iz e r  ifho lo s e s  i n t e r e s t  in  h is  c r e a t io n  as soon as i t  
fu n c tio n s  s u c c e s s fu l ly .
I t  i s  mere co in c id en ce  b u t a  f i t t i n g  clim ax t h a t ,  zhen he f i n a l l y  
reached  th e  S en ate  in  1895» a m in e ra l land  b i l l  f o r  th e  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
o f  la n d s  was b e fo re  th e  S e n a te . M antle was a b le  to  c a s t  h is  v o te  f o r  
i t . ^ ^
^AMantle v o ted  a g a in s t  th e  r e s o lu t io n  proposed by W. P . S an d ers . 
T his p la n  c a n c e lle d  th e  la n d s  w ith in  th e  N orthern  P a c i f ic  land  g ra n t 
which were m in e ra l in  c h a r a c te r .  ORiis would be done e i th e r  by t h e i r  
pu rchase  by th e  government o r  by t h e i r  exchange f o r  o th e r  la n d s .  San­
d e r s ,  who had j u s t  re s ig n e d  as an a t t o r n ^  f o r  th e  ro a d , undoubtedly  
w ished to  se e  th e  coa^mny r e c e iv e  e i t h e r  lan d  o r  money in  exchange f o r  
th e  m in e ra l la n d s  w ith in  th e  g r a n t .  No ex p la n a tio n  fo r  M a n tle 's  a c tio n  
can be g iv en  s in c e  t h i s  was p r a c t i c a l ly  th e  same p lan  he had recom­
mended in  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  th e  p rev io u s  March. The conven tion  a u th o riz ed  
th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a  c o rp o ra t io n , th e  M ineral Land A s so c ia tio n , c a p i ta l iz e d  
a t  $5 0 , 0 0 0 . © lie  o rg a n iz a tio n  was to  co n tin u e  to  f i ^ t  a g a in s t  th e  
N o rth ern  P a c i f i c ,  end to  employ co u n se l, i f  n e c e ssa ry . M antle was n o t 
one o f  th e  in c o rp o ra to r s .
41Ç(mg. R ecord . 53 C ong., 5 S e s s . ,  p . 2534- See G reat F a lla  
T rib u n e , F ebruary  12, 1895. 'Shea P re s id e n t C leveland  signed  th e  b i l l ,  
th e  Tyit.ar M ountain announced th a t  th e  m inera l land  f i ^ t  was s e t t l e d  
s a t i s f s k c to r i l y .  F ebruary  27 , 1895.
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A c tu a lly , I t  ia  im possib le  to  se p a ra te  M a n tle 's  r o le  in  th e  
M inera l Land q u e s tio n  from h ie  d i s l i k e  o f  th e  N orthern  P a c i f i c • His 
an tagonism  tow ard th e  r a i l r o a d  may have o r ig in a te d  w ith  i t s  i n t e r f e r ­
ence in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  in  th e  s t a t e .  % e  I n t e r  M ountain claim ed 
th a t  M antle had exposed th e  Company as a  p o l i t i c a l  o rg a n is a tio n  in  1882 
and 1 8 8 6 .^  The r a i l r o a d  had c lo s e  r e l a t io n s  w ith  th e  H elena R epubli­
c a n s , and appears to  have su p p o rted  th a t  group w ith  l i b e r a l  o o n tr ib u -  
t io n a .  % ie  "boodle" was undoubted ly  used to  h in d e r  î f a n t le 's  p o l i t i c a l  
a m b itio n s . The N o rth ern  P a c i f ic  was a ls o  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  th e  D em ocratic 
p a r ty .  The I n t e r  Mountai^n chsurged th a t  th e  r a i l r o a d  company was n o th in g  
b u t a  huge p o l i t i c a l  m achine, read y  to  c o n tra c t  to  th e  h ig h e s t b id d e r 
th e  v o te s  o f  such o f i t s  en^ loyees as i t  cou ld  c o e r c e . T h e  support 
g iv en  ty  th e  N o rth ern  P a c i f ic  to  b o th  Democrats and th e  Helena 
R epublicans m d o u b te d ly  angered  M antle and th e  B u tte  R ep u b lican s.
In  a d d i t io n .  M antle may have r e f le c te d  th e  an im osity  o f h is  
commmity tow ard th e  N o rth e rn  P a c i f ic  f o r  b u ild in g  i t s  main l in e  
th rough  H elena in s te a d  o f  B u t te .  The I n t e r  M ountain in  1896 d ec la red  
th a t  " th e re  was a  tim e when th e  peop le  o f  B u tte  had a  g riev an ce  a g a in s t  
th e  N o rth e rn  P a c i f i c .  % a t  was under th e  o ld  management which re fu se d  
to  b u i ld  a  l i n e  to  B u t te ." ^ ^  The e d i t o r i a l  b a rrag e  o f  M an tle 's  jo u rn a l
M ountain. January  1 2 , 1890.
4) l b i d . . O ctober 6 , 1889. The I n t e r  M ountain charged t h a t ,  in  th e  
e le c t io n  o f  1889, T . P . Oakes in  S t .  P au l had o rdered  S . T . Hauser* to  
have th e  r a i l r o a d  employees v o te  D em ocratic because he was angry a t  Tom 
C a r te r .  Oakes su sp e c te d  C a r te r  o f w r i t in g  th e  r e s o lu t io n s  adopted a t  
th e  M inera l Land C onvention th e  y e a r  b e fo re . The p reced in g  y e a r ,  in  th e  
e le o t i tm  o f  1888, th e  N o rth ern  P a c i f ic  had vo ted  R ep u b lican . See 
C h ap te r 4«
^^ n t e r  M ountain . Septem ber 27» 1896.
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agaxzist th e  Company ieaeen ed  somewhat a f t e r  th e  l i n e  was b u i l t  from 
Logan t h r o u ^  B u tte  in  1869-1890.^^
M a n tle 's  a n t ip a th y  tow ard th e  N orthern  P a c i f ic  m i ^ t  have 
r e s u l t e d  from  a  p r o f i t a b le  b u s in e ss  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  a  r i v a l  r a i l r o a d  
company • In  1891, a  c r i t i c  charged  th a t  th e  I n t e r  Mountain was th e  organ 
o f  th e  <Jreat H o rth am  r a i l r o a d »  The I n t e r  M ountain vehem ently denied  
th e  charge th a t  th e  p r in c ip a l  owners o f  th e  paper had done a  la rg e  and 
p r o f i t a b le  b u s in e ss  f o r  th a t  c o rp o ra tio n  th rough  t h e i r  r e a l  e s t a t e  
agency . I t  a l le g e d  th a t  th e  s ta tem en t was an a b so lu te  fa lsehood  " in ­
v en ted  and p u b lish ed  s o le ly  in  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  land  s t e a l in g  and 
sm e lte r  c lo s in g  N o rth ern  P a c i f ic  monopoly.
A f te r  d e c la r in g  th a t  th e  I n t e r  M ountain was th e  organ o f no 
r a i l r o a d , th e  jo u rn a l f u r th e r  s t a te d  th a t  th e  p r in c ip a l  owners o f th e  
paper had no r e a l  e s ta te  agency . % re e  y e a rs  b e fo re , C h arles S . Warren 
had been in d iv id u a l ly  app o in ted  to  purchase th e  r ig h t-o f-w a y  f o r  th e  
Montana C e n tra l in to  B u t te .  He had rece iv ed  a s a la r y  f o r  do ing  th e  work, 
end n o th in g  more. I t  d en ied  th a t  he was a  p r in c ip a l  owner o f th e  I n t e r  
M ountain, and in s i s t e d  th a t  he had n o th in g  to  do w ith  i t s  p o lic y  o r
49%% a  l e t t e r  from  H erb e rt P ee t to  th e  a u th o r , J u ly  5 , 1956,
Mr. P ee t s u b s ta n t ia te s  t h i s  th e o ry . He a ls o  claim ed th a t  M antle p robab ly  
f e l t  th e  N o rth e rn  P a c i f ic  had f o r f e i t e d  any c la im s to  lo y a l ty  when i t  
re fu se d  to  b u ild  th rough  B u t te .  In  a d d i t io n . M antle, as a p ro teg e  
o f  B . P . W hite o f  B i l lo n ,  may have been more f r ie n d ly  to  th e  Utah and 
N o rth e rn , l a t e r  th e  Union P a c i f i c .  Not only d id  th e  Utah and N orthern  
do more f o r  B u tte  due to  i t s  e a r ly  a r r i v a l  in  th a t  c i t y ,  bu t by b u ild in g  
in to  th e  t e r r i t o r y ,  t h a t  r a i l r o a d  had made i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  B. P . White 
to  develop  B i l lo n .
ifo u n ta in . J u ly  5 , 1891. The I n te r  M ountain claim ed th a t  
th e  G rea t N o rth ern  was n o t opposed to  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f th e  s t a t e ;  i t  
had p a id  f o r  i t s  r i ^ t - o f - w a y .  T hat r a i l r o a d  was b u ild in g  through^ to
and to  th e  c o a s t and had low ered f r e ig h t  r a t e s  tw e n ty -f iv e  p er 
c e n t .  A lso , th e  G rea t N o rth ern  would be a  means o f  s t a r t i n g  up th e  
Anaconda p la n t ,  which N o rth ern  P a c i f ic  r a p a c i ty  and meanness c lo sed
-7 0 -
i t e  o p in io n s  A p r o f i t a b le  b u s in e ss  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  G reat 
N o rth e rn , m oreover, i s  n o t s u f f i c i e n t  reaso n  f o r  ex p la in in g  M an tle 's  
d i s l i k e  f o r  th e  N orthern  P a c i f i c » ^  An ex p lan a tio n  f o r  M an tle 's  long  
f i ^ t  w ith  th e  N o rth e rn  P a e i f ie  was o le a r ly  and b r i e f l y  s ta te d  in  an 
e d i t o r i a l  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain in  18961
There was a  tim e when th e  people o f B u tte  had a  g rievance  
a g a in s t  th e  N o rth ern  P a n i f i e . That was under th e  o ld  management 
which re fu s e d  to  b u ild  a  l i n e  to  B u tte , which was re a c h in g  out 
f o r  th e  m in era l la n d s  and which sought in  p o l i t i c a l  campaigns to  
c o n t ro l  th e  v o te s  o f  i t s  employes ( s ic ) *  G reat changes have 
tak en  p lao e  s in c e  th e n *49
M antle , in  common w ith  o th e r  p o l i t i o i a n s ,  was a  proponent o f  
is su e s*  As a  B u tte  p o l i t i c i a n ,  he found i t  n ecessa ry  to  become a  sup­
p o r te r  o f  lab o r*  Not on ly  in  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  bu t a ls o  on th e  lo c a l  
scene  in  B u tte , he p re sse d  th e  cau ses  o f th e  w orking man. Thus, in  
H elena he su p p o rted  a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  law and a  mine in s p e c to r  b i l l ,  end 
l a t e r  in  B u tte  spoke o u t in  fa v o r  o f  r e s t r i c t e d  im m igra tion . He a ls o  
jo in e d  w ith  th e  la b o r  un ions in  t h e i r  s ta n d  a g a in s t  th e  C hinese . 
N e v e r th e le s s , he rem ained th e  c o n se rv a tiv e  businessm an w ith  a  ty p ic a l  
f e a r  o f s t r i k e s  and th e  v io le n c e  th a t  o f te n  accompanied them.
M a n tle 's  h o s t i l i t y  tow ard th e  N orthern  P a c i f ic  invo lved  him 
in  th e  Minezral Land q u e s t io n . He was one o f  th e  o rg a n iz e rs  o f  th e  
f i r s t  M inera l Land C onvention o f  1888, and he was e le c te d  p re s id e n t o f 
th a t  g ro u p . For th e  n e x t two y e a rs  he spoke cm th e  s u b je c t ,  and 
b ro u g h t i t  b e fo re  th e  p u b lic  on s e v e ra l  o cc a s io n s . A p o l i t i c a l
47 i b i d . . J u ly  5» 1891.
^® L etter to  th e  a u th o r  from H erb ert P e e t, Ju ly  5» 1956.
Mr. P e e t s a id  t h a t  he d id  n o t th in k  M antle was ever t i e d  up in  any way 
w ith  Jim  H i l l .
49Tmter Mountain. September 27» 1896.
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m o tlv a tio n  undoubtedly  prompted M antle to  su p p o rt t h i s  i s s u e .  O ther con— 
s id e ra tlc m sy  how ever, appear to  have en te red  in to  h is  r o le  as an a g i t a t o r . 
As a  m ining man, he was v i t a l l y  concerned w ith  any m a tte r  a f f e c t in g  th e  
raining In d u s try ,  and t h i s  may accoun t f o r  h i s  a c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  
th e  c o n tro v e rs y . A gain , as a  Butt® p o l i t i c i a n ,  he may have been m erely 
r e f l e c t i n g  th e  anger o f  h i s  c o n s t i tu e n ts  a t  th e  N o rthern  P a c i f i c 's  by­
p a s s in g  o f  B u tte  when i t  c o n s tru c te d  i t s  l i n e  t h r o u ^  H elena, F in a l ly ,  
th e  H o rth em  P a c i f i c ,  as a  p o l i t i c a l  machine in  Montana, may have 
h in d e red  M a n tle 's  p o l i t i c a l  am b itio n s on s e v e ra l  o cc a s io n s , and th u s  
in c u rre d  h is  enm ity . T h e re fo re , M antle , a  proponent o f  m easures fav o r­
a b le  to  th e  la b o r in g  man, and a  c ru sa d e r  a g a in s t th e  N orthern  P a c i f ic  
in  th e  M ineral Land q u e s tio n , u t i l i z e d  th e se  c o n tro v e rs ia l  is s u e s  to  
win p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r te r s .
cEÀPrm IV 
LÏÏE AND VMSiW
l u  p o l i t i c s  i t  I s  a  common p r a c t ic e  f o r  a  man seek in g  p u b lic  
o f f i c e  to  have a  p a tro n . T h is sponso r may be a  pow erful in d iv id u a l ,  
a  c o rp o ra t io n , an o rg an ise d  group such as  a  la b o r  un ion  o r a  farm  asso ­
c i a t i o n ,  o r  a  ch u rch . A p o l i t i c i a n  may r e s o r t  to  such sou rces o f a id  f o r  
a  v a r i e ty  o f  r e a s o n s . He may la c k  th e  f in a n c e s  n ec e ssa ry  to  campaign.
H is p a tro n  may h o ld  th e  dominant power in  an a r e a ,  and thus th e  o f f ic e -  
se e k e r  i s  oomqpelled hy n e c e s s i ty  to  co o p e ra te  w ith  him in  o rd e r to  f u l ­
f i l l  h i s  own a m b itio n s . An absence o f s u f f i c i e n t  in f lu e n c e  o r  p r e s t ig e  
o f  h i s  own may fo rc e  a  p o l i t i c i a n  to  r e ly  on a  sponsor 1 ^ 0  can supp ly  
what he la c k s .  The reaso n s  a re  e n d le s s , d i f f e r in g  in  each in d iv id u a l 
c a s e .  On th e  o th e r  hand , a c tu a l  o r  in ta n g ib le  b e n e f i ts  may acc ru e  to  
th e  p a tro n  as  w e l l .
A lthough many o f  t h e i r  ooatem porarles b e liev e d  th a t  th e  r e ­
la t io n s h ip  between Marcus D aly ,^  a  w ealthy  D em ocratic le a d e r ,  and Lee 
h h n t le  was th a t  o f  p a tro n  and c l i e n t ,  t h i s  c o n te n tio n  i s  problem­
a t i c a l .  The a v a i la b le  ev idence in d ic a te s ,  however, t h a t  th e  two men 
undoub ted ly  co o p era ted  f o r  t h e i r  m utual b e n e f i t .  In  s e v e ra l  in s ta n c e s  
Daly a p p a re n tly  p ro v id ed  M antle w ith  d e c is iv e  a id .  I t  i s  a ls o  p o s s ib le  
th a t  t h e i r  r e la t io n s h ip  may have been v e ry  im portan t in  D em ocratic
^For a d d i t io n a l  in fo rm a tio n  on D aly , see  Kenneth Ross T oole, 
"Marcus D aly -  A S tudy o f  B usiness in  P o lit ic s '*  (U npublished M. A. 
t h e s i s ,  D ep t, o f  H is to ry , Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , 1948). A lso 
u s e fu l  i s  th e  s tu d y  on D aly ’s  p o l i t i c a l  r i v a l ,  W. A. C la rk . F o r r e s t  
LeRoy P o o r, "The S e n a to r ia l  A s p ira tio n s  o f W illiam  A, C la rk , 1898- 
I 9OI" (U npublished  Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n .  D ep t, o f  H is to ry , U n iv e rs ity  
o f  C a l i f o r n ia  a t  B e rk e le y , 1941).
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c i r o l e s ,  SaXy may have been a b le  to  p ique  W illiam  A, C la rk  In  t h e i r  h i s ­
t o r i c  feud  by su p p o rtin g  M antle , and <mi a t  l e a s t  one occasion  may have \» ed  
M antle as a  means to  recoup h is  p o l i t lo a l  power. Thus M antle a c tu a l ly  may 
have been on ly  a  pawn in  th e  C la jic-S a ly  b a t t l e  f o r  c o n tro l  o f Montana.
I t  has been a l le g e d  th a t  M a n tle 's  I n t e r  was pro-D aly
a f t e r  1888. T h is c h a r a c te r iz a t io n ,  e s p e c ia l ly  a f t e r  th e  C lark-D aly  b a t­
t l e  began , may have r e s u l t e d  from  th e  n a tu r a l  r i v a l r y  between th e  economic 
and p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  M antle and C lark  in  B u t te .  In  an e ra  when news­
paper co m p e titio n  was b o th  e a rn e s t  and In te n s e , C la r k 's  jo u rn a l ,  th e  B u tte  
' 1'
M iner, was th e  morning r i v a l  o f  M a n tle 's  a f te rn o o n  I n t e r  M ountain. M antle 
was endeavoring  to  b u ild  a  new spaper which would be f in a n c ia l ly  s o lv e n t ,  
and he found i t  d i f f i c u l t  from  a  b u s in e ss  s ta n d p o in t to  oppose an o rg an i­
z a t io n  whose o p e ra t in g  lo s s e s  would be made up by a  m i l l io n a i r e .  There­
f o r e ,  th e  I n t e r  M ountain and th e  M iner iratged a  c o n tin u a l e d i t o r i a l  b a t t l e  
a g a in s t  each o th e r ,  f o r  th e  sim ple rea so n  o f  a t t r a c t i n g  su b sc r ib e rs  .2  i n  
a d d i t io n ,  th e  two men were p o l i t i c a l  r i % l 6 in  B u tte . As le a d e rs  o f t h e i r  
r e s p e c t iv e  p a r t i e s ,  th ey  were engaged in  a  p e rp e tu a l s tru g g le  f o r  th e  
c o n tro l  o f  th e  c i t y  and coun ty  o f f i c e s .
M a n tle 's  p o l i t i c a l  a l l i a n c e  w ith  C la z h 's  eiq>loyee8 added to  th e  
f r i c t i o n  between th e  two men. M antle and Daly d id  n o t seek  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
su p p o rt from  th e  same s o u rc e s , as lW .y employed la rg e  numbers o f  I r i s h  
D oaoorats who were lo y a l  to  him aliK>st to  a  maxi, C la rk , however, employed 
Com ishm en, who were la rg e ly  R ep u b lican s .^  Because th e  English-A m erioans 
were th e  backbone o f  th e  B u tte  R epublioan  p a r ty .  M antle had to  ap p eal to
B lo t t e r  from H erb e rt F e e t to  th e  a u th o r , Ju ly  5» 1956. The G reat 
F a i l s  T ribune a ls o  commented th a t  th e  two newspapers were th en  engaging in  
a  b a t t l e .  A p r i l  27» 1888*
3F o o t, op , o i t » , p .  52
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C lax k *8 w orkers f o r  a id  in  f u r th e r in g  h is  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t i o n s The im­
p o rta n c e  o f  th e s e  E n g lish —Aauerioans to  M antle can be seen  by th e  frequency  
w ith  which th e y  were m entioned in  th e  e d i t o r i a l  columns o f th e  I n t e r  
M ountain»^ C la rk  m is t have f e l t  th a t  he was b e in g  d ep riv ed  o f  an impor­
ta n t  e lm aent o f  h i s  su p p o rt when h is  men v o ted  f o r  M antle and h is  Repub­
l i c a n  p a r ty ,  s in c e  t h i s  was an e ra  when e ^ l o y e r s  f re q u « a tly  c o n tro lle d  
th e  v o te s  o f  t h e i r  ei^l(%ree8 .
T hus, th e  co m p e titio n  between C la rk  and M antle may have had 
im p o rtan t consequences» M antle , a s  th e  opponent w ith  th e  l e s s e r  r e s o u rc e s , 
may have a o u ^ t  a s s is ta n c e  in  o rd e r  to  r e d re s s  th e  b a la n c e . I t  i s  p robab le  
th a t  a  m ajor so u rce  o f  t h i s  a id  was Marcus D aly .
When D a ly 's  acq u a in tan ce  w ith  M antle o r ig in a te d  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  
d e te rm in e . I t  may have begun w h ^  M antle was s t i l l  th e  owner o f  th e  
P le a sa n t V a lle y  s ta g e  s t a t i o n .  The gm oial young Englishm an met a l l  th e  
p a ssen g e rs  t r a v e l in g  between U tah and Montana, as he l iv e d  on th e  on ly  
ro u te  betw een th e  two t e r r i t o r i e s .  Daly undoubted ly  stopped  a t  th e  s ta g e  
s t a t i o n  in  1876 when he v i s i t e d  B u t te .  Or th e  r e la t io n s h ip  may have 
s t a r t e d  a t  a  c a su a l m eeting  in  B u tte  between th e  su c c e s s fu l i n d u s t r i a l i s t  
and th e  am b itio u s young newspaperman and r e a l  e s t a t e  in v e s to r .  Both th e  
new spaper and p ro p e r ty  v a lu e s  were dependent on th e  co n tin u ed  success o f  
th e  i n d u s t r i a l i s t .  R eg ard less  o f  whwa th e  two men f i r s t  became acq u a in ted , 
how ever. M antle and Daly c e r t a in ly  were good p e rso n a l f r ie n d s .^
4% nter M ountain, March 5> 189)»
^January  19 , 1890; March 5 , 1895; O otober 21 , 1894; May 5 , 1695. 
Thomas Couch a ls o  employed t h i s  g roup , which made them doubly im portan t 
to  M an tle .
^ L e t te r  from H erb e rt P ee t to  th e  a u th o r , Ju ly  5» 1956. Mr. P eet 
d e c la re d  t h a t  up to  1889, D a ly 's  in f lu e n c e  on M antle had been in d i r e c t— 
th e  k in d  th a t  a  s u c c e s s fu l  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  j u s t  n a tu r a l ly  e x e r ts  on b u s in e ss
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When M antle and Daly began to  co o p e ra te  in  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  i s  
a l s o  n o t known. Th.e fo u n d a tio n s  o f t h e i r  union may have o r ig in a te d  in  th e  
e l e c t io n  o f  1888, a lth o u g h  in  t h i s  in s ta n c e  th e  evidence i s  c i r c u m s ta n t ia l .  
Xn th e  f a l l  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  Clazic decided  to  ru n  f o r  t e r r i t o r i a l  d e le g a te  
to  C o n g ress , He won th e  nom ination  and , in  view o f th e  long  reco rd  o f  
D em ocratic p reponderance , he co n s id e red  t h i s  tan tam ount to  e le c t io n .  But 
when a l l  th e  r e tu rn s  were i n ,  he had been d e fea ted  by a  m a jo rity  o f 5 , 2 1 6 , 
which in  Montana was b o th  la rg e  end u n u su a l, B u tte , Anaconda, and th e  
lum ber c o u n tie s  in  th e  w est had gone h e a v ily  R epublican , which in d ic a te d  
t h a t  Daly as w e ll as  th e  Bor th e m  P a c i f ic  R a ilro ad  and a  major lumber 
company in  M issou la co u n ty , th e  Ifontana Improvement Company, had been in ­
v o lv e d , C la rk  p e rce iv ed  a t  once th a t  Daly had thrown h is  support to  
C a r te r ,  th e  R epublioan  nom inee.^
A lthough C lark  was s u rp r is e d  th e  e le c t io n  r e s u l t s ,  th e  Repub­
l ic a n s  a p p a re n tly  were n o t .  M antle h im se lf  may have p layed  a  r o le  in  th e  
p ro ceed in g s which le d  to  C la r k 's  d e f e a t ,  The R epublican t e r r i t o r i a l  con­
v e n tio n  had assem bled in  H elens in  Septem ber, w ith  M antle on th e  scene as 
a  d e le g a te .  When th e  tim e a r r iv e d  to  nom inate th e  c a n d id a te  f o r  d e le g a te  
to  C ongress, M antle f i n a l l y  y ie ld e d  to  C a r te r ,  who nom inated T , C . Power. 
Power th e n  d e c lin e d  to  be a  c a n d id a te . I n  th e  evening  se s s io n  M antle gained  
th e  f l o o r ,  and nom inated C a r te r  as d e le g a te .  C a r te r  was s e le c te d  as th e  
p a r t y 's  stendeurd b ea re r.®  The mere f a c t  th a t  M antle nominated C a r te r  looms
le a d e r s  in  a  community somewhat dependent on th e  con tinued  success o f  th e  
i n d u s t r i a l i s t . M antle a ls o  may have become acq u a in ted  w ith  Daly th rough  
h is  A le n d s h ip  w ith  H. L . F ran k . Frank was a  prom inent D em ocratic p a r ty  
w orker in  B u t te ,  and a  good f r ie n d  o f  D aly ,
7Toole, on. c i t . # pp. 56-58 .
®Great P a l ls  T rib u n e . Septem ber 17, 18 , 1888, At th e  M ineral Land 
C onven tion  th e  p rev io u s  F eb ru ary , C a r te r  had nom inated M antle as chairm an 
o f  th a t  c o n v e n tio n .
—76*“
I n  s lg n ljf lo a a c e  in  th e  l i ^ t  o f  th e  testim ony  o f  Judge Lew L. Callaw ay o f 
H elena!
My f a th e r  was a  d e le g a te  to  th e  R epublican conven tion  in  1888 
which nom inated Mr* C a r te r ,  and he to ld  me th a t  th e  R epublicans 
were a s su re d  by Mr* Daly t h a t  i f  Tom C a r te r  were nom inated, Mr. Daly 
would do h is  u tm ost to  e l e c t  h im .^
The news o f  D a ly 's  prom ise perhaps reached  th e  co n v e n tim  through  th e  
B u tte  d e le g a t io n ,  as th a t  group was cheered  when th e  conven tion  ad­
jo u rn ed  I t  i s  a ls o  h ig h ly  p o ss ib le  th a t  M antle h im se lf  o a r r ie d  th e  
t id in g s  to  th e  R epub lican  le a d e rs  in  Helena*^^
^Quoted in  T o o le , op* o i t * .  p* 6 ) .  Toole fo o tn o ted  th e  sou rce
as  th e  P eet papers*
10G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e* Septem ber 18 , 1888.
^^Maxitle had been m entioned in  August as a  p o s s ib le  c a n d id a te  f o r  
d e le g a te  * G reat F a l l s  Tribune* August 27 , 1888. The T ribune c a r r ie d  two 
in t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e s .  One rep o rted *  "The I n t e r  Mountain says th a t  th e  
N orthw est T r ib u te  o f  S te v e n a v il le  says th e re  a re  s e v e ra l  s tro n g e r  men in  
th e  dem ocratic  p a r ty  o f  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  th a n  Mr. Clajric. The b i t t e r  ro o t 
may prove a  b i t t e r  p i l l  f o r  th e  B u tte  b an k e r. Thomas Power hankered a f t e r  
th e  p o s t  o f  d e le g a te  b u t begged to  be excused . Lee M antle, who would n o t 
be a v e rse  to  c o n g re s s io n a l h o n o rs , l ik e w ise  showed g e n e ro s ity  ak in  to  th a t  
o f  A rtem is Ward, when he rem ained a t  home h im se lf  and allow ed h is  w if e 's  
r e l a t i o n s  to  go to  w ar. C o lonel Sanders was n o t urged to  inin, no r d id  he 
p re s s  h ie  c la im s . Mr. C a r te r  was n o t th e  f i r s t ,  second , o r  th i r d  cho ice  
o f  th e  in n e r  c i r c l e ,  o f  th e  R epublioan p a r ty  • * . '* Septem ber 20, 1886* 
The second s ta te d *  "The Anaconda Review, a  re p u b lic a n  p ap e r, i s  opposing 
in  i t s  columns th e  e l e c t io n  o f  W. A. C la rk , and some re p u b lic a n s  in tim a te  
th a t  i t s  a t t i t u d e  i s  in s p ire d  by Mr. Marcus D aly ." Septem ber 22, 1888.
I t  would appear t h a t  D a ly 's  d e fe c t io n  to  th e  R epublicans occurred  e a r ly ,  
and was n o t th e  s e c r e t  o r s u r p r i s e  th a t  some have c la im ed .
The e le c t io n  o f  1888 mey p ro v id e  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  ex p lan a tio n  fo r  
th e  d i s l i k e  and o p p o s itio n  m an ifested  by A. B. Hammond o f M issoula fo r  
M antle and th e  B u tte  R epub lican  p a r ty .  The Montana Improvement Cosqpany— 
owned by Hammond, S . L . B onner, and R. A. Bddy<—had b o lte d  th e  Dem ocratic 
p a r ty  w ith  D aly . They d ec ided  to  rem ain R ep u b lican s, even in  th e  fa c e  o f  
D a ly 's  o p p o s it io n . Ikily c a n c e lle d  t h e i r  c o n tra c ts  w ith  th e  Anaconda 
Company. M a n tle 's  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  D aly may account f o r  t h e i r  a n tip a th y  
tow ard M antle . In  a d d i t io n .  M a n tle 's  s ta n d  a g a in s t th e  R o rtttem  P a c i f ic ,  
w hich c lo s e  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  g roup , was a ls o  p a r t i a l l y  re sp o n s ib le  
f o r  th e  M issou la  g ro u p 's  d i s l i k e  f o r  M antle.
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Pollowimg th e  e l e c t io n ,  M a n tle 's  newspaper œ ain ta ined  a  f r ie n d ly  
a t t i t u d e  tow ard D aly , perhaps a s  much from g r a t i tu d e  f o r  D a ly 's  ocmduct
n p
in  h e lp in g  e l e c t  C a r te r  as f o r  any o th e r  re a s o n . When th e  B u tte  M iner. 
C la r k 's  p a p e r , heoame e a p e o ia l ly  o r i t i c a l  o f  IW y , th e  I n t e r  M ountain, in  
ru sh in g  to  h is  a id ,  p ro b ab ly  f e l t  t h a t  he should  n o t be abused f o r  h e lp in g  
th e  R epublicans
A lthough M antle and th e  o th e r  R epublicans a p p re c ia te d  D a ly 's  a id
in  e le c t in g  C a r te r ,  i t  was e v id e n t t h a t  t h e i r  f e e l in g s  o f o b lig a t io n  would
n o t I n t e r f e r e  w ith  th e  campaign in  th e  f a l l  o f  1889. The u t te ra n c e s  o f
M antle c l e a r ly  in d ic a te d  th a t  he and Daly were n o t y e t  f irm  p o l i t i c a l
a l l l e e . M a n tle 's  o rgan  charged ;
I f  D aly a c c e p ts  th e  o f f ic e  o f  Chairman o f  th e  dem ocratic  p a r ty  
he w i l l  s te p  down from  th e  ran k s  o f  an im p a r t ia l  gentlem an who looks 
to  b o th  p a r t i e s  f o r  men o f  c h a ra c te r  to  v o te  f o r  and w il l  jo in  th e  
ran k s  o f  a  common d em o cra tic  p o l i t i c i a n .  No lo n g e r  w i l l  he be r e ­
g arded  as  a  p o l i t i c a l  p h i la n th r o p is t  a c tu a te d  s o le ly  l y  a  d e s i r e  f o r  
good government and as a  man indepemdent o f  p a r ty  b ia s ;  he w i l l  
become sim ply a  d em o cra tic  p o l i t i c i a n . 14
ife n tle  was even more e x p l i c i t  i n  a  speech  he d e liv e re d  in  P h ilip sb u rg .
He cla im ed  th a t  an a tte m p t to  co e rce  v o te s  was now b e in g  made in  Anaconda 
by th e  man who had b e tra y e d  th e  Democrats l a s t  y e a r .  A R epublican  conven­
t i o n  d id  n o t f in d  i t  n e c e ssa ry  t o  e x a c t iron-bound  agreem ents to  th e  e f f e c t  
th a t  th e  t i c k e t  would n o t be "k n ifed "  a t  th e  p o l l s ,  he d e c la re d . Nor d id  
th e  R epublicans have to  a d jo u rn  t h e i r  c<mvention to  aw ait th e  p le a su re  o f  
one man; th e y  d id  n o t have to  se e  i f  any o f  t h e i r  a c t io n s  had in c u rre d
^^ john  M. S e h i l t z ,  "M ontana's C ap tiv e  P re s s ,"  Montana O pinion . I  
( Ju n e , 1 9 5 6 ) 4« In  a  l e t t e r  to  th e  a u th o r , J u ly  5? 1956, H erb ert P eet 
s u b s ta n t ia te s  t h i s  o p in io n .
^ ^ L e tte r  f to n  H erb ert P ee t to  th e  a u th o r , J u ly  5» 1956. As th e  
G rea t F a l l s  T ribune d e c la re d ; "Sam H auser and Marcus Daly a re  p ra is e d  
by th e  M ountain, a l l  because o f  t h e i r  conduct a t  th e  l a t e  e l e c t io n ."
December 14» 1888.
14 in te r  Itountsin . September 8 , 1889.
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h ls  d lB a p p ro ra l*^3 But in  s p i t e  o f  such s tro n g  s ta te m e n ts , M antle was 
a t t e n ^ t in g  a t  th e  same tim e to  appease Daly* As D a ly 's  p ap e r, th e  Anaconda 
s ta n d a rd # commented: "We a re  n o t unm indful o f  th e  c raw lin g  coo^llm ents
which th e  B u tte  I n t e r  M ountain seeks to  c o n c i l i a te  l&r, D aly, in  an e d i t o r i a l  
which fo llo w s th e  s l in k in g  e p i th e t s  w ith  which i t  a s s a i l s  him ."l&
As soon as th e  e le c t io n  campaign was o v e r. M a n tle 's  jo u rn a l ag a in  
defended th e  Democrat from  Anaconda. I t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  M antle f e l t  th a t  
Daly could  e l e c t  him a  s e n a to r  by th e  same means th a t  Daly had used to  e le c t  
D a rte r  th e  d e le g a te  th e  p rev io u s  y e a r .^ ?
D aly f i r s t  ev inced  an i n t e r e s t  in  f u r th e r in g  M a n tle 's  p o l i t i c a l  
c a re e r  d u r in g  th e  c i t y  e le c t io n  o f  1892, when M antle became th e  R epublican  
c a n d id a te  f o r  m ayor. T h is  c o n te s t  has j u s t l y  been c a l le d  th e  " d i r ty  w ater 
cam paign," The f a c t  t h a t  W. A* C lark  owned th e  w ater company transfo rm ed  
th e  w ate r qouestion in to  a  p o l i t i c a l  is s u e .18 The c o n f l i c t  was so perva­
s iv e  th a t  even in  th e  R epublican  p r im a rie s  a  b r is k  f i g h t  developed between 
p ro -  and a n t i -w a te r  oos^any a s p i r a n ts  f o r  s e a ts  on th e  c i t y  c o u n c i l .  19
As e a r ly  as 1889, M a n tle 's  jo u rn a l had begun a  campaign to  improve 
th e  q u a l i ty  o f  th e  B u tte  w ate r su p p ly . I t  r e p e a te d ly  d ec rie d  th e  u se  o f 
f i l t î j y  w a te r  to k en  from w e lls  n e a r  th e  g raveyard  and th e  s la u g h te r  house;
l ^ l b i d . .  S ep tW aer 15 , 1889.
l^Anaoonda S ta n d a rd , c i t e d  in  th e  G rea t F a l ls  T rib u n e , September 
20, 1889.
l îO r e s t  F a l l s  T rib u n e , F ebruary  18 , 1890. The T ribune commented 
th a t  th e  I n t e r  M ountain had resumed i t s  d e fen se  o f  Daly once th e  e le c t io n  
was o v e r .
I ST nter M ountain, A p r il  10 , 1892. M an tle 's  jo u rn a l claim ed t h a t ,  
a l t h o u ^  i t  had been s t a t e d  th a t  C la rk  had s o ld  th e  w a te r company, he 
s t i l l  r e ta in e d  th e  m ajor i n t e r e s t .
19ATiAeonda S ta n d a rd , March JO, 1892.
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l)u t when th e  ^ jg e r  charged  th a t  i t  had p o l i t i c a l  m o tiv es , th e  I n t e r  M ountain 
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i t s  on ly  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s u b je c t was th e  h e a lth  o f th e  B u tte  
c i t i z e n r y W h e n  th e  renew al o f  th e  c o n tra c t  became an is s u e  b e fo re  th e  
c i t y  c o u n c il  i n  1892, D aly’s Anaconda S tandard  jo in e d  in  th e  chorus of 
voiceB d i r e c te d  a g a in s t  th e  w ate r coia^pany, and agreed  w ith  th e  I n te r  M ountain’s 
p re s  w%t a t  io n  o f  th e  w ate r s i t u a t i o n  in  B u tte  «21 The S tandard  was n o t an 
u n b iased  o b se rv e r , how ever, when i t  declared*
You can  alw ays t e l l  when th e  g e n t le  sp rin g tim e  i s  e ^ ro a o h in g  in  
B u tte ;  when th e  c i t y  w a te r  wears a  deeper t i n t  and g iv e s  out a  strcm ger 
s m e ll, th e n  s p r in g  i s  a t  hand* These a re  th e  days when th e  w ate r they  
d r in k  in  B u tte  i s ,  i n  c o lo r ,  th e  r i c h  b le n d in g  o f  g reen  and amber, 
i t s  d e n s i ty  i s  th a t  o f  w e l l - s t r a in e d  l iq u id  g lu e , i t s  f la v o r  i s  th e  
pungent r ic h n e s s  o f  an egg th a t  has been overlooked and se n t too  l a t e  
to  m ark e t. • • • B u tte  w ate r i s  n o t l i k e  o th e r  w ater* There i s  body 
to  i t ,  a  l i t t l e  o f  i t  s a t i s f i e s  * So r i c h  i t  i s  th a t  were th e  c i t y  to  
l i e  f lo o d ed  w ith  i t  f o r  a  tim e c lo v e r  would sp ro u t on th e  s to n e  s te p s  
o f  th e  c o u r t house end l i l i e s  o f  th e  v a l l ^  would h id e  th e  le n g th  and 
h e ig h t o f  te le g ra p h  p o le s  u n d er t h e i r  t r o p io a l  p ro fu s io n .22
W ith th e  S tan d ard  and th e  I n t e r  M ountain engaged in  an e d i t o r i a l  
b a rrag e  a g a in s t  G lade’s w ate r company and w ith  M antle as  one o f th e  can­
d id a te s  f o r  mayor, what fo llow ed  d u rin g  th e  ossqpalgn could  e a s i ly  be p re­
d ic te d .  Bot on ly  was th e  w ate r q u e s tio n  in je c te d  in to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n te s t  
fo r  mayor, b u t charges o f  a  Daly-Mamtle com bination  to  d e fe a t C la rk 's  can­
d id a te  were r i f e .  Gndœr th e  h e a d l in e ,  "LSE MAMTLE FOB ' iaYOR, An E n th u s ia s tic  
R epub lican  C onvention C a lls  upon Him to  Head th e  T ic k e t ,"  th e  I n t e r  Mountain 
c a r r ie d  h i s  aocep tanoe speech  in  which he declared*
I  a c c e p t t h i s  nom ination  n o t a s  agen t o r r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f any 
c w p o r a t io n  o r  company, o r  any in d iv id u a l ,  b u t sim ply and s o le ly  as 
th e  ch o ice  o f  t h i s  co n v en tio n ; as  th e  nominee o f  th e  re p u b lic a n  
p a r ty *  I  liave made no a l l i a n c e  w ith  any man. . . .  T h e re fo re , I  must
2QXat«r M ountain, March 51» 1889; November 1 , 1891; May 17, 1891»
glAnaccmda S ta n d a rd . F ebruary  29 , 1892.
22 i b l d . . March 2 0 , 1892,
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a t  t h i s  tim e , b rand  th o se  s ta te m e n ts  which have appeared  co n n ec tin g  
nçr name w ith  th a t  o f  any one in  th a t  r e l a t i o n ,  as b a re faced  f a l s e ­
h o o d s, and I  do n o t want any re p u b lic a n  to  be m isled  by any s t a t e ­
ments o f  th a t  ch a ra c te ro
M antle ctm cluded by s t a t i n g  th a t  th e  R epublicans shou ld  ta k e  advantage
o f  th e  D em ocratic s t r i f e  betw een Daly and C la rk  .25
M antle , throu|d>^ h is  jo u r n a l ,  a ttem p ted  to  d isp ro v e  th e  charges o f
c o l lu s io n  b rough t a g a in s t  Daly and h im s e lf .  The I n te r  M ountain p r in te d
S e n t i e *8 s ta te m e n t, to  which he had sworn b e fo re  a  n o ta ry  p u b lic , th a t
n e i th e r  Daly n o r any o f  D aly*s r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  had an i n t e r e s t  in  e i th e r
th e  ^ n t^ r  Mgwdtain o r  th e  p u b lis h in g  company o r had any c la im  o r l i e n
againust them . The p ap e r in s i s t e d  th a t  th e  ch arg es a g a in s t  Daly and M antle
wore a n o th e r  ep iso d e  in  th e  G laxk-Daly f l ^ t ;  in  t h i s  in s ta n c e  C lark  was
on ly  t r y in g  to  d i s c r e d i t  D aly . W hile ch a rg in g  th a t  i t  d id  n o t want to
become. in v o lv ed  excep t in  s e l f - d e f e n s e ,  th e  I n t e r  M ountain h o tly  s ta te d ;
W hile th e r e  has been no com bination  formed between Mr, Daly and 
Mr. M antle to  d e fe a t  Boss C la rk  and h is  D ir ty  W ater company, we r e ­
p e a t a@p&in th a t  th e re  shou ld  b e , and every  good c i t i z e n  in  B u tte  C ity  
w ith o u t regard, to  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  shou ld  jo in  th e  com bination 
u n t i l  i t s  o b je c t  s h a l l  have been f u l ly  a t ta in e d —u n t i l  th e  l a s t  drop 
o f  fe v e r^ la d e n  w ate r o f  Boss C la rk  p a ra a ta g e  s h a l l  have been stopped 
in  i t s  flow  o f  d e a th  in to  th e  homes o f  t h i s  c i t y  o f  B u tte , and th e  
d e a r ly  lo v ed  w ives and c h i ld re n  who make th e se  sa c re d  s h a l l  be s a fe  
from  such a  d ea d ly  k is s  .24
An a c tu a l  a l l i a n c e  may n o t have e x is te d  between Daly and M antle, 
b u t th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  q u e s tio n  th a t  Daly th rew  h is  p o l i t i c a l  su p p o rt be­
h in d  th e  R epub lican  c a n d id a te  f o r  mayor. A f te r  d e c la r in g  th a t  th e  Demo­
c r a t i c  c i t y  con v en tio n  had been ca p tu red  by a  " r in g  o f w ater b ro k e r s ,” 
th e  S ta n d s ^  p ledged  I t s e l f  to  independent a c t io n  In  th e  c o n te s t f o r
25 lp te r  M ountain, A p ril  1 0 , 1892. I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  
th a t  L ie u te n a n t G overnor R ick ard s nom inated M an tle . T hat gentlem an 
opposed M antle in  1890, and ap p o in ted  him to  th e  S enate  in  1895.
24 lb ld .
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m ayor*^5 on e le c t io n  day i t  h e a d lin e d , "Vote a g a in s t  John F . Cowan, th e  
w a te r company c a n d id a te ." ^ ^  As M antle was th e  only  o th e r  nominee, th e  
isq ^ lic a tio n  i s  obvious*
Ih e  e le c t io n  was p ro b ab ly  on© o f th e  most e x c i t in g  B u tte  has ever 
w itnessed*  Each s id e  had f l o a t s  and bands which paraded around th e  c i t y  
t h r o u ^ o u t  th e  day* The w ate r cos^>aay had one f l o a t ,  r e p re s e n tin g  a  c o l -  
l a r  la b e le d  "D aly ' s C o l l a r A n o t h e r ,  d e p ic t in g  two men hugging each 
o th e r ,  was capti<m ed, "The Dnholy A ll ia n c e , D aly and M antle ,"  and s t i l l  
a n o th e r  r e a d , "Ho one power f o r  30 ,000 people*" One o f th e  b e a t e n t r ie s  
f o r  th e  o p p o s it io n  was a  g r in n in g  ekeletcm  te n  f e e t  in  h e i ^ t ,  which was 
la b e le d ,  "T ote f o r  my F r ie n d s , th e  B u tte  C ity  Water Company." A nother 
re p re se n te d  a  g raveyard  and a h e a rs e , c a p tio n e d , "The B u tte  C ity  Water 
C o i^ ah y 's  Source o f  Supply*" L arge, m ith u s ia e tic  crowds f i l l e d  th e  
s t r e e t s  to  view  th e  e n tr ie s * ^ ?
At th e  l a s t  m inute p e rso n a l scan d a l was dev ised  to  d e fe a t  M antle. 
A s to r y  was c i r c u la te d  to u ch in g  th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f  M antle and a  m arried  
woman r e s id in g  in  th e  c i ^ .  A f te r  g iv in g  th e  a u th o r  a  tongue la s h in g . 
M antle d i s t r i b u t e d  th e  fo llo w in g  c i r c u la r s
"A COWARD »S WORK"
The s to r y  c i r c u la te d  by Forbes I rv in e  r e f l e c t i n g  on th e  p e rso n a l 
c h a ra c te r  o f  m yself i s  a  m a lic io u s  l i e ,  and I  denounce s a id  Forbes 
I r v in e  and a l l  o th e rs  who may be re s p o n s ib le  f o r  i t s  c i r c u la t io n ,  as 
k n av ish  s la n d e re r s  o f  th e  w o rs t ty p e . Ho man b u t a  cow ardly whelp 
would ev e r len d  h im s e lf  to  such a d a s ta rd ly  work* Signed Lee M antle .
^^Anaoonda S ta n d a rd * A p ri l  8 , 1892*
^^ Ib id * . A p r i l  11 , 1692.
^ ^ Ib id * . A p r i l  12 , 1892? G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . A p ril 12 , 1892* 
^®Anaconda S ta n d a rd . A p r i l  12 , 1892.
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The R epublicans won an overwhelming v ic to r y ,  w ith  M antle le a d in g  
th e  t i c k e t  w ith  a  m a jo rity  o f  874 v o te s .  Seven o f th e  n in e  R epublican 
c a n d id a te s  f o r  alderm en a ls o  t r iu i^ h e d .^ ^
The Inter M ountain was n o t th e  on ly  newspaper in  th e  s t a t e  ju b i ­
l a n t  over th e  e le c t io n  r e tu r n s .  The Anaconda S tandard*e h e a d lin e  scream ed, 
"B u tte , M isso u la , Aaae<mda, M antle , H ig g in s , Dwyer." I t  went on to  say :
#e remember th e  t r y in g  tim e when men, who had th e  l i f e  whipped o u t 
o f  them in  M issou la n o t lo n g e r  ago th an  y e s te rd a y , a s s e r te d  th a t  Mr. 
M antle c o u ld n 't  g e t  th e  Indorsem ent o f  th e  re p u b lic a n  p a r ty  in  h is  
own town. However i t  may be abou t th e  p a r ty ,  we observe th a t  Mr. Man­
t l e  re c e iv e d  th e  most s u b s ta n t ia l  m a jo rity  th a t  ev e r was accorded a 
lid e n t o f  B u tte , and we c o n g ra tu la te  h im .30
In  h is  d e s i r e  to  d e fe a t  C le rk , D aly , by su p p o rtin g  M antle p o l i t i -  
o a l ly ,  d id  a id  him in  becoming mayor o f  B u tte . The I n t e r  Mountain f ra n k ly  
ad m itted  t h a t  D em ocratic v o te s  had helped  to  e l e c t  M antle:
The I n t e r  M ountain w ishes to  c o n g ra tu la te  f i r s t ,  a l l  th e  re p u b li­
cans who s to o d  in  l i n e ,  l i k e  th e  good c i t i z e n s  th a t  they  a r e ,  u n t e r r i ­
f i e d  1%r w ater company b o sses  and u n in flu en o ed  by w ate r company boodle ; 
second , a l l  th e  dem ocrats who, w ithou t s a c r i f i c in g  t h e i r  p a r ty  p r in ­
c ip le s  one l o t a ,  r e fu s e d  to  become p a r t i e s  to  a  w a te r company fak e  
conducted  u n d er th e  c lo ak  o f  p o l i t i c s  by a  f a c t io n  which i s  always 
w i l l in g  to  s a c r i f i c e  p a r ty  f o r  p ecu n ia ry  g a in . The dem ocrats who vo ted  
f o r  Mr. M antle y e s te rd a y  a r e  none th e  le e s  dem ocrats today  th an  they  
were b e fo re  and re p u b lic a n s  may expect to  do b a t t l e  a g a in s t  them in  
th e  f u tu re  a s  th ey  have done in  che p a s t . 31
Clark*© charged th a t  M antle had been e le c te d  because Daly had
bought him th e  o f f i c e .  I t  added th a t  Daly had "b o asted  th a t  h is  check
^9 in te r  M ountain. A p r il  15 , 17* 1992; G reat P a l l s  T rib u n e ,
A p r i l  12 , 1892.
3QAyA«nnda S ta n d a rd . A p r i l  12 , 1892. The M issoula men r e f e r r e d  
to  were and Cona>any. Daly appears to  have had s e v e ra l in t e r e s t s
th a t  y e a r .
3lT%ter Mountain. A pril 15» 1892.
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s tu b s  would show i t . ” 52  v e r a c i ty  o f  t h i s  a c c u sa tio n  w i l l  p robab ly
n ev e r  be p roved .
The fo llo w in g  y e a r  D aly , i n d i r e c t ly  and perhaps u n in te n t io n a l ly ,  
c o n tr ib u te d  to  M a n tle 's  s e le c t io n  as a  U nited S ta te s  s e n a to r ,  in  an 
e f f o r t  to  d e fe a t  C la r k 's  b id  f o r  th e  o f f i c e . The p o l i t i c a l  com plexion 
o f th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  which convened in  Jan u ary , 1893» was d o u b tfu l . As 
n e i th e r  th e  Democrats n o r  th e  R epublloans had a  m a jo r i ty , th e  P o p u lis ts  
h e ld  th e  b a lan ce  o f  power I f  th e  Democrats could  c o n tro l  one o f 
th e  th re e  P o p u l is t  members o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  however, th ey  could  
command a  m a jo r i ty  o f  one on a  j o in t  b a l l o t .  This l e g i s l a tu r e  was to  
e l e c t  th e  su c c e s so r  to  Scm ator S an d ers , whose term  was due to  e^qpire 
in  Mariah.» C la rk  was determ ined  to  go to  th e  S e n a te , and rece iv ed  th e  
D em ocratic caucus n o m in a tio n . D aly , however, c o n tro l le d  s ix  Democrats 
who were n o t p e rm itte d  to  e n te r  th e  cau cu s, and he supported  th e
) ^M lner. March 5» 1893; M antle C lip p in g s , These c lip p in g s  se n t 
to  th e  a u th o r  by. M rs, M antle were p a r t  o f  a  scrapbook k ep t by M antle.
The a u th o r  re c e iv e d  on ly  th o se  co v e rin g  M a n tle 's  appointm ent to  th e  
S en a te  in  1893*
^^T oole, op . c i t . 8 p .  122 . I n  th e  p r e s id e n t ia l  e le c t io n ,  th e  
v o te  was as fo llo w s ; R ep u b lican , 18 ,851; Democrat, 17,581; P o p u l is t ,  
7 , 3 4 4 , The P o p u lis t  v o te  was due in  la rg e  p a r t  t o  many new a r r iv a l s  from 
s t a t e s  where th e  movement was s t r o n g .  See D tm nelly , op . c i t . . p .  205* 
M antle , a s  th e  chairm an o f  th e  R epublican  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  com m ittee, was 
c r e d i te d  w ith  th e  R epub lican  m a jo rity  in  S i lv e r  Bow county which helped  
e l e c t  Governor R ickards and R e p re se n ta tiv e  Hartm an. In  S i lv e r  Bow 
co u n ty , how ever, p a r t  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  t i c k e t  was d e fe a tw i, due to  th e  
d e f e c t io n  o f  Couch. He rms d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  county  oonvœaticm 
w hich had s e le c te d  l e g i s l a t i v e  c a n d id a te s  fa v o ra b le  to  M a n tle 's  e le c ­
t io n  as s e n a to r .  The I n t e r  M ountain claim ed th a t  in  on ly  one p r e c in c t ,  
M e a d e rv ille , d id  th e  R epub licans succumb to  th e  in t im id a tio n  o f th e  
•’b o s s ,"  and on ly  because  fam ily  men were th re a te n e d  w ith  th e  lo s s  o f  
t h e i r  jo b s .  I t  a ls o  s ta te d  t h a t  e lev en  R epublicans from S i lv e r  Bow 
county  would have made th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  overw helm ingly R ep u b lican . See 
th e  I n t e r  M ountain. November 2 , 16 , 1892; January  4 , 1893*
■►84*»
oandldaoy o f  W, W. Dixon f o r  th e  S e n a te . As n e i th e r  s id e  would oompromlse, 
a  dead lock  ensued
A lth o u ^  M antle was a  s tro n g  con tender f o r  th e  R epublican nomina­
t io n  f o r  s e n a to r  g he was n o t im m ediately  su c c e s s fu l * On th e  f i r s t  caucus 
b a l l o t .  M antle seem ingly  re c e iv e d  th e  n o m ina tion . S ince th e  f u l l  caucus 
had n o t convened, how ever, an o th e r b a l lo t  was tak en  th e  n ex t day . On t h i s  
second b a l l o t ,  Sanders was v ic to r io u s ,  in d ic a t in g  th a t  th e  su p p o rte rs  o f 
th e  two men were n e a r ly  equal in  n u m b e r . T h e  I n t e r  Mountain den ied  th a t  
th e re  had been any c o n te s t  w hatever f o r  th e  nom ination . No in f lu e n c e , i t  
i n s i s t e d ,  was e x e r te d  by e i th e r  gen tlem an, and when i t  was apparen t th a t  
one oould n o t w in , he would w ithdraw  in  fa v o r  o f  th e  o t h e r . A  s t a t e ­
ment o f  t h i s  ty p e  u s u a l ly  In d ic a te d  th a t  th e  sen tim en t in  th e  caucus was 
fax  from  unanim ous. Nkxreover, i f  th e  M issoula Democrat i s  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  
o f  th a t  p a r ty ,  i t  was convinced  th a t  a  Sanders nom ination  would s tre n g th e n  
th e  D em ocratic c a u se .
I t  was ev id e n t th a t  M antle had n o t g iv en  up h is  d e s ire  to  be a 
s e n a to r  w ith  h i s  f i r s t  d e fe a t  f o r  th e  caucus nom ination . In  what appears 
to  have been slirewd p o l i t i c k i n g ,  he c a l le d  a  m eeting o f th e  mayors o f 
Montana c i t i e s  to  convene in  H elens on F ebruary  8 .^® On th e  fo llo w in g  day ,
5% ?oole, OP. c i t . . p .  125j P oo r, pp . c i t . , p . 1 5 .
^ % re a t  P a l ls  T rib u n e , January  10, 1 8 9 5 ; I n t e r  M ountain.
Jan u ary  11 , 1895.
Jan u ary  15» 1895*
^^M issoula D em ocrat, c i te d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. January  15, 1895* 
The Democrat d e c la re d  th a t  i t  had no " te a r s  to  shed over M a n tle 's  d e f e a t ,  
f o r  h i s  nom ination  would have p laced  th e  young re p u b lic a n  c h ie f ta in  in  a  
p o s i t io n  where he oould have made m a tte rs  mighty warm f o r  th e  dem ocrats.
But Sanders can to u ch  n e i th e r  s id e s  no r bottom  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  v ic to r y ,"
) ^ I n te r  M ountain . February  8 , 15, 1895*
•*8 5* “
th e  H epublioan caucus met ag a in  and agreed  to  su p p o rt M antle f o r  th e  
o e n a te . Thus, M antle had ta k en  th e  caucus nom ination  away from a  member 
o f th e  o ld  guard* The I n t e r  M ountain in s i s te d  th a t  th e  R epublicans had 
changed t h e i r  nom ination  to  M antle because th ey  b e liev e d  th a t  h is  chances 
f o r  e l e c t io n  were b e t t e r  th a n  th o se  o f  Sanders* R e i te r a t in g  th a t  th e  
p a r ty  was harm onious in  i t s  c h o ic e , th e  I n t e r  Mountain devoted much e d i to ­
r i a l  space to  d e fen d in g  I te n t le 's  s e l e c t i o n O t h e r  f a c to r s  undoubtedly  
were im p o rtan t a lso *  M a n tle 's  In flu e n c e  as chalm m n o f  th e  s t a t e  c e n tr a l  
com m ittee c e r t a in ly  c o n tr ib u te d  to  h is  cho ice  as th e  nominee* The change 
in  th e  v o te  a ls o  in d ic a te d  M a n tle 's  in c re a s in g  impoirtance in  s t a t e  Repub­
l i c a n  c i r c le s *  W ith h is  d e fe a t  o f  S an d ers , he was trium phant over one o f  
th e  o ld  en trenched  le a d e r s  o f  th e  p a r ty .
M antle now had an o p p o rtu n ity  to  become s e n a to r  i f  th e  Democrats 
rem ained s ta lem ated *  Charges were r i f e  in  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  th a t  C lark  was 
b r ib in g  R epublican  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  and th e  R epublicans in  t h e i r  caucus chas­
t i s e d  th e  members who had changed t h e i r  v o te s  to  C l a r k . T h e  I n te r  
M ountain exp ressed  th e  o p in io n  th a t  i f  th e  R epublicans could  ju s t  keep 
th e  Democrats in  t h e i r  dead lock  by re fu s in g  to  s h i f t  a l le g ia n c e , th e  
R epublican  governor would th e n  have th e  power to  ap p o in t th e  sen a to r*
"L et them sq u a b b le ,"  s a id  M a n tle 's  jo u rn a l* ^^
The s ta le m a te  rem ained unbroken a t  th e  end o f th e  s ix ty -d a y  s e s ­
s io n ,  and i t  devolved upon Governor R ickards to  ap p o in t a  su c cesso r to  
S a n d e rs . There was much s p e c u la tio n  as  to  whom he would choose. As bo th  
Sanders and M antle were cau c i^  nom inees, th ey  were lo g ic a l  can d id a tes*
59February 12 , 15 , 15 , 19 , 22 , 1895•
4Qsee I n t e r  Ifo u n ta in » F eb ruary  8 , 12 , 15, 1895* See a ls o  T oo le , 
op* c i t . , p p . 1 2 4 - 1 2 5 *
^^F ebruary  8 , 1895
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Some in s id e  aourcee f e l t  th a t  th e  governor would r e s ig n  so th a t  he h im se lf  
oould be a p p o in te d .^  The s t a t e  re c e iv e d  th e  answer I t  had been aw a itin g  
when a t  f i f t e e n  m inutes a f t e r  noon on Ifbrch 4» R ickards appo in ted  Mantle» 
îliokardB s a id  th a t  th e re  were two reaso n s  f o r  h is  s e le c tio n *  M antle was 
th e  caucus nominee o f  th e  R epublican  members o f  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e ,  and he 
was a  West Ulde man. The o th e r  Montanan in  th e  U nited S ta te s  S en a te ,
Thomas C . Power, was from  th e  B ast S id e .43
M antle * s  appointm ent e l i c i t e d  w idespread e d i t o r i a l  comment in  th e  
new spapers o f  Montana* A lthough th e  g e n e ra l p a r ty  sen tim en t appears to  
have been fa v o ra b le  to  th e  appo in tm en t, some o ld -tim e  R epublicans le v e le d  
o r i t io ia m  a g a in s t  E iokards*  The H elena H era ld » f r ie n d ly  to  S an d ers , charged 
th a t  th e  governor had owed th e  p a r ty ,  th e  s t a t e ,  and h im se lf  th e  d u ty  o f
/I A
a p p o in tin g  Sanders* The Fergus County Argus conu&ented along  s im ila r  l i n e s < 
James Fergus w rote from  F o rt M aginniss "But o ld  tim e R epublicans h e re  a re  
none th e  le a s  ch ag rin ed  and d isa p p o in te d  a t  th e  appointm ent o f Lee M antle 
to  th e  tSalted  S ta te s  S en a te—n o t th a t  we loved  M antle l e s s  but we loved  
Sanders m o r e *"45 A c tu a lly , p o l i t i c a l  m aneuvering w ith in  S i lv e r  Bow county 
m l ^ t  have been r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  M a n tle 's  s e le c t io n .  The P h ilip sb u rg  M ail 
d e c la re d  th a t  R ickards m ight have f e l t  th a t  he was pay ing  o f f  a  p o l i t i c a l  
d eb t to  M antle f o r  h i s  e le c t io n  as  g o v e rn o r.4^ O r, aa th e  M adisonian
4 2 o re a t F a l ls  T rib u n e . March 2 ,  1893•
43 ib id * . March 5 . X895.
44narch  5 , 1893? M antle C lip p in g s .
45pgyg^g County A rg u s, March 14» 1893; M antle C lip p in g s .
4^March 9 , 1893; M antle C lip p in g s . R ickards had been considered  
a  member o f  th e  Couch fao ticm  in  S i lv e r  Bow county  in  1889. B u t, i n  1892, 
M antle had been in s tru m e n ta l in  R ic k a rd s ' e le c t io n  as g o v ern o r. The G reat 
F u l ls  T rib u n e  claim ed th a t  th e  ap p o in tm « it o f  M antle would open f u r th e r  th e  
b reac h  betw een th e  M antle and Couch f a c t io n s  in  S i lv e r  Bow coun ty ,
March 5? 1893"
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charged» th e  Rlokaxds—M autle—Xz*rlB/-Wa3rrezi combine had i t s  in n in g  in  th e  
s e le c t io n  o f  M a n t l e G e n e r a l l y ,  however, th e  younger elem ent in  th e  p a r ty  
approved M an tle ’s appointm ent.^®
Charges th a t  Daly in flu en o e d  IKkntle’s s e le c t io n  were g iven  wide­
sp read  c i r c u l a t i o n .  C la rk ’s M iner i n i t i a t e d  th e  a t ta c k ,  which then  sp read  
to  o th e r  j o u r n a l s . T h e  M iner claim ed th a t  th e  D aly-M antle combine had 
begun th e  p rev io u s  y e a r  when Daly had M antle e le c te d  mayor o f B u tte . The 
co n sp ira cy  con tinued  when M antle w rested  th e  oauous nom ination  from Sanders 
On each o f  th e  two Sundays p r io r  to  th e  appo in tm ent, Daly s e c r e t ly  met 
R ic k a rd s , to  whom he had n o t spoken f o r  th r e e  y e a r s .  As Daly was prom is­
in g  th e  e a s te rn  Democrats th a t  he would send a  Democrat to  th e  S en a te , he 
cou ld  n o t nave h i s  fo llo w e rs  v o te  openly  f o r  a  R epub lican . A f te r  p rev en t­
in g  C la rk ’s e l e c t io n  by h is  su p p o rt o f  Dixon, Itely  could  th en  pu t h is
51scheme re g a rd in g  Ifo n tle  in to  o p e ra t io n . On th e  l a s t  day o f  th e  jo in t  
assem bly one o f  D aly’s  men in d i s c r e e t ly  a s s e r te d  th a t  Daly had promised 
th a t  M antle would be th e  n e x t s e n a to r .  Chi th e  same day th e  Daly men vo ted  
w ith  th e  R epublicans f o r  an  adjournm ent sln<^ d ie  a f t e r  one b a l l o t , th u s
4 7 v irg in ia  C ity  M adisonian , March 18, 1893; M antle C lip p in g s , 
R ick ard s had j u s t  ap p o in ted  I r v in  as M ineral Land Com m issioner,
4% ee th e  L iv in g s to n  E n te r p r is e , c i te d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain.
March 15 , 18931 M antle C lip p in g s . A lso  se e  th e  fo llo w in g , c i te d  in  th e  
I n t e r  M ountain. March 8 , 1895* Benton R iv er P re s s . M iles C ity  Y ellow stone 
J o u rn a l . Anaoohda Review. L iv in g s to n  P o s t . B i l l in g s  G a z e tte . S te v e n a v il le  
Mews.
49se© th e Helena Independents Mantle C lip p in gs,
March 5 , 1893; M antle C lip p in g s . The co rresp o n d en t, how­
e v e r , s a id  t h a t  he had charged th re e  months e a r l i e r  th a t  Daly had decided 
to  send M antle to  th e  thxlted S ta te s  S e n a te .
51 lh id . Poor d e c la re d  th a t  P in k e r to n  d e te c t iv e s  h e lp ed  p rev en t 
C la r k ’s  e l e c t io n .  Daly and S anders worked to g e th e r  in  s e c r e t  w ith  th e  
a id  o f  th e s e  d e t e c t iv e s .  P o o r, pp . c i t . » p .  15 .
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gi.'vXng th e  naming o f  th e  s e n a to r  to  th e  R epublioan g o v e r n o r A f t e r  th e  
Assembly had d is s o lv e d , a  R epublioan  le a d e r  proposed th re e  oheere f o r  
X)aly and M k atle . Thus, th e  M iner concluded , Daly had n o t only s e n t a  
R epub lican  b u t a  R epublican  henchman o f  h ie  own to  th e  n a t io n a l  S en a te .^ ^
Daly*s Anaconda S tandard  p laced  a  d i f f e r e n t  in te r p r e t a t i o n  on th e  
ap p o in tm en t. C la rk , th e  S tan d ard  r e p o r te d  « had d e c la re d  th a t  " i t  must be 
C la rk  o r a  R ep u b lican ."  Even thoug^i i t  was c le a r ly  ev id en t to  C lark  th a t  
he cou ld  n o t be  e le c te d ,  he had In ju re d  th e  p a r ty  r a th e r  th an  see an o th e r 
Democrat e le c te d »  As f o r  M antle , th e  Daly jo u rn a l s ta te d :  " P e rso n a lly ,
Mr. M antle has q u a l i t i e s  needed fo r  u s e fu l  s e rv ic e  in  th e  s e n a te ,  and b u t 
f o r  h is  h ide-bound  re p u b lic a n ism , he i s  a  man o f whom, in  th e se  days o f
C J
dem ocra tic  suprem acy, Montana would n o t need to  be asham ed.”
O ther s t a t e  p ap e rs  wore n o t so v io le n t  as th e  Miner in  t h e i r  d i s ­
c u ss io n  o f  th e  ap p o in tm en t. For exam ple, th e  Bozeman C hron ic le  commented 
th a t  th e  Democrats in  i t s  a re a  b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  appointm ent waa probably  
s a t i s f a o to i y  to  D aly , who knew f u l l  w e ll how th e  m a tte r  would end i f  he 
k e p t th e  j o i n t  assem bly from ta k in g  a  second b a l l o t . ^5 The B i l l in g s  
G a z e tte , a  R epub lican  jo u r n a l ,  s t a te d ;
By dem ocrats i t  i s  reg a rd ed  as a  Daly v ic to r y ,  bu t S en a to r Lee M antle 
i s  a  t r i e d  re p u b lio a n , and w h ile , no d o u b t, owing h is  p re se n t e le c t io n
^^M iner, March 5f 1893; M antle C lip p in g s . The I n t e r  M ountain 
s a id  t h a t  th e  Daly men wanted a  qu ick  adjournm ent because th ey  had 
h ea rd  t h a t  C la rk ’s a g en ts  had "a rran g ed ” f o r  th re e  more v o te s  on th e  
second b a l l o t .  To p re v en t C la rk ’s e le c t io n  a t  any c o s t ,  th e  Daly men 
su p p o rted  th e  m otion to  a d jo u rn . îferoh 12 , 1893.
5%aroh 5, 1893; Mantle C lip p in g s.
^^Anaoonda S ta n d a rd , March 5» 1893; M antle C lip p in g s .
^^C ited  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain, March 8 , 1893. The C h ro n ic le  was 
a  D em ocratic p a p e r .
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to  a  com bination  o f  o ircum stances  ̂  o f  which Harcue Daly was a  promoter^ 
w i l l  prove lo y a l  to  th e  re p u b lic a n  p a r ty  and th e  people o f  Kontana*56
O ut^kofostate p ap ers  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  r o le  o f  Daly in  M a n tle 's  
s e le c t io n  as  sen a to r*  The S t*  Paul Globe d ec la red  th a t  M an tle 's  aippoint- 
ment was c r e d i te d  to  th e  In f lu e n c e  o f Daly who had v o ted  hi a men co n s ie t»  
e n t ly  a g a in s t  th e  r e g u la r  Dew>oratio n o m i n e e . T h e  S t .  Paul P io n eer 
P r e s s , an in d e p e n d ^ t  R epublioan p a p e r , h ead lin ed ) '’Lucky Lee M antle . 
A ppointed S e n a to r  from M ontana. The R epublican  Mayor o f th e  Dem ocratic 
C ity  o f  B u tte  w i l l  Wear th e  Toga a t  th e  R a tio n a l C a p i ta l ."  I t  went on to  
eay th a t  D aly had succeeded in  dead lock ing  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e ,  and had accom­
p lis h e d  th e  ta s k  o f  g e t t in g  h is  " p a r t i c u la r  f r ie n d  and p ro te g e , Lee M antle, 
mayor o f  B u t te ,  ap p o in ted  to  th e  s e n a te  by Governor R ic k a rd s ."50
M a n tle 's  l i f t e r  Mou^itain was p laced  on th e  d e fe n s iv e  when such news­
p ap ers  as  th e  Independent S a l t  Lake T ribune d e c la re d  th a t  i f  th e  ap p o in t­
ment had been made " th ro u g h  a  Tmrgaln o r u n d ers tan d in g  w ith  Mr. Marcus 
D aly , th e n  th e  appointm ent was a d is g ra c e  to  Governor R ickards and to  
M o n t a n a . M a n t l e ' s  jo u rn a l c o n ta in e d  th a t  th e  u n fav o rab le  comments 
w hich had been p r in te d  o u ts id e  th e  s t a t e  had been se n t ou t by th e  H elena 
In d ep en d en t. I t  o b je c te d  e a p e o ia l ly  to  th e  charges th a t  M antle and Daly 
were engaged in  m ining and b u s in e ss  e n te rp r is e s  to g e th e r .  I t  in s i s t e d  
th a t  th e  o n ly  money th e y  had av e r in v e s te d  to g e th e r  was in  th e  B u tte  ra c e  
t r a c k  in  which C la rk , H. L . F rank , M. J .  C onnell and many o th e r  c i t i z e n s
5 % ill in g s  G a s e t te * M antle C lip p in g s .
$7Maroh 5 , 1093î M antle C lip p in g s .
5 ^ t .  Paul P io n ee r  P r e s s , March 5» 1893; M antle C lip p in g s .
^ % a l t  Lake T rib u n e , c i te d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain, March 8 , 1893.
^^ p t e r  M ountain, March 19» 1893•
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were a ls o  i n t e r e s t e d T h e  I n t e r  Mountain f e l t  th a t  had Daly r e a l l y  wanted 
to  e l e c t  M an tle , he oould  have w ithdraw n h is  o p p o s itio n  to  th e  S i lv e r  Bow 
le g ia l& tIv e  t i c k e t ;  M a n tle 's  nom ination  hy th e  R epublican  caucus and h is  
e l e c t io n  would have lo g ic a l ly  follow ed» The R epublicans had p r o f i t e d ,  i t  
i n s i s t e d ,  t h r o u ^  a  D em ocratic q u a r r e l ,  n o t because e i th e r  Daly o r C lark  
8 0  in te n d e d , b u t because th e  c o n d itio n s  could  b r in g  about no o th e r  r e s u l t
I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  c o n tro v e rsy  i t  c r e a te d , M a n tle 's  appointm ent to  
th e  S enate  was an eaqaty h o n o r. A f te r  th re e  m onths' d e b a te , th e  S enate  on 
August 2 8 , 1893» re fu s e d  to  s e a t  h im . Thus, M a n tle 's  second a ttem p t to  
re a c h  th e  S en a te  ended in  f r u s t r a t io n .^ ^
A lthoufdt Montana new spapers con tin u ed  to  comment on th e  Daly-M antle
^^ I f i te r  M ountain. March 8 , 1893• T his s p e c i f ic  d e n ia l  was to  r e ­
f u te  an a r t i c l e  ap p ea rin g  in  th e  S a l t  Lake T rib u n e , a lth o u g h  th e  S t .  Paul 
Piccxeer P reap  o a r r ie d  s im i la r  s ta te m e n ts . See th e  M antle C lip p in g s , 
fh e  I n t e r  Moia^tain a g a in  d en ied  any b u s in e ss  p a r tn e r s h ip .  March 1 5 , 1893.
^^ In te y  M ountain. March 11, 1893» The I n t e r  M ountain co n ta in ed  
s e v e ra l  i n t e r e s t i n g  e d i t o r i a l s  d u r in g  ibtrch on D aly . On March 1 , 1893» 
i t  d e c la re d  th a t  " o u ts id e  o f  p o l i t i c s  Marcus Daly has done more good to  
M ontana, d i s t r ib u t e d  more money in  w ages, g iven  employment to  more men and 
made more happy homes te n  tim es over th a n  a l l  th e  dem ocrats now f ig h t in g  
him so  b i t t e r l y  and ab u s in g  him so sav ag ely  a t  H elena combined. . . .  The 
b u s in e ss  men o f  B u tte  and th e  la b o r in g  men o f  B u tte  w i l l  p a r t i c u la r ly  r e ­
jo i c e ,  and w h ile  i t  may be t r u e  t h a t  200 dem ocrats went over to  Helena 
y e s te rd a y  to  f i ^ t  Mr. D aly , 10,000 dem ocrats a re  rem ain ing  a t  home w ish­
in g  him su ccess  in  h is  f i g h t  a g a in s t  h is  a n c ie n t enemy, Mr. C la rk ."  I t  
took a  l i t t l e  o f  th e  p ro -D aly  sen tim en t ou t o f  t h i s  s ta tem en t when i t  
ended w ith  th e  hope t h a t  b o th  men were knocked ou t p o l i t i c a l l y  in  H elena,
The Twt.flT» M ountain came o u t in  fa v o r  o f  th e  tim b er c u t t in g  p o li< y  f o l ­
lowed by D aly , Claris:, and A. B. Hammond, say in g  i t  was n ecessa ry  to  th e  
s u rv iv a l  o f  B u t t e 's  economic l i f e .  Akirch 22, 26 , 1893*
^^Cong. R ecord . 53 C ong., 1 S e a s . ,  p .  995* See G reat F a l ls  T ribune, 
March 18 , 2 1 , 31, 1893; A p r i l  4* 6 , 7» 1 1 , 1895S August 26 , 29, 1893. The 
I n t e r  Mouatidla charged  th a t  C la rk  had gone to  W ashington im m ediately a f t e r  
th e  and o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n  to  work a g a in s t  th e  s e a t in g  o f  j la n t le .
The I n t e r  M ountain claim ed th a t  he to ld  c e r t a in  Democrats th a t  he could  
g e t  an  e x t r a  s e s s io n  c a l le d  and a  D em ocratic s e n a to r  e le c te d ,  l h a t  
jo u rn a l  th u s  p a r t i a l l y  blamed C la rk  f o r  M a n tle 's  d e f e a t .  September 3 , IB ÿJ,
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oombine th ro u g h o u t 1 8 9 5  sad  1 8 9 4 » th e re  were no new a c c u sa tio n s  o f  c o l­
lu s io n  betw een th e  two men u n t i l  th e  f a l l  o f  1894. At th a t  tim e th e  s t a t e  
ag a in  became in v o lv ed  in  th e  f ig h t  over th e  perm anent lo c a t io n  o f th e  cap­
i t a l *  In  1892# th e  v o te r s  o f  Montana had s e le c te d  H elena and Anaconda as 
th e  two Gcmtendere f o r  th e  h o n o r, and ttie  e le c t io n  o f  1 8 9 4  would determ ine 
■Wie f i n a l  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  c a p i t a l .  The e le c t io n  became a  f i e r c e  c o n te s t  
because Daly w ished to  se e  h is  c i t y  o f  Anaconda s e le c te d ,  w h ile  C lark  
su p p o rted  H elena .
JSven though M antle d id  n o t p u b lic ly  ex p ress  h im s e lf , th e re  is l i t ­
t l e  doubt ae to  which c i t y  he p r e f e r r e d .  Hie I n t e r  M ountain claim ed t h a t ,  
due to  A naconda's p ro x im ity  to  B u tte , a  v ic to ry  f o r  th a t  c i t y  would a id  
B u tte  businessm en and la b o r .  In  a d d i t io n ,  s e v e ra l o f  M an tle 's  c lo s e s t  
p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r te r s ,  such as  W arren, I r v in ,  W. MoC, W hite, and C. J .  
S c h a tz le in ,  were a rd e n t p roponen ts o f  Anac<mda, and were members o f a  B u tte  
b u sin essm en 's  group formed to  advance th e  c la im s o f th e  sm e lte r  tow n.^4 
Thus, M a n tle 's  view s were w ell-know n, a lth o u g h  he p robab ly  rem ained s i l e n t  
because he was a g a in  s e rv in g  as  th e  chairm an o f  th e  R epublican  s t a t e  
c e n t r a l  com m ittee.
D uring  th e  s t r u g g le  o ver th e  s e le c t io n  o f  th e  c a p i t a l .  M antle was 
ag a in  accused  o f  b e in g  in  a l l i a n c e  w ith  D aly . T his tim e M antle was de­
nounced f o r  d i s t r i b u t i n g  Daly money to  R epublicans to  advance th e  c a n d i-  
daoy o f  Anaconda. M antle had become an advocate  o f  Anaconda, th e  charge 
d e c la re d , to  rep ay  Daly f o r  h i s  a id  in  M a n tle 's  appointm ent as s e n a to r .
The I n t e r  M ountain r e to r t e d  th a t  i t  was a  " l i e  in  every  p a r t i c u l a r 5
^4%nter M ountain, Septem ber 19 , 2 6 , 1894; O otober 2 4 , 1894.
^^H elena News, c i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. O ctober 3» 1894.
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a t  onoe w anton, i d i o t i c  and p e rso n a lly  m a lic io u s ; a  l i e  w ith o u t a  shadow 
o f  p ro o f  to  back i t  u p ."66
A c tu a lly , th e  e le c t io n  o f  1894 was doubly in ^ o r ta n t .  Not only  
was th e  c a p i t a l  to  be d e s ig n a te d , bu t an o th e r  l e g i s l a tu r e  would a ls o  be 
e l e c te d .  T h is l e g i s l a t u r e  would choose two U nited  S ta te s  se n a to M . Thus, 
th e  campaign aroused  c o n s id e ra b le  p u b lic  i n t e r e s t . When th e  c o n te s t was 
o v e r , i t  was found th a t  H elena was th e  v i c t o r ,  which meant th a t  C lark  had 
d e fe a te d  D aly . The Demoorats were h o p e le s s ly  b e a te n , however, in  th e  
e l e c t io n  o f  th e  members f o r  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  In  th e  new le g i s l a tu r e  th e re  
would be more P o p u lis ts  th a n  D em ocrats, and more R epublicans th an  th e  t o t a l  
o f  P o p u lis ts  and Democrats com bined.^7 A f te r  th e  e le c t io n  th e  H elena 
Evening T elegram , a  P o p u lis t  p ap e r, charged th a t  th e  R epublican  v ic to ry  
had n o t been th e  r e s u l t  o f  M a n tle 's  s k i l l  and d ev o tio n  in  conducting  th e  
sai^paign* I t  s t a te d  th a t  M a n tle 's  s k i l l  had been shown r a th e r  by h is  
d ic k e r  w ith  D aly . He tra d e d  R epub lican  v o te s  fo r  Anaconda in  exchange 
f o r  v o te s  f o r  R epublican  c a n d id a te s  in  S i lv e r  Bow, Deer Lodge, and R a v a ll i  
c o u n tie s  from Anaconda s u p p o r te rs  .
In  a d d i t io n  to  i t s  Im portance to  th e  s t a t e  ae a  w hole, th e  e le c t io n  
o f  1694 was a l s o  im p o rtan t to  Lee M antle, th e  p o l i t i c i a n .  H is management 
o f  th e  campaign a s  chairm an o f  th e  s t a t e  c e n tr a l  com mittee had im pressed
66 in t e r  M ountain , O ctober 5# 1894* See a ls o  th e  I n te r  M ountain. 
Septem ber 2 3 , 1694. The o r ig in a l  charges had appeared  in  th e  H elena 
News. S anders and th e  H elena H erald  a ls o  charged c o l lu s io n  between 
M antle and D aly . See th e  Xntwr M ountain. O ctober 10 , 14, 1894*
' ^ ^ D o n n e l l y ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p . 2 0 6 .
6 % a v a l l i  R ep u b lican , c i t e d  in  th e  I n te r  M ountain. November 28, 
1894. Anaconda won ky & la rg e  m a jo r ity  in  R a v a l l i  coun ty , b u t th e  
R epub lican  c la im ed  th a t  th e  men who would have v o ted  f o r  M antle were 
d e f e a te d .
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R ep tib llcaa  le a d e r s  #69 But perhaps even more Im p o rtan t,  he had h elped  to  
e l e c t  a  R ep ah liean  l e g i s l a t u r e  eh lo h , a s  m entioned e a r l i e r ,  would choose 
two s e n a to r s  to  th e  U nited  S ta te s  Congress* T h e re fo re , th e  e le c t io n  o f  
1894 p la ced  him on th e  v e rg e  o f  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  h is  am bition  to  go to  
th e  S e n a te .70
The ev idence  th u s  appears t o  In d ic a te  th a t  Marcus Daly was in ­
s tru m e n ta l in  f u r th e r in g  M an tle ’s p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  Whether Daly used 
I te n tle  a s  a  pawn in  h is  f i g h t  a g a in s t  C lark  o r w hether an sio tual a l l ia n c e  
e x is te d  betw een th e  two men canno t be proved w ith  c e r t a in ty .
In  th e  e le c t io n  o f  1888, Daly in d ic a te d  to  th e  R epublican  p a r ty  
th a t  he was w i l l in g  to  s a c r i f i c e  h is  fe llo w  Democrats f o r  h is  own advan­
ta g e .  H is a c t io n s  in  t h i s  campaign undoubtedly  earned him th e  g r a t i tu d e  
o f  M antle a s  w e ll a s  o f  o th e r  R ep u b lican s . Thus, th e  germ ina tion  o f  h is  
a l l i a n c e  w ith  Msuitle may have o r ig in a te d  in  th e  f a l l  o f 1888.
I n  1892 Daly was in s tru m e n ta l in  M a n tle 's  e le c t io n  as mayor o f 
B u t te .  I n  h i s  eag ern ess  to  d e fe a t  C la rk 's  c a n d id a te s , Daly threw  h is  
su p p o rt to  M an tle . I t  i s  d o u b tfu l th a t  anyone who d id  n o t r e s id e  in  th e  
c i t y  would have been  in te r e s te d  in  B u tte  w ater u n le s s  some o th e r  co n s id e r­
a t io n s  were in v o lv e d . T h e re fo re , Daly su p p o rted  M antle, who was a p erso n a l 
f r i e n d ,  t o  p iq u e  C la rk ,
The l e g i s l a t i v e  deadlock in  1895; caused by th e  r e f u s a l  o f  C lark  
and Daly to  com promise, made i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  a  R epublican  to  be appo in ted  
s e n a to r .  S inco  D aly c o n tro l le d  o n ly  tw elve v o te s  to  C la rk 's  tw e n ty -f iv e , 
i t  would ap p e a r th a t  D aly d e s ire d  th e  s ta le m a te . I t  would seem, th e r e fo r e ,  
t h a t  he was i n d i r e c t ly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  M a n tle 's  appointm ent by v i r t u e  o f
^ S h e tte r  from  H erb e rt P ee t to  th e  a u th o r , J u ly  5» 1956.
70rhe e le c t io n  o f  1894 w i l l  be t r e a te d  agadn in  C hapter V.
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ke#plmg th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  dead locked . When th e  H elena H erald  s a id  o f 
G overnor E iokards t h a t  "H is Sxoellenoy  h e ld  th e  pen th a t  sig n ed  Mr. 
M eatless  appointm ent as S enator^  bu t who guided i t  when he w rote th e  
nam e?",^1 i t  was echo ing  sen tim en t th roughou t th e  s t a t e .  The Miner de­
c la re d  w ith o u t q u a l l f lo a t i tm  th a t  Daly had h e ld  th e  pm i, w hile o th e r  l e s s  
l^ tr t ie a n  so u rce s  ad m itted  t h a t  th e  appointm ent was n o t u n fav o rab le  to  D aly . 
S in ce  he was f u l l y  co g n isan t o f  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  dead look , 
i t  does n o t seem i l l o g i c a l  th a t  he r e a l i s e d  th a t  M antle would be ap p o in ted , 
s in c e  î t e i t l e  had been th e  f i n a l  nominee o f  th e  R epublican  caucus.
C r i t i c s  c la im ed  th a t  th e  fa v o r  Daly asked in  r e tu r n  fo r  h is  
su p p o rt o f  M antle was M a n tle 's  a id  in  lo c a t in g  th e  c a p i ta l  a t  Anaconda. 
C o n sid e rin g  a l l  th e  o th e r  f a c t o r s ,  in c lu d in g  M a n tle 's  feud  w ith  th e  
H elena p o l i t i c i a n s ,  h i s  advocacy o f  Anaconda undoubted ly  r e s u l te d  as 
much from p e rs^ o a l re a so n s  as from a  p o l i t i c a l  " d e a l ."
T^Helena H era ld  & M antle C lip p in g s .
CHAPTER V 
THE SILVER SENATOR
Ab a  p o li t io x a w j Lee M antle r e f le c te d  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  Montana*
So c lo s e ly  d id  he ad h ere  to  th e  tre n d s  in  h is  s t a t e  th a t  a  study  o f h is  
c a re e r  r e v e a ls  th e  dom inant is s u e s  o f  th e  day* M antle vas no t unusual in  
th e  f i e l d  o f  p o l i t i c s , however* By h is  s t r i o t  conform ity to  th e  w ishes 
o f  h i s  c o n s t i tu e n t» ,  he f u r th e r  emphasized th a t  he ty p i f ie d  th e  p e rp e tu a l 
o f f ic e - s e e k e r  who was always lo o k in g  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r te r s .
I n  th e  m onetary q u e s t io n . M antle a p p a re n tly  thougdit th a t  he had 
f i n a l l y  found th e  is s u e  which would a s su re  h is  p o l i t i c a l  fu tu re *  When th e  
♦‘f r e e  co inage  o f  s i l v e r  a t  16 to  1" beoame th e  s lo g an  o f  th e  Hooky Mountain 
W est, th e  m ining m agnates o f  B u tte  q u ic k ly  jo in ed  th e  movement in  fav o r  
o f th e  w h ite  m etal*  W ith th e  a id  o f  t h e i r  l i b e r a l  f in a n c ia l  c o n tr ib u — 
tim e s , f r e e  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  s u b je c t  was d i s t r ib u te d  th r o u ^ o u t  th e  
s t a t e ,  and th e  s i l v e r  is s u e  soon developed in to  an im portan t p o l i t i c a l  
q u es tio n *  With e h e r s o t e r i s t i c  prom ptness M antle a s s o c ia te d  h im se lf  w ith  
th e  movement, and became one o f  i t s  most a rd e n t proponents*
As th e  f r ie n d  o f  f r e e  s i l v e r ,  M antle was a  p ro to ty p e  o f th e  w est­
e rn  p o l i t i c i a n  o f th e  e a r ly  1 8 9 0 's ,  and ex em p lified  th e  R epublican  dilemma 
in  th e  W est. As e a r ly  as  1889, M antle was a s tro n g  advocate o f s i l v e r .
In  t h a t  y e a r ,  he a tte n d e d  th e  S t*  Louis s i l v e r  co n v en tio n , w ith  W. A. C lark  
and o th e r  eag e r b im e t a l l i s t s .^  The fo llo w in g  y e a r ,  when he was p re s id e n t  
o f  th e  B u tte  Board o f  T rad e , he p re se n te d  to  th a t  group a  l e t t e r  from C lark  
w hich fo rm a lly  i n i t i a t e d  th e  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  s i l v e r  in  B u tte . T h is  l e t t e r
^ I n te r  M ountain . November 6 , 1889.
-9 5 -
—9 6 —
s t a t e d  th a t  th e  tim e had come f o r  an  a tg g r^ s iv e  movement on b e h a lf  o f  th e  
etdLte m e ta l . Money, C la rk  a ls o  a s s e r te d  $ was needed to  c i r c u la te  p r in te d  
m a te r ia l9 and he asked M antle to  b eg in  a  d r iv e  f o r  th e  c o l le c t io n  o f  funds. 
M antle ap p o in ted  a  commit te e  to  s o l i c i t  fu n d s ,^  and l a t e r  se n t a te leg ram  
to  th e  Montana d e le g a tio n  in  Congress d i r e c t in g  them to  rem ain staunch  
d e fe n d e rs  o f  s i l v e r . ^
JSven t h o u ^  he was a  s i l v e r  man, M antle a t  th e  same tim e was a 
lo y a l  R epublican  w ith  a  lo n g  re c o rd  o f  s e rv ic e  and dev o tio n  to  th e  party*  
B oth he and th e  I n t e r  M ountain p r id e d  them selves on b e in g  re g u la r  R epubli­
ca n s , and h i s  jo u rn a l was co n s id e red  to  be th e  p a r ty  organ in  th e  p t a t e .  
Ih u s ,  th e  G rea t F a l l s  T ribun^ a p t ly  d e sc r ib e d  th e  predicam ent o f th e  B u tte  
R epublican  when i t  announood th e  new "dodge" o f  th e  I n t e r  M ountain "by 
which i t  a ttem p ts  to  r e l i e v e  i t s e l f  o f  th e  embarraasment in c id e n ta l  to  
b e in g  su p p o rted  by a  sllver-po roduo ing  community and o f  ap o lo g iz in g  f o r  
M cK inley 's and Sherm an 's h o s t i l i t y  to  s i l v e r . "4 j t  l a t e r  e la b o ra te d  on 
th e  d is c o m f itu re  o f Montana Republicans*
The Trl|bune has w itn e ssed  w ith  amusement th e  w r i d l i n g  and 
sq u irm in g  o f Montana re p u b lic a n  sp eak ers  and re p u b lic a n  p r in t s  to  
keep  them selves somewhere w ith in  h a i l in g  d is ta n c e  o f  th e  l i n e  occu­
p ie d  by t h e i r  p a r ty  upon th e  s i l v e r  qu esticm . The I n t e r  M ountain I s  
th e  le a d in g  re p u b lio a n  new spaper in  th e  s t a t e ,  and s t r a d d le s  th e  
q uesticm  w ith  th e  a g i l i t y  o f  a  c i rc u s  r i d e r .  I t  o ccasicm ally  comes 
o u t f l a t f o o te d  f o r  f r e e  s i l v e r  c o in ag e , b u t endorses B la in e  and h is  
g o ld  bug v iew s , and Tom Heed and h is  h o s t i l i t y  to  th e  w hite  m e ta l, 
and keeps s ta n d in g  a t  th e  head o f  i t s  e d itc m ia l columns H a r r is o n 's  
tw add le  abou t an in te r n a t io n a l  m onetary ccm ference and an in te rn a ­
t i o n a l  f r e e  s i l v e r  co in ag e  law—a mess o f  r o t  to  s t i l l  th e  f e a r s  o f 
W all S t r e e t  go ld  bugs and to  fe ed  th e  hopes o f  s i l v e r  men.5
Z ib id . , March 5» 1990.
^ b i d * . June 8 , 1890.
4 o re a t F a l l s  T rib u n e . Septem ber 1 , 1891.
^ I b id . ,  May 15* 1892.
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I n  f ip ite  o f  th e  arabiguous s ta tem en ts  ap p earin g  in  th e  I n t e r  Moun-
o th e r  R epublicans jo u r n a ls ,  i t  seemed th a t  th e  Montana R epublican
p a r ty  would have to  ta k e  a  s ta n d  on th e  s i l v e r  i s s u e 9 i f  i t  were to  r e t a in
th e  su p p o rt o f  th e  v o te rs »  Because th e  R epublicans in  th e  w estern  s t a t e s
were lo u d e s t  in  t h e i r  d e c la r a t io n s  o f  a l le g ia n c e  t o  th e  w hite  m e ta l, th e
G rea t ] ^ l l s  (Rrlbune p re d ic te d  t h a t  th e  Montana o rg a n is a tio n  would n o t d a re
go b e fo re  th e  p eop le  o f  tb e  s t a t e  in  1892  w ith o u t a  p lan k  fo r  s i l v e r  in  
6
i t s  p la tfo rm »  I t  added th a t  M antle was f u l l y  co g n isan t o f  th e  sen tim en t 
w ith in  th e  s t a t e ;
Son* Lee M antle i s  a  v e ry  smooth p o l i t i c i a n  and f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
s i n c e r i t y  he w i l l  s i z e  up w ith  th e  average who tr im  t h e i r  s a i l s  to  
c a tc h  th e  p o p u la r  b re e z e . Mr. M antle i s  b e in g  groomed to  o u te r  th e  
ra c e  f o r  th e  g o v ern o rsh ip  in  th e  approach ing  campaign and th e  g e n t le ­
man lo s e s  no o p p o r tu n ity  to  a i r  h i s  s ^ t im e n t  and t i c k l e  th e  p opu la r 
min d . He knows th e  peop le  o f  Montana a re  overwhelm ingly in  fa v o r  o f  
f r e e  s i l v e r  co inage and th a t  no c a n d id a te  b e fo re  th e  e le c to r s  o f  th e  
s t a t e  w i l l  have a  g h o st o f  a  show a t  th e  p o l l s  who does n o t u n h e s i ta t ­
in g ly  and u n re se rv e d ly  d e c la re  f o r  th e  w h ite  m e ta l. T h e re fo re , upon 
ta k in g  th e  c lm ir  in  th e  re p u b lic a n  s t a t e  conven tion  y e s te rd a y , th e  
gentlem an h as ten e d  to  p la c e  h im s e lf  in  l i n e —n o t w ith  h is  p a r ty  ou t­
s id e  th e  m ining s t a t e s —b u t w ith  th e  sen tim en t o f  th e  people in  
Montana upon th e  s i l v e r  is s u e  *7
The T ribune had c o r r e c t ly  f o r e to ld  which co u rse  th e  Montana Repub­
l i c a n s  would fo llo w . Even th e  I n t e r  Ifemntaln in  1892 was fo rced  to  adm it 
t h a t  th e  R epub licans had no c a n d id a te  f o r  th e  p re s id e n cy  who was an avowed
ad v o ca te  o f  th e  f r e e  co in ag e  o f s i l v e r ,  and th a t  th e  E ast and th e  n a t io n a l
8le a d e r s  o f  th e  party were a g a in s t  i t .  The s t a t e  o rg a n iz a tio n , n e v e r th e le s s ,  
found i t  n e c e ssa ry  to  p la c e  a  p lank  f o r  s i l v e r  in  t h e i r  p la tfo rm .^
G ib id . . May 1 6 , I 8 9 1 .
7 lb id * . 10 , 1892.
2 , I 8 9 2 . The I n t e r  M ountain s a id  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  th e  
n a t io n a l  D m aocratic psrlgr was s im i la r .
% reat f a l l s  Tribune. May 1 0 , 1892.
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ltountain*ii somewhat amhiguous p o s i t io n  on s i l v e r  a l te r e d  
in  1893, and i t s  c o I u b b ib  teemed w ith  a r t i c l e s  on s i l v e r  and p r o te s t s  
a g a in s t  th e  a c t io n s  o f  th e  e a s te rn  "go ld  b u g s S ' i t h  a Democrat in  th e  
W hite H ouse, p o l i t i c a l  expw iiency made i t  advantageous to  em barrass th e  
adm in is t r a t i o n  on th e  s i l v e r  q u estio n *  I n t e r  Mountain s ta te d  t h a t  th e
r e a l  m otive in  th e  p r e s id e n t ’s c a l l i n g  an e x tra  s e s s io n  in  Augtwat, 1893, 
was to  r e p e a l  th e  Sherman s i l v e r  purchase a c t .  He d id  no t c a re  th a t  
f i f t y  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  m iners in  th e  West would be thrown out o f  employ­
ment in  b e h a lf  o f  W all S t r e e t ,  th e  In tm r M ountain in s i s te d .^ ^  I t  a ls o  
Charged th a t  th e  Democrats in  th e  p rev io u s House Had k i l l e d  two s i l v e r  
b i l l s — t h a t  th e  re e p m & sib ility  la y  w ith  th e  m a jo rity  p a r ty ,  even t h o u ^  
some fiepub licans had v o ted  a g a in s t  th e  b i l l s , T h e  S e n a te ’s r e f u s a l  to
s e a t  M antle e l i c i t e d  charges from th e  I n t e r  M ountain th a t  th e  gold  bugs
12and t h e i r  a l l i e s  were w orking to  reduce  th e  s e n a to r ia l  s i l v e r  vote*
By 1694, i t s  s i l v e r  a g i t a t i o n  had become f re n z ie d *  R are ly  a  day passed  
th a t  th e  I n t e r  M ountain d id  n o t c o n ta in  s e v e ra l  a r t i c l e s  on th e  co n tro ­
v e r s y .  The I n t e r  M ountain d e c la re d  "what t h i s  co u n try  needs most i s  th e  
f r e e  co in ag e  o f  s i l v e r , ’*^5 even aanounoed i t s  su p p o rt o f  S en ato r 
Donald Cameron o f  P e n n sy lv a n ia , a  b i m e t a l l i s t ,  f o r  th e  p r e s i d e n t  in  
1896.14
^O^x^ter M ountain. June 4 , 1893• 
l l l b i d * .  May 14. 1893-
l ^ I b id * * A ugust 2 3 , 1893• See a ls o  i b i d . . August 16, 27 , 1893*
A ta b u la t io n  o f  th e  v o te  in d ic a te s  th a t  o th e r  c o n s id e ra tio n s  a f fe c te d  
th e  v o te .  Cong. R ecord , 53 Cong*, 1 S eas* , p . 995*
l ^ I n te r  M ountain* Jan u ary  20 , 1894» See a ls o  ib id * .  January  3 ,
1894.
l^ibid.. February 6 , 1894* See also ibid.. l a r c h  1 , 2 ,  15 , 1894.
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In  a d d i t io n  to  e d i t o r i a l i z i n g  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain, M antle jo in ed  
s e v e r a l  o rg a n iz a tio n s  f o r  th e  d ieaera in a tio n  o f  in fo rm a tio n  on s i lv e r*  He 
was a  member o f  th e  Memtana F ree  Coinage A sso c ia tio n  and i t s  B u tte  a f f i l ­
i a t e )  which se rv ed  as  th e  propaganda ag en ts  f o r  th e  proponents o f s i lv e r *  
ï h i a  group d i s t r ib u t e d  th e  paanphlets o f  th e  R a tio n a l B i-M e ta llic  League» 
and ap p ears  to  have c o n tr ib u te d  f in a n c ia l ly  to  th e  s i l v e r  c a m p a i^ .
M an tle , w ith  many o f  th e  o th e r  B u tte  members o f  th e  F ree  Coinage A ssoc ia­
t i o n ,  a t te n d e d  th e  Bes Moines conven tion  o f  th e  B i-M e ta llic  League in
1894# sjnd were shocked to  d isc o v e r  t h a t  th e  P o p u lis ts  dom inated th e  m eet- 
16ing* The o tm se rv a tiv e  B u tte  busineasm en were e s p e o ia lly  h o r r i f i e d  to  
h e a r  one d e le g a te  d e c la re  t h a t  a l l  th e  go ld  and s i l v e r  should  be thrown 
in to  th e  o cean , and th e  government p r in t in g  p re sse s  pu t in to  o p e ra tio n  
a t  f u l l  sp e e d .
The y e a r  1894» was o f  paramount im portance in  M antle *e p o l i t i c a l  
c a r e e r .  For in  t h a t  y e a r ,  p rov idence combined th e  f a c to r s  to  b r in g  about 
th e  achievem ent o f h i s  g o a l— th e  TJhited S ta te s  Senate* A Dem ocratic admin­
i s t r a t i o n  had gu ided  th e  n a t io n  s in c e  1 8 9 ). As Americans have always 
blamed th e  p a r ty  in  power f o r  any economic u p h eav a l, th e  n a t io n a l  d ep res­
s io n  which had s t ru c k  a f t e r  th e  P an ic  o f  1893 was a t t r i b u te d  to  th e  Demo­
c ra ts *  I n  a d d i t io n ,  th e  p an ic  had c a ta p u lte d  th e  is s u e  o f b im e ta llism  to  
th e  f o r e f r o n t  b o th  in  Montana and th e  n a ticm .
T hus, to  th e  confused  p o l i t i c a l  a tn cep h e re  engendered by th e
^5 ib id * . Novmaber 13, 18 , 1893? F ebruary  27 , 28, 1894? June 1 , 1894«
^^The groups liant l e  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  in  Montana d id  n o t have a  
P o p u l is t  o r i e n ta t io n .  M antle jo in e d  w ith  mine owners and o th e r  b u s in e ss ­
men to  f i g h t  f o r  th e  w h ite  m e ta l.
l?S ee  tbA I n t e r  M ountain, March 1 , 9» 12, 27 , 2 8 , 1894. See a ls o  
th e  G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e , March 22 , 25 , 1894*
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C lark -D aly  f i g h t  over th e  lo c a tio n  o f  th e  c a p i t a l , wore added th e  a g i t a -  
t i o n  o f  th e  s i l v e r  fo rc e s  and th e  economic u n re s t  r e s u l t in g  from th e  de- 
IMpession. The e le c t io n  in  1894 prom ised to  be n o t on ly  e x c i t in g  bu t a ls o  
im p o rtan t to  th e  R epublicans • The I n t e r  Mountain in  August h in te d  a t  th e  
r e a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  cam paign. I t  d ec la red  th a t  " th e  v ery  e x is te n c e  
o f th e  re p u b lic a n  p a r ty ,  th e  p ro s p e r i ty  o f  th e  n a t io n ,  and th e  con tinued  
demand f o r  th e  w ool, le a d ,  co p p er, and s i l v e r  p ro d u c ts  o f  Montana may be 
dependent on th e  p o l i t i c a l  com plexion o f  th e  TJhited S ta te s  Senate."^®  I t  
shou ld  have added, how ever, t h a t  th e  com plexion o f  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a tu r e  
tfhioh would e l e c t  two U nited S ta te s  s e n a to rs  was a ls o  dependent on t h i s  
e le c t io n *
The campaign I t s e l f  was s u c c e s s fu l f o r  th e  R epub licans, and M antle 
was a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  v i c to r y . A nother im p o rtan t 
f a c to r  was th a t  th e  s t a t e  D em ocratic p a r ty  was s p l i t  due to  th e  C la rk - 
Daly f i g ^ t .  M antle was s e le c te d  as chairm an o f th e  s t a t e  c e n tr a l  committee 
a t  th e  R epublican  con v en tio n  a t  H elena in  Septem ber, and he l a id  th e  p lan s 
and la b o re d  to  see  them c a r r ie d  o u t .  He a g a in  eo^loyed th e  t a c t i c s  which 
had proved s u c c e s s fu l  in  1892. He s e n t th e  R epublican  can d id a tes  ou t on 
a  sp eak in g  to u r ,  and a l s o  stusqped th e  s t a t e  fo r  th e  t i c k e t .  The s lo g an  
was " b im e ta llism  and p r o te c t io n ,  n o t one b u t b o th ."  In  a d d i t io n , he com­
p i le d  and e d i te d  th e  campaign I n t e r  M ountain: one hundred thousand co p ies  
were d i s t r ib u t e d  to  th e  v o te r s  The e le c t io n  r e s u l te d  in  an overwhelming 
v ic to r y  f o r  th e  R e p u b lic an s . The R epublican  c a n d id a te s  fo r  C ongress and 
a s s o c ia te  j u s t i c e  o f  th e  supreme c o u rt were e le c te d ,  as w e ll as  f i f t y - s i x  
o u t o f  th e  s e v e n ty - fo u r  members o f  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  In  S i lv e r  Bow
^® In te r  M ountain. August 15, 1894*
l ^ I b i d . , O ctober 10, 1894; November 11 , 1894.
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co u n ty y th e  e n t i r e  t i c k e t  from s t a t e  s e n a to r  to  c o n s ta b le  was su c c e s s fu l 
M a n tle 's  d i r e c t io n  o f  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  R epublican  campaign as w e ll 
ae h is  s i l v e r  sen tim e n ts  were la rg e ly  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  h is  e le c t io n  as 
s e n a to r  th e  fo llo w in g  January* The B i l l in g s  O aze tte  s a id  th a t  th e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  would make no m is tak e  in  e l e c t in g  him to  th e  S enate  because o f h is  
a b i l i t y , h i s  s e rv ic e  to  th e  p a r ty ,  and h i s  sen tim en ts  on s i l v e r T h e  
P h il ip s b u rg  M ail c laim ed th a t  th e  R epublicans cou ld  repay  a  d eb t o f g r a t ­
i tu d e  by h is  e l e c t io n ,  euid th e  B i l l in g s  P o st a g r e e d T h u s ,  th e re  was 
w idespread  ap p ro b a tio n  when, on Jamuary 10 , th e  R epublican  caucus nominated
M antle on th e  f i r s t  b a l l o t .  The l e g i s l a tu r e  fo rm a lly  e le c te d  him on th e
23
s ix te e n th  o f  Jan u ary .
As a  s e n a to r  from  M ontana, M antle cou ld  be expected  to  tak e  c e r­
t a i n  s tan d s*  A f te r  h i s  e le c t io n  th e  G reat F a l l s  T ribune s ta te d  what was 
presum ably a  w id e ly -h e ld  o p in io n  o f  th e  new s e n a to r  when i t  d e c la re d  th a t  
"he can be r e l i e d  upon to  u se  h is  b e s t  e f f o r t s  to  f u r th e r  th e  cause o f  f re e  
co inage  and to  v o te  r i # i t  on a l l  o ccasio n s on which f in a n c e s  a re  th e  i s s u e . "%4
20aozeraan Avant C o u r ie r , c i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. December 5* 1694- 
^ ^ i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain* December 9 , 1894*
22philip sburg  M ail* c ite d  in  th e  In te r  Mountain, November 18, 1894- 
B i l l in g s  P o s t ,  c ite d  in  th e  In te r  Mountain* December 2 , 1894* The Helena 
I d . Sanders' o rgan , claim ed th a t  M antle was sen d in g  h is  lieu ten a n ts
ou t t o  e l e c t io n e e r .  H elena H e ra ld * c i te d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain* 
December 12 , 1894«
^^G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . January  10 , 17, 27 , 1895* The I n t« r  Moun-
L iv in g s to n  E n te rp r is e
(R e p .) ; Hftlena In d e p y id e o t. (Dera.); B u tte  T rib u n e , (R ep .) ; Correspondence 
Hew N o rth w est* (P o p .)? B u tte  B y s tan d e r. (P o p .) .T h o m a s  H. C a r te r  re c e iv e d  
th e  lo n g  te rm , and M antle re c e iv e d  th e  s h o r t  one.
^4@reat F a lls  Tribune. February 5 , 1895*
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Th® aooxiraoy o f  th e  T ribune * a p r e d ic t io n  was a p p a r a t ,  f o r  th e  freehman 
l e g i s l a t o r  found s i l v e r  th e  a l l - e n g ro s s in g  to p ic  when th e  Swxate convened 
in  Deoember, 1 8 ^ .  With th e  n a t io n a l  convent ions approx im ately  s ix  months 
away9 th e  b im e ta l l i s t s  in  th e  S enate  were u n u su a lly  a c t iv e .  Xmmediately 
^ t e r  th e  ohamber convened, th e  s i l v e r  men o f  a l l  p a r t i e s  made an a ttem p t 
to  o rg an ize  a  b i - p a r t i s a n  s i l v e r  group in  th e  S e n a te . A lth o u ^ i th e  p lan  
f a i l e d ,  i t  in d ic a te d  th a t  M antle, who was one o f th e  in te r e s te d  p a r t i e s ,  
was read y  to  ta k e  a c t io n  Independent o f  th e  w ishes o f  h is  p a r t y M a n t l e  
l a t e r  announced t h a t ,  w h ile  he was a  H epublican , he re se rv e d  th e  r ig h t  n o t 
to  be bound by any caucus a c t io n  when i t  came to  a c o n s id e ra tio n  o f th e  
s i l v e r  q u e s t io n . Whan asked w hether th e  Montana R epublicans would b o lt  a  
go ld  s ta n d a rd  c a n d id a te  o r  p la tfo rm , he s a id  w ithout h e s i ta t io n  th a t  th«gr 
undoubtedly  would
I t  was no s u r p r i s e ,  co n seq u en tly , th a t  M a n tle 's  maiden speech con­
cerned  th e  v o te  o f  th e  fo u r  R epublican  s i l v e r  se n a to rs  on th e  D in g ily  
t a r i f f  b i l l .  When proponents o f  th e  t a r i f f  had t r i e d  to  b r in g  th e  measure 
b e fo re  th e  S e n a te , th e  s i l v e r  b lo c  had d e fe a te d  th e  m otion to  co n s id e r i t .  
The R epublicans who had v o ted  a g a in s t  th e  b i l l  had been su b je c te d  to  v io ­
l e n t  c r i t i c i s m ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  R epublican  new jpapers in  th e  E a s t .  In  
a d d i t io n , P re s id e n t  C lev e lan d , in  a  speech b e fo re  a  m issionary  g a th e r in g  
in  JSew York C ity ,  bad a ls o  made d e ro g a to ry  s ta tem en ts  about th e  West.
25% bid., December 3 , 189$; l a t e r  M ountain. December 4 , 29, 1895. 
Those a t te n d in g  w ere; W. V. A lle n , N ebraska; J .  H. K yle, South Dakota;
W. A. P e f f e r ,  K ansas; W. M. S te w a r t, Hevada; P o p u l is t s .  B. R. T illm an , 
South  C a ro lin a , Dmmoorat. T . C . P r i tc h a r d ,  N orth C a ro lin a ; H. M. T e l l e r ,  
C olorado; and M antle , a l l  R ep u b lican s .
^ % re a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e . January  11 , 1896. The I n t e r  Mountain 
c a r r ie d  a  s p e c ia l  which d e c la re d  th a t  bo th  M antle and C a r te r  pu t th e  s i l v e r  
is s u e  b e fo re  even th e  R epublican  p a r ty  i t s e l f .  M antle f u r th e r  s ta te d  th a t  
th ey  took  t h i s  s ta n d  w ith  th e  f u l l  app roval o f  t h e i r  c o n s t i tu e n ts .
F ebruary  2 6 , 1896.
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Thoe, M antle was a o t in g  aa th e  epcAiesman f o r  th e  R epublican  b im e ta l l i s t s  
vhen he d e l iv e re d  h is  rem arks on A p ril 1 1 . He s a id  th a t  th e  s i l v e r  men 
had v o te d  a g a in s t  ta k in g  up th e  D ingley  b i l l  because i t  had no t been 
faramed w ith  a  view  to  w estern  i n t e r e s t s ,  and he den ied  th e  r i i ^ t  o f  th e  
e a s te rn  R epublicans to  re a d  th e  w estezn b im e ta l l i s t s  out o f th e  p a r ty .  
M oreover, a roused  by th e  d isp a ra g in g  rem arks o f  C leveland  on th e  W est, he 
a s s e r te d  t h a t  th e re  was more p o v e rty , ig n o ran ce , s q u a lo r ,  s ta rv a t io n ,  
c rim e , and o rim in a la  in  a  f iv e -m ile  ra d iu s  o f  C arnegie H all th a n  in  a l l  
o f th e  s i l v e r  s t a t e s  com bined, R e tu rn in g  ag a in  to  th e  s u b je c t  o f  s i l v e r ,  
he d e c la re d  t h a t  w h ile  he fav o red  t r u e  p r o te c t io n ,  he a ls o  favored  tru e  
b im e ta llism , th e  co in ag e  o f  b o th  go ld  and s i l v e r  a t  a  r a t i o  o f  16 to  1 .
He concluded h is  s ta te m e n ts  w ith  a  hope th a t  th e  f in a n c e  com m ittee would 
rem odel th e  t a r i f f  b i l l  by com bining b im e ta llism  and p ro te c t io n .^ ?  I t  was, 
in  e s sen c e , an u ltim atum  to  h i s  p a r ^  th a t  a  t a r i f f  b i l l  would n o t be 
passed  u n t i l  b im e ta llism  was f i r s t  s e c u re d .
%ie r e a c t io n  in  th e  West to  M an tle 's  speech was g e n e ra lly  fav o r­
a b le  • The Chicago I n t e r  Ocean d ec la red  th a t  he had n o t d isa p p o in te d  th e
28crowds eh io h  had f i l l e d  th e  S en ate  ohambw to  h e a r  him speak . The Denver 
Hews claim ed th a t  i t  was a  " m a tte r  o f  a  g re a t  d e a l o f  s a t i s f a o t i tm  to  know 
th a t  th e s e  w este rn  s e n a to r s  have been a b le  to  h o ld  t h e i r  own amid th e  storm  
o f  v i t u p é r â t i<m and abuse in  which th e y  found them selves a f t e r  t h e i r  v o te s  
on th e  D ingley  b i l l . " ^ ^  The G rea t F a l ls  Leader d e sc rib ed  M an tle 's  e f f o r t s  
a s  an "e lo q u e n t p le a  f o r  s i l v e r  and an a b le  d efen se  o f  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e
^ ?Cong. R ecord . 54 C ong., 1 S e s s . ,  p .  4229.
2 8 c ite d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. A p r i l  15 , 1896. The Chicago I n te r  
Ocean was a  H epublioan p a p e r.
^ ^C ited  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. A p ril 15» 1896» The Denver Hews 
was a  D em ocratic jo u r n a l .
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re p u b lic a n  s i l v e r  s e n a to r s " ;  and th e  Denver R epublican in s i s te d  th a t  th e  
s i l v e r  s t a t e s  would h o ld  th e  b a lan ce  o f  power on th e  t a r i f f  q u e s tio n  fo r  
a  d ec ad e , so  th a t  no t a r i f f  cou ld  be passed  u n t i l  b im e ta llism  had f i r s t  
been secured .^®
T his s t r u g g le  in  th e  S en ate  foreshadowed th e  s p l i t  which o ccu rred  
in  th e  R epublican  ran k s  in  18$6. In  th a t  y e a r ,  th e  f i r s t  r e a l  c leavage 
in  th e  R epublican  p a r ty  appeared , ac c o rd in g  to  W illiam  A llen  W h i t e . T h e  
m onetary q u e s tio n  was th e  m ajor so u rce  o f  th e  f r i c t i o n ,  and th e  d iv is io n  
was e v id en t on th e  lo c a l  as  w e ll as  th e  n a t io n a l  l e v e l . A lth o u ^  M antle 
rem ained in  W ashington, h i s  l ie u te n a n ts  c a r r ie d  on th e  f ig h t  f o r  s i l v e r  
w ith in  th e  s t a t e  o r g a n is a t io n .  At th e  county  conven tions which met in  May 
th r o u ^ o u t  Montana to  s e l e c t  d e le g a te s  to  th e  s t a t e  con v en tio n , th e  de­
b a te s  c e n te re d  around th e  s i l v e r  i s s u e .  The im p o rtan t q u es tio n  was whether 
o r  n o t th e  d e le g a te s  shou ld  be in s t r u c te d  to  "upport S enato rs M antle end 
C a r te r ,  and Congressman C h a rle s  S . Bartm an, a l l  s i l v e r  men. In  M an tle 's
own county  o f  S i lv e r  Bow, th e  " I r r e g u la r s "  o r b im e ta l l i s t s  won th e  prim a- 
32r i e s .  The county  co n v en tio n  f a i l e d ,  however, to  in c o rp o ra te  a  p lank in  
i t s  p la tfo rm  in d o rs in g  th e  s ta n d  f o r  s i l v e r  made by th e  th re e  men in  
C o n g r e s s A l t h o u g h  th e  s t a t e  co n v en tio n , which met in  B u tte , adopted a
^^Deaver R ep u b lican , c i te d  in  th e  I n te r  M otaitain. A p ril 15, 1896. 
G reat F S lls  L ead er, c i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. A p r i l  15 , 1896. For 
s im ila r  s ta te m e n ts  se e  th e  Denver Times, c i t r à  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain, 
A p ril  15, 1696} and th e  G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e . A p ril 11 , I 8 9 6 .
^ ^ i l l i a m  A lle n  W hite, The A utobiography o f  W illiam  A llen  W hite 
(hew York; The M acm illan Company, 1946), p . 2 7 4 .
^ % re a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e . May 7 , I 8 9 6 .
^^ Ib ld .a  May 8 , 10 , 1896. A f te r  M antle went to  th e  S e n a te , th e  
B u tte  p a r ty  was a g a in  t o m  by s t r i f e .  Two R epublican  t i c k e t s  were nom­
in a te d  in  th e  c i t y  e le c t io n  in  1895» C e r ta in  elem ents were opposed to  
C a r te r ,  so  th e  id io le  Montana d e le g a t io n  was re fu s e d  commendation in  I 8 9 6 .
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re so lu ti< œ  in  fa v o r  o f  s i l v e r  a t  1 6  to  1 , an o th e r  r e s o lu t io n  in s t r u c t in g  
th e  d e le g a te s  to  th e  n a t io n a l  conven tion  to  b o l t  i f  i t  re fu se d  to  sup p o rt 
a  s i l v e r  p la n k , l o s t  by an overW ielmlng v o te .  Kie convention  s e le c te d  toy 
acc lam atio n  th e  ocm greselonal d e le g a tio n —M antle, C a r te r ,  Hartsoan— as th re e  
o f  th e  s ix  d e le g a te s  to  th e  n a t io n a l  meet in g ,
When th e  h e p u b lic a n  n a t io n a l  conven tion  convened in  S t ,  Louis in  
June , i t  was q u ic k ly  ap p a re n t t h a t  Mark Hanna would have to  ag ree  to  a  
p la tfo rm  which d e c la re d  f o r  go ld  i f  he w ished to  have McKinley nom inated , 
C onsequen tly , as th e  new spapers had p re d ic te d  e a r l i e r ,  th e  w estern  s i l v e r  
d e le g a te s  were n o t g o ing  to  s i t  id ly  by , b u t were p repared  to  b o l t  th e  
p a r ty ,
The Montana d e le g a t io n , w ith  M antle as chairm an, had gone to  
S t .  L ouis u n in s t ru o te d ,  When i t  became c e r t a in  th a t  th e  convention  was 
go ing  to  p u t a  g o ld  p lank  in  th e  p la tfo rm , th e  d e le g a te s  from th e  w estern  
s i l v e r  s t a t e s  d ec id ed  to  u n i te  f o r  more e f f e c t iv e  a c t io n ,  Chily two d e le ­
g a t io n s ,  l&uatana end U tah , were d iv id e d . From Montana, Z-iaatle headed th e  
wing fa v o ra b le  to  b o l t in g ,  and C a r te r  th e  group which d e s ire d  to  s ta y  w ith  
th e  p a r ty .  Both men h e s i t a t e d  on f i n a l  a c t io n  because th ey  w ished to  p re ­
se rv e  harmony w ith in  th e  s t a t e  o rg a n iz a tio n . C a r te r  claim ed th a t  i t  would 
be j u s t  as  e f f e c t iv e  to  u t t e r  a  s tro n g  p r o te s t  a g a in s t  th e  ad o p tio n  o f  th e
^ ^ r e a t  ^W.1# T rib u n e . May 12 , 1896. George W. I r v in  had c a l le d  
Idle group to  o rd e r .
^ % in c e  he had c a p tu re d  th e  d e le g a tio n s  fr<xn th e  S ou th , th e  Ohio 
V a lley  and th e  G reat L akes, Hanna c o n tro l le d  enough v o te s  to  nom inate 
M cK in l^ , But Tom Reed, M cK inley 's m ajor c o a ^ e t i to r ,  and h is  f r ie n d s  
dom inated th e  p la tfo rm  com m ittee. T h e re fo re , Hanna had to  ag ree  to  g o ld . 
See W hite, o p .  c i t , . p .  275» The G reat F a l l s  T ribune d e c la re d  th a t  a l l  
th e  t e r r i t o r y  e a s t  o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i  and alm ost th e  e n t i r e  S ou th , tw enty- 
n ight  s t a t e s ,  e le c te d  members to  th e  r é s o l u t i<ms com m ittee and in s t ru c te d  
them to  v o te  f o r  g o ld . G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e . June 16 , 1896. For an op­
p o sin g  view o f th e  co n v en tio n , see  Matthew Josephs on, The P o l i t i c o s .  1865- 
1896 (New York* H aro o u rt, B race and Company, 1 9 )8 ) , pp . 6 4 6 - 0 6 I .
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go ld  p lsa k  ajod s t i l l  ro n a in  in  th e  co n v en tio n . M antle urged th a t  th e  
cmly co u rse  open to  th e  s i l v e r  men was to  leav e  th e  convention  in  c a se  i t  
should  d e c id e  upon a  c o u rse  a n ta g o n ie t ic  to  t h e i r  b e l i e f  s .  36
W ith in  th re e  d ay s , li&antle had changed h is  m i n d . 37 co n seq u en tly ,
when S en a to r  Hwoxy M. T e l l e r  o f  Colorado le d  th e  s i l v e r  men o u t o f  th e
co n v en tio n , Hartman was th e  on ly  Montana d e le g a te  to  accompany him . The
f iv e  o th e r  Memtana r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  s tay ed  In  t h e i r  s e a t s .  As so<m as th e
b o l te r s  had l e f t *  M antle secu red  reeogn iti< m  from th e  c h a i r .  He s ta te d :
I  d e s i r e  to  say  th a t  a  m a jo rity  o f  th e  d e le g a tio n  from th e  s t a t e  o f  
Montana have n o t f e l t  t h a t  under th e  c ircum stances su rround ing  t h i s  
ocoasicm , th e y  were j u s t i f i e d  in  a c tu a l ly  w alk ing  ou t from th e  con­
v e n t io n . (Coodt Good 1 ) B ut 1 o u s t s a y , in  d e fe ren ce  to  th e  w ishes 
and o p in io n s  o f  a  v a s t  m ajcm ity o f  th e  re p u b lic a n s  o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  
M ontana, th a t  we cannot g iv e  our app roval o r  our indorsem ent to  th e  
f in a n c ia l  p lan k  t h i s  day ad o p ted . . . .  I  have n ev er o a s t in  my l i f e  
axqrthing b u t a  re p u b lic a n  v o te ,  and 1 don*t want to  do i t  now i f  I  
can h e lp  i t ,  b u t we have come h e re  under e x p l i c i t  d i r e c t io n s ,  under 
s t r i c t  in s t r u c t io n s  from  th e  re p u b lic a n s  o f  our s t a t e .  would be 
f a l s e  t o  them and f a l s e  to  o u rse lv e s  i f  we d id  n o t s t a t e  t h e i r  p o s i­
t io n  and t h e i r  o b je c tio n s  a t  t h i s  tim e . • . . B u t, Mr. Chairman, 
w hatever th e  acti< m  o f  th e  d e le g a tio n  may be among i t s  in d iv id u a l 
members,  I  want to  say t h i s ,  t h a t  we re s e rv e  th e  r i g h t  as re p u b lic a n s  
o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  Montana to  accep t o r r e j e c t ,  a t  such tim e and such 
manner as  th e y  may d e te rm in e , th e  p la tfo rm  and can d id a te s  t h i s  day 
p la ced  b e fo re  them by t h i s  convent io n .3®
A f te r  th e  co n v en tio n  had ended in  an overwhelming v ic to ry  f o r  th e  
fo rc e s  o f  g o ld . M antle f e l t  o c m ^ lle d  to  e x p la in  why he had n o t jo in ed  
T e l l e r .  The I n t e r  M ountain rem arked on h is  b e h a lf  th a t  th e  a c tio n  o f th e  
s t a t e  co n v en tio n  in  v o tin g  down a  p ro p o s it io n  to  b o l t  was re s p o n s ib le  fo r  
th e  r o l e  p layed  by M antle and th s  o th e r s .  The d e le g a te s  had m erely fo llow ed 
th e  w ishes o f  th e  a m jo r ity  o f  th e  H epublicans o f  Montana when th ey
56(jreet F a l l s  T rib u n e . June 16 , 1896. One Montana d e le g a te  r e p re ­
sen ted  a  w ool-grow ing c o n s ti tu e n c y , and contended th a t  p ro te c t io n  was more 
i s ^ o r t s n t  th a n  b im e ta llis m .
37The G rea t F a l l s  T ribune l a t e r  d e c la re d  th a t  C a r te r  was r e s p o n s ib le .  
O ctober 13$ 1898.
58Great F a lls  Tribune. June 19 , 1896.
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re p u d ia te d  th e  gold  p lan k  and re se rv e d  th e  r i g h t  to  aeeep t o r  r e j e c t  th e  
platfoi^m  and c a n d id a te s  in  a  l a t e r  oonvmit ion  « I te n tle  a ffirm ed  h is
su p p o rt o f  th e  rem ainder o f  th e  R epublican  p la tfo rm . L a te r  th e  I n t e r  
M ountain e la b o ra te d  f u r th e r  on t h i s  r a th e r  lame ex p lan a tio n  o f M an tle 's  
a c t io n .  H is jo u rn a l  c laim ed th a t  th e  Montana go ld  R epublicans under 
Sanders were read y  to  d e c la re  f o r  go ld  i f  th e  a l t e r n a te s  were allow ed to  
occupy th e  s e a ts  o f  th e  d e le g a te s .  T h e re fo re , 3&mtle and th e  o th e rs  had 
to  rem ain in  t h e i r  s e a ts  to  p la c e  Montana in  th e  s i l v e r  column.40
"By h is  p o s t-c o n v e n tio n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  however. M antle appeared in  
th e  r o le  o f  a  s u p p o r te r  o f  a  D em ocratic s i l v e r  c a n d id a te . In  J u ly , M antle 
made th e  f a t e f u l  d e o ie io n  which p robab ly  a f fe c te d  h is  f u tu re  p o l i t i c a l  
c a re e r  more th an  any o th e r  he ev e r made. At th e  conven tion  he had pub­
l i c l y  re s e rv e d  h is  r i g h t  to  a ccep t o r r e j e c t  bo th  th e  p la tfo rm  and th e  
c a n d id a te s  o f  th e  R epub lican  p a r ty .  In s te a d  o f r e tu r n in g  home. M antle 
rem ained in  th e  E aat w ith  th e  o th e r  s i l v e r  R epublioans to  use h is  in f lu en c e  
to  se cu re  th e  D em ocratic p r e s id e n t ia l  nom ination  f o r  T e l l e r .  The s i l v e r  
men hoped th a t  th e  Democrats would nom inate th e  Colorado se n a to r  in  o rd e r 
to  p ro v id e  a  s u i t a b le  fu s io n  c a n d id a te .41 The Democrats a t  Chicago 
nom inated V/1111am Jenn ings B ryan, h o w e v e r  .42
39 ln te r  M ountain. June 19» 1896.
4% b id . .  June 21 , 1896.
41%bid. . June 28 , 1896. The B i l l in g s  G a z e tte  wondered where 
M antle s to o d  p o l i t i c a l l y  a f t e r  T e l le r  fo rm a lly  renounced th e  R epublican  
p a r ty .  T his " s t a lw a r t” jo u rn a l  a l s o  sp e c u la te d  on M an tle 's  f u tu r e  course 
o f  a c t io n ,  as  a  s e n a to r  would be e le c te d  two y e a rs  h en ce . June 50, 1896.
42The B i l l in g s  G a z e tte , a  go ld  R epublican  p ap e r, charged th a t  
M antle s a t  cxn th e  p la tfo rm  a t  th e  D em ocratic co n v en tio n . I t  d is l ik e d  th e  
s p e c ta c le  o f  th e  c h a ira a n  o f  th e  s t a t e  R epublican c e n t r a l  committee u s in g  
him In f lu e n c e  to  se c u re  a  D em ocratic ca n d id a te  «ho would win th e  e le c t io n .  
J u ly  10 , 1896.
On June 50, th e  G az e tte  had d e c la re d  t h a t  M antle was in c o n s is te n t
" " 108—
U au tle  d id  n o t a c tu a l ly  b o l t  th e  R epublican  t i c k e t  u n t i l  th e  l a t ­
t e r  p a r t  o f  J u ly . On J u ly  21 , 1896, M antle jo in ed  a  number of w estern  
s i l v e r  R epublicans In  s ig n i ng th e  famous M anitou d e c la ra t io n  In  which t h ^  
announced th a t  th ey  would su p p o rt Bryan and Sew all f o r  p re s id e n t and 
v ic e  p r e s id e n t . They enqihaslsed th a t  th e  D em ocratic p a r ty  had nom inated 
c a n d id a te s  fa v o ra b le  to  s i l v e r . 4 )
On Septem ber 2 5 , th e  I n t e r  M ountain p laced  th e  names o f  Bryan and 
Sew all a t  th e  head o f i t s  e d i t o r i a l  columns.44
M antle must have r e a l i z e d  th a t  h is  d e c is io n  to  b o lt  th e  p a r ty  
would be f a t e f u l .  B o l te r s  a re  r a r e ly  reg ard ed  w ith  a f f e c t io n  by th e  reg u ­
l a r  members o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty .  Iftm tle , th e  shrewd and am bitious p o l i ­
t i c i a n ,  was no n o v ic e , and must have been f u l ly  aware o f th e  consequences « 
As th e  R epublican  B i l l in g s  G a z e tte  had a s s e r te d  e a r l i e r :
Mr. M antle i s  a t  p re se n t w orking a g a in s t  th e  in t e r e s t s  o f  th e  
p a r ty  which has made him , and by rea so n  o f  b e in g  a  b e n e f ic ia ry  o f  
th a t  p a r ty  w i l l  be h e ld  to  a  s t r i c t  a c c o u n ta b il i ty  by i t s  members fo r  
h is  a c t io n s .45
I f  M antle had been a  low ly  p a r ty  w orker in  search  o f p o l i t i c a l  advance­
m ent, h ie  a c t io n  would have been more u n d e rs ta n d a b le . M antle, however, 
was n o t o n ly  chalrm in  o f  th e  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  com m ittee, b u t he was a ls o  th e
in  s e v e ra l  m a tte r s .  He endorsed H artm an 's b o l t ,  w h ile  ad m ittin g  th a t  th e  
d e le g a tio n  to  S t .  Louis had no j u s t  i f  i c a t  ion  in  b o l t in g .  He a ls o  s a id  he 
would r e f e r  th e  q u e s tio n  to  h is  c o n s t i tu e n ts  and l e t  them decide w hether 
o r n o t th « ^  would su p p o rt M cKinley. B efore h i s  c o n s t i tu e n ts  spoke he 
espoused th e  nom ination  o f T e l l e r ,  and tu rn e d  h is  in f lu e n c e  a g a in s t 
îücK inley. June 50 , 1896.
45(îreat P a l l s  Tribune. Ju ly  21 , 1896.
44on Ju ly  2 5 , th e  G reat P a l l s  T ribune had observed th a t  th e  I n te r  
M ountain had tak en  a  s ta n d  in  fa v o r  o f  s i l v e r  and B ryan, and th a t  th e  
B u tte  R epub licans would do l ik e w is e .  Ju ly  2 5 , 1896.
4 5 B illin g s  G a zette . July 5 , 1896.
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H ttpabllcan U nited  S ta te s  S e n a to r . B efore he f i n a l l y  b o lte d , th e  Q aae tte  
had hoped M antle would th in k  o f  h is  p a r ty  t
I t  i s  p l a in 9 t h a t  M antle has n o t only  tak en  advantage o f  th e  
numerous p o s i t io n s  o f  honor and t r u s t  co n fe rred  upon him by h is  p a r ty ,  
b u t t h a t  he  has a ls o  m is re p re sen te d  th a t  p a r ty .  A side from th e  f a c t  
t h a t  a  dem oorat h as  no b u s in e ss  to  a c t  as  ahaiirman o f a re p u b lic a n  
com m ittee, i t  would be d ish o n o ra b le  f o r  him to  use  th e  power co n fe rred  
upon him by th e  re p u b lic a n  p a r ty  to  a id  in  d e fe a t in g  i t ,  and Mr.
M antle w i l l  n o t fo rsa k e  th e  p a th  o f  honor to  g a in  a  tem porary p o l i t i c a l
ad v an tag e . 4b
The q u e s tio n  a r i s e s  as  to  what m otives proaqpted M antle to  b o l t  h is  
p a r ty .  I t  seems h a rd ly  p o s s ib le  th a t  th e  s i l v e r  is s u e  in  i t s e l f  was so 
im portan t t h a t  a  man would fo rsa k e  h is  p a r ty  a l le g ia n c e ,  a lth o u g h  in  some 
in s ta n c e s  a  cause can become a  c r u s a d e . E v e n  though B u tte  was th e  cen­
t e r  o f  th e  s i l v e r  a g i t a t io n  w ith in  th e  s t a t e ,  and M antle was always th e  
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  B u t t e 's  i n t e r e s t s ,  a  compromise p o s i t io n  such as th a t  
tak en  by C a r te r  would have been s a t i s f a c to r y  to  th e  m a jo rity  o f  th e  p a r ty  
m em b ers .^  C o nsequen tly , poor p o l i t i c a l  judgment msy have r e s u l t e d  in  h is  
b reak in g  away from th e  p a r ty .  In  th e  Montana P r o te s t ,  is su e d  im m ediately 
a f t e r  th e  n a t io n a l  conven tion  by th e  members o f  th e  Montana d e le g a tio n  who 
had n o t b o l te d ,  one o f  th e  c la u se s  s t a t e d  th a t  "we a re  profound ly  im pressed 
w ith  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  ad o p tio n  o f a  go ld  p lank  and th e  abandonment o f  
b im e ta llism  must so o n er o r  l a t e r  b r in g  th e  grand o ld  re p u b lic a n  p a r ty  to  
d e f e a t . ”49 i t  i s  a l s o  p o s s ib le  th a t  M a n tle 's  am bition  m isled  him as to
4% b i d . .  J u ly  24 , 1896. The Gas e t  t e  had e a r l i e r  a s s e r te d  t h a t
M antle was to o  good a  men f o r  th e  R epublican  p a r ty  to  lo s e .  June ) 0 ,  1896,
^^ I b i d . . June 50 , 1896. T his joun&al in s i s te d  t h a t  M an tle 's
en thusiasm  f o r  s i l v e r  had warped h is  judgm ent.
48%t i s  d o u b tfu l t h a t  many b e lie v e d  M a n tle 's  s ta tem en t th a t  he had 
b o lte d  th e  p a r ty  on ly  on th e  s i l v e r  p la n k . He i n s i s t e d ,  however, th a t  he 
s t i l l  b e lie v e d  in  such  R epublican  p r in c ip le s  as " p ro te c t io n ."
49Great F a lls  Tribune, June 19 , 1896.
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th e  fo rc e  o f  th e  s i l v e r  sen tim en t in  th e  s t a t e  and th e  n a t iw i .  On th e  
o th e r  hand , i f  M antle had judged c o r r e c t ly ,  he would undoubtedly  have been 
th e  fo rem ost R epublioan  le a d e r  in  th e  s t a t e . F i n a l l y ,  i t  i s  hlflflaly pos­
s ib l e  t h a t  th e  s i l v e r  R epublican  movement in  Montana was a id ed  and a b e tte d  
by Marcus Daly in  an a ttem p t to  r e g a in  h is  c o n tro l  o f  s t a t e  p o l i t i c s  a f t e r  
h is  d e fe a t  in  1894* T hus, M antle * a f r ie n d s h ip  and h is  g r a t i tu d e  to  Daly
f o r  a id  i n  j^ e v io u s  e l e o t i w s  may have been p a r t i a l l y  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  h is
51d e f e c t io n .  M antle taay &gain have been Daly*s to o l .
W hether M antle was to  rem ain  a  r e g u la r  R epub lican , o r w hether he 
and th e  s i l v e r  R epublicans would form a  new group was determ ined  in  
Septem ber, b e fo re  th e  s t a t e  conven tion  m et, th e  R epublioan  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  
com m ittee h e ld  a  conferenoe in  B u tte  to  d e v ise  some means, i f  p o s s ib le ,  by 
which th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  in  th e  s t a t e  cou ld  rem ain a  s in g le  e n t i t y .  The 
s t a t e  com m ittee recommended th a t  th e  conven tion  nom inate an  e n t i r e  s t a t e  
t i c k e t .  A f te r  th e  t i c k e t  had been s e le c te d ,  th e  s i l v e r  R epub licans, w hether 
thby were in  th e  m a jo r i ty  o r  m in o r ity , would w ithdraw  and perm it th e  
MoKinldy R epublicans to  nom inate M cK in l^  e le c to r s  and a  can d id a te  f o r  
C o n g r e s s . A  co n c erted  e f f o r t  was made a t  t h i s  m eeting  to  o u s t àbm tle
5 % th e r  isqoortan t R epublicans such as  Sanders and C a r te r  d id  n o t 
s h a re  M a n tle 's  en thusiasm  f o r  s i l v e r .  C a r te r  had s ig n e d  th e  Montana Pro­
t e s t ,  b u t l a t e r  d e c la re d  th a t  McKinley was d e s tin e d  to  win th e  e le c t io n .  
T h e re fo re , he added t h a t  th e re  was no advantage to  be gained  from  sup­
p o r t in g  a  s i l v e r  c a n d id a te .  Sanders always rem ained a  s tro n g  gold  man.
Thus, when th e  i n t e r e s t  i n  s i l v e r  d e c lin e d , th ey  s t i l l  rem ained prom inent 
le a d e rs  in  th e  s t a t e  o rg a n iz a t io n .
^^While o th e r  D em ocratic papers supported  M antle and Hartm an, th e  
B u tte  y-iwoy abused them b o th . Under norm al c irc u m sta n c e s , i t  shou ld  have 
been g la d  to  se e  th e  R epub lican  p a r ty  s p l i t ,  a s  such a  c leav ag e  would h e lp  
th e  D em ocratic c a u se . See th e  G rea t F a l ls  T rib u n e . A ugust 12, 1896.
^^G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . August 6 , 1896. T h is pu t th e  s i l v e r  
R epub licans in  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  b o l t e r s .
- l i l ­
as  chairm an o f  th e  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  com m ittee. As he re fu s e d  to  r e s ig n ,  th e re  
was a f i e r c e  c o n te s t .  A lthough he s t i l l  r e ta in e d  h is  p o s i t io n  idien th e  
m eeting  ended, th e  B i l l in g s  G a se tte  charged th a t  on ly  h is  own v o te  and 
th a t  o f  George W. I r v in  had k ep t him in  as  chairman* I f  M antle con tinued  
in  t h i s  p o s i t io n ,  I t  would mean th a t  he would conduct th e  R epublican 
campaign w h ile  w orking f o r  th e  su ccess  o f  Bryan e le c to r s .^ ^
When th e  s t a t e  con v en tio n  convened in  H elena on Septem ber 10,
M antle and th e  s i l v e r  men were I n i t i a l l y  v ic to r io u s  as th e  conven tion  
v o ted  to  s e a t  th e  G ap lice  H a ll d e le g a tio n  from 3 i lv « r  B ow  c o u n t y . E v e n  
though th e  s i l v e r  men formed th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  con v en tio n , th e  compro­
m ise su ggested  by th e  s t a t e  com m ittee was c a r r ie d  o u t .  Thus, th e  s i l v e r  
B epublloans were p la ced  in  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  b o l te r s  « While M antle emerged 
from th e s e  p roceed in g s a s  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  s i l v e r  R ep u b lican s, he had 
l o s t  h ie  s t a tu s  in  th e  r e g u la r  H epublican  p a r ty ;  th e  go ld  R epublioans had 
named a  new chairm an o f  th e  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  com mittee
When th e  e l e c t io n  was o v e r , th e  re c o rd s  in d ic a te d  th a t  Montana 
had v o ted  overw helm ingly f o r  s i l v e r .  In  t h i s  campaign th e  gold  R epublicans
5 3 B iiiin g e  G a s e t te . August 7» 1396.
^^G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . Septem ber 10, 1896. The R epublican county  
conven tion  had ended in  tu rm o il w ith  th e  two wings o f th e  p a r ty  each naming 
d e le g a te e  to  th e  s t a t e  co n v e n tio n . M antle*s g roup , known as th e  C ap llce  
H a ll co n v en tio n , were th e  b o l t e r s .  The o ld  p a r ty  s tan d -b y s  belonged to  
t h i s  f a c t io n .  M a n tle 's  ad v e rsa ry  in  S i lv e r  Bow, Couch, led  th e  o th e r  d e le ­
g a t io n .  See th e  I n t e r  M ountain. Septem ber 6 , 1896; B i l l in g s  G a s e tte . 
O ctober 30 , 1896.
^% he S i lv e r  R epublicans nom inated C h arles  S . Hartman f o r  co n g ress­
man, and p u t th e  Bryan e le c to r s  on t h e i r  b a l l o t .  In  an In ju n c tio n  s u i t  be­
fo re  th e  Supreme C ourt to  de term ine  w hether th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans could 
ap p ear on th e  b a l l o t ,  M antle was one o f  th e  p r in c ip a l  w itn e sse s . He gave 
th e  h i s to r y  o f  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  p a r ty  a t  th e  l a t e  s t a t e  co n v en tio n , and 
answered en d le ss  q u e s t io n s .  The c o u r t  th e n  is su e d  a  permanent in ju n c tio n  
r e s t r a i n i n g  th e  county  c le r k s  from p u t t in g  th e  S i lv e r  H epublioan nominees 
on th e  o f f i c i a l  b a l l o t .  See th e  G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . O ctober 18, 2 0 , 23 , 
1896; I n t e r  M ountain. O ctober 18 , 1896.
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atood  a lo n e . The D em o cra tio -P o p u lis t oooibination nom inated ca n d id a te s  
fo r  governor and th e  r e s t  o f  th e  s t a t e  t i c k e t ,  bu t supported  C h arles S . 
Hartman f o r  h ie  s ta n d  on s i l v e r .  Hartman, th e  c a n d id a te  o f th e  S i lv e r  
R epublioans f o r  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e ,  re c e iv e d  a  v o te  o f  33,932 to  9,482 f o r  th e  
r e g u la r ,  g o ld -s ta n d a rd  c a n d id a te . R obert B. Sm ith , th e  D em ocratic- 
P o p u lis t  c a n d id a te  f o r  g o v ern o r, was a ls o  v i c t o r i o u s . ^  As th e  e n t i r e  
R epublican  s t a t e  government had been d e fe a te d  by th e  Democrat-f^cpul i s t s , 
th e  o ld  guard  R epublicans h e ld  M antle and Bartman la r g e ly  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  
t h e i r  d e f e a t . I t  must be remembered, however, th a t  1896 was th e  y e a r  
f o r  s i l v e r  in  th e  West and , i n  t h i s  in s ta n c e , Montana was b u t fo llo w in g  
th e  t r e n d .
M an tle ts  i n t e r e s t  in  s i l v e r  la s te d  a f t e r  th e  e le c t io n  o f 1896, 
although) i t s  s t r e n g th  as a  movement and i t s  v a lu e  a s  an is s u e  receded  w ith  
s u r p r i s in g  r a p i d i t y .  He con tin u ed  th roughou t th e  r e s t  o f  h is  s e n a to r ia l  
c a re e r  to  be one o f  i t s  le a d in g  p ro p o n en ts , and th e  e le c t io n  o f  1698 
found him a  prom inent s i l v e r i t e .  I n  f a c t ,  u n t i l  1900, M antle rem ained a 
b i m e t a l l i s t ,  and h is  new spaper one o f  th e  s t ro n g e s t  advocates o f s i l v e r .
The in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  s i l v e r  is s u e  in  M a n tle 's  c a re e r  cannot be 
u n d e re s tim a te d . He became a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  movement e a r ly  when th e  
m ining men o f  B u tte  m an ife s ted  a  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s u b je c t . B u t, id ii le  
th e  H a rriso n  a d m in is tra t io n  was in  th e  W hite House, be and th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
Montana R epub licans were p laced  in  an em barrassing  p o s i t io n .  As p o l i t i c i a n s  
in  a  s i lv e r -p ro d u c in g  s t a t e ,  th e y  found i t  n ec e ssa ry  to  su p p o rt th e  i s s u e .  
Yet th e  n a t io n a l  a d m in is tra t io n  and many o f  th e  p a r ty  le a d e rs  were h o s t i l e
^ ^ o n n e l ly ,  o n . o ^ t . ,  pp . 206 , 2 0 7 .
^ ^ B ill in g s  G a s e t te , November 17? 1896. The S i lv e r  R epublicans 
s e le c te d  t h e i r  own county  t i c k e t  in  S i lv e r  Bow, id iich  f u r th e r  s p l i t  th e  
v o te  in  th a t  co u n ty . I b id . . Septem ber 18, 1896.
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t o  th e  w h ite  m etal* T h is  paxadox ica l p o s i t io n  was r e l ie v e d  when a  Demo­
c r a t  became p re s id e n t  in  1893* The d ep re ss io n  which fo llow ed th e  Panic 
o f 1893 allow ed s i l v e r  men, l i k e  M antle , to  charge th e  a n t i—s i l v e r  
p o l ic ie s  o f th e  C leveland  a d m in is tra t io n  w ith  th e  f a i l u r e  o f th e  co u n try  
to  recover*
The P an ic  $ th e  en su in g  d e ^ e s s io n  which h r o u ^ t  in  i t s  wake an 
a n t ip a th y  tow ard th e  D em ocrats, and th e  s i l v e r  is s u e  a l l  oombined to  a id  
th e  R epublicans in  th e  e le c t io n  o f  1894* In  Montana, M antle le d  th e
p a r ty  to  v ic to ry *  H is r o l e  as  a  s i l v e r i t e  aa w ell as h is  s u c c e s s fu l ad­
m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  oampaign r e s u l te d  in  h is  e le c t io n  to  th e  S en a te  in  
Jan u ary , 1895*
As a  s e n a to r ,  he soon ^ v e  ev idence th a t  th e  s i l v e r  is s u e  was 
more in ^ o r ta n t  to  him th an  th e  p a r ly .  In  v o tin g  a g a in s t  th e  D ingley 
t a r i f f ,  he  foreshadow ed h i s  r o le  a t  th e  R epublican  conven tion  in  1896* 
A l.th o u ^  he d id  n o t b o l t  th e  oonvention  w ith  th e  o th e r  s i l v e r  men, he 
re se rv e d  f o r  h im s e lf  th e  r i ^ t  o f  independent a c t io n .  That summer he 
axmounoed h is  su p p o rt o f  &pysm, th e  D em ocratic b im e ta l l i s t ,  ag a in  in d i ­
c a t in g  th a t  s i l v e r  was more im p o rtan t to  him th a n  th e  party*  S i lv e r  had
become such  a  mania t h a t  he w i l l in g ly  a s s i s te d  in  th e  d e fe a t  o f  th e
R epublioans in  Montana by h ie  fo rm atio n  o f  th e  S i lv e r  R epublican  p a r ty .  
Because he was p a r t l y  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  lo s s  o f th e  s t a t e  government 
to  th e  D e m o c ra tie -P ep u lis t t i c k e t ,  he earned  th e  enm ity o f th e  o ld  guard 
R epublioans which was to  p lague him f o r  th e  rem ainder o f  h is  p o l i t i c a l  
c a r e e r .
CHâPTBR VI 
TH3 MDHTAHA SSKATOE
Fundasicm tally y th e re  a re  two c o n tra s t  Ing  sch o o ls  of thought 
re g a rd in g  th e  r o le  o f  a  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  p eo p le . One d e c la re s  th a t  
he shou ld  he m erely  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  h i s  c o n s t i tu e n ts .
The o th e r  I n s i s t s  th a t  he should  he an Independent ag en t who depends on 
h is  own judgment f o r  d e c is io n s  in  m a tte rs  o f im portance. Â study  o f 
M a n tle 's  e n t i r e  c a re e r  in d ic a te s  th a t  he adhered to  th e  f i r s t  jd iilo sophy . 
M a n tle 's  re c o rd  as a  s e n a to r  I l l u s t r a t e s  h is  rem arkable co n s is te n c y  w ith  
r e s p e c t  to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  M ontana. In  h is  eag ern ess to  conform to  th e  
w ishes o f  h i s  c o n s t i tu e n t s , h is  ae ticm s on m a tte rs  in v o lv in g  th e  w e lfa re  
o f  h i s  s t a t e  were e n t i r e ly  p r e d ic ta b le .  The d e s i r e  to  p e rp e tu a te  h im se lf  
in  o f f ic e  was undoubted ly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  h is  la c k  o f independence as a  
p o l i t i c i a n .
A lthough s i l v e r  was th e  prim ary  p o l i t i c a l  concern o f  many Montan­
ans in  th e  1 8 9 0 's , th e  o ld  R epublican  d o c tr in e  o f  th e  t a r i f f  was s t i l l  o f  
v i t a l  im portance in  some c i r c l e s .  M a n tle 's  f ig h t  in  th e  S enate  f o r  f r e e  
s i l v e r  undoubted ly  found app ro v al in  B u tte  as w e ll as in  th e  farm  a rea s  
which fav o red  th e  w h ite  m e ta l . But h is  r o le  a s  a  b im e ta l l i s t  angered 
a n o th e r  la rg e  and inqportant group o f  R epublicans in  th e  s t a t e ,  th e  e a s te rn  
woolgprowers .
As a  lo y a l  R ep u b lican , M antle had long  been a su p p o rte r  o f  th e  
t a r i f f .  The I n t e r  M ountain had d e c la re d  ap p ro v in g ly  th a t  " fo r  t h i r t y  
y e a rs  th e  s t a t e  re p u b lic a n  p a r ty  has s to o d  up and demanded p ro te c t io n  o f
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Amerioan i n d u s t r i e s . ”^ But when s i l v e r  became th e  a l l - a b s o rb in g  to p ic  in
I 8 9 6 , M antle a llow ed  th e  t a r i f f  to  be pushed in to  a  secondary p o s i t io n .
He s t a t e d  t h a t  " th e re  n ev e r had been a  moment s in c e  I  became se n a to r  th a t
X have n o t been determ ined  t h a t , so  f a r  as wy v o te  and in f lu e n c e  w ent,
th e re  sh o u ld  be no p r o te c t iv e  l e g i s l a t i o n  u n le ss  f r e e  s i l v e r  went w ith  
2
I t . ” Such s ta te m e n ts  d is tu rb e d  th e  e a s te rn  ra n c h e rs , and th ey  demanded
a c t io n  on an a l t e r e d  t a r i f f  on w ool. Ae th e  G reat F a l ls  Ifribune somewhat
humorously remaricedt
fh e  s i n  o f  th e  s e n a to r  i s  h ie  d e c la r a t io n  th a t  j u s t  a t  th e  p re s ­
e n t tim e , th e  q u e s tio n  o f f r e e  co inage i s  o f more im portance th a n  
t h a t  o f  t a r i f f .  M antle ' id b e t t e r  look ou t f o r  h ie  fe n c e s . I f  e a s t ­
e rn  Montana s t a r t s  in  to  d is f ig u r e  them th ey  w il l  look  as though a
cyc lone  had been th a t  way
Always a  p o l i t i c i a n  t r a in e d  to  be aware o f  p o p u la r se n tim e n t. M antle un­
doub ted ly  r e a l i s e d  th a t  he would have to  m o llify  h is  e a s te rn  c o n s t i tu e n ts ,  
in  o rd e r  to  re c o v e r  t h e i r  supp<nrt.
M antle found h is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  f i ^ t  f o r  th e s e  woolgrowers irtien 
Congress reconvened In  Deoember, I 8 9 6 . I n  th e  e le c t io n  th a t  f a l l ,
McKinley and th e  go ld  p lank  had swept th e  co u n try . G o n eeq u w tly , th e  
G rea t F a l l s  f r ib u n e  ex p la in e d  th a t  e h l l e  i t  was i d l e  to  expect any s i l v e r  
l e g i s l a t i o n  in  th e  1896-97 s e s s i m ,  i t  was l ik e ly  th a t  th e  t a r i f f  would be 
th e  m ijo r  i s s u e .  A lthough th e  H epublioan s i l v e r  s r a a to re  were in v i te d  to  
r e jo in  th e  p a r ty ,  th e y  chose to  rem ain  as  " i n d e p e n d e n t s f h i s  would
allow  them freedom  o f  a c t io n  in  re g a rd  to  th e  t a r i f f . ^
^ I n te r  M ountain. Jannaxy 8 , 1894*
% e  made t h i s  s ta tem en t to  th e  Bryan F ree S i lv e r  C lub. B i l l in g s  
G a z e tte . J u ly  15» 1896.
% r e a t  F a l la  T rib u n e . June 11 , 1896.
^ I b i d .« December 9 , 1896.
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fiven b e fo re  th e  t a r i f f  came up in  th e  S e n a te , th e re  were in d io a*  
t io n s  t h a t  M antle was go ing  to  s u i^ o r t  a  p ro te c ti< m is t m easure• In  
F eb ru a ry , 1897» he p re se n te d  to  th e  S enate  r e s o lu t io n s  adopted a t  a  meet­
in g  o f  th e  ï</oolgrowezns ' A sso c ia tio n  o f  M ontana, In  su b m ittin g  them he 
d e c la re d  t h a t  Montana s to o d  a t  th e  head o f  th e  woolgrowing s t a t e s  and, 
th e r e f o r e ,  he asked th a t  th e s e  r e s o lu t io n s  be p r in te d  in  th e  reco rd*^
L a te r  i n  March, S e n a to r R ichard  F . P e ttig re w , a  s i l v e r  Republioan from 
S outh  D akota, d e c la re d  th a t  th e  fo u r  s i l v e r  R ep u b lican s, in c lu d in g  M antle, 
would n o t h in d e r  th e  ad o p tio n  o f  a  p ro te c t iv e  t a r i f f  law .^  M oreover, 
M an tle*8 organ d e c la re d  th a t  th e  e a s te rn  s t a t e s  which wanted f r e e  raw 
m a te r ia ls  b u t a  t a r i f f  on m anufactured goods were in  f o r  a  s u r p r i s e . 7
One h i s t o r i a n  has d e sc r ib e d  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  tech n iq u e  o f th e
t a r i f f  r a th e r  c l e a r ly .  He d e c la re d :
• • • th e  te c h n iq u e  o f  lo b b y in g  by s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t s  and lo g r o l l in g  
by p o l i t i c i a n s  had reach ed  a  h i ^  p o in t in  th e  1890*s. The fram ing 
o f  a  t a r i f f  b i l l  i s  th e  g re a t  hour o f th e  p o l i t i c i a n ;  a f e v e r  pos­
s e s s e s  him; th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  m il l  g r in d s  ou t i t s  d eb a te  amid mounting 
exc item en t and co n fu sio n ; p a s s io n a te  d is p u te s ,  p a rliam en ta ry  maneuvers, 
aw rpb ises and am busoades, succeed each o th e r  .8
A c tu a lly , t h i s  d e s o r lp t io n  o f  th e  p o l i t i c i a n  in  Congress f i t t i n g  fo r  th e
i n t e r e s t s  o f  h i s  c o n s t i tu e n ts  m l ^ t  have been w r i t te n  about M antle.
When th e  S i n g l y  t a r i f f  b i l l  was re p o rte d  from th e  House, M antle 
im m ediately  became invo lved  in  a  ru n n in g  d eb a te  w ith  th e  se n a to rs  from th e  
m anufao tu ring  a re a s  o f  th e  M o rth ea s t. The G reat F a l l s  T ribune h ea d lin ed : 
"mSTLS IS TRUE. M ontana’s  S i lv e r  S en a to r Has Begun th e  F fgiit f o r  Wool­
grow ers o f  th e  Land. ON THE FLOOR OF THE SENATE. Hoar R esen ts C r i t ic is m
5Con&. R ecord . 54 C ong., 2 S e a s . ,  p . 2120.
% r e a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e* March 13» 1897»
W inter M ountain* A p r i l  8 , 1897»
®Josephson, o p .  c i t . # p .  524»
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o f  th e  MamufacturerB a t  Woolen Goods—L iv e ly  Debate.**^ M antle in s i s t e d  
th a t  th e  marrufa o tu re r s  wanted a  low d u ty  on raw wool and h i ^  p ro te c t iv e  
d u t ie s  on th e  f in is h e d  p r o d u c t s I n  resp o n se  to  M an tle’s s ta tem en t on 
th e  aims o f  th e  wool m a n u fa c tu re rs , S en a to r George F . H oar, a  R epublican  
from M assach u se tts , s a id  t h a t  he hoped b o th  th e  w este rn  producers and th e  
e a s te rn  ma n u fa c tu re rs  oould  f in d  adequate  {w oteo tion  M antle a ls o  
charged th a t  th e  s e c r e ta ry  o f  th e  Wool M anufaoturere ' A sso c ia tio n  was a c t ­
in g  as  th e  s e o re ta ry  o f th e  S enate  f in a n c e  com m ittee. S en a to r J u s t in  S . 
M o r r i l l ,  R epublican  from  Vermont, d en ied  t h i s  s ta te m e n t, and r e p l ie d  th a t
th e  gentlem an had been m erely  summoned as an ex p e rt to  t e s t i f y  b e fo re  th a t
12com m ittee. As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e s e  e f f o r t s ,  th e  G reat F a l ls  T ribune 
a s s e r te d  t h a t  M antle had come to  th e  re scu e  o f  th o se  same woolmen who had 
been r e v i l i n g  him and a tte m p tin g  to  consign  him to  p o l i t i c a l  o b liv io n  
ev e r s in c e  th e  p rev io u s  autumn.
M antle l a t e r  d e l iv e re d  a  m ajor speech  on th e  wool t a r i f f  in  de­
fen se  o f  M ontana's i n t e r e s t s .  F or two hours he p re se n ted  th e  ca se  o f th e  
p roducers o f  raw w ool, and he s u b s ta n t ia te d  h is  m ajor arguments w ith  
ta b le s  and s t a t i s t i c s  su p p lie d  by th e  woolgrowers theim selves. He d ec la red  
th a t  w h ile  th e  m anufactu ring  I n te r e s t s  were always a b le  to  p re se n t t h e i r  
c la im s , th e  fa n n e rs  and woolgrowers and o th e r  p roducers o f raw m a te r ia ls  
were u n o rg an ise d . H ence, w este rn  i n t e r e s t s  had been n e g le c te d  in  th e
^G reat F a lle  T rib u n e . A p r i l  14» 1897* 
^^<aasr. R ecord . 55 C ong,, 1 S e s s . ,  p .  704* 
l l lb id .
^^ I b i d . . p p . 704-705* For a d d i t io n a l  s ta te m en ts  by M antle on th e  
wool sch ed u les  see  i b i d . ,  pp* 19(X), 1901, 1903» 1906, 1908, 1909» 1910, 
1 9 1 1 , 1917, 1919, 1921, 1 9 2 2 , 1929, 1930, 1931, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, 
1 9 4 6 , 1949, 1 9 5 0 , 1958, 2 2 5 2 .
13Great F a lls  Tribune, April 10, 1897*
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p a s t ,  and had n o t re c e iv e d  t h e i r  ju s t  eh a re  o f p r o te c t io n .  He in s i s te d  
th a t  th e  r a t e s  proposed in  th e  t a r i f f  b i l l  re p u d ia te d  th e  R epublican  can - 
paign  p led g e  o f  "anqple p r o te c t io n  f o r  iro o l.” M antle a ls o  charged th a t  no 
p r o te c t iv e  t a r i f f  cou ld  ev e r ag ^ ln  p re v a i l  in  th e  U nited S ta te s  which d id  
n o t f u l l y  g u a ran tee  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  g re a t  aaas o f  p roducers o f raw 
m a te r ia l s ,  and he d e c la re d  th a t  th e  p ro te c t io n  o f  wool was th e  most 
iag>ortant item  o f  th e  t a r i f f  b i l l
&!antle*s rem arks on th e  wool sch ed u les  e l i c i t e d  v a rio u s  e d i t o r i a l  
comments. % e  Chicago TIm eg-Herald rem arked th a t  th e  woolgrowers o f  th e  
West and M iddle West had a  " v a l ie n t  and re s o u rc e fu l champion o f  t h e i r  in ­
t e r e s t  in  S en a to r M an tle ."  I t  went on to  s t a t e  th a t  "w hile  some allow ances 
m is t be made f o r  th e  en thusiasm  o f  a  man who u n d ertak es to  advocate  th e  
c la im s o f  th e  p r in c ip a l  in d u s try  o f  h is  s t a t e ,  i t  w i l l  be acknowledged by 
th e  most m oderate p r o te c t io n i s t s  th a t  S e n a to r M an tle 's  co n ten tio n s  have a  
b a s is  in  re a so n  and a re  w ell f o r t i f i e d  by in d u s t r i a l  s t a t i s t i c s . A p p a r ­
e n t ly  f e a r in g  th e  r e a c t irn i  to  M a n tle 's  perform ance, th e  Helena Independent 
c a u s t i c a l l y  oonrnsented th a t  "hav in g  p la c a te d  h is  woolgrowing c o n s t i tu w ts  
by a  speech  t h a t  w i l l  n o t change a  v o te  in  th e  s e n a te  o r anywhere e l s e  
Mr. M antle can now come home and re c e iv e  th e  crown.
M antle d id  n o t c o n f in e  h is  e f f o r t s  in  b e h a lf  o f  h is  c o n s t i tu e n ts  
to  speech-m aking . From A p ril  u n t i l  i t s  f i n a l  passage by th e  S enate in  
J u ly ,  M antle f i r e d  amendments a t  th e  " r id d le d  and t a t t e r e d " ^ ^  ^oo l schedule
R ecord . 55 C ong., 1 S e s s . ,  p p . 1411 g 1475» 1490.
^^Chicago Tim^m^-Rerald. c i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain, June 9 , 1897, 
^ % e le n a  JsdSBSSaâffilf c i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. June 9 , 1897. 
^^U reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . May 1 2 , 1897.
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o f  th e  D ingley  h i l l  in  o rd e r  to  in c re a s e  th e  du ty  on raw wocl.^® F i r s t ,  
he would g a in  a  p o in t ,  and th en  th e  power o f th e  m anufactu ring  I n te r e s t s  
would p r e v a i l ,  and he would lo s e  te m p o ra r ily .^ ^  But l a t e r  one o f  th e  
s e n a to rs  from  th e  f io r th e a s t .  Hoar o f  M assach u se tts , d e c la re d  th a t  I f e n t le 's  
argum ents in  fa v o r  o f h ig ^  d u t ie s  on raw wool had been re s p o n s ib le  fo r  
tO ieir in c o rp o ra tio n  In  th e  t a r i f f  b i l l . ^ °  H e v e r th e le s s , M antle d id  n o t 
ag ree  w ith  some o f  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  f i n a l  sc h ed u le , as he d ec la red  
th a t  th e  co n feren ce  com m ittee had undone much o f  what had been accom plished 
in  th e  S e n a te . He v o te d , how ever, f o r  th e  D ingley  b i l l  when i t  passed  th e  
S enate  on Ju ly  24» 1097*^^
In  h is  s tu b b o m  f ig h t  f o r  h ig h  d u tie s  on wool which would b e n e f i t  
th e  w este rn  p ro d u cers  o f  th e  raw m a te r ia l , M antle gave evidence o f be ing  
a  h ig h  p r o t e c t i o n i s t .  A s tu d y  o f  h is  a c tio n s  on th e  o th e r  sch ed u les  would 
in d ic a te ,  how ever, t h a t  he su p p o rted  h i ^  d u t ie s  on ly  on th o se  i t e s »  which 
fav o red  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  h ie  s t a t e .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  he spoke in  fa v o r  o f
h i ^  d u t ie s  on le a d , h id e s ,  s k in s ,  and b a r le y ,  b u t ag a in  th e se  were raw
2 2m a te r ia ls  produced in  M ontana, But on such item s as bagging, b u r la p , 
oyanide o f  p o tassium , and s traw  m a ttin g , he fav o red  a  low duty  o r none 
a t  a l l .  Bagging and b u rla p  were u sed  to  make sacks to  ho ld  g ra in  o r wool 
and , th e r e f o r e ,  th e  farm  and ran ch  groups in  ikm tana w ished th e se  a r t i c l e s
^^ o n g .  R ecord. 55 C ong ., 1 S e s s . ,  p p . 991, 992, 1099» 1910, 1912, 
1949, 1998.
^^G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . May 12 , 1897.
^ ^ D illo n  T rib u n e . November JO, 1906, The T ribune in s i s te d  th a t  
M antle had " s tu d ie d  th e  q u e s tio n s  a f f e c t in g  th e  t a r i f f ,  g e n e ra lly  as  no 
o th e r  man in  th e  w est has ev er a ttem p ted  to  do . . . "
21ge@ th e  G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e , June 2 J ,  2 4 , 26, 1897; Ju ly  4 , S, 
21, 23 , 2 5 , 1897; and th e  I n t e r  M ountain. J u ly  8 , 25 , 1897*
^^ o n g .  R ecord. 55 C ong ., 1 S e e s . ,  pp . 1575, 1576, 2076, 2107, 
2108. He proposed to  r a i s e  th e  du ty  on b a rli^ r from 38 to  78*42 p e r  c e n t .
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to  be aa cheap aa p o as ih le* ^ ^  Cyanide o f  potassium  was used lay th e  min­
in g  i n t e r e s t s  in  th e  tre a tm e n t o f  o r e s .  S ince  th e  dom estic p ro d u c tio n  o f  
t h i s  p ro d u c t was n e g i ig lh le ,  cyanide bad to  he im ported , and M antle 
worked to  supp ly  th e  m ining in d u s try  w ith  a  lo w er-co s t m a te r ia l  He 
d e s ire d  t h a t  s tra w  m a ttin g  be p u t on th e  f r e e  l i s t .  The p r in c ip a l  market 
f o r  th e  wheat o f  th e  H crthw est seems to  have been th e  O rien t # China and 
Japan s e n t  th e  m a ttin g  to  th e  U nited  S ta te s  in  exchange fo r  t h i s  w heat. 
Thus, M antle wanted th e  d u ty  on m a ttin g  ab o lish ed  in  th e  in t e r e s t s  o f th e  
wheat p ro d u cers  o f  Montane and th e  r e s t  o f  th e  Northwest
M antle , t h e r e f o r e ,  appears to  have been in te r e s te d  in  th e  t a r i f f  
n o t f o r  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  p r o te c t io n  b u t on ly  to  g a in  th e  fa v o r  o f  h is  
C o n s t i tu e n ts . He was a  p o l i t i c i a n  devoted to  p e rp e tu a tin g  h im se lf in  
o f f ic e *  Some men n ev e r can r i d  them selves o f  th e  hunger f o r  th e  p r e s i -  
d em yi M antle coveted  th e  s e n a to r s h ip .  Thus, even w hile  he was f ig h t in g  
so  v a l i a n t l y  f o r  th e  d i f f e r e n t  it«MDs o f  th e  t a r i f f  which th e  people o f 
Montana d e s ire d , he was a ls o  lo o k in g  ahead to  th e  n ex t e l e c t io n .  Hie 
S tatem ent j u s t  b e fo re  th e  s t a t e  conven tions met in  Septem ber, 1893, i s  
ample p ro o f o f  h is  m o tiv e s . M antle d ec la red s
S i lv e r  re p u b lic a n s  a re  R a t i f i e d  and th a n k fu l f o r  w hatever p ro s p e r i ty  
has come to  ou r wool grow ers and o th e rs  t h r o u ^  th e  medium o f th e  new 
p r o te c t iv e  t a r i f f .  They r e c a l l  w ith  s a t i s f a c t i o n  th a t  i t  was th e  
v o te s  o f  s i l v e r  men in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  s e n a te ,  a c t iv e  and p a s s iv e , 
which made th e s e  r e s u l t s  p o s s ib le .  now ask  th e  wool g row ers,
th e  le a d  m in e rs , th e  b a r le y  p ro d u c e rs , and a l l  who have b e n e f i te d  to  
jo in  them in  th e  e f f o r t  t o  r e s to r e  s i l v e r  to  i t s  o ld  p o s i t io n  as a  
f u l l  mtmey m etal to  th e  end th a t  a l l  s e c t io n s  and a l l  c la s s e s  o f  our 
peop le  may be p rosperous a lik e .^ ®
23 i b i d . .  p p . 2169 , 2 1 7 0 ,  2171, 2172 , 2175.
24 l b i d . . p . 2 2 6 1 .
^ ^ I b id . .  p p . 1847, 1848, 1849.
^^G reat IW .ls  T rib u n e , August 16, 1898.
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What M antle Im plied  bu t d id  n o t aay *ae t h a t  s i l v e r  would be r e s to r e d  on ly  
I f  b im e ta l l i s t s  were r e e le c te d  to  th e  S e n a te . M antle « n ee d le ss  to  sa y , 
was one o f  th o se  s i l v e r  men.
Zn th e  S e n a te , however. M antle n ever fwpgot th e  people back home. 
In  f a c t ,  h i s  o o lle ag u e s  must have grown r a th e r  t i r e d  o f  th e  s t i l l  eager 
b u t now s l i g h t l y  posQpous s e n a to r  from M ontana. F o r, w ith  th e  m ention o f 
an y th in g  v ag u e ly  oonoem ed w ith  an i n t e r e s t  o f  h i s  home s t a t e .  M antle 
would Immedi&tely seek  r e c o g n i t io n  from  th e  c h a i r .  And, in  p r a c t i c a l ly  
every  s ta te m e n t he made in  th e  S e n a te , he r e f e r r e d  to  h is  own experience  
in  M ontana.
Even w h ile  th e  t a r i f f  was s t i l l  b e in g  d is c u s se d , an o th e r is s u e  
a ro se  w hich was o f  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  to  M antle. Furtherm ore , in  th e  d eb a te  
over th e  f o r e s t  r e s e r v a t io n s .  M antle c le a r ly  in d ic a te d  th a t  he had a  pen­
chan t f o r  th e  m ining in d u s t ry .  I n  F eb ru ary , 1897, P re s id e n t C leveland  
w ithdrew  s ix  m il l io n  a c re s  from  th e  p u b lic  d o m in , and p laced  them in  tim ­
b er r e s e r v e s .  M antle and o th e r  w estern  s e n a to rs  v ig o ro u s ly  p ro te s te d .  
M an tle ts  jo u rn a l charged  th a t  th e  w ithdraw al o f  th e s e  lan d s from e n try  
locked  up t h e i r  p o te n t i a l  m in e ra l v a l u e . ^7 on th e  f lo o r  o f th e  S en a te , 
M antle s a id  th a t  th e  tim b e r o rd e r  would r u in  th e  Montana mining in d u s try  
because i t  was dependent on tim b er f o r  i t s  s u rv iv a l
The a g i t a to r s  were u n re m ittin g  fn  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  have th e  tim ber 
o rd e rs  r e s c in d e d . The w este rn  s e n a to rs  p re s« a ted  t h e i r  ea se  to  P r é s id a i t  
McKinley whan he came in to  o f f ic e  in  March, 1897» and th ey  debated  th e  i s ­
sue b e fo re  th e  S e n a te . F in a l ly ,  in  May, th e  p re s id e n t ag reed  to  d e lay
27 ln te r  M ountain. F ebruary  27 , 1897.
2Qçong. R ecord . 54 C ong., 2 S e a s . ,  p p . 2516, 2930.
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up th e  r e s e r r e a  f o r  one y e a r  w h ile  h e  s tu d ie d  th e  q u e s tio n  f u r th e r .  
When McKinlegr re sc in d e d  C lev e lan d ’s o rd e r , th e  I n te r  Mountain a t t r i b u te d  
th e  p r e s id e n t ’s a c t io n  to  th e  v ig o ro u s f i ^ t  made by J to a tle , T e l l e r ,  P e t t i ­
grew and o th e r  w e a te m e re , Ibioh l a t e r ,  M antle a s s e r te d  in  an in te rv ie w  
th a t  th e  w este rn  s e n a to rs  had exposed th e  ign o ran ce” o f C le v e la n d 's  o rd e r . 
He a l s o  ex p ressed  th e  hope th a t  th e  West would g e t  an " i n t e l l i g e n t  program” 
w ith  r e s p e c t  to  tim b er f o r  p u b lic  and p r iv a te  u se .5 ^
M an tle ’s  se n tim e n ts  on th e  tim b er o rd e rs  o f  C leveland  were ty p ic a l  
o f  th e  view s o f  th e  W est. A c tu a lly  th e  whole cont r over sy  was b u t one 
phase i n  th e  long-draw n ou t s t r u g g le  between th o se  in te r e s te d  in  th e  con­
s e rv a tio n  o f  th e  n a t io n 's  n a tu r a l  re s o u rc e s , and th o se  who thought such a  
program was u n d e s ira b le .  W esterners in  g en e ra l f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  economic 
s u rv iv a l  depended on t h e i r  r i g h t  and freedom  to  u se  th e  p u b lic  domain as 
t h ^  saw f i t .  For exam ple, in  th e  1880’s ,  th e  government had become in ­
vo lved  in  s u i t s  w ith  s e v e ra l  Montana lumber f irm s over th e  c u t t in g  o f 
tim b er from th e  n a t io n a l  dom ain .)^  w )ntana p u b lic  sen tim en t had been 
w h o leh earted ly  in  fa v o r  o f  th e  lum ber com panies.
I n  th e  S e n a te , M antle had in s i s te d  th a t  he was in te r e s te d  in  pro­
t e c t i n g  th e  miming in d u s t ry .  I t  i s  t r u e  th a t  th e  m ining in d u s try  has to  
r e ly  on an ad eq u a te  and a  s te a d y  supp ly  o f  tim b er f o r  i t s  o p e ra t io n s , and 
th e  B u tte  mines were no excep tion»  T h e re fo re , M antle was undoubt^Lly t r y ­
in g  to  se c u re  th e  so u rce  o f  su p p ly  o f  lum ber f o r  th e  B u tte  m ining oonqoanies 
when he was so  a c t iv e  in  W ashington in  o p p o s itio n  to  C lev e lan d ’s o rd e r s .
29 l b i d . .  pp . 1 2 7 5 , 1 2 7 6 , 1265. For th e  conment in  M antle’s news­
p a p e r, se e  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. March 2 7 , 1897; A p ril 17, 1897; May 1 , 11,
28 , 1897.
5Q Salt Lake T rib u n e , c i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. December 10 , 1897.
31See T o o le , o n . c i t . .  p p . 85 -99 .
-123-
Th* Helœna Indepem ian t. how ever, was h i ^ l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  s ta n d  tak en  
hy ISaxitle 's jo u rn a l  on th e  tim b er q u e s tio n .
I n  a tte m p tin g  to  make i t  appear th a t  f o r e s t  p re s e rv a tio n  w i l l  r u in  
t h i s  s t a t e  th e  I n t e r  M ountain i s  a imply a c t in g  as  an a tto rn e y  f o r  
tim b er th ie v e s  who c a re  n o th in g  f o r  th e  s t a t e  n o r f o r  th e  peop le  o f  
th e  s t a t e  excep t what th ey  can s t e a l  tram  them . A f te r  hav ing  de­
s tro y e d  th e  f o r e s t s  o f  Montana th e s e  tim b er th ie v e s  can p u l l  up and 
go e lsew here  w ith  t h e i r  i l l - g o t t e n  money $ le a v in g  th e  people o f  Mon­
ta n a  to  g e t  a lo n g  as w e ll o r  a s  b ad ly  as th ey  can w ith  an a r id  and 
fc o re s tle s s  s t a t e .  What i f  H elena would be " in  a  s ta rv in g  c o n d itio n  
I f  i t  were n o t f o r  m ining?" I s  n o t th e  same t r u e  o f  B u tte?  No one 
i s  t r y in g  to  in ju r e  th e  m ining in t e r e s t s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  except th e  
tim b er th ie v e s  and t h e i r  a t to rn e y s .  The papers th a t  a re  e d i te d  from 
saw m ills may co n tin u e  to  defend  f o r e s t  d e s t ru c t io n ,  and p robab ly  w i l l ;  
b u t th e  Independen t w i l l  n o t . ) 2
A lth o u # ! M antle p ro fe sse d  to  be th e  proponent o f th e  e n t i r e  mining 
in d u s try  o f  h i s  s t a t e ,  th e  ev idence in d ic a te s  th a t  he was in te r e s te d  in  
h e lp in g  one p a r t i c u l a r  m ining e n t r e p rw e u r ,  Marcus D aly , in  th e  tim b er 
r e s e rv a t io n  o o n tro v e rsy . A p o r t io n  o f  th e  a re a  in c lu d ed  by C leveland in  
th e  tim b er r e s e rv a t io n s  la y  in  th e  B i t t e r  Root v a l l e y .  In  1889, Daly had 
purchased  tim b e r lan d  in  th e  B i t t e r  Root and , in  1891, had b u i l t  a  saw m ill 
a t  H a m ilto n .) )  The tim b er r e s e rv a t io n s  o f  C lev e lan d , iA ioh  were a d jace n t 
to  D a ly 's  m i l l ,  d im in ish ed  h is  a v a i la b le  supply  o f  lum ber, so  he ignored  
th e  o rd e rs  and co n tin u ed  c u t t in g  lo g s  from th e  f o r e s t  re se rv e s  and o th e r  
surveyed  la n d s .54 Thus, th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  q u e s tio n  th a t  M antle was s e rv in g  
two m a s te rs , Montana and D aly , when he f o u ^ t  a g a in s t  C le v e la n d 's  o rd e r s . 
He was a p p a re n tly  t r y in g  to  p r o te c t  th e  tim b er su p p ly  o f  h is  o ld  p o l i t i c a l  
sp o n so r, lo o k in g  ahead and h o p in g , no d o u b t, t h a t  2kü,y would be g r a te fu l  
enough to  se e  t h a t  M antle was r e e le c te d  s e n a to r  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r .
As a  p o l i t i c i a n  from  B u t te ,  i t  was (m ly n a tu r a l  th a t  M antle would
52Helena In d ep en d en t, c i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. A p r il  12 , 1897« 
) ) ? o o le ,  OP. c i t . « p . 97*
34Fo<nr, o p .  o i t . » p p . 257-2 5 8 .
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be v i t a l l y  in te r e s te d  i n  th e  problem s th a t  a f f e c te d  th e  mining in d u s t ry .  
He knew9 how ever, t h a t  he cou ld  n o t Ignore  th e  im portan t a g r ic u l tu r a l  
s e c t io n s  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  i f  he were to  co n tin u e  in  o f f i c e .  Cconsequently, 
even w hile  he was invo lved  in  th e  c o n tro v e rs ie s  over s i l v e r  and f o r e s t  
r e s e rv a tio n s ,  he was a ls o  in tro d u c in g  b i l l s  fav o red  Igr th e  farm ers o f  h is  
S ta t e .  1690, m ig ran ts  from  th e  M iddle West a s  w ell a s  from Europe 
were moving in to  Montana to  s e t t l e  in  th e  e a s te rn  n o r th e rn  p a r ts  o f 
th e  s t a t e .  "Land, la n d , lan d " wqs th e  c r y ,  and s in c e  th e se  land-hungry  
farm ers were ty p ic a l  o f  a l l  th o se  who had s e t t l e d  on th e  f r o n t i e r ,  th ay  
looked w ith  @mvious eyes on th e  a re a s  s e t  a s id e  f o r  th e  In d ia n s . There­
f o r e ,  i t  i s  n o t s u r p r i s in g  th a t  th e  B i l l in g s  G aae tte  re p o r te d  th a t  M antle, 
as  he had p rom ised , was do ing  a l l  in  h i s  power to  open fo r  se ttle m e n t 
p o r tio n s  o f  th e  Crow In d ia n  r e s e rv a t io n  ly in g  w est o f th e  Big Horn r i v e r .  
The Case t i e  f e l t  th a t  th e  stockmen would n o t oppose th e  b i l l ,  because 
l iv e - s to c k  upon th e  r e s e rv a t io n  was s u b je c t  to  t a x a t i o n .55 The b i l l  th a t  
M antle in tro d u ce d  in to  th e  S enate  p rov ided  f o r  a  commission to  n e g o tia te  
w ith  b o th  th e  Crow and th e  F la th e a d  t r i b e s  f o r  a  c e s s io n  o f p o r tio n s  o f 
t h e i r  r e s e r v a t io n s .  The b i l l  a p p ro p ria te d  f iv e  thousand d o l la r s  f o r  th e  
expense o f  a  c tm m iseion . The m easure passed  th e  S en ate  and was s e n t to  
th e  House where i t  d ie d  in  committee.5&
Always aware o f  th e  lan d  hunger o f  h i s  e o x ^ t i tu e n ts .  M antle a lso  
in tro d u c e d  a  measure known as  th e  f r e e  homestead b i l l .  T his p ro p o sa l 
allow ed farm ers t o  s e t t l e  on th e  p u b lic  lan d s a c q u ired  fkom th e  In d ian a  
by p ay in g  <mly m inor o f f i c e  f e e s  to  th e  governm ent. Those who a lre a d y
5 5 B illln g s  G a z e tte . F ebruary  18 , I 8 9 6 . w ith  no o p p o s itio n  from 
th e  s to c k  i n t e r e s t s ,  th e  b i l l  was more l i k e ly  to  be p a ssed .
5^ ^ ^ .  R ecord . 54 C ong., 1 S e e s . ,  p p . 1271, 1781, 5548.
-125 -
llT ttâ  on th e s e  lan d s  were r e le a s e d  from any payment When th e  Senate 
passed  th e  b i l l , th e  M ow tain  p o in te d ly  remarked th a t  i t  hoped th a t
th e  a g r ie n ltu r& l p re s s  would re c o g n ise  th e  acooap lisluaen t which r e s u l te d  
f r o a  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  Montana s e n a to rs  « Seen though th e  measure d id  n o t 
pass th e  B ouse, i t  proved to  M antle*s a g r ic u l tu r a l  oonstitueaats  t h a t  he 
was aware o f  t h e i r  in te re s ts* ^ ®
M antle d id  n o t co n fin e  h i»  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  in  b e h a lf  o f  th e  
ferm era to  th e s e  measure®* He a ls o  in tro d u ced  b i l l s  o a l l ln g  f o r  th e  r e s ­
to r a t io n  o f th e  la n d s  o f  # b r t  M aginnia and f o r t  Shaw to  th e  p u b lic  domain* 
Xheae m easures p rov ided  th a t  a l l  e n v i e s  made in  good f a i t h  under th e  
fe d e ra l  len d  law s shou ld  be h e ld  v a l id ,  a lth o u g h  th e  Departm ent of th e  I n te ­
r i o r  had h e ld  them to  be void* fh e  rem ain ing  lan d s  on th e  r é s e rv a tio n s  
would be s u b je c t  to  e n try  by homes eek ers
Montana was ty p ic a l  o f  th e  o th e r  n o rth w este rn  s t a t e s  in  tru^t i t  
depended on f e d e r a l  a p p ro p r ia tio n s*  IW itle  h im se lf  was aware o f th e  e x i s t ­
ence o f  t h i s  problem , v h l ^  was as v i t a l  in  1890 a s  i t  appears to  be in  
1956# In  1897, he  d e c la re d  th a t  âkm tana, l i k e  a l l  th e  o th e r  new s t a t e s ,  
reggaired a  g ro a t  d e a l  o f  a s s is ta n c e  from th e  f e d e r a l  government* The 
s t a t e  needed m<m@y f o r  r i v e r  im provem ents, p u b lic  b u ild in g s , m i l i t a r y  
p o e ts ,  and th e  c a re  and m aintenance o f  In d ian s*  In  ad d iti« m , th e  p u b lic  
su rv ey s had lagged  f o r  want o f  s u f f i c i e n t  a p p ro p ria tio n s* ^ ^  i s  a  s e n a to r ,
37n^ id * , p ,  6 2 .
^®Xnter A jk ^ ta :^ * January  15 , 1897# See a ls o  th e  G reat F a l ls  
% ib u n e . d a m a iy  15 , 1897#
R ecord* 54 Cong*, 1 S eas* , p p , 1581; 55 Cong*, 1 S ees* ,
p .  59#
^ S a l t  Lake Tribune, c i t e d  in  the In ter  Motmtain. December 10,
1897#
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M antis a ttem p ted  to  see  th a t  Montana re c e iv e d  th e  f e d e ra l  funds th a t  i t  
d e s i r e d .
A o tu a lly  a  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  peop le  i s  p a r t i a l l y  judged by h is  
c o n s t i tu e n ts  on th e  amount o f  money he can secu re  f o r  h i s  s t a t e ,  and 
M antle was c e r t a in ly  aware o f  t h i s  c a rd in a l  p r in c ip le  o f  p o l i t i c s .
Ih rcu g h  h i s  e f f o r t s ,  an a p p ro p r ia tio n  o f  f iv e  thousand d o l la r s  was made 
hy th e  War D epartm ent f o r  th e  im proving and re n d e r in g  n av ig ab le  o f  th e  
Y ellow stone r i v e r  from G lend ive to  i t s  mouth. The peop le  o f  e a s te rn  Mon­
ta n a  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  would a s su re  them a  w ater o u t l e t  t o  th e  e a s te rn  
m arkets In  1899, b o th  M antle and C a r te r  fough t f o r  an a p p ro p r ia tio n  
fo r  ex p erim en ta l r e s e r v o i r s  in  th e  s t a t e s  d ra in ed  by th e  headw aters o f  th e  
M issouri*  Montana n a tu r a l ly  would be in c lu d ed  under t h i s  p ro v is ic m .^  In  
h i s  f i r s t  s e s s io n  In  C ongress, M antle amended an a p p ro p r ia tio n  b i l l  in
o rd e r  to  in c re a s e  th e  funds fo r  th e  su rv sy o r g e n e ra l o f  Montana to  a  t o t a l
43o f fo u r te e n  thousand d o l l a r s .  The fo llo w in g  y e a r  a  b i l l  passed  th e
44S enate  which e s ta b l i s h e d  a d d i t io n a l  land  o f f ic e s  in  Montana.
W hile I t  i s  t r u e  th a t  M antle d isp la y e d  typio& I w estern  c h a ra c te r ­
i s t i c s  in  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  c u t down th e  s iz e  o f  th e  In d ian  r e s e rv a t io n s ,  he 
d id  in d ic a te  th a t  he had some c o n s id e ra tio n  f o r  th e  problem s o f  th e  In d i­
an a . I n  th e  s p r in g  o f  1896, one o f  th e  c o n tro v a rs ie s  idiioh rag ed  in  
Congress concerned In d ia n  e d u c a tio n . As th e  government d id  n o t p rov ide
4 lB l l l in g s  Times* c i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. Ju ly  17, 1897.
4^ I n t e r  M ountain. March 4 , 1899*
4^ o n g .  R ecord . 53 C œ ig., 5 S e a s . ,  p p . 2928, 2 9 2 9 .
^ ^ r e a t  î ^ l l s  T rib u n e . March 6 , 1896. M antle and C a r te r  worked 
f o r  th e  passage  o f  a  m easure d e s ig n a tin g  G reat f a l l s  as a p o r t  o f  e n try .  
The b i l l  p assed  th e  S e n a te , and was r e f e r r e d  to  th e  House. Cong. R ecord. 
55 C ong ., 1 B e s s . ,  p p . 724, 1145*
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aohoola f o r  th e  c h i ld r e n « d i f f e r e n t  r e l ig io o a  groups had e s ta b l is h e d  them.
I n  A p r i ls  C a r te r  moved to  s t r i k e  ou t th e  c la u se  in  an a p p ro p r ia tio n  b i l l
which p r o h ib i te d  payments to  s e c ta r ia n  s c h o o l s . L a t e r  bo th  Montana
s e n a to rs  v o ted  f o r  a  m easure which l e t  th e  government su p p o rt th e se
sc h o o ls  f o r  two a d d i t io n a l  y e a r s ,  as  th ey  f e l t  th a t  some schoo ls should
4-6be p rov ided  f o r  th e  In d ian s*  The fo llo w in g  F eb ruary , th e  m s tte r  ag a in  
became an is s u e  b e fo re  th e  S e n a te . M antle d e c la re d  t h a t ,  a lthough  he be­
l ie v e d  in  th e  s e p a ra t io n  o f  church  and s t a t e ,  ed u ca tio n  was n eo essa iy  i f  
th e  In d ia n  c h i ld re n  were to  Improve t h e i r  c o n d i tio n . He in s i s te d  th a t  i f  
^o money were to  be g iv en  to  th e  s e c ta r ia n  s c h o o ls , th e  government should  
c o n s tru c t  o r  p u rch ase  i t s  own. He o ffe re d  an amendment to  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  
bu t w ithdrew  i t  when th e  G om aissioner o f  In d ia n  A f fa i r s  assu red  him th a t  
th e  a p p ro p r ia t io n  in  th e  In d ia n  b i l l  was s u f f i c i e n t  to  cover th e  c o s t  o f 
government s c h o o l s . O n e  o f  h i s  f i n a l  a c ts  as a  s e n a to r  concerned th e  
In d ia n  p ro b lra i. He in tro d u ce d  a  b i l l  to  de term ine th e  boundaries o f  th e  
N o rth ern  Cheyenne In d ia n  re se rv a ticn x . He a ls o  asked f o r  an appro fsria- 
t io n  o f two hundred thousand d o l la r s  to  p u rchase  th e  r ig h ts  and improve­
ments o f  w h ite  s e t t l e r s  on th e  Tongue R iver r e s e r v a t io n .  In  a d d i t io n , 
c a t t l e  would be p u rch ased , and th e  r e s e rv a t io n  would be f e n c e d .^
B ut a b n t le ,  w hether he was in  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a tu r e  o r  th e  
U nited  S ta te s  S e n a te , was always th e  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  B u tte . %iu8, he 
n ev e r eu rro tid e red  in  h i s  f i # i t  to  se cu re  an  a p p ro p r ia tio n  f o r  a  p u b lic  
b u i ld in g  f o r  th a t  c i t y .  M antle tw ice  pushed a  b i l l  f o r  a B u tte  b u ild in g
45Q reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . A p r i l  11, 1896.
4^ I n te r  M ountain. May 5 , 1396.
47çonw. R ecord . 54 C ong., 2 S e e s . ,  p p . 2248, 2356.
4% oner. R ecord . 55 C ong., 3 S e s s . ,  pp . 685, 2129, 2207.
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t f a r o u ^  th «  S e n a te , and th r e e  tim es o ffe re d  amendments to  th e  sundry  c i v i l  
a p p ro p r ia t io n  b i l l  p ro v id in g  f o r  th e  pu rchase  o f th e  s i t e ;  each tim e h is  
e f f o r t s  f a i l e d  in  th e  Bouse. F in a l ly ,  in  th e  w in te r  o f  1899 ju s t  b e fo re  
h i s  te rm  e x p ire d . M antle succeeded . A lthough h is  b i l l  was v o ted  down in  
th e  House, i t  was rep assed  and s ig n ed  by th e  p re s id e n t on March ) .  fh u s , 
M antle r e tu rn e d  home to  B u tte  trium phan t in  h is  s t ru g g le  to  secu re  a  
p u b lic  b u i ld in g  f o r  h i s  home tow n.^^
The g re a tn e s s  o f  a  s e n a to r  may be determ ined  by h is  a b i l i t y  to  
r i s e  above m erely  lo c a l  i s s u e s .  I t  would seem th a t  by th i s  d e f in i t io n  
M&ntle la ck e d  any c la im  to  em inence, b u t a t  l e a s t  he was t y p i c a l . Due to  
h is  overwhelming d e s i r e  to  be r e e le c te d  to  th e  S e n a te , he r a r e ly  took  an 
independen t s ta n d  b u t co n fin ed  h im s e lf  a lm ost s o le ly  to  r e f l e c t i n g  th e  
Views o f  h i s  o c j i s t i tu e n ts .
As one o f th e  le a d in g  advocates o f  th e  h i ^  p ro te c t iv e  t a r i f f  on 
raw w ool. M antle ach iev ed  two r e s u l t s .  He p la c a te d  an im portan t group 
o f  K epublican  v o te rs  in  th e  s t a t e ,  th e  woolgrowers o f  e a s te rn  Montana, 
when he defended t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  a g a in s t  th e  power o f  th e  e a s te rn  manu­
f a c t u r e r s .  He a ls o  dem onstra ted  th e  t r u th  o f  h is  o f t- r e p e a te d  s ta tem en t 
th a t  he ag reed  w ith  th e  R epublican  p a r ^  on a l l  m easures except th e  mone­
ta r y  i s s u e .  M an tle , however, was n o t a  fw o te c t io n is t  by p r in c ip le .  He 
advocated  h ig h  d u t ie s  o n ly  on th o se  raw  m a te r ia ls  produced in  Montana, 
such as b a r le y  and le a d .  He proposed  th a t  such  item s as  cy an id e , b u r la p , 
and s tra w  m a ttin g , which h is  c o n s t i tu e n ts  w ished to  pu rchase a t  a  low 
p r i c e ,  be p la ced  on th e  f r e e  l i s t .
When C leveland  s e t  a s id e  la rg e  tim b er r e s e rv a t io n s  w ith in  th e
^^Cong. R ecord . 54 C ong., 1 S e s s , ,  p p . 24 , 2240; 54 C ong.,
2 S e s s . ,  p .  2522; 55 C ong., 1 S e s s . ,  p .  39j 55 C ong., 2 S e s s . ,  p p . 4025, 
6116, 6317; 55 C ong., 5 S e s s . ,  pp . 1655, 1640, 1342.
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p u b lic  dom ain, M antl# and o th e r  w oatem  se n a to rs  became i r a t e .  People in  
th e  West had always f e l t  th a t  th e y  cou ld  make a l iv in g  ohly  by e x p lo i t in g  
th e  n a tu r a l  r e s o u rc e s .  M antle in s i s t e d  th a t  he wanted th e  tim b er o rd e rs  
re sc in d e d  because th e  m ining  in d u s try  was dependent on a  s te ad y  supp ly  o f  
lum ber f o r  i t s  s u r v iv a l .  I t  a p p e a rs , however, t h a t  M antle was more 
in te r e s te d  in  se o u rin g  tim b e r f o r  Marcus D aly , h is  o ld  p o l i t i c a l  p a tro n . 
In  r e tu r n .  M antle p robab ly  expected  Daly to  su p p o rt him in  h is  candidacy  
f o r  th e  S en a te  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r .
M antle d id  n o t n e g le c t  th e  a g r i c u l tu r a l  a re a s  in  th e  s t a t e .  He 
su bm itted  b i l l s  to  th e  S en a te  to  reduce  th e  In d ia n  r e s e rv a t io n s ,  and to  
tu rn  F o r t  M aginnls and F o r t  Shaw back to  th e  p u b lic  domain. To a id  th e  
farm ers he  su p p o rted  m easures which a llow ed th e  s e t t l e r s  on th e se  ceded 
I w d s  to  re e e iv e  them f r e e  ex cep t f o r  minor c h a rg e s .
As a  Montana s e n a to r ,  M antle r e a l i s e d  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f f e d e ra l  
a p p ro p r ia tio n s  f o r  th e  w e lfa re  o f  th e  s t a t e  and f o r  h i s  own p o l i t i c a l  
c a r e e r .  T h e re fo re , he woariced to  se cu re  funds f o r  r i v e r  improvement, and 
lan d  o f f i c e s .  As th e  s t a t e  ap p ears  to  have been u n ab le  to  p ro v id e  fo r  
th e  In d ia n s ,  M antle s o u # t  a id  f o r  In d ia n  sch o o ls  from th e  f e d e ra l  
governm ent.
M antle n ev e r n e g le c te d  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  B u t te .  Hot on ly  d id  he 
work to  r e s c in d  th e  tim b er o rd e rs  f o r  th e  m ining in d u s try ,  b u t he never 
ceased  in  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  se c u re  a  p u b lia  b u ild in g  f o r  h i s  home town, (ha 
th e  day b e fo re  h is  terra as  s e n a to r  was to  end , th e  p re s id e n t signed  a  
b i l l  p ro v id in g  f o r  a  p u b lie  W ild in g  f o r  B u t te ,
Thus, M antle*s term  in  th e  S enate  can be s a id  to  have been th a t  
o f  a  b y p io a l Montana p o l i t i c i a n .
CHAPPER V II 
ATTEMPT WOR REËLECTIOÏÏ
N e ith e r  tim e n o r fame had le sse n e d  M an tle’s overwhelming am bition  
fo r  p u b lic  o f f ic e *  H is f i i s t  term  as  s e n a to r  had o b v io u sly  n o t s a t i s f i e d  
h is  d e s i r e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  honors  ̂ and he was w orking v ig o ro u s ly  f o r  r e -  
e le c t io n  as  i t s  e x p i r a t io n  approached* Of p a r t i c u la r  i n t e r e s t  to  him was 
th e  e le c t io n  in  th e  f a l l  o f  1898» which would determ ine th e  membership 
o f th e  n e x t s t a t e  l e g is la tu r e »  which in  tu rn  would e l e c t  M antle’s succes­
sor*  C onsequently» M antle became a  s tro n g  advocate  o f  th e  movement to  
fu se  th e  s i l v e r  fo rc e s  « I f  th e  b im e ta l l i s t s  would su p p o rt a  j o in t  t i c k e t ,  
M antle b e lie v e d  t h a t  h i s  ommdldaey would be a id e d . But even w bile  he 
was w orking so d i l i g e n t l y  f o r  f u s io n ,  he was a t  th e  same tim e r e a l ig n in g  
h im s e lf  w ith  th e  R epub lican  a d m in is t r a t io n . Thus, he was attenq> ting to  
pM vide  f o r  every  e v e r tu a l i ty *
M an tle ’s c a re e r  as  an advocate  o f  f r e e  s i l v e r  d id  n o t end w ith  th e  
e le c t io n  o f  1896. To many, M cK inley 's v ic to ry  s ig n a le d  th e  te rm in a tio n  o f  
th e  m onetary o o n tro v e rsy , b u t th e  s i l v e r  men them selves d id  n o t aooept 
t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  M antle h e lp ed  th e  o th e r  s i l v e r  E epub lieens in  Con­
g re ss  o rg a n is e  a  n a t io n a l  S i lv e r  R epublican  p a r ty  e a r ly  in  1897 • M antle 
s a id  th a t  th ey  were in  sym pati^  w ith  every  p lank  in  th e  R epublican p la t ­
form ex cep t th e  one r e l a t i n g  to  th e  m onetary problem , and consequen tly  
th ey  were n o t as  extrem e on o th e r  q u e s tio n s  as  were th e  s i l v e r  Democrats
and P o p u l i s t s .  The s i l v e r  i s s u e ,  which was paramount to  a l l  o th e r s ,
1
would be t h e i r  m ajor i n t e r e s t .
I g r e a t  ï ^ l s  T rib u n e . F ebruary  27 , 1897; Jtme 9 , 1897; I h t e r  
ib r c h  3 , 1697"
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JDoriaif th e  w in te r  o f  1897-98, th e  P o p u lle ts ,  th e  D eisocrats, and 
th e  S i lv e r  R epuhlloana c o n fe rre d  on th e  p o e s ih l l l t j r  o f  p re se n tin g  th e  
v o te rs  w ith  a  fu s io n  t io k e t  In  1898* At one o f  th e  m eetings h e ld  in  
W ashington, M antle , Marcus D aly , and s e v e ra l  o th e r  D em ocratic and S i lv e r  
R epuhllcan  le a d e r s  a tte n d e d .^  In  P ehruary  th e  th r e e  p a r t ie s  Issu ed  
d e c la r a t io n s  whloh in s t ru c te d  th e  members o f t h e i r  re s p e c tiv e  o rg an iza ­
t io n s  t o  u n i te  in  f u tu r e  e le c tlm a s  upon th e  f in a n c ia l  q u e s tio n . M antle 
s ig n ed  th e  d e c la r a t io n  s e n t  o u t by th e  S i lv e r  R ep u b lican s.^
A l th o u ^  s i l v e r  was s t i l l  an im p o rtan t I s su e  In  Montana, th e  
m otives o f  th e  two p r in c ip a l  su p p o r te rs  o f  th e  fu s io n  movement a re  
q u e s t io n a b le . I t  ap p ears  th a t  D aly was u s in g  th e  s i l v e r  Is su e  as a  
means to  recoup  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f o r tu n e s .  M antle may have been Daly*s 
w i l l in g  to o l  in  th e  hope th a t  he would a g a in  be chosen as s e n a to r .
The f a c t io n  in  th e  D em ocratic p a r ^  known as th e  Daly Democrats
4
may have been u s in g  th e  S i lv e r  R epublloans f o r  t h e i r  own advan tage .
^y su p p o r tin g  fu s io n  th e  Daly Democrats would o f cou rse  d iv id e  th e  
R epub lican  p a r ty ,  i f  th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans could  be persuaded to  
w ithdraw  c o a q ^ e te ly  from  th e  o ld  p a r ty .^  S ince  th e  Dem ocratic p a r ty
W inter M ountain. January  9 , 1898. J .  K. Jones o f  A rkansas, 
chairm an o f  th e  D em ocratic n a t io n a l  ocmonittee. S en a to rs  Marion B u tle r ,  
P o p u lis t  from Worth C a ro l in a , Henry M. T e l l e r ,  S i lv e r  R epublican  fram  
C olo rado , R ichard  f . P e ttig re w , S i lv e r  R c ^ b l ic a n  from South D akota, 
Congressman C h arles  8 .  Hartm an, S i lv e r  R epublican from Montana, and 
ex-Congressman C h a rles  A. Towns, S i lv e r  R epublican  from M innesota, 
were among th o se  p r e s e n t .
^C reat P a l l s  T rib u n e . F ebruary  16 , 1898.
A. C la rk  opposed th e  fu s io n  omvewait.
% r# n t  F a l l s  T rib u n e . March 8 , 1898. The c a l l  to  b a t t l e  f o r  
th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans came in  March from th e  n a t io n a l  chairm an,
C h a rle s  A. Towns. He n o t i f i e d  M antle to  s e t  up fo rm al o rg a n iz a tio n s  
in  th o s e  c o u n tie s  which had n o t done so  in  th e  e l e c t io n  o f 1896. M antle, 
a s  th e  s t a t e  chairm an o f  th e  p a r ty ,  n o t i f i e d  th e  c o u n tie s  cm March 1 .
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was o ld e r  and m tronger, i t  would th en  be in  a  p o a i t io n  to  d i c t a t e  to  
th e  weaker S i lv e r  R epublicans w hatever term s i t  d e s ire d , e s p e c ia l ly  
i f  th e  Daly group ach ieved  preponderance w ith in  i t s  own party*  As 
e a r ly  aa F eb ru ary , 1898, th e  Anaconda R ecorder, co n s id ered  th e  mouth­
p ie c e  o f  th e  b o l te r s  o f  th e  St« L ouis p la tfo rm , warned in  C assandra- 
l i k e  fa sh io n s
!Hie s i l v e r  re p u b lic a n  p a r ty ,  i f  i t  proposes to  p re se rv e  i t s  
I d e n t i t y  a s  a  p a r ty  in  p o l i t i c s ,  cannot a f fo rd  to  y ie ld  to  th e  
dem ocratic  ap p ea l f o r  f u s io n .  * * . I t  means p o l i t i c a l  o b liv io n  to  
such  g a l l a n t  s i l v e r  men as  C harley  Hartman and S en a to r M antle, 
who seem too  d u l l  to  se e  th rough  th e  dem ocratic  p la n .^
M a n tle 's  m otive in  su p p o rtin g  th e  fu s io n  movement undoubtedly
o r ig in a te d  in  h is  d e s i r e  to  be s e n a to r .  One c r i t i c  even a lle g e d  th a t
th e  s o le  purpose o f  th e  S i lv e r  R epublican p a r ty  in  Mimtana was to  a id
M a n tle 's  r e e l e c t io n .?  H is am bitions f o r  th e  se n a to rsh ip  appear to  have
warped h is  judgm ent, f o r  th e  G rea t F a l ls  T ribune c o r r e c t ly  p re d ic te d
what co u rse  th e  fu s io n  movement would take*
The T ribune b e l ie v e s  f i rm ly  th a t  th e  p o p u lis ts  and dem ocrats w il l  
meet Mr* M antle on h is  own ground. They w il l  f a i r l y  d iv id e  th e  
o f f ic e s  w ith  a l l  t r u e  s i l v e r  men. They w i l l  even concede th e  con­
gressm an on th e  s t a t e  t io k e t  to  th e  s i l v e r  re p u b lic a n s . In  th a t  
e v e n t, o f  co u rse , th e  s i l v e r  re p u b lic a n s  would concede th a t  i t  was 
f a i r  t h a t  th e  U nited  S ta te s  s e n a to r  should  go to  one or th e  o th e r  
o f  th e  two rem ain ing  p a r t i e s  to  fu s io n . T his migdit in v o lv e  some 
s a c r i f i c e  o f  p e rso n a l am b ition  on th e  p a r t  o f Mr. M antle,
The T ribune i r o n i c a l ly  oonolx^ed th a t  i t  d id  n o t doubt f o r  a  moment th a t
M antle would be w i l l in g  to  make any p e rso n a l s a c r i f i c e  to  secu re  th e  b a r -
smonious a c t io n  so d e s ire d  by th e  lo a d e rs  o f  th e  g r e a t  cau se .
^Anaconda R eco rd er, c i te d  in  th e  B i l l in g s  G a z e tte . February  24,
1898,
^H elena in d e p en d en t, c i t e d  in  th e  G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e , August 18,
1898,
®Great F a lls  Tribune. August 16 , 1898.
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Whether th e  s i l v e r  p a r t i e s  o f  Montana would a c tu a l ly  fu se  f o r  
th e  eanpaign  was to  he d ec id ed  In  Septem ber, 1898. At a  p re lim in a ry  
m eeting  h e ld  In  H elena in  J u ly  hy th e  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  com m ittees, th e  th re e  
p a r t i e s  had ag reed  to  h o ld  t h e i r  conventions s im u ltan eo u sly  a t  Anaconda 
to  se e  i f  an  arrangem ent f o r  fu s io n  cou ld  he worked o u t .9 When th e  
D em ocrats, P o p u l is t s ,  and S i lv e r  E epuh llcans assem bled in  Anaconda on 
Septem ber 2 1 , M antle d e l iv e re d  th e  m ajor ad d ress  a t  th e  p re lim in a ry  
m eeting  o f  th e  th re e  p a r t i e s .  As was ex p ec ted , he advocated  fu s  ion
The movement f o r  fu s io n  f a i l e d ,  how ever. The Democrats wanted 
to  name th e  judge o f  th e  supreme c o u r t ,  a lthough  th ey  a c tu a l ly  planned 
on ren o m in a tin g  th e  incum bent. They o ffe re d  th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans 
and th e  P o p u lis ts  th e  congressm an and th e  o lezk  o f  th e  supreme c o u r t .
This arrangem ent was s a t i s f a c to r y  to  th e  two sm a lle r  p a r t i e s .  The 
Dmaoorats added one f u r th e r  p ro p o s it io n , how ever. Both p a r t i e s  would 
have to  p ass  r e s o lu t io n s  p led g in g  t h e i r  a id  in  se c u r in g  th e  e le c t io n  o f  
a  D em ocratic Ih ilte d  S ta te s  s e n a to r .  N e ith e r  th e  P o p u lis ts  no r th e  S i lv e r  
R epublicans would a g re e , so  th e  Democrats nom inated a  s t r a i ^ t  t i c k e t .  
L a te r ,  th e  S i lv e r  R epub licans and th e  P o p u lis ts  fu se d . The P o p u lis ts  
named th e  c le r k  o f  th e  supreme o o u r t ,  w h ile  th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans 
nom inated th e  rem ainder o f  th e  t i c k e t .
S in te r  M ountain. J u ly  15 , 1898. The d e le g a tee  to  th e  s t a t e  con­
v e n tio n  were ap p o rtio n e d  as fo llow se Dem ocrats, 416j S i lv e r  R ep u b lican s, 
208} P o p u l i s t s ,  186. H elena Ind ep en d en t. J u ly  14» 1898.
lOpoor, OP. c i t . .  p .  55*
l lO r e a t  g^alla to lb u n e . Septem ber 22 , 25 , 2 4 , 1898. The S i lv e r  
R epublicans nom inated C h arle s  S . Hartman f o r  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e ,  and Henry 
Sm ith f o r  a s e o o la te  j u s t i c e  o f  th e  supreme c o u r t .  Hartman l a t e r  d e c lin e d  
th e  noffllnaticm f o r  p e rso n a l r e a s o n s . G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e , September 29 , 
1898} O ctober 1 , 1898. Sm ith a ls o  d e c lin e d  th e  nom ination , and th e  
Anaconda s a id  th a t  Sm ith had been s u rp r is e d  by h is  nom ination  by
b o th  th e  S i lv e r  R epub licans and P o p u l is ts .  He had always been a  C a r te r
R ep u b lic an , and h is  nom ination  was in te r p r e te d  to  be th e  r e s u l t  o f  an
a l le g e d  M a n tle -C a rte r  com bination . Septem ber 25 , 1898.
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S ine*  th e s e  a o tio n s  o f  th e  conven tions s tim u la te d  doubt th a t  
M antle would be r e e le c te d  to  th e  S enate  a t  th e  n ex t e le c t io n ,  i t  i s  nec­
e s sa ry  to  s p e c u la te  o n  why th e  fu s io n  movement f a i l e d  in  Montana. T he 
S i lv e r  R epub licans f e l t  t h a t  th e  u ltim atum  g iven  them by th e  Democrats 
l e f t  them no room f o r  compromise. They sim ply  had been to ld  what o f f ic e s  
th e y  would have to  a c c ep t.^2 The f a c t io n a l  sq u ab b lin g  among th e  D em ocrats, 
however, may have r e s u l t e d  in  t h a t  u ltim atu m . In  s p i t e  o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  
Daly had c a r r ie d  S i lv e r  Bow co u n ty , th e  C lark  Democrats had e le c te d  a  
m a jo rity  o f  d e le g a te s  to  th e  co n v en tio n ;^3 and C lark  had opposed fu s io n  
th roughou t th e  y  e a r .  14 In  J u ly ,  th e  B i l l in g s  G aae tte  had p re d ic te d  th a t  
i f  th e  a n t i - f u s io n  Democrats cou ld  n o t p rev en t an  a t t w p t  a t  fu s io n , th e y  
would i n s i s t  upon a  b a s is  o f  agreem ent which would ooapel th e  P o p u lis ts  
and S i lv e r  R epublicans to  ig n o re  th e  p ro p o s it io n .^ ^  C la rk , th e re fo r e ,  
may have been re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  p a r t i e s  to  f u s e .
On th e  o th e r  hand , Marcus Daily may have been re sp o n s ib le  fo r  
th e  c o l la p s e  o f  th e  fu s io n  movement in  Ivlontauaa. I t  i s  even p o s s ib le  
th a t  Daly h im s e lf  to ld  M antle t h a t  h e  would n o t be r e e le c te d  s e n a to r .  
A r t ic le s  whi«dx appeared  in  th e  s t a t e r s  newspapers two y e a rs  l a t e r
I Z ln te r  M ountain. O ctober 5 , 1898.
I JF o o r , OP. c i t t .  pp . 54^55*
1 4 B ill in g s  G a a e tte . F eb ruary  25 , 1898; G rea t F a l ls  T rib u n e . 
S^ten&er 9 , 11, 1898.
1 5 ju ly  15 , 1896.
O P .  c i t . .  p .  55* Foor quo tes Judge L. L . Calloway as 
s t a t i n g  t h a t  he  h ea rd  a  c o n v e rsa tio n  between M antle and Daly in  which 
D aly d e c la re d  th a t  th e  Democrats were e n t i t l e d  to  th e  o f f ic e  o f  s e n a to r .  
Callow ay cla im ed  t h a t  M antle boarded th e  t r a i n  back to  B u tte  " in  a  h u f f ."  
The accu racy  o f  th e  l a s t  s ta te m e n t can be q u e s tio n e d , as  M antle rem ained 
in  u n t i l  th e  S i lv e r  R epublican  conven tion  had f in is h e d  i t s
l a b o r s .
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iz id io a ted  th a t  D aly had used  th e  fu s io n  movement and M antle f o r  h is  own
pUTpoees • The Anaconda S tan d ard  d e c la re d :
The f a c t  has been b rough t ou t a t  th e  C lark  h e a rin g  th a t  Marcus Daly 
was in  fa v o r  o f fu s io n  and in c lin e d  to  su p p o rt Mr. M antle . So he 
was a t  f i r s t .  But th e  f a c t  soon s h e a r e d  th a t  a  fu s io n  upon M antle 
aa s e n a to r  was ou t o f th e  q u e s tio n . . .
F roa  th a t  f a t e f u l  day in  Septem ber, 1898, M antle blamed Daly f o r
th e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  h is  s e n a to r ia l  am b itio n s . H is unhappiness would c e r­
t a i n l y  in d ic a te  th a t  M antle had expeoted  Daly to  co n tin u e  as h is  bene­
f a c to r  in  p o l i t i c a l  m a tte r s .  The n o ta b le  change in  th e  tone o f  th e
e d i t o r i a l s  in  th e  Intepr M ountain was immediate ev idence th a t  th e  f r ie n d ly
18r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  two men bad ended. The I n t e r  Mountain l a t e r  
d e c la re d  t h a t  Daly*» testim o n y  in  1900 e x p l i c i t ly  adm itted  th a t  Daly 
had h e ld  th e  key to  th e  f u s i ( #  o f  th e  p a r t i e s .  M a n tle 's  jo u rn a l in s i s te d  
th a t  i t  was a  oonceaaion  th a t  th e  power to  co n tin u e  o r  fo rb id  th e  p o lic y  
o f c o o p e ra tio n  had l a in  w ith  D aly . Thus, when he though t he had b ea ten
^TAnaconda S ta n d a rd , c i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. Starch 8 , 1900. 
The C la rk  h e a r in g  a t  W ashington, D. C. ,  was to  determ ine w hether C lark
had a  r i ^ t  to  h i s  s e a t  in  th e  S e n a te . See P oor, pp . c i t . . pp. 106-18?.
^®Consider th e  c o n t r a s t  in  th e  e d i to r i a l s  o f  th e  I n te r  M ountain. 
On November 1 , 1897» in  announcing th e  v i s i t  o f  a  Daly p a r tn e r ,  th e  I n te r
M ountain d e c la re d : "T here i s  in  t h i s  s t a t e  today as a  g uest in  th e  c i t y
o f Anaconda, which owes i t s  e x is te n c e  to  h ie  e n te r p r i s e ,  a q u ie t ,  un­
assum ing businessm an who w i l l  be r e a d i ly  recogn ized  as Alonteuia's g r e a te s t  
b e n e fa c to r—Mr. J .  B . H oggin. Montana has done much fo r  him, he has done 
much f o r  M ontana." On August 24» 1898, th e  I n te r  M ountain s a id  th a t  
"Mr. Daly w i l l  n o t be a  c a n d id a te  fo r  th e  s e n a te , i f  th e  I n t e r  Mountain 
judges h is  purposes a r i g h t .  H is s o le  purpose now i s  to  promote th e  h a r­
mony and su ccess  o f  th e  s i l v e r  fo rc e s  and a id  to  th e  e x te n t o f h is
a b i l i t y  in  o b ta in in g  th e  f in a n c ia l  independence o f  th e  American p eo p le ."  
But on November 6 , 1898, th e  I n t e r  Itountaln  observed : "Had th e  Anaconda
S tan d ard  answered th e  charges o f  co e rc io n  made a g a in s t  th e  Anaconda 
Copper co j^any  by th e  B u tte  M iner, by p u b lis h in g  a  ca rd  from th e  manager, 
g u a ra n te e in g  to  a l l  employees th e  rlggbt to  v o te  as they  p le ased  w ithou t 
ia ç » e r i l l in g  t h e i r  p o s i t io n s ,  how n ic e ly  th e  C lark  men would have been 
answ ered . The wind would have been tak en  ou t o f  t h e i r  s a i l s . "
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C la rk  because he had c a r r ie d  th e  jxrim ariea in  S i lv e r  Bow, he had abandoned 
th e  fu s io n  id e a .^ ^
N e v e r th e le s s , i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  M antle’s  d e s i r e  f o r  th e  s e n a to r ­
s h ip  was r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  r e f u s a l  o f  th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans to  accep t 
th e  D em ocratio p la n  f o r  fu s io n .  The Anaconda S tandard  claim ed th a t  he was 
re co g n ised  as th e  supreme a u th o r i ty  a t  th e  S i lv e r  R epublican  conven tion  in  
Anaconda, and guided  i t s  every  s te p .^ ^  The S i lv e r  Republ loans were given  
th e  o p p o r tu n !^  to  name th e  congressman} b u t because th e  Democrats wanted 
th e  s e n a to r s h ip , i t  would seem th a t  M antle and h is  supportez^  would no t 
ag ree  to  fu s io n  on th o se  te rm s . Not on ly  d id  M an tle’s S i lv e r  R epublicans 
r e fu s e  th e  p la n  f o r  f u s io n ,  b u t f o r  th e  f lx w t tim e in  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  
s t a t e ,  a  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  named i t s  ca n d id a te  f o r  th e  S enate a t  i t s  con­
v e n t io n . A r e s o lu t io n  passed  by th e  o<mvention pledged th e  p a r k ’s 
su p p o rt f o r  M antle f o r  s e n a to r
Soon a f t e r  M antle’s r e b u f f  a t  Anaconda, he s u f fe re d  an o th e r s e t ­
b ack , H is p o s i t io n  as  chairm en o f  th e  S i lv e r  R epublican  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  
com m ittee was ch a llen g ed  by a  le a d in g  member o f  th e  p a r ty .  At a  m eeting
o f  th e  s t a t e  com m ittee on O ctober 7» C h arles  S . Hartman demanded o f M antle
22an e x p la n a tio n  f o r  fu s io n  w ith  th e  go ld  Republ loans in  v a r io u s  c o u n tie s .
^^ i n t e r  M ountain, March 8 , 1 9 0 0 .
^^Anaconda S ta n d a rd . O ctober 23 , 1898.
^^ I n te r  M ountain, November 2 ,  1898.
22Anaconda S ta n d a rd . O ctober 8 , 1898. The G reat F a l ls  T ribune 
had announced th e  fu s io n  in  Cascade co u n ty . I t  claim ed th a t  M antle, 
when he had v i s i t e d  G rea t F a l l s ,  to ld  th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans th a t  he 
d id  n o t car® what a l l i a n c e s  th e y  e n te re d  in to .  A ll  he in s i s te d  was 
th a t  th iy  m a in ta in  t h e i r  o rg a n is a t io n  and p u t up a  l e g i s l a t i v e  t i c k e t  
fa v o ra b le  to  h is  o an d id acy . O ctober 6 , 1898. I t  l a t e r  d e c la re d  th a t  
th e  fu s io n  was o f f ,  a l t h o u ^  James H. Mont e a t  h  o f B u tte , b u s in e ss  
manager o f  th e  I n t e r  M ountain and co n sid ered  f ih n tle ’s p o l i t i c a l  manager, 
p lead ed  w ith  b o th  com m ittees. O ctober 13, 1898.
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Ho changed th a t  fu e io n  had bean e f fe c te d  in  Cascade and M issoula co u n ties»  
and was b e in g  d isc u sse d  in  S i lv e r  Bovo M antle r e p l ie d  th a t  th e  men nomi­
n a ted  on th e  go ld  R epublican  t i c k e t  ware s i l v e r  men. Hartman th en  pro­
duced a  l e t t e r  from  C h arles  A# Towns» n a t io n a l  chairm an of  th e  S i lv e r  
R epublican  p a rty »  which deposed M antle as s t a t e  chairm an f o r  having  
**couRtenanoed» i f  n o t d i r e c t l y  caused a  fu s io n  between th e  s i l v e r  repub­
l ic a n s  and go ld  re p u b lic a n s  o f  S i lv e r  Bow c o u n t y . I n  t h i s  l e t t e r .
Towns named 0 .  P* Chisholm  o f  Bozeman» a f r ie n d  o f Hartman» to  re p la c e  
M antle When M antle in d ig n a n tly  re p u d ia te d  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f Towne to
remove him» Hartman» aooom^panied by Chisholm and two o th e r  members o f th e
25committee» walked o u t o f  th e  h a l l .  The committee members ^ o  rem ained
th en  p assed  r e s o lu t io n s  condemning Hartman and denying th e  a u th o r i ty  o f
Towne to  remove a  d u ly  e le c te d  chairm an o f  a  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  com m ittee.
26They ended by g iv in g  M antle t h e i r  endorsem ent. The Dem ocratic papers
^^Anaccmda S ta n d a rd . O ctober 6 » 1898; G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e .
O ctober 9» 1898.
^^A o tu a lly  th e r e  were in tim a tio n s  d u rin g  th e  summer th a t  Hartman 
and M antle had s u f fe re d  a  f a l l i n g - o u t .  In  Ju ly»  th e  Helena Independent 
had observed  th a t  i t  looked  as i f  e i t h e r  M antle o r  Hartman would walk 
ou t o f  th e  S i lv e r  R epub lican  conven tion  a t  Anaconda. C ited  in  th e  
B i l l in g s  G a z e tte . J u ly  26» 1898. M a n tle 's  co o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  R epublicans 
in  C ongress may have been  th e  ca u se .
^^^Anaoonda S ta n d a rd . O ctober 8 » 1898; G reat F a l la  T ribune ,
O ctober 9» 1898*
^ ^ r e a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e , O ctober 9$ 1898. The I n t e r  Itoun ta in  
charged  th a t  th e  id io le a f f a i r  was a  " p lo t"  which had begun b e fo re  th e  Ana­
conda conven tion  was ev er h e ld .  Hartman and Chisholm were in  leag u e  w ith  
th e  D aly D em ocrats, in  an a ttem p t to  d is r u p t  and d e s tro y  th e  S i lv e r  
R epub lican  o rg a n is a t io n .  The l e t t e r »  which was undated» had been w r i t te n  
by Towne b e fo re  th e  co n v en tio n  took p la c e  » Chisholm to ld  a  man. The I n te r  
M ountain c o n tin u e d , " I t  i s  now knowi th a t  had th e  o p p o rtu n ity  p re se n te d  
i t s e l f  d u r in g  th e  Anaconda conventi<m , Mr. Hartman would have produced a  
l e t t e r  s ig n e d  hy Mr. Towne deposing  Mr. M antle on th e  grounds th a t  he was 
t r y in g  to  p re v e n t th e  nom ination  o f  Mr. Hartman» and was th u s  c o n s p ir in g  
a g a in s t  th e  I n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  s i l v e r  c a u se ."  When M antle had n o m in a te  
Hartman f o r  oongressman» Hartman had no grounds f o r  c a r ry in g  ou t th e  
" p lo t"  a t  th e  c a a v e n tio n . O ctober 12 , 1698.
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e tf tte d  t h a t  M antle had been o u s te d , and th e  I n t e r  M ountain p ro te s te d  th a t  
t h ^  shou ld  c o r r e c t  t h e i r  s ta tem en ts
The renew al o f  th e  G lark-D aly  b a t t l e  caused th e  S i lv e r  Bow 
county  p o l i t i c a l  scene to  become v ery  confused in  th e  f a l l  o f 1 8 9 8 .
For a  tim e i t  appeared  th a t  th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans and th e  go ld  Repub­
l ic a n s  would u n i te  w ith in  th e  coun ty . In  t h e i r  county conven tion , 
th e  S i lv e r  R epublioans expressed  fa v o ra b le  sen tim en t f o r  fu s io n  w ith
th e  go ld  p a r ty  because th e y  f e l t  th a t  i t  would h e lp  M antle »s candidacy 
^ ^ 28fo r  th e  S e n a te . I n  th e  meantim e, C la i_  was seek in g  p o l i t i c a l  a l l ia n c e s  
w ith  v a r io u s  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t io n s  w ith in  th e  county in  o rd e r to  break  
D aly *8 c o n tro l  o ver th e  D em ooratic coun ty  o rg a n is a t io n . On O ctober 8 , 
C lark  was In s tru m e n ta l in  th e  fo rm a tio n  of a  fu s io n  t i c k e t  o f  R epubli­
ca n s , P o p u l is ts ,  and "Independen t G itis e n s "  whose s o le  purpose was to  
w rest c o n tro l  away from th e  Daly Democrats A l th o u ^  i t  was thought 
f o r  a  tim e th a t  M a n tle 's  S i lv e r  R epublicans would jo in  C la rk 's  fu s io n  
t i c k e t ,  Ih u a tle 's  fo llo w e rs  a t  th e  l a s t  m inute decided  n o t to  make an
^^ I n te r  M ountain. O ctober 19 , 1898. H artm an 's r é s ig n â t i w  had 
l e f t  a  vacancy f o r  ccsigresdman on bo th  th e  S i lv e r  R epublican  and P o p u lis t  
t i c k e t s .  The Hartman wing o f th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans nominated th e  Demo­
c r a t i c  c a n d id a te  f o r  congressm an. The M antle wing nom inated th e  man 
chosen by th e  P o p u lis ts  t o  f i l l  H artm an 's p la c e . The d i s t r i c t  c o u r t de­
c id ed  th a t  th e  c a n d id a te s  nom inated ty  b o th  wings o f th e  S i lv e r  R epublican 
party would n o t ap p ear on th e  b a l lo t  because t h e i r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  were 
f i l e d  b e fo re  th e  r e s ig n a t io n  o f  Hartman had been f i l e d .  G reat F a l ls  
TrlTnme. O ctober 15 , 18» 19» 1898 •
M ountain. Septem ber 2 6 , 1898. See a ls o  F oor, op . c i t . . 
p .  3 7 . The Anaconda S tan d a rd  claim ed th a t  th e  g o ld  R egublioans d id  n o t 
fav o r  fu s io n  because t h ^  had re c e iv e d  th e  "h ind  end" o f  th e  t i c k e t .  
O ctober 1 , 1890. A l a t e r  S tan d a rd  d is p a tc h  c o rre c te d  t h i s  s ta te m e n t, and 
s a id  th e  S i lv e r  R epub licans l e f t  s e v e ra l  o f  th e  b e s t  nom inations open f o r  
th e  g o ld  men. O ctober 5 , 1898.
^^F oor, OP. c i t . , p .  37*
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aX llanoe w ith  th e  C la rk  man.^^ The S i lv e r  R epublicane l a t e r  h e ld  t h e i r  
own coun ty  co n v en tio n , and nom inated a com plete l i s t  o f  c a n d id a te s .
charged  th a t  Daly fo s te re d  th e  a c t io n  o f  th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans 
in  o rd e r  to  d iv id e  th e  v o te  o f  th e  F u s io n is ts .^ ^
The e le c t io n  o f  1898 c le a r ly  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e
would n o t r e e l e c t  M antle to  th e  S e n a te . In  t h i s  e l e c t io n ,  th e  Democrats
a g a in  g a in ed  c o n tro l  o f  b o th  branches o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The S i lv e r
Hepubllcaxm e le c te d  o n ly  fo u r  members, A R epublican , Theodore A rs n tly ,
was e l e c t  mi c h ie f  ju s t io e i  in  th e  raioe fo r  th e  o th e r  s t a t e  o f f i c e s ,  th e
52Democrats were su o c e ss fU l.
Bven b e fo re  th e  d e fe a t  o f  th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans in  th e  e le c t io n  
o f  1898, however, M antle had begun a  g rad u a l r é c o n c i l ia t io n  w ith  th e  regu­
l a r  R ep u b lic an s . The p o s s ib le  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  fu s io n  movement may have 
mac.a him r e a l i s e  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  new p o l i t i c a l  a l l i e s .  I f  he d id  n o t 
succeed in  becoming s e n a to r  in  1 8 9 6  th rough  h is  co o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  s i l ­
v e r  p a r t i e s ,  p ro o f  o f  h i s  I c ^ a l ty  to  th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  th e  s ta lw a r t  Repub­
l ic a n s  m i ^ t  a id  h is  cand idacy  in  1900. H is r e tu r n  to  th e  p a r ty  was 
f i r s t  e v id e n t on a  n a t io n a l  l e v e l ,  and h is  fe llo w  Montana s e n a to r ,  Tom 
C a r te r ,  may have been p a r t i a l l y  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  h i s  changing a t t i t u d e .  I n  
th e  S e n a te , in  a d d i t io n  to  su p p o rtin g  such a  R epublican  measure as th e
50AT̂ Aoonda S ta n d a rd . O ctober 8 , 1898. The S tandard  s a id  th e  S i lv e r  
R epublicans would n o t under any c o n d itio n s  make unholy  a l l ia n c e s  w ith  th e  
C la rk  campaign fu n d . The I n t e r  M ountain announced t h a t ,  a f t e r  some d i s ­
c u s s io n , th e  S i lv e r  R epub licans had decided  n o t to  jo in  th e  r e g u la r  Repub­
l i c a n s .  who a l l i e d  them selves w ith  th e  C lark  D em ocrats. O ctober 9 , 1898.
51poor, OP. p i t . ,  p .  57* The Anaconda S tandard  s a id  th e  I n t e r  
M ountain ti<dcet was t r u e  to  s i l v e r ,  and M antle had no cause to  be ashamed 
o f  i t .  O ctober 2 1 , 1898. L a te r  i t  claim ed th a t  M a n tle 's  men and h is  
new spaper worked overtim e to  keep th e  t io k e t  i n t a c t .  C la rk 's  su p p o rte rs  
k e p t r a id in g  M a n tle 's  t i c k e t .  November 2 ,  1898.
^ F o o r ,  O P .  p i t . a p .  5 8 "
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p p o te o tlv e  t a r i f f ,  S ^ t l e  a ls o  agr«*d v l th  th e  p o l ic ie s  o f  th e  R epuhllcan  
s d e lh ls t r e t io o .  on th e  S panish—American War. A c tu a lly , th e  problems 
r a i s e d  th e  war w ith  i t s  r e s u l t a n t  is s u e  o f  im p eria lism  e v e n tu a lly  
o f fe re d  th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans a  g ra c e fu l means to  r e tu r n  to  th e  ranks 
o f  th e  Grand Old P a r ty .
I n  th e  coma t r o v e r s  le s  over Cuba and H aw aii, bo th  M antle and h ia
jo u rn a l  openly  ev inced  p ro -ad mtni s t r a t i o n  sen tim en ts  • He gave one o f  h is
m ajor speeches in  th e  S en a te  on A p ril 4 , 1898, on th e  Cuban R e so lu tio n
which c a l le d  f o r  th e  u se  o f  armed fo rc e  in  se c u r in g  th e  independence o f
G uba.^) The B i l l in g s  O a a e tte  commented*
U hlika many o f  th o se  who, l i k e  h im s e lf , d is a g re e  w ith  th e  p re s id e n t 
a lo n g  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e s .  S en a to r M antle does n o t be long  to  th a t  d e sp i­
c a b le  sch o o l o f  v i c io u s ,  n a rro v -m in d ^  p a r t is a n s  who make use o f  th e  
p re s e n t c r i s i s  i n  an e f f o r t  to  m anufacture a  l i t t l e  oheap p o l i t i c a l  
c a p i t a l . . . .  I n  th e  co u rse  o f  h is  sp eech . H r. M antle s a id  he h«d 
no w ish o r  in te n t io n  o f  c r i t i c i s i n g  o r  c a s t in g  th e  s l i g h t e s t  r e f l e c ­
t io n  upon th e  a d m in is t ra t io n  and d e c la re d  th a t  he doubted n o t th a t  
McKinley had pursued  a  w ise and a  p a t r i o t i c  co u rse  and endeavored to  
so lv e  th e  problem  in  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s u b s ta n t ia l  j u s t i c e  to  a l l  
o o o o em ed .)4
The I n t e r  M ountain a l s o  re v e a le d  M antle’s changing a t t i t u d e  when i t  said*
T his p ap e r i s  n o t in  sympathy w ith  th o se  men who h a rsh ly  c r i t i ­
c i s e  P re s id e n t  McKinl*w f o r  u n lo ad in g  upcm congress th e  q u e s tio n  o f 
th e  Cuban s e t t le m e n t . ) ^
% e n . M a n tle 's  v o te  ( a c tu a l ly  he had a rran g ed  a  p a i r )  f o r  th e  annexation
53See th e  G rea t P a l l s  T rib u n e . November 28 , 1897s February 2 3 , 1898j 
March I J ,  1898; A p ril 5» 1898; A p ril 17, 1898; and th e  I n t e r  M ountain. 
F ebruary  2 3 , 1898; March 4 # 1898; March 6 , 1898; March 13 , 1898. As e a r ly  
as November, 1897» M antle had sp(dc@n in  fa v o r  o f  re c o g n iz in g  th e  b e l l ig e r e n t  
r ig h t s  o f  th e  Cubans.
J ^ B il l ln g s  G a z e tte .  A p r i l  1 5 , 1898.
M ountain. A p ril 17 , 1898. The I n t e r  M ountain in s i s te d  
t h a t  th e  s i l v e r  men had no r i g h t  to  o b je c t to  th e  new Issu e s  growing 
ou t o f  th e  w ar. A c tu a lly ,  some o f  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  was t h e i r s  because 
th e y  had su p p o rted  th e  war in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e . M a n tle 's  jo u rn a l was 
r e f e r r i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  to  B ryan . He had orig lzuL lly  supported  th e  war; 
th en  he had become an opponent o f  th e  a c q u is i t io n  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  
p o s s e s s io n s . I n t e r  M ountain, J u ly  10 , 1898.
-1 4 1 -
o f  H aw aii was ooznrlnein^ erridcnce, in  J u ly ,  th a t  he sup p o rted  th e  
a d m in is t r a t io n .
I t e n t l e 's  v o te  on a  b i l l  which c a l le d  f o r  th e  is s u in g  o f  bonds to  
p ro v id e  revenue f o r  th e  conduct o f  th e  w ar, aroused  c o n s id e ra b le  d isc u s ­
s io n  among th e  s i l v e r  men as  w e ll a s  th e  o ld  H ep u b lican s , The I n t e r  
jftnm tain  i n i t i a l l y  ap o lo g ised  f o r  lfen tle* s  v o te ,  c la im in g  th a t  th e  war 
had r a i s e d  new is s u e s .  M a n tle 's  jo u rn a l even in tim a te d  th a t  th e  prob­
lems growing ou t o f  th e  war m ight su p ersed e  th e  f in a n c ia l  is s u e  as th e  
p r in c ip a l  q u e s tio n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e b a te .57 L a te r ,  th e  I n t e r  M ountain 
s a id  t h a t  M antle f e l t  he had to  v o te  f o r  a  means to  f in a n c e  th e  war 
a s  he had been in  fa v o r  o f  th e  d e c la r a t io n  which began i t .  He had v o ted  
w ith  th e  m in o rity  in  th e  S en a te  upon every  p ro p o s itio n  to  change th e  
scope o f  th e  b i l l ;  b u t f i n a l l y  he had found i t  n eo esea ry  to  v o te  f o r  
th e  bond m eaeure, s in o e  money was needed in  o rd e r  to  f i ^ t  th e  w a r .5®
The G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e , a  s i l v e r  paper which had "been f r ie n d ly  to  Man­
t l e ,  d id  n o t ag ree  w ith  th e  re a so n in g  o f  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. I t  claim ed 
th a t  th e  bond is s u e  was an a t te a q it  o f  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  T reasu ry  
Igrman J .  Gage to  f a s te n  th e  g o ld  s ta n d a rd  more s e c u re ly  on th e  co u n try .
3 ^ r e a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e* J u ly  14» 1698. The T ribune wondered i f  
th e  I n t e r  M ountain was g iv in g  up s i l v e r  f o r  th e  "go ld-bug” p o lic y  o f  
t e r r i t o r i a l  expansion  and a n n e x a tio n .
37 ln te r  M ountain. J u ly  2 4 , 1898.
36 l b i d . . Septm sber 2 8 , 1898. The I n t e r  M ountain d e c la re d  th a t  
M antle v o ted  a g a in s t  th e  bond is s u e  and in  fav o r  o f  th e  amendment to  
is s u e  $150 ,000,000 in  t r e a s u ry  n o te s  b e a rin g  2 p e r  c e n t i n t e r e s t  p e r  
annum. He v o ted  f o r  th e  co in ag e  o f  th e  s i l v e r  se ig n io ra g e  in  th e  t r e a s ­
u r y .  He v o ted  f o r  le v y in g  th e  ta x  upon th e  S tandard  O i l ,  th e  Sugar 
T ru s t ,  AMd th e  Pullm an S le e p in g  Car Co. But when a l l  o f  th e se  amendments 
f a i l e d ,  he re fu s e d  to  v o te  a g a in s t  th e  measure because he knew, as 
ev e ry  " s e n s ib le "  man knew, th a t  money must be secu red  w ith  which to  
c a r r y  on th e  w ar.
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I t  f u r th e r  charged  th a t  C a r te r  had in f lu en c ed  M antle to  v o te  f o r  th e  
measure
Two R epuhllcan  p ap ers w ith in  th e  s t a t e  were p lea sed  ly  h is  s ta n d . 
The Eelm m  S e ra ld  p ra is e d  h i s  p a t r io t is m  in  su p p o rtin g  th e  ad m i-iis tra -  
t lœ i  in  th e  o^mduct o f  th e  w ar, ®ie B i l l in g s  Grsaette e x u lte d 3
S e n a to r  Lee M antle when he v o ted  f o r  th e  war revenue b i l l — bond 
f e a tu r e  and a l l — dem onstra ted  t h a t  h is  h e a r t  was in  th e  r ig h t  p la c e . 
The in d ic a t io n s  a r e  m u lt ip ly in g  th a t  a l l  k in d s  o f  re p u b lic an s  a re  
s low ly  h u t s u re ly  r a l l y i n g  around th e  same o ld  banner ,40
The C a a e tte  l a t e r  d e c la re d  t h a t  M antle was g a in in g  p o p u la r ity  w ith  th e
peop le  o f  th e  B i l l in g s  a r e a ,  and t h a t  th e y  would be w i l l in g  to  a id  him in
h is  h id  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .41 P e rh ap s , o th e r  m o tiv a t iw s  th a n  d evo tion  to
R epublican  p r in c ip le s  were behind  l& u itle 's  sup p o rt o f  th e  bond m easure.
A f te r  th e  e l e c t io n  o f  1893» th e  p o l i t i c a l  g o ss ip  in  Montana 
h in te d  th a t  M antle was d r i f t i n g  hack to  th e  Grand Old Par*ty, and th a t  
he was lo s in g  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s i l v e r  i s s u e .  M antle must have r e a l iz e d  
th a t  he co u ld  most e f f e c t iv e ly  dem onstra te  h is  lo y a l ty  to  th e  adm inis­
t r a t i o n  «d iile  he was s t i l l  a  s e n a to r .  P e rh a i» , i t  was n o t to o  l a t e  
to  redeem h im s e lf .  H is a ttem p ts  to  a id  th e  r e c o n o i l ia t io n  between 
th e  go ld  and s i l v e r  E ep u h licsn s  i n  s e v e ra l  co u n tie s  in  1698 had been 
a  s te p  in  th e  r i ^ t  d i r e c t i o n .  A r e g u la r  R epublican  p ap e r, th e  B i l l in g s  
G a z e tte , now p r ^ l o t e d  t h a t  th e  C a rte r-M an tle  combine w ished to  make
3 9 a re s t F K lls  T rib u n e . O ctober I 5 , 1898. The I n t e r  M ountain s a id  
th e  r e p o r ts  t h a t  M antle had v i s i t e d  Mark Hanna d u rin g  th e  summer a t  h is  
home a t  Old P o in t Comfort were e rro n eo u s . Hanna d id  n o t have a  home 
th e r e ,  b u t was on an ex c u rs io n  b o a t a t  th e  same tim e M antle was.
O ctober 1 6 , 1898, See a l s o  th e  G reat P a l l s  T rib u n e . O ctober 2 0 , 1898,
4Q B llliiu rs G a z e tte . Jim s I 4 , 1898.
41 lb id . . June 21, 1898.
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U an tle  th e  R epuhlloan  g a h e m a to r la l  c a o d ld a te  in  1900.42 xn an i n t e r ­
view  in  Chloago in  December, M antle a lig n e d  h im se lf  even c lo s e r  to  th e  
a d m in is tra tio n *  Xn h ie  s ta te m e n ts , he emphasized th a t  th e  s i l v e r  people 
in  th e  West had been d ie  «appointed in  th e  re c œ it e l e c t io n s ,  and he p re ­
d ic te d  t h a t  s i l v e r  would n o t be th e  dom inant is s u e  in  th e  e le c t io n  o f  1900. 
He a t t r i b u t e d  th e  d e c l in in g  i n t e r e s t  i n  s i l v e r  to  th e  Democrats whose 
le a d e rs  w ere seek in g  new p o l i t i c a l  is s u e s  >43 He d id  n o t m ention th e  
im portance o f  th e  Republ le a n -su p p o rt ed war t o  th e  m onetary q u e s tio n .
Congress reconvened in  December, 1396, and M antle went to  
W ashington to  f in i s h  h i s  te rm . H is a c tio n s  o f  th e  p a s t  n in e  months 
e v id e n tly  caused  h is  c o lle a g u e s  to  q u e s tio n  h is  s in c e r i t y  in  th e  s i l v e r  
i s s u e .  A t a  co n feren ce  on Jan u ary  18 , 1899, th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans o f  th e  
House and S en ate  c h a s t is e d  M antle f o r  h i s  " tre a c h e ry "  in  th e  campaign o f  
1693. H is p a r t i c u l a r  crim e was th a t  he had worked to  se cu re  u n ite d  
a c t io n  betwewa th e  g o ld  and s i l v e r  R ep u b lican s . ühe group f e l t  th a t  
t h i s  was b u t a  p re lim in a ry  to  th e  com plete ab so rp tio n  o f  th e  S i lv e r  Repub­
l i c a n  p a r ty  by th e  go ld  R epublicans in  th e  e le c t io n  o f  1900, This a c tio n  
in  W ashington amounted to  a  p r a c t i c a l  excommunication o f  M antle from th e  
n a t io n a l  S i lv e r  R e~ublloan p a r ty .44
42 lb id . .  December 27 , 1898. The V irg in ia  C ity  M adisonian fav o red  
M antle f o r  th e  g o v e rn o rsh ip . The M adisonian, c i te d  i n  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. 
Jan u ary  2 ,  1899. % e  B i l l in g s  Timm» charged th a t  M a n tle 's  p o l i t i c a l  
c a re e r  was alm ost f in is h e d  because th e  combine between C a r te r  and him 
would n o t en d u re . B i l l in g s  Tim es, c i te d  in  th e  B i l l in g s  g a z e t t e .
December 2 7 , 1898»
^ % l l l l n g s  G a z e tte . December 2 3 , 1898.
44G reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . F ebruary  5 , 1899. An e d i t o r i a l  in th e  
I n t e r  M ountain claim ed th a t  th e  m eeting  which d is c re d i te d  M antle was h e ld  
by o n ly  two S i lv e r  Republ io a n s , Hartman end Towne. The a r t i c l e  in s i s t e d  
th a t  M antle had saved  th e  Montana p a r ty  from b e in g  a  "sidekick*’ o f  th e
D em ocrats. F ebruary  24 , 1899.
I t  sh o u ld  be remember»^ th a t  w h ile  M antle was s e rv in g  h is  l a s t
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On lâarch 4 » 1899, M antle*e s é n a to r ia l  e a re e r  ended, and th e  
ito im ta in  suaaaarized « h a t i t  co n s id e red  th e  im p o rtan t a s p e c ts  o f 
h is  stmgr in  W ashington.
B ut w h ile  he l e f t  no s te p  un taken  to  advance th e  I n te r e s t s  o f  th e  
Montana w ool-grow ers,  and to  a id  th e  stockman w ith  a t a r i f f  on 
h id e s ,  he made every  e f f o r t  to  a s s i s t  th e  m iner hy f ig h t in g  fo r  f r e e  
o ysn ide  f o r  th e  tre a tm e n t o f  o re s ,  and by o p p o s itio n  to  th e  infamous 
f o r e s t  r e s e rv a t io n  o rd e r  hy G rover C lev e lan d , whtch  handicapped 
m iners in  th e  developm ent o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t ie s .  In  every  p o s s ib le  
way he p ro te c te d  th e  I n te r e s t s  o f th e  m iner and th e  mine owner. Nor 
d id  he overlook  th e  fa rm er, bu t wozked e a rn e s t ly  to  secu re  p ro te c ­
t io n  f o r  b a r l f ^  grow ers, and o th e r  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s  in  th i s  s t a t e .  .
. • hVeiy h o n est s i l v e r  man in  Montana—every  b im e ta l l i s t  who i s  
more in te re s te d , in  th e  p ro p er s o lu t io n  o f problem  of f r e e  co in ­
age th a n  in  s u b o rd in a tin g  th e  q u e s tio n  to  th e  d esig n s o f  p a r ty  
schem ers— owes to  S e n a to r  M antle h is  s in c e re  ap p ro v a l.
A side from h i s  view s on b im e ta llism  th e  s e n a to r 's  course  has 
been one o f  lo y a l ty  to  th e  n a t io n a l  a d m in is tra t io n . True to  th e  
p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  s i l v e r  re p u b lic a n  p a r ty ,  which d i f f e r  from th o se  
o f  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  in  on ly  th e  m a tte r  o f  th e  f r e e  coinage o f 
s i l v e r .  S e n a to r  M antle has s u s ta in e d  P re s id e n t McKinley in  every 
e f f o r t  lo o k in g  to  th e  p ro s p e r i ty  and w e lfa re  o f th e  country .45
I f  th e  s i l v e r  i s s u e  had n o t become a  c e n te r  o f  co n tro v e rsy  in  th e  
U nited  S t a t e s ,  i t  i s  h ig h ly  p o s s ib le  t h a t  M antle would have been r e e le c te d  
by h i s  p a r ty  to  th e  S e n a te . As a  s e n a to r ,  he c a r e fu l ly  watched over th e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t  e lem en ts w ith in  h is  s t a t e — farm er, m iner, mine 
owner, lumberman—and dem onstrated  th a t  he was w i l l in g  to  f ig b t  fo r  
m easures f o r  t h e i r  w e lfa re .  I f  he had only  adhered  to  th e  k ep u b lican
th r e e  mcmtha as a s e n a to r ,  th e  Montana l e g i s l a tu r e  was in  s e s s io n  f o r  th e  
purpose o f  s e le c t in g  h i s  s u c c e s s o r . T his was th e  famous l e g i s l a tu r e  o f 
1899 in  which W. A. C la rk  bought h is  way in to  th e  S e n a te . IW itle  does no t 
ap p ear to  have p layed  any s ig n i f i c a n t  r o l e .  B ie Anaconda S tandard  charged 
th a t  M antle ad v ised  th e  R epublican  members o f th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  to  v o te  fo r  
C la rk , b u t th e  I n t e r  ^ u n t a i n  and M antle h im se lf  den ied  t h i s .  One o f 
th e  R epub lican  members o f  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  s u b s ta n t ia te d  t h i s  d e n ia l .  See 
th e  I n t e r  M ountain. Ja n u a ry 31, 18991 F ebruary  1 , 4 , 1899. The I n te r  
M w m taln. w h ile  c la im in g  to  be n e u t r a l ,  was somewhat more f r ie n d ly  to  
C la rk  th a n  to  D aly . See th e  I n t e r  M ountain. January  2 7 , 28 , 1899;
February 6 , 1899; March 21 , 1899* R e p re se n ta tiv e  P ark er o f  G ra n ite  county 
v o te d  f o r  M antle on te n  b a l l o t s ,  and th en  sw itched  to  C la rk . I n t e r  Mountain, 
Ja n u a ry  20 , 1899; G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e . January  22 , 1899*
45 ln te r  Mountain. March 6 , 1899*
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paarty p r in o lp le a , I t  i s  l i k e ly  th a t  he would have rem ained in  th e  fa v o r  
o f  th e  p a r ty  le a d e rs  as w e ll a s  h ie  c o n s ti tu e n ts *
But Ib u itle  reach ed  th e  h e ig h t o f  h is  c a re e r  j u s t  as th e  s i l v e r  
is s u e  ach iev ed  i t s  p in n a c le  o f  irg x )rten ce . And th e  is s u e  became so  
v i t a l  t o  him t i i a t  he s a c r i f i c e d  h is  p a r ty  in  o rd e r to  advocate  i t*  His 
b o l t  from th e  p a r ty  in  1896 meant th a t  th e  s t a t e  R epublican  p a r ty ,  o f  
which he was ohedrman o f  th e  c e n t r a l  com m ittee, was r ip p ed  asunder*
His d e fe c t io n  in  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s i l v e r  earned  him “toe w rath  o f th e  
p a r ty  members who rem ained l ^ a l ,  especi80.1y when th e  Demoorats and 
P o p u lis ts  were su e o e s a fu l in  th e  s t a t e  e le c t io n  in  1896.
M antle and th e  o th e r  b im e ta l l i s t s  d id  n o t re co g n ise  th e  d e fe a t 
o f  s i l v e r  in  1896. They o rg an ized  th e  S i lv e r  R epublican  p a r ty  in  
1897s Wiloh l a t e r  d e c la re d  i t s e l f  in  fa v o r  o f  fu s io n  w ith  th e  P o p u lis ts  
and Democrats to  win th e  e l e c t io n  o f  1898. M antle became one o f th e  
le a d in g  advocates o f  t h i s  fu s io n  movement. H is d e s i r e  to  be r e e le c te d  
to  th e  S en a te  ap p ears  to  have been a s  im p o rtan t as  h is  i n t e r e s t  in  
th e  s i l v e r  is s u e  i t s e l f .  The a ttem p t a t  fu s io n  in  Montana f a i l e d  
when th e  Democrats p re se n te d  th e  o th e r  two p a r t i e s  w ith  a  p lan  which 
th ey  were u n ab le  to  a c c e p t .  M a n tle 's  am bition  to  r e tu r n  to  th e  S en a te , 
how ever, may have been p a r t ly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  r e f u s a l  o f h is  p a r ty  
to  a g re e  to  th e  term s demanded by th e  D em ocrats. I t  i s  a ls o  hi gh ly  
p ro b ab le  th a t  Sfercus Daly used th e  fu s io n  movement to  re co v e r h is  
p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g th ;  when he d isc o v e red  th a t  he no lo n g e r needed th e  
S i lv e r  R e p u b lic an s , he r i d  h im s e lf  o f  them by r e f u s in g  to  su p p o rt M antle 
foe  th e  s e n a to r s h ip ,  knowing th a t  M a n tle 's  p a r ty  would a c cep t no o th e r  
te rm s . I t  i s  e v id e n t t h a t  M antle had expected  Daly to  su p p o rt him fo r  
th e  s e n a to r s h ip  in  1898-99•
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W hile M antle was engrossed  in  th e  fu s io n  movement, he was a t  
th e  same tim e a t t e s ^ t i n g  a  slow  r e c o n c i l ia t io n  w ith  th e  S ep u h lican  p a r ty .  
P e rh ap s , he f e l t  i t  was n e c e ssa ry  to  f in d  p o l i t i c a l  su p p o rt from o th e r  
so u rces  I f  th e  fu s io n  movement f a i l e d .  H is changing  a t t i t u d e  was c l e a r e r  
on th e  n a t io n a l  le v e l  th a n  in  th e  s t a t e .  He supported  th e  ad m in is tra ­
t io n  in  th e  Spanish-A m erican War, ho th  hy v o tin g  f o r  th e  d e c la r a t io n  
idiioh s t a r t e d  th e  war end hy v o tin g  f o r  a  bond measure to  f in a n c e  i t .  
L a te r  in  th e  f a l l  o f  1898, a f t e r  th e  fu s io n  movement f a i l e d ,  he a ttem pted  
th e  un ion  o f  th e  s i l v e r  and g o ld  K epuhlleans in  s e v e ra l  Montana c o u n tie s . 
Thus, M antle h«%sn a  slow  movement hack to  th e  r e g u la r  p a r ty  o rg a n iz a tio n  
in  th e  s t a t e .  So e v id e n t d id  h i s  in te n t io n s  become th a t  i n  Jan u ary , 1899, 
th e  n a t io n a l  S i lv e r  B epab licans re a d  him o u t o f th e  p a r ty .
CHAPTER T in  
THE PADEODT
When M antle re tu rn e d  to  p r iv a te  l i f e  on March 4 ,  1899, h is  
am b itio n  waa o b v io u sly  unquenohed* For a t  l e a s t  th e  n e x t e ig h t y e a r s ,  th e  
e a rn e s t  and s t i l l  young p o l i t i c i a n —>he was only  fo r ty -s e v e n  in  1899-- 
a ttem p ted  t o  r e g a in  th e  p o s i t io n  he d e s ire d  so mueh, th a t  o f  U nited S ta te s  
s e n a to r .  But b e fo re  he eou ld  a g a in  a t t a i n  p o l i t i c a l  auooesa, a  new 
e a re e r  had to  be b u i l t  cm th e  sham bles o f  th e  o ld .  To ach ieve  t h i s  g o a l, 
s e v e r a l  s te p s  were r e q u ir e d .  F i r s t ,  he would h a re  to  r e c t i f y  h is  m ajor 
p o l i t i c a l  m is tak e , t h a t  o f  b o l t in g  th e  R epublican  p a r ty .  New o rg an ised  
p o l i t i c a l  su p p o rt was n e c e s s a ry , a s  th e  S i lv e r  R epublican  f a c t io n  had been 
v i r t u a l l y  d e s tro y e d  by th e  e le c t io n  o f  1898. But in  o rd e r  to  r e jo in  th e  
r e g u la r  o r g a n is a t io n ,  i t  was e s s e n t i a l  th a t  he d is c a rd  th e  s i l v e r  i s s u e .  
Then, in  th e  even t o f  h i s  unicoi w ith  th e  o ld  p a r ty ,  be would a g a in  have 
to  be  ac c e p ted  a s  a  p a r ty  le a d e r  and as  a  c a n d id a te  f o r  m ajor o f f i c e s .
Alm ost im m ediately  upon h is  a r r i v a l  i n  B u tte , M antle began a  cov­
e r t  r e t r e a t  on th e  s i l v e r  q u e s t io n , which maneuver h in te d  th a t  b im e ta llism  
was lo s in g  i t s  p o p u la r i ty .  S i lv e r  was no lœ ig e r  io p o r ta n t  as  a  lo c a l  
i s s u e ,  th e  inter M ountain d e c la r e d .1 C onsequently , in  th e  B u tte  c i t y  
e le c t io n  in  A p r i l ,  M antle*s S i lv e r  R epublicans jo in e d  w ith  th e  r e g u la r  
o rg a n iz a t io n  to  form a  m unio ipal t i c k e t . ^
I t  was n o t sm art p o l i t i c a l l y ,  how ever, to  d e c la re  s lz ^ ly  th a t  th e  
s i l v e r  i s s u e  was d ead . T h e re fo re , M an tle’s  m outhpiece began to  "hedge'*
^Mareh 10 , 1899*
2 ln te r  M ountain. March 20 , 1899.
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on th e  m onetary q u e s tio n  by em phasizing th a t  b im e ta llism  had been pushed 
in to  th e  baekgroond by th e  Democrats th em se lv es . The I n t e r  M ountain 
a p p a re n tly  f e l t  th e  need to  j u s t i f y  i t s  s ta n d . I t  i n s i s t e d  th a t  i t  was 
no lo n g e r  w ise  to  su p p o rt Bryan beeause th e re  was j u s t  one p r in c ip a l  » 
paramount i s s u e  in  every  p a r ty  p la tfo rm . In  1896, i t  had been th e  s i l v e r  
is s u e  f o r  th e  Democrats • Bow t h a t  Bryan l^kd tu rn e d  from  s i l v e r  to  a n t i— 
im p e ria lism , i t  was no lo n g e r  d e s i r a b le  to  f a r th e r  h i s  cand idacy .5  Such 
s ta te m e n ts  le d  th e  O rea t F a l l s  T ribune to  announce th a t  M antle had become 
an a rd e n t i m p e r i a l i s t .^  I f  M antle was n o t an  im p e r i a l i s t ,  he a t  l e a s t  was 
g iv in g  a ssu ran ces  t h a t  th e re  would be no more a l l ia n c e s  w ith  th e  D em ocrats.^ 
W hile he was s t i l l  a  s e n a tw .  M antle had in d ic a te d  th a t  he was 
slow ly  r e tu r n in g  to  th e  ran k s  o f  h i s  o ld  p a r ty ,  bu t h is  p r id e  and th e  em­
b arrassm en t whioh would have accompanied any adm ission  o f  g u i l t  h in d e red  
th e  rapp rochem en t. M antle r e a l i z e d ,  o f  c o u rse , t h a t  he would have to  
ach ieve  h i s  r e o o n c i l i a t lo n  on th e  lo c a l  l e v e l ;  even i f  he were accep ted  by 
th e  n a t io n a l  l e a d e r s ,  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  su p p o rte rs  would have to  be in  th e  
s t a t e  o f  M ontana. B efo re  th e  S i lv e r  itepub lioans cou ld  ag a in  become mem­
b e rs  o f  th e  p a re n t o rg a n iz a t io n , however, some agreem ent had to  be 
re a c h e d , as  th e  s i l v e r  men undoubted ly  f e l t  t h ^  should  be rew arded fco* 
t h e i r  r e tu r n  to  th e  ran k s  o f  th e  s t a lw a r t s .  But b o l te r s  a re  r a r e ly  r e ­
garded  w ith  r e s p e c t  o r  «^Lmiratioa by th o se  who rem ain lo y a l ,  and many o f 
th e  o ld  members id&o had s ta y e d  w ith  th e  p a r ty  in  1896 and 1898 d id  n o t 
re g a rd  w ith  fa v o r  th e  a ttem p ts  o f  s i l v e r  men to  r e jo in  them. The o ld
^ I b i d . . June 6 , 28 , 1899.
4 ju ly  9 p 1899.
% reat F a lls  Tribune. May 17 , 1899; In ter  Mountain.
June 6 , 28 , 1899*
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guard  h e ld  M antle r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  d e fe a t  in  1898.& The B i l l in g s
9 & s ta lw a r t  p a p e r, announced th a t  an a l l i a n c e  would sim ply mean 
a id  and com fort to  c e r t a in  men known to  be p o l i t i c a l  t r a i t o r s , awA 
p o s s ib ly  a  co re  o f  f a t  o f f ic e s  as  rew ard f o r  p a s t  p o l i t i c a l  pezrfidy ."?
In  s p i t e  o f  th e s e  sen tim en ts  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  s ta lw a r t s .  M antle 
a ttw n p ted  to  e f f e o t  a  re u n io n  w ith  th e  p a r ty .  A conference was h e ld  in  
B u tte  in  O cto b er, 1899* betw een M antle and C a r te r .  The two le a d e rs  
a l le g e d ly  drew up a  s l a t e  o f  o f f i c e r s ,  which a p p a re n tly  v e r i f i e d  th e  ru ­
mors th a t  th ey  had ach ieved  an in fo rm al r e c o n c i l i a t io n  w hile  M antle was 
s t i l l  i n  th e  S e n a te . The B i l l in g s  R ep u b lican , which q u es tio n ed  th e  
a u th o r i ty  o f  M antle to  nom inate anyone to  a  s t a t e  o f f i c e ,  seemed to  f e a r
th e  power o f  th e  * * re p u d ia tio n ls ta ,” who in  i t s  qyee appeared in  th e  r o le
3o f  d i c t a t o r s . The I n t e r  M ountain coun tercharged  th a t  th e  opponents o f
th e  re im io n  o f th e  two p a r t i e s  were th o s e  who were am bitious to  c o n tro l
th e  f e d e r a l  p a tro n ag e  in  th e  f u tu r e .  I t  a l le g e d  th a t*
Such men would have th e  s i l v e r  re p u b lic a n s  who in  th e  y ea rs  p a s t  
c o n s t i tu te d  th e  g r e a t e s t  v o tin g  s trm ag th  o f  th e  p a r ty ,  craw l back in to  
th e  fo ld  uprni t h e i r  b e l l i e s ,  end beg f o r  an uncushioned s e a t  in  th e  
s k y -g a l le ry  o f  th e  te m p le . They would p r e f e r  d e fe a t  in  Montana, w ith  
a  m in o r ity  o f  v o te s  behind them and be reco g n ized  as  th e  le a d e rs  o f  
th e  r e p u b lic a n  p a r ty  and th e  d isp e n se rs  o f  i t s  f e d e r a l  p a tro n a g e , r a th e r  
th a n  w itn e ss  th e  redem ption  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  from dem ocratic  r u l e  . . .  ?
^ r e a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e . O ctober 20 , 1899.
T c ite d  in  th e  G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e , Septem ber 17, 1899. 3 h is  a r t i ­
c le  was c a r r ie d  under th e  h e a d lin e , "MUST HSAH LES M&RTLË— I f  he r e tu rn s  
to  th e  p a r ty ,  i t  w i l l  be on th e  good R epublican  te rm s ."
®Cited in  th e  G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e . O ctober 21 , 2 0 , 1899• The 
R ep u b lican  had e a r l i e r  wondered i f  M a n tle 's  su p p o rt o f  C olonel N icho las 
K e ss le r  f o r  governo r was due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  K e ss le r  had b o lte d  th e  p a r ty  
w ith  M antle in  1896. See th e  G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e . O ctober 6 , 1899.
9yŷ 4̂ Â  M ountain . January  11 , 1900. The I n t e r  M ountain l a t e r  s a id  
th a t  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  s t a t e  R epublican  p a r ty  showed th a t  up to  1896, i t  
been th e  ad v o ca te  o f  th e  f r e e  co inage o f  s i l v e r ,  and th a t  C a r te r  and 
M antle had been re q u ire d  to  s ta n d  on such a  program . May 24* 1900.
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A lth o u ^  rum ors th a t  he was r e u n i t in g  w ith  th e  G. 0 .  P . con tinued  
th ro u g h o u t 1900, K an tle  d id  n o t fo rm a lly  announce h is  r e tu r n  to  th e  Repuh— 
l i e a n  p a r ty  u n t i l  August o f  t h a t  y e a r .  As th e  l e g i s l a tu r e ,  which would be 
chosen in  th e  e le c t io n  th a t  f a l l  would e l e c t  two U nited  S ta te s  s e n a to r s ,  
h is  d e c la r a t io n  a p p a re n tly  came a t  a  p ro p it io u s  tim e . H is f i n a l  a c tio n  
undoub ted ly  was expected  by th e  re a d in g  p u b l ic .  In  March, 1900, in  an 
in te rv ie w  in  D enver, M antle had s u rp r is e d  th e  b im e ta l l i s t s  o f  th a t  c i ty  
by d e c la r in g  th a t  th e  I s s u e  o f  expansion  overshadowed th a t  o f s i l v e r .
S ince  th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans a lm ost u n iv e r s a l ly  su p p o rted  a  p o li< ^  o f  ex­
p an s io n , he in s i s t e d  t h a t  rea lig n m en t w ith  th e  R epublicans would n a tu r a l ly  
f o l l o w . L a t e r ,  in  an in te rv ie w  in  C hicago, M antle e la b o ra te d  on h is  
Denver s ta te m e n t. He s a id  t h a t  Bryan cou ld  n o t do an y th in g  f o r  s i l v e r  i f  
he were e le c te d ,  because th e  S en ate  f o r  th e  n ex t s ix  y e a rs  would be domi­
n a ted  by adhercm ts to  th e  go ld  s ta n d a rd . B e s id e s , th e  S i lv e r  R epublicans
were more in  agreem ent w ith  th e  R epublicans th a n  w ith  th e  s i l v e r  men o f
11th e  o th e r  p a r t i e s ,  he a s s e r te d .  The fo rm al announcement o f  M a n tle 's  r e ­
tu rn  to  th e  R epublican  fo ld  came in  a  l e t t e r  from  M antle to  Lawrence Hauck 
o f P h i l ip s b u rg . As h e  had s ta te d  e a r l i e r .  M antle d e c la re d  th a t  Bryan was
^^ b i d . .  March 16 , 1900.
^ ^ r e a t  F a l l s  T rib u n e . A p ril  3» 1900. Rumor s a id  th a t  M antle waa 
to  be th e  c a n d id a te  f o r  governor on th e  r e u n ite d  t i c k e t . M antle was s i t ­
t in g  w ith  th e  subcom m ittee on th e  I n d u s t r i a l  Commission when he gave th e se  
in te rv ie w s . The Anaconda S tan d ard  had a s s e r te d  th a t  M antle had been ap­
p o in te d  as  a  member o f  t h i s  commission a s  a  rew ard f o r  h is  a l le g e d  d e se r­
t io n  o f  th e  s i l v e r  c a u se . A c tu a lly  th e  law c r e a t in g  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  
Commission gave th e  p r e s id e n t  th e  power to  ap p o in t n in e  c i v i l i a n s ;  th e  p re ­
s id in g  o f f i c e r  o f th e  S e n a te , f iv e ;  and th e  sp eak er o f  th e  House, f iv e ,  
from  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  b o d ie s . S en a to rs  and r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  re c e iv e d  no 
s a la r y ,  u n le s s  t h e i r  term s had e x p ire d . M antle was chosen as th e  re p re ­
s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  S i lv e r  R ep u b lic an s . The Commission in q u ired  in to  la b o r  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  such  as  th e  Coeur d 'A lene  s t r i k e ,  and made r e p o r ts  on t h e i r  
f in d in g s .  M antle re s ig n e d  on May 29 , 1900, due to  p e rso n a l r e a s o n s . See 
th e  G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e . August 1 , 1899; and th e  I n t e r  M ountain. J u ly  31, 
1899; A p r i l  5 , 1900; May 29 , 1900.
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no lo n g e r  in t e r e s t e d  in  th e  m onetary q u e s tio n ; th e  Demooratio p a r ty  had
made ing*eria liam  th e  param ount i s s u e ,  which made i t  n ec essa ry  f o r  th e
S i lv e r  H epuhlicans to  r e tu r n  to  th e  o ld  p a r ty
ïh e  r e a c t io n  o f  th e  p re s s  t o  M a n tle 's  r e c o n c i l ia t io n  w ith  th e
R epublicans was v a r ie d .  The G rea t F a l l s  T ribune c a u s t ic a l ly  remarkeds
The announcement w i l l  n o t come as news to  th e  people o f  Montana, 
They have known f o r  some tim e th a t  th e  ex—se n a to r  had g iven  up a l l  
hope o f  o f f i c i a l  rew ard  from th a t  g r a f t .
Of c o u rse , i t  i s  to  be expected  th a t  a l l  th e  o th e r  s i l v e r  rep u b - 
l lo a n s  in  th e  s t a t e  w i l l  im m ediately  fo llo w  th e  fo o ts te p s  o f t h e i r  
e r s tw h ile  le a d e r  and d e s i s t  from fo llo w in g  a f t e r  th e  s i l v e r  p a r ty .
S t i l l  t h ty  m ight w a i t .  The e x -se n a to r  may change h is  mind 
a g a in . I t  i s  some tim e from now to  e l e c t io n ,  and e re  th a t  tim e he 
m ight be a g a in  in  th e  ran k s  o f  th e  s i l v e r  men.^3
On th e  o th e r  hand , o th e r  jo u rn a ls  p ra is e d  M antle , The D illo n  T ribune
d eo la red  t h a t  " in  lo s in g  Mr, M antle th e  s i l v e r  re p u b lic a n  p a r ty  lo se s
i t s  c h ie f  and most e a rn e s t  w orker. The re p u b lic a n  p a r ty  welcomes Mr,
M antle back w ith  genu ine  p l e a s u r e , "^4  The M isso u lian  claim ed th a t  M a n tle 's
l e t t e r  announcing h is  r e tu r n  to  th e  R epublican  p a r ty  was " s tra lg h tfo rw a rd
and m a n l y B o t h  th e  M inneapolis Jo u rn a l and th e  B i l l in g s  G ase tte
echoed th e s e  se n tim e n ts
M antle a p p a re n tly  had ach ieved  h is  g o a ls .  He was re u n ite d  w ith
th e  R epub lican  p a r ty ,  and he had d isc a rd ed  th e  s i l v e r  i s s u e ,  Bow he was
read y  to  resum e h i s  can d id ao ie s  f o r  p u b lic  o f f ic e  as a  member o f  th e
R epublican  o r g a n is a t io n .  B ut even b e fo re  h is  r e tu r n  to  th e  R epublican
12;^ptar M ountain, A ugust 9» 1900.
l^ G re a t ï b l l s  T rib u n e . August 11 , 1900.
14C ited  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain, August I J ,  1900.
1 5 c ite d  in  th e  In te r  Mountain,  A ugust 14, 1900.
^ ^ i l l i n g s  G a z e tte , c i te d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain. August 1 ) ,  1900. 
M inneapo lis J o u rn a l ,  c i t e d  in  th e  I n t e r  M ountain, A ugust 21 , 1900.
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r a n k s , he became in vo lved  In  th e  renew al o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  b a t t l e  known as 
th e  **War o f  th e  Copper Z ln g e ,"  and t h i s  s tru g g le  undoubtedly  h in d e red  h is  
p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t io n s .
T h is phase o f  th e  copper wars invo lved  W, A. C la rk , F . A, H einze, 
and th e  Amalgamated Copper Company, and th e  a lre a d y  confused p o l i t i c a l  
soene was marked by a  f u r th e r  d e te r io r a t io n  o f  p a r ty  l in e s  .^7 As C lark  
ag a in  h a d  h ie  ay® on th e  S e n a te , he  jo in e d  in  an a l l ia n o e  w ith  H einze; 
Daly a n d  th e  Amalgamated were determ ined  to  d e fe a t  t h i s  new com bination . 
Sach s id e  r e a l i z e d  th a t  i t  h a d  to  o o n tro l th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a tu r e  to  ac­
com plish  i t s  a im s. To a id  in  t h e i r  endeavors bo th  groups purohased ou t­
r i g h t  o r  a t  l e a s t  su b s id iz e d  newspapers a l l  over th e  s t a t e .
M a n tle 's  I n t e r  M ountain was one o f  th e  p r in o i j ^ l  jo u rn a ls  to  be 
iiq p lic a ted  i n  th e  s t r u g g le .  Rumors were r i f e  in  B u tte  th a t  a  newspaper 
would be e s ta b l is h e d  to  ooiqpete w ith  M a n tle 's  evening  I n t e r  M ountain, th e  
o ld e s t  and s t r o n g e s t  R epublican  new spaper in  th e  c i t y .  In  J u ly , 1900, 
th e  I n t e r  a^ountaln commented th a t  th e  same people idio fu rn ish e d  th e  Ana­
conda S tan d ard  w ith  s u b s c r ib e r s  and f i l l e d  i t s  a d v e r t is in g  columns were 
beh ind  th e  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  a n o th e r  R epublican  evening  paper in  B u t te .  I t  
c laim ed th a t  i t  waa n o t a n o th e r  R epublican  p aper t h a t  was d e s ire d —b u t 
som ething  bey<md and q u i te  a p a r t  from  t h a t .19 To esq*baeize th e  t h r e a t ,  
f iv e  M crgan thaler m achines and a  la rg e  s t a f f  o f  newspaper e d i to r s  and 
w r i te r s  were b rought to  B u t te ,  and th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f  th e  B u tte  Sun was 
h e ra ld e d . The p a ra p h e rn a lia ,  p ro p e r ty  o f  % e  Amalgamated Copper Company,
^^The Amalgamated Copper Company waa a copper t r u s t  o rg an ized  in  
1099. Marcus Daly so ld  h is  Anaconda i n t e r e s t s  to  Idiis g roup , b u t rem ained 
a s  p r e s id e n t .
I G s c h iltz , pp.. c i t , .  p . 5-
^9 in te r  Mountain. Ju ly  14* 1900.
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was lodgad In  a  s to r e  on Park S t r e e t .  When th e  d a te  came to  open th e
to n e  o f  jSantle*s paper ohan^ed. Ib n a , hy th re a te n in g  to  s t a r t
a  new p ap er in  B u tte , th e  Amalgamated p r a c t i c a l ly  fo rced  M antle’s I n t e r
to  s ta g e  a  *‘cat«hop" and awing to  th e  su p p o rt o f  th e  ooa^any
A B u tte  co rresp o n d en t f o r  th e  G reat P a l l s  T ribune d e c la re d :
Lee M an tle ’s  d e fe c t io n  was a  d e p lo ra b le  th in g  f o r  th e  people o f  S i lv e r  
Bow County, y e t  I  f e e l  t h a t  he i s  to  be more p i t i e d  th an  blam ed. lie  
was brow beaten and sandbagged in to  th e  S tandard  O il r a n k s . For n e a r ly  
a  y e a r  he r e s i s t e d  th e  t h r e a t s , p e rs u a s io n s , and b landishm ents o f  
S tan d ard  O il and succumbed a t  th e  l a s t  on ly  when he saw th e  r u in  o f 
h i s  p ro p e r ty  and p ro sp e c ts  s t a r i n g  him in  th e  fa c e .^ ^
The ev idence in d ic a te d  th a t  Msmtle a ls o  worked p o l i t i c a l l y  w ith  
th@ Amalgamated in  th e  e l e c t io n  o f  1900. S ince %ie m ajor papers were 
owned by one s id e  o r  th e  o th e r ,  an un b iased  account i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  f in d ,  how* 
e v w . On A ugust 1 ) ,  th e  R epublican  county c e n trsd  oom nlttee  o f  S i lv e r  
Bow s p l i t  in to  two g ro u p s , one known as  th e  Heinze R epublicans and th e  o th e r  
c a l le d  e i t h e r  th e  ’’r e g u la r "  R epublioane o r  th e  S tandard  O il " b o l te r s ."  At 
th e  county  co n v en tio n  o f  th e  " re g u la r"  R ep u b lican s, M antle and I r v in  were 
two o f  th e  most prom inent membez*B« As a  r e s u l t ,  th e  G reat F a lls  T ribune . 
now a  C la rk  p a p e r, charged  th a t  M antle had j w t  s o ld  th e  I n te r  M ountain 
to  th e  Amalgamated, and t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  "d e a l"  c a l le d  f o r  M antle to  fa v o r  
openly  th e  S tan d a rd  O il R epublican  t i c k e t .  I t  f u r th e r  claim ed th a t  M antle
20Poor, OP. c i t . .  p .  2 ) 1 .  See th e  B u tte  M iner. August 10 , 1900* 
Hexm a H e ra ld . November 2 , 1900; B u tte  R e v e i l le . November 20 , 1900; and 
th e  B u tte  D a ily  P o s t . January  4> 1913• When John D u rston , a  form er e d i to r  
o f  th e  Anaconda S ta n d a rd , bought th e  I n t e r  Mountain from th e  Amalgamated 
in  1912, a  h i s to r y  o f  th e  p ap er a i^ e a re d  as  w e ll as an In te rv iew  w ith  
M an tle . The p a p e r ’s  name was changed to  th e  B u tte  D aily  P o st In  1 9 1 ).
2 lG re a t F a l l s  T rib u n e . August 27 , 1900. C h arles  C la rk , son o f  
W. A. C la rk , had purchased  th e  T ribune e a r l i e r  t h a t  summer. S e e  th e  
T rib u n e . A ugust 22 , 1900. F . A. Heinze a l s o  declared*  " I  do n o t w ish to  
ch a rg e  anybody in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  I n t e r  M ountain w ith  hav ing  been 
im p ro p erly  p ersu ad ed , b u t th e re  a re  some p eo p le , p e rh ap s , whom, w h ile  we 
eondeim , we a ls o  p i t y . "  C ite d  in  P o o r, pp . c i t . .  p . 2 )1 .
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was a a s lg n a â  th e  p r iv i le g e  o f  naming th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  t i c k e t  on th e  con­
d i t i o n  t h a t  th e  Amalgamated b o o st e re  oould d i c t a t e  th e  c a n d id a te s  f o r  
th e  ju d ic i a r y .
T here were in d ic a t io n s  th a t  M antle had a l l i e d  h im se lf  w ith  th e  
Amalgamated when th e  R epnblloan s t a t e  conven tion  met a t  H elena on 
Septem ber 5» T his co n v en tio n  was th e  so u rce  o f  much i n t e r e s t  in  th e  
s ta te *  Many f e l t  t h a t  i t  was t o  be th e  scene o f  a  t e s t  o f  th e  r e l a t i v e  
s t r e n g th  o f  th e  Amalgamated and th e  Heinze—Cleuric com bination . The s e a t in g  
o f  th e  d e le g a te s  from  S i lv e r  Bow county  would in d ic a te  idiioh group would 
o o n tro l  th e  R epublioan p a rty *  At th e  m eeting  o f  th e  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  com­
m it te e  on th e  n i ^ t  p rece d in g  th e  convm itlon , M antle appeared in  su p p o rt 
o f  th e  " re g u la r"  o rg a n iz a tio n  from S i lv e r  Bow* M antle was quoted as saying# 
" I f  th e  s t a t e  conven tion  w hich m eets tomorrow shou ld  b a r  out o f  i t s  meet­
in g  ev e ry  man who i s  t a in te d  w ith  c o rp o ra te  in f lu e n c e  we should have a 
sm all co n v en tio n * "^ ) When th e  com m ittee decided  in  fa v o r  o f th e  " re g u la r"  
d e le g a t io n  le d  by I r v i n , i t  in d ic a te d  to  nmmy th a t  th e  R epublicans were 
under th e  dom ination  o f  th e  S tandard  O il T ru s t *^) This would n a tu r a l ly  
ingp lioate  M antle*
2 2 g re a t F a l l s  T rib u n e . August 20 , 2%, 2 8 , 1900. I t  i s  p o s s ib le  
th a t  !&antle named th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  t i c k e t ,  as  h i s  nephew, M. A. B e rg e r, was 
one o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  nom inees. The naming o f  th e  j u d ^ s  was ex trem ely  
im p o rta n t, a s  th e  s u i t s  betw een th e  Amalgaimted and H einze were pending 
b e fo re  th e  B u tte  c o u r t s . The I n t e r  M ountain in s i s te d  t h a t  no c o rp o ra tio n  
c o n tro l le d  th e  R epublican  p a r ty .  August 17 , 2 2 , 1900.
25H elena Tr^dependent. c i te d  in  th e  G rea t F a l l s  T rib u n e .
Septem ber 25* 1900»
M ountain* Septem ber 5* 1900; G reat F a l ls  T rib u n e .
Septem ber 5* 1900.
^^F oor, OP* P i t * ,  p . 217» I t  i s  h i ^ i l y  p o s s ib le  th a t  th e  an tago­
n i s t s  u sed  th e  f a c t io n s  o f  th e  S i lv w  Bow oounty R epublican  p a r ty  f o r  t h e i r  
own a d v a n tag e . A s tu d y  o f  th e  names in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  o ld  p a r ty  fo llo w e rs , 
such as I fe n t le ,  I r v i n ,  and R ickards were su p p o r te rs  o f  th e  s o - c a l le d  Amal­
gam ated p a rty *  John W. C o t te r  and C* R. Leonard, who were Heinze men, had 
been  e a r ly  opponents o f  M an tle .
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th e  eam paign. M antle and h is  jo u rn a l became a p o lo g is ts  f o r  
th e  S tan d a rd  O il Company. Even b e fo re  th e  s t a t e  conven tion  had m et, th e  
lA te r  M ountain had avowed th a t  i f  any group o f  r i c h  men from th e  E as t in ­
s i s t e d  on " in v e s t in g  s e v e r a l  m illio n s  more in  Montana mines and eag)loying 
a  l o t  o f  men a t  good w ages, t h i s  newspaper f o r  one does no t propose to  
abuse them f o r  do ing  so ." 2 6  ^  l a t e r  e d i t o r i a l  d eo la red  th a t  th e  Amalga­
mated waa n o t a  t r u s t ,  and was n o t in  any way connected  w ith  th e  S tandard  
O il monopoly, ex cep t t o  th e  e x te n t t h a t  some men who owned s to c k  in  th e  
form er a l s o  were s h a re -h o ld e rs  i n  th e  l a t t e r .^7  At a  b ig  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y  
b e fo re  th e  e l e c t io n .  M antle gave h is  most oogent argum ents on th e  s u b je c t  
o f  S tan d a rd  O i l .  He d e c la re d  t h a t  th o se  who charged th a t  th e  R epublicans 
were dom inated by c o rp o ra tio n s  were j u s t  t r y in g  to  cover up th e  s p l i t  in  
th e  D em ocratic ra n k s . The Amalgamated was a  D em ocratic company, he as­
s e r t e d ,  and i t s  " p re s id e n t  and g m ie ra l manager i s  t h a t  good dem ocrat. 
H onorable Marcus D aly . So th a t  ay f r ie n d s ,  i f  th e  S tandard  O il Company 
i s  in t e r e s t e d  in  p o l i t i c s  a t  a l l  in  our s t a t e ,  i t  i s  t h r o u ^  th e  Amal­
gam ated Copper C o m p a n y . H e a r  th e  co n c lu sio n  o f  h is  speech he said*
The S tan d a rd  O il company, td iieh  has a b s o lu te ly  no r e l a t i o n  w hatever 
to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n te s t  in  t h i s  s t a t e ,  i s  be ing  c o n s ta n tly  dragged 
in  by p a id  attom ^^yw, and h ir e d  stum pers in  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  domi­
n a n t wing o f  th e  dem ocratic  p a r ty  and i t s  few a l le g e d  re p u b lic a n  
a id e r s  and a b e t to r s  in  S i lv e r  Bow co u n ty . And y e t  i t  has n ever y e t  
been shown by a  s o l i t a r y  f a c t  o r  f ig u re  t h a t  th e  S tandard  O il company 
a ttem p ted  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t ly  t o  i n t ^ f e r e  w ith  our p o l i t i c s  .29
The e x ac t arrangem ent whioh e x is te d  between th e  Amalgamated and
M antle w i l l  p ro b ab ly  n ev e r be known. As e a r ly  as Septem ber, 1900, th e re
26 in te r  M ountain. August 1 6 , 1900.
^ 7 l b i d . . O ctober 31» 1900. See a ls o  i b i d . .  August 7 , 10, 1900; 
O ctober 11 , 13 , 18» 2 9 , 1900.
28 ib id . . November 3 , 1 9 0 0 .
2 9 lb id .
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w ere obargee In  th e  C la rk  p ap ers  th a t  th e  I n t e r  M ountain had been  so ld  to  
th e  oompany.^^ But a  c o u r t ease  was i n s t i t u t e d  in  O ctober by one Newton R* 
D ex ter a g a in s t  th e  Record P u b lish in g  Co:^pany, th e  S tandard  O il Ccn^)any, th e  
Amalgamated Copper Company@ C . M. S h u ltz , and Samuel Whalen. The com plaint 
in d ic a te d  th a t  M antle , in  a  compact w ith  th e  company, agreed  on ly  to  tu m  
over th e  oolumna o f  th e  p ap e r to  th e  Amalgamated.51 The T ribune l a t e r  
c laim ed t h a t  th e  company had p a id  o f f  th e  m o r ta g e  on M a n tle 's  p a p e r .5^ 
l a  F eb ru a ry , 1901, M antle and h i s  two nej^efws, ttie  s o le  owners o f  th e  
I n t e r  M ountain P u b lish in g  Compas^, re s ig n e d  as t r u s t e e s  o f  th e  o rg a n is a tio n , 
b e in g  re p la c e d  by th e  Daly Bank and T ru s t Company. The form al s a le  o f th e  
p a p e r, how ever, d id  n o t o ccu r u n t i l  J u ly ,  1901.35
5%%reat F a l la  T rib u n e . Septem ber 2 5 , 1900.
51 lb id .a  O ctober 2 6 , 1900. The I n t e r  M ountain olaim ed th a t  th e  
s u i t  was a  Clœrk p l o t ,  and produced a  l e t t e r  which i t  a s s e r te d  had been 
w r i t te n  by D ex te r, p ro v in g  he worked f o r  C la rk . November 3 , 1900.
^^G reat F a l ls  T rib u n e . November 2 , 1900.
53on F ebruary  19 , 1901, M antle, M, A . B erg e r, and Frank W. H askins 
f i l e d  a r t i c l e s  o f  in c o rp o ra tio n  f o r  th e  I n t e r  M ountain P u b lish in g  Company. 
The th r e e  man were l i s t e d  a s  t r u s t e e s ,  w ith  M antle h o ld in g  1993 s h a re s , 
B erger and H askins one ea ch . The c a p i t a l  s to c k  was n o t to  exceed $100,000, 
which was d iv id e d  in to  2 ,0 0 0  sh a re s  w ith  a  p a r  v a lu e  o f  # 3 0  p e r  s h a re .
F ile d  in  th e  o f f ic e  o f  %ie S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te  o f  Montana, February  20 ,
1 9 0 1 , Book T . ,  p . 1 0 3 . These re c o rd s  a r e  lo c a te d  a t  th e  S ta te  C a p ito l ,  
O ff ic e  o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f S t a t e ,  H elens, Montana.
On February  19 , 1901, M antle , H ask in s, and B erger a l l  re s ig n e d  
as  t r u s t e e s  o f  th e  I n t e r  M ountain P u b lish in g  Coa^any, and th e  I n t e r  
M ountain was tu rn e d  over to  th e  Daly Bank and T ru s t Company as  t r u s t e e s .  
Records o f  th e  Anaconda Company, Legal D epartm ent, B u t te ,  Montana.
An in d e n tu re  made on J u ly  2 2 , 1901, between M antle and th e  I n t e r  
M ountain P u b lish in g  Compazgr le a se d  th e  p rra iise s  o f  th e  company on West 
G ra n i te .  % e  Assignm ent o f  th e  le a s e  s ta te d :  "F o r v a lu e  re c e iv e d  and in
c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e  pu rch ase  from th e  undersigned  o f th e  p ro p e rty  de­
s c r ib e d  in  th e  le a s e  h e r e in a f te r  m entioned, th e  undersigned  do hereby  s e l l ,  
a s s ig n ,  t r a n s f e r  and s e t  over u n to  Cora B . K irby o f  B u tte , Montana, a l l  o f 
our and each  o f  our r ig d it ,  t i t l e ,  i n t e r e s t  and e s t a t e  o f in  and to  th a t  
c e r t a i n  in d e n tu re  o f  le a s e  nade and executed  Ju ly  2 2 , I 901  by Lee M antle 
as l e s s o r  to  th e  I n t e r  M ountain P u b lish in g  Company." Records in  th e  S i lv e r
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Jfen tle  * s  s a le  o f  th e  I n t e r  M ountain was an im p o rtan t landmark in  
h is  c a r e e r ;  h u t ,  in  a d d i t io n , i t  was a ls o  o h a r a o te r is t io  o f  th e  changes 
ta k in g  p la c e  in  Montana* To M antle h im s e lf  i t  meant th e  lo s s  o f  h is  p e r­
so n a l o rg an , th e  means hy w hich he had expressed  h is  views* Ho lo n g e r 
oould  he e f f e c t iv e ly  oh as^ io n  an is s u e ——th e  M ineral Land c o n tro v e rsy , th e  
m onetary q u e s t io n , o r  any o f  th e  more minor cau ses  \idiioh he had supported  
o v er th e  y e a rs  to  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  b e n e f i t  * Fever ag a in  could  he appeal to  
th e  v o te r s  fo r  p e rso n a l su p p o rt t h r o u ^  th e  e d i t o r i a l  ooluans o f  th e  I n te r  
HfflAhtain» %U8, to  M antle th e  s a l e  o f  h is  jo u rn a l was one o f th e  most im­
p o r ta n t  elem ents in  h i s  d e c l in in g  p o l i t i c a l  power. B u t, in  a  way, th e  
tu rn  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  a ls o  s ig n a l i s e d  a  g e n e ra l change in  th e  newspaper 
f i e l d  in  M ontana. P re v io u s ly , every  p o l i t i c i a n  had had h is  " p e rso n a l 
organ**— a  jo u rn a l which ex p ressed  h is  view s and su p p o rted  him p o l i t i c a l l y .  
Soon th e  "p e rso n a l organ" would he a  r e l i c  o f  th e  p a s t .  I t  was a  f e a tu re  
o f  a  f r o n t i e r  s o o ie ty ,  and Montana was r a p id ly  le a v in g  th e  f r o n t i e r  be­
h in d . The s t a t e  was a ls o  th e  soene o f  Changing economic, p o l i t i c a l  and 
s o c ia l  c o n d i t io n s .  The fo re ig n  c o rp o ra tio n  was su p e rsed in g  th e  lo c a l ly -  
owned m ining  eoB^HUxies, and th e  term  " c a p tiv e  p re ss"  was soon to  d e s ig n a te  
Montana new spapers.
I n  November, 1900, an even t occuixed id iich  pe ih ap s to  M antle was 
alm ost a s  in ^ o r ta n t  a s  th e  l a t e r  lo s e  o f  th e  I n t e r  Jifountain. Marcus D aly, 
h is  o ld  p o l i t i c a l  sp o n so r , d ied  i n  Sew Y<nk C i ty .  I t  i s  t r u e  th a t  Daly
Bow County C lerk  and R eco rd e r’s  O f f ic e ,  B u tte , M ontana.
A re c o rd  o f  th e  in c o rp o râ tIpn  o f th e  I n t e r  M ountain on J u ly  2 2 , 
1901, i s  on f i l e  w ith  th e  Anaconda Co=q>any, L egal D epartm ent, B u tte , 
F ^ ta o a .
In  th e  annual r e p o r t  o f  th e  I n t e r  M ountain f o r  Septem ber 20 , 1901, 
th e  D aly Bank and T ru s t  Company h e ld  1997 sh a re s  o f s to c k ,  w ith  th e  r e ­
m aining th r e e  sh a re s  h e ld  by in d iv id u a ls .  Records in  th e  S i lv e r  Bow 
County C le rk  and R eco rd e r’s O f f ic e ,  B u tte , Montana.
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liad d e c lin e d  to  su p p o rt M antle in  1898, bu t i t  was alw ays p o s s ib le  th a t  
a  r e c o n c i l i a t io n  mlgdit have been e f f e c te d  which would have a id ed  M antle * s 
p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t i o n s . I t  i s  hig^hly s ig n i f i c a n t  t h a t ,  w hile d rap in g  i t s  
pages in  blacdc* th e  I n t e r  llo u n ta lyi d e c la re d :
So in te n s e  were h ie  a n im o s it ie e  and h is  f r ie n d s h ip s  t h a t  neces­
s a r i l y  ,  p e r h a ^ ,  many good m®a have M ason  to  com plain th a t  Mr» D a ly 's  
powers o f  d is c r im in a t io n  were n o t  good and th a t  o f te n  h is  f r ie n d s  
s u f fe re d  w ith  h i s  enem ies. In  s t r i v i n g  f o r  r e s u l t s  he o f te n  
d is re g a rd e d  men.^4
Â l th o u ^  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic scene was r a p id ly  changing, 
M antle had n o t  g iv en  up h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a m b itio n s , however. When th e  nex t 
l e g i s l a t u r e  m et, he was a g a in  a  c o n ten d e r. T his l e g i s l a tu r e  was made up 
o f  many s p l i n t e r  p a r t i e s  b u t th e  F usion  p a r ty  (H einze-C lark ) c o n tro l le d  
f i f t y - t h r e e  members and th e  Democrats (Amalgamated), fo r ty -o n e .55 The 
l e g i s l a t u r e  e l e c t s  W. A. C la rk  a s  one o f  th e  s e n a to r s ,  but deadlocked on
th e  b a l lo t i n g  f o r  th e  second . %ie R epublican  caucus had chosen â tan tle  as
i t s  c a n d id a te  f o r  th e  short-tezm i s e n a to r .5^ But a f t a r  v o tin g  f o r  M antle 
f o r  t h i r t y - s i x  d ay s , th e  R epublioan  members caucused and decided  to  sup­
p o r t  C a r te r  f o r  th e  second s e n a to r s h ip .  C a r te r  had o r ig in a l ly  been C la rk 's  
r i v a l  f o r  th e  lo n g  tw m .5 7  R v e n tu a lly , on March 8 ,  P a r is  G ibson o f G reat 
R a lls  waa e le c te d  as M ontana's second s e n a to r .38
34 in te r  M ountain. November 12 , 1900.
55poor, O P. c i t . . p .  269» Out o f  t h e  t o t a l  o f  94 members, th e
R epub licans bad 525 th e  Independent D em ocrats, and th e  P o p u lis ts ,  7 .
^^O reat F a l l s  T rib u n e . January  15» 1901* 2he T ribune rem arked s a r ­
c a s t i c a l l y  th a t  i t  must have been c tw sid e red  an honor because so many men 
a o u ^ t  i t .  On F ebruary  2 ,  M antle honored th e  R epublican  members of  th e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  w ith  a  banquet a t  th e  McDermott h o te l  in  B u tte . The g u e s ts  
were a l s o  ta k e n  on a  jou rn ey  to  Anaconda to  view  th e  s m e lte r . I n t e r  
Mountain. F ebruary  2 ,  1901.
37n-inon  T rib u n e . March 8 , I 9 0 1 .
3djames G. H andford, " P a r is  G ibson—Montana Yankee" (U npublished 
M. A. t h e s i s .  D ep t, o f  H is to ry , Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , 1 9 5 2 ) ,  p . 122.
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The H elena H era ld  im p lied  th a t  th e  nom ination  had been taken  from
M to tle  th rough  t r i c k e r y .  R eporte d e c la re d  th a t  M antle had been dropped
b ecause  i t  waa d isco v e red  th a t  he had e n te re d  in to  a co n sp iracy  w ith
H einze , whereby th e  v o te s  c o n tro l le d  by th a t  f o s io n is t  would be changed
to  ^ b n t l e * % e  H erald  vehem ently  d en ied  th e s e  s ta tem en ts  ib u itle  him-
a e l f  claim ed th a t  he would n ev e r e n te r  in to  any fu s io n  scheme; he d id  no t
w ish to  f o r f e i t  th e  c<m fidence p laced  in  him by th e  R epub licans, th u s
in d ic a t in g  t h a t  p a r ty  r e g u la r i t y  would be h ie  fu tu re  code.^® The H erald
sp e c u la te d  t h a t  i t  was p o s s ib le  th a t  th e  p a r ty  had been only  ex tend ing
conplim entaxy v o te s  t o  M antle in  ap p reo ia tiem  o f h is  le a d e r s h ip .  But
a n o th e r  f a c to r  seemed more im p o rtan t to  th a t  jo u r n a l . S ince M antle was
n o t n o t i f i e d  beforehand  th a t  th e  charges had been made, he was n o t given
a  chance to  prove h ia u ie lf  in n o c e n t. T h e re fo re , th e  H erald  concluded th a t
th e  R epublican  membership o f  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  d id  n o t ca r»  fo r  p e rso n a l
reaso n s  to  make p u b lic  what had r e a l l y  happened; t h i s  in fe r re d  th a t  double-
41d e a l in g  in  th e  caucus had been d e tr im e n ta l to  M a n tle 's  cand idacy .
In  s p i t e  o f  h i s  d e fe a t  as  a  caucus nominee in  1901, M antle began 
to  r e g a in  h i s  prom inence w ith in  th e  R epublican  p a r ty .  A fte r  r e p re s e n tin g  
S i lv e r  Bow oouniy a t  th e  s t a t e  conven tion  a t  G reat F a l l s  in  1902, he 
stu n n ed  th e  s t a t e  in  su p p o rt o f  th e  t i c k e t .  In  1904» th e  p a r ty  honored 
him by e l e c t in g  him as chairm en o f  th e  s t a t e  R epublican  conven tion  a t
39ae lena  H e ra ld . F eb ruary  28 , 1901.
M ountain. March 2 1 , 1901 •
41gA lena H e ra ld . F ebruary  27 , 2 8 , 1901* I t  was unusual f o r  a  man 
to  be s e le c te d  as th e  c a n d id a te  f o r  th e  lo n g  te rm , and th e n  l a t e r  to  be 
chosen  as  th e  c a n d id a te  fo r  th e  s h o r t  te rm . The H era ld  made re fe re n c e s  
to  v o te s  purchased  by C a r te r .  N e ith e r  th e  G reat F a l l s  T ribune n o r th e  
M ountain commented on th e  reaso n s  f o r  th e  change in  th e  caucus
nom inee.
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H elena , and a ls o  a e n t him as  a  d e le g a te  to  th e  n a t io n a l  R epublican  conven­
t i o n  a t  C hicago . That f a l l  in  B illin g s »  a f t e r  d e c lin in g  th e  nom ination  
f o r  governorp he was s e le c te d  a  th i r d  tim e as th e  chairm an o f  th e  Repub­
l i c a n  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  com m ittee * A ll  th e  c a n d id a te s  on th e  R epublican  s t a t e
t i c k e t  were e le c te d  t h a t  y e a r  excep t th e  governor and th e  l ie u te n a n t  
42g o v e rn o r* ^
Ife n tle  was p lagued f o r  th e  rem ainder o f  h ie  p o l i t i c a l  c a re e r  by 
th e  connivance w ith in  th e  R epublican  ra n k s .  He was a  can d id a te  f o r  th e  
S en ate  in  th e  campaign o f  1904* Even thougii S i lv e r  Bow county e le c te d  
e lev en  o u t o f  tw elve c a n d id a te s  f o r  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  pledged to  support 
him , he was d e fe a te d  by Thomas H, C a r t e r .^ )  In  1906, he ag a in  announced 
h is  can d id acy  f o r  th e  S e n a te . Joseph  M. Dixon o f M issou la , c u r r e n tly  
s e rv in g  th e  s t a t e  in  th e  n a tico ia l House o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , a ls o  d e s ire d  
th e  cove ted  o f f i c e .  Many new spapers in d ic a te d  th a t  M antle would be th e  
lo g ic a l  s e le c t io n  o f  th e  R ep u b lican s . The Plainsm en charged th a t  he was 
th e  o n ly  r i g h t f u l  su c c e s so r  to  C la rk , as he had w ithdrawn in  fa v o r  o f  
C a r te r  in  1909 when he could  have p rev en ted  th a t  g en tlem an 's  e l e c t i o n . ^
^ D i l l o n  T rib u n e , December 14 , 1906, M antle had been appo in ted  by 
G overnor J ,  JC, Tool© in  1905 as a  member o f  th e  Montana W orld's P a i r  Com­
m issio n  f o r  th e  S t ,  L ouis £ind P o rtlan d  e x p o s it io n s .  He was made p re s id e n t 
o f th e  commission and chairm an o f  th e  e x e c u tiv e  com m ittee, and was g iven  
charge  o f  th e  w ork. He se rv ed  f o r  two and o n e -h a lf  y e a rs  w ithou t any com- 
p « a s a tio n , S an d e rs , on , c i t , , I I , p ,  862, I t  i s  c laim ed th a t  he persuaded 
th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  meet in  an e x t r a  s e s s io n  w ith o u t pay to  v o te  ap p ro p ri­
a t io n s  f o r  th e  W o rld 's  P a i r  Commission,
^ ^ a n d e r s ,  on , c i t , , p ,  862, M antle w rote in  h is  b io g ra p h ic a l 
s e l e c t io n  th a t  pow erfu l in f lu e n c e s  were w orking a g a in s t  him , and h is  de­
f e a t  was accom plished  by u n f a i r  and d ish o n o rab le  means. Mrs, Sanders 
w ro te  t h a t  th e  a n t i - C a r te r  fo rc e s  p rev en ted  a  R eim blican  caucus, and 
co n seq u en tly  th e  c o n te s t  was fo u g h t ou t i n  open s e s s io n ,  S an d ers , 
op , c i t * * I ,  P» 4 2 7 ,
44g^jL^gjgggg^ ( P la in s ) ,  January  4 , 1907» The B u tte  Miner claim ed 
th a t  he had w ithdraw n from th e  s e n a to r ia l  ra c e  in  1 9 0 5  w ith  th e  under­
s ta n d in g  t h a t  he would be a  c a n d id a te  a t  th e  n ex t e l e c t io n ,  August 15,
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I n  s p i t e  o f  such sen tim e n ts  Dixon was e le c te d  "by th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  in  
1 9 0 7  to  s e rv e  as M ontana’s sen a to r*
Seem ingly purged o f  h i s  am bitions f o r  p u b lie  o f f ic e  o r  re c o n c ile d
to  t h e i r  f r u s t r a t io n #  M antle r e t i r e d  from p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  a f t e r  h is  f a i l u r e
in  1 9 0 7  * F or th e  n e x t tw enty“ f iv e  y e a r s , he assumed th e  r o le  o f  an e ld e r
s ta te sm a n , and devo ted  h im se lf  t o  h is  Im siness i n t e r e s t s  * T et m antle  was
n ev e r co m p le te ly  ou t o f  th e  p u b lic  e y e . The now pompous and d is t in g u is h e d “
lo c k in g  ex -sm aato r s t i l l  l ik e d  to  ap p ear as an im portan t f ig u r e .  As he
l o s t  none o f  h is  p e raw ia l charm n o r h is  sp eak in g  a b i l i ty #  groups th roughout
th e  s t a t e  c a l le d  on him to  ad d re ss  them* He was a  favo red  sp eak er a t  mem0“
r i a l  s e rv ic e s  f o r  th e  E lk s , and he b rough t te a r s  to  th e  eyes o f  th e
l i s t e n e r s  w ith  h i s  eloquence a t  p a t r i o t i c  cerem onies * When Thomas H*
C a r te r  d ie d  in  1911» he d e l iv e re d  th e  m ajor ad d ress  a t  th e  memorial s e rv -
ic e  in  Helena* John B* Read, a  fo rm er e d i to r  o f  th e  I n t e r  M ountain#
c h a ra c te r iz e d  t h i s  speech  a s  " a  m aste rp iece  in  calm and m a je s tic  euphony#
in  san e  and j u s t i f i e d  a p p re c ia tio n #  in  grave and sw eet s in c e r i ty #  in
broad  and s c h o la r ly  apprehensi<m  o f  th e  mm who d ie d  and o f h i s  c a re e r
and p la c e  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  co u n try  and S t a t e . *45 on an o th e r occasion#
he sh a re d  th e  p la tfo rm  w ith  Dixon when b o th  men were p r in c ip a l  speakers
A6a t  th e  Montana Day c e le b r a t io n  a t  G reat F a l l s  in  1914* Thus# w h ile  he 
was no lo n g e r  a  v ig o ro u s  p a r t i c ip a n t  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  s ta te #  
he  co n tin u ed  to  be one o f  i t s  more prom inent p u b lic  men* And so  th e  y ea rs
1 9 0 6 * The D il lo n  T ribune s a id  t h a t  th e  p a r ty  owed him th e  s e n a to rs h ip  in  
r e tu r n  f o r  h i s  sp le n d id  m an ag eria l a b i l i t i e s *  November 3 0 , 1906.
45aask ins Scrapbook# on lo a n  to  th e  a u th o r  from Mrs* F . W. Haskins* 
Mr. H askins# a  nephew o f  Mantle# was a  law yer in  B utte*
4% reat F a lls  Tribune. August 15, 1914*
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paas«d in  app laoae  w ith o u t th e  r e a p o n s ib i l i ty  which would have accompanied 
an a c t iv e  c a re e r  in  p o l i t i c s .
In  1 9 2 2 , th e  ag in g  s r —s e n a to r  faced  a  momentous y e a r  o f  d e c is io n . 
B^arly th a t  y e a r  he moved to  C a l i f o rn ia  l ik e  so many o th e r  Montana ca p i­
t a l i s t s ,  and a  few weeks l a t e r  he m arried  a  young B u tte  g i r l  named E t ta  
D aly , who was o n ly  tw enty—f i v e . In  announcing h is  approaching  m arriag e , 
M antle d ec la red }  '‘I t ' s  go ing  to  be a  shock to  some o f my o ld  c ro n ie s .  I  
have th e  r e p u ta t io n  as a  nonm arrying man. I t ' s  p u re ly  a  love a f f a i r . '*
Hie c r o n ie s ,  i f  n o t "sh o ck ed ,"  were a t  l e a s t  s u rp r is e d ;  M antle had given 
no in t im a t io n  o f  th e  r o m a n c e . A f t e r  e lu d in g  r e p o r te r s ,  th e  couple were 
m arried  a t  S t*  P a t r i c k 's  C a th e d ra l in  Chicago on February 25*
K ie y  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  w h e re  a  s o n ,  L ee  J u n i o r ,  w as 
b o m  t o  them t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  T he  n e x t  tw e lv e  y e a r s  w e re  s p e n t  i n  
s e m i - r e t i r e m e n t  a t  t h e  m a n s io n  î f e n t l e  had b u i l t  t h e r e .  F i n a l l y ,  h e  d i e d  
N o v em b er 18, 1934» o f  a  h e a r t  a i l m e n t . S e r v i c e s  w e re  h e l d  a t  h i s  hom e i n  
L os A n g e l e s ,  and t h m i ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  h i s  w i s h e s ,  h is  b o d y  w as r e t u r n e d  t o  
B u t t e  f o r  b u r i a l . ^
A lthough Lee M antle l iv e d  u n t i l  1934» h is  p o l i t i c a l  c a re e r  was 
e s s e n t i a l l y  over in  I 9OO, For a  b r i e f  te n -y e a r  p e rio d  from 1889 to  1900, 
he was one o f M ontana's most prom inent p o l i t i c i a n s ,  however. The same 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which a id ed  him in  h is  b u s in e ss  c a re e r  a ls o  c o n tr ib u te d  to  
h i s  p o l i t i c a l  s u c c e s s .  A handsome f a c e ,  a  f r i e n d ly ,  ag^reeable p e r s o n a l i ty ,  
and a  lo q u ac io u s  tongue were coupled  w ith  an in s a t i a b le  am bition  to  improve
h is  p o s i t io n  in  th e  w o rld .
T here were a c tu a l ly  s e v e ra l  f a c e t s  to  h is  r o le  in  Montana p o l i t i c s .
4 ?B utte  D a ily  P o e t* F ebruary  2 5 , 1922. 
^ % b id . .  Hovember 19 , 1934#
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Aa a  R ep u b lican , he undoubted ly  was one o f  th e  e tro n g e a t men in  th e  p a r ty  
ÏQr 1895» A s a  member o f  th e  group known as th e  **youBg elem en t,"  he had 
o h a l l e n g ^  th e  o ld  le a d e rs  such  a s  Sanders and Power, and had d e fe a te d  
them . A s tu d y  o f h ie  a tte m p ts  to  be s e n a to r  c l e a r ly  in d ic a te  th e  g rad u a l 
in c re a s e  o f  h i s  in f lu e n c e  in  p o l i t i c s .  He had been a  le a d in g  con tender 
f o r  th e  S en a te  in  1869» b u t he had been d e fe a te d  by Power. Recognizing 
th e  fo rc e s  whioh had b ea ten  him , he workwi c o n s ta n tly  f o r  th e  n ex t two 
y e a rs  to  overcome them . By 189?» he had succeeded in  d e fe a tin g  Sanders 
f o r  th e  caucus nom ination» and th rough  a  p o l i t i c a l  "m istake" had been 
ap p o in ted  to  th e  S e n a te . I n  1899, no o p p o s itio n  from th e  o ld  le a d e rs  in  
H elena cou ld  p rev en t h i s  b id  f o r  th e  s e n a to rs h ip . H is p o s i t io n  a s  o h e ir*  
men o f th e  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  com m ittee and h is  s u c c e s s f u l  management o f th e  
campaign o f  1894 had p ro b ab ly  made him th e  forem ost f ig u re  in  th e  Montana 
R epub lican  p a r ty .
I n  a d d i t io n  to  h i s  r o le  In  th e  R epublican  p a r ^ ,  i t  appears th a t  
he became a  pawn o f  Marcus Daly in  D a ly 's  s tru g g le  w ith  W. A. C la rk . Due 
to  M a n tle 's  eag ern ess  to  h o ld  p u b lic  o f f i c e ,  he and Daly became p o l i t i c a l  
a l l i e s .  % u s ,  Daly h elped  him to  become mayor o f  B u tte  in  1892, and 
undoub ted ly  in f lu e n c e d  h is  appointm ent as s e n a to r  in  1 8 9 ). In  r e tu r n .  
M antle a id ed  Daly ud iile  he was a  s e n a to r ,  hy seek in g  th e  re v o c a tio n  o f  
th e  tim b er o rd e rs  o f  C lev e lan d , id iioh  h indered  D a ly 's  lum bering e n te r p r i s e s .  
M antle expected  t h i s  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  Daly to  c o n tin u e , bu t l a  1898, when 
I t  appeared  to  D aly  th a t  he no lo n g e r  n e ^ e d  M antle , he d e c lin e d  any
f u r th e r  s u p p o r t .
As a  p o l i t i c i a n .  M antle r a r e ly  took  an independent s ta n d . A s a
propcn&ent o f  d i f f e r e n t  i s s u e s ,  he fo llow ed th e  d e s i r e s  o f  h is  c o n s t i tu e n ts .
T hus, h i s  is s u e s  were id e n t i f i e d  w ith  such ^ p io & l fitontana q u e s tio n s  a s  th e
—164“
M inera l Land c o n tro v e rsy , th e  la b o r  problem  in  B u tte , and th e  m onetary 
d isp u te *  A gain h i s  am b itio n  seems to  have b lin d e d  him , and in  h is  eager­
n e ss  to  jump on every  bandwagon, he f re q u e n tly  beoame to o  e n th u s ia s t ic  
in  h is  su p p o rt o f is su e s*  I f  {fontl e  had tak en  a  more m oderate s ta n d , he 
oould  have q u ie t ly  l e t  th e  is s u e  d ie  when i t  was no lo n g e r  in^portant* 
I n s te a d ,  he waa f r e q u e n tly  fo rced  to  make what would o therw ise  have been an 
u n n ecessa ry  d ec is io n *  E sp e o ia lly  was t h i s  apparen t in  th e  f r e e  s i l v e r  oon- 
tro v e i^ y *  I n  t h i s  in s ta n c e ,  he chose th e  s i l v e r  is s u e  r a th e r  th an  th e  
psT 'ty , w hich proved v e ry  c o s t ly  to  h is  p o l i t i c a l  ca ree r*  As a  s e n a to r ,  
t h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  r e f l e c t i n g  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  h is  c o n s t i tu e n ts  in ­
s te a d  o f  le a d in g  th e  v o te r s  a lo n g  th e  p a th s  he chose was e s p e c ia l ly  
n o t ic e a b le •
A c tu a lly , h i s  su p p o rt o f  f r e e  s i l v e r  c o n tr ib u te d  to  h is  d e c l in ­
in g  p o l i t i c a l  in f lu e n c e . As he chose th e  is s u e  r a th e r  th a n  th e  p a r ty ,  h is  
b o l t  in to  th e  s i l v e r  ran k s  angered  th e  R epublicans who rem ained lo y a l  to  
th e  o rg^ tn isa tlon*  % e r e f o r e , when th e  s i l v e r  q u e s tio n  l o s t  i t s  p o p u la r i ty  
and Daly was no lo n g e r  in te r e s te d  in  g iv in g  him p o l i t i c a l  a id .  M antle 
found h im s e lf  w ith o u t azqr m ajor so u rce  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t, fils  r e tu r n  
to  th e  p a r ty  was g re e te d  w ith  p le a s u re  by some, b u t th e  "o ld  guard" never 
fo rg av e  him f o r  th e  R epub lican  d e fe a ts  in  1896 and 1898.
M a n tle 's  r e tu r n  to  th e  R epub lican  ranks was sim ultaneous w ith  th e  
r i s e  o f  th e  fo re ig n  co rp o ra tio n , in  Montana* The s o c ia l ,  economic, and 
p o l i t i c a l  changes which th e  Amalgamated Copper Company brought to  th e  s t a t e  
worked a g a in s t  M a n tle 's  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t io n s .  E ls  en fo rced  s a le  o f  th e  
M ountain undoub ted ly  was a n o th e r  im portan t f a c to r  in  h is  lo s s  o f  
pow er. P e rh a p s , even more s i g n i f i c a n t ,  th e  tu rn  o f th e  c e n tu ry  brought in  
i t s  wake new is s u e s  and a s p i r in g  o f f ic e - s e d c e r s . Young p o l i t i c i a n s ,  th e
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Turta»" a t  t h e i r  g e n e ra tio n , were c h a lle n g in g  th e  o ld  le a d e rs  j u s t  
a s  M antle had done e a r l i e r . M antle was w )t a b le  to  defend h im se lf  ag a in s t  
t h i s  a g g rw a iv e  o p p o sitio n *  A c tu a lly , th e  ro o ts  o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  Œ-V ^  
found in  Ife n tle  h im self*  He belonged to  an e ra  th a t  adm ired th e  s e l f — 
Bade man—th e  man w ith  l i t t l e  background o r ed u ca tio n  who h^d beoome a  
su ccess*  3 h a t fad  r a p id ly  l o s t  i t s  appeal a f t e r  1900* Mor eover, th e  
p o l i t i c a l ,  econom ic, and n o j i a l  c o n d itio n s  ohm ged, b u t M antle could  not*
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